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7 GHIGAGO'S AWFUL TRAGEDY. 
/ 

/ { J 

/ 
/ 
J Over Six Hundred People Lost Their Lives 

IN A FIRE THAT BROKE OUT IN THE IRROQUOIS THE- 

ATRE DURING A PERFORMANCE. 

| Nany of the Victims were Women and Children. 

GRAPHIC DETAILS OF THE HORROR. 

_ASpecial to the Daily Herald.) 

~ Obicago, Dec. 31.—The official record 

today shows the number of dead at 360 

and counting the injured likely to die 

and missing, it is certain the total will 

reach over 600. 

The morgues are ciowded with people 

The 

Ten days’ 

searching frantically for relatives. 

city is shrouded in Eorrow. 

trace in the livery drivers’ strike has 

been declared in' sympathy with the 

- bereaved. 

A remarkable feature of ia fire wae 

that tbe aadience at the Garrick theatre, ! 

200 feet away were kept in complete 

ignorance of what wae passiog at the 

Irroquois. 
The death roll inclades members of 

millionaires’ families as of the common 

people. 

Roman Catholic priests administered 

general absolution to the injured. Mes- 

sages of sympathy were received from 

the Lord Mayor of London. 

" Caicago, Dee. 31. —Over seven hundred 
people were killed in ten minutes yester- 

day afternoon during a fire in the 

Irognois Theatre, the newest, the largest, 

and as far as human pewer could make it, 

the safest theatre in Chicago. 
A few of these people were barned to 

death by fire, many were suffocated by 

gas, and scores were trampled to death 

in the panic that followed the mad 
plunge of the freightened #adianed fer 

the exits, 

~ The fire broke out during the second 
act of the play—Mr. Bluebeard—which 

was the first dramatic production in the 

theatre since its erection. 

The company, which was very large, 

escaped in safety, pearly all of them, 

bowever, being compeiled to fles into 

the suowy etreets with no clothing bat 
their stage costumes. 
Toe accounts of the origia of the fire 

are conflicting and none of them certain, 

but the best reason given islthat an 
electric wire near the lower part of a 

piece of drop scenery snddenly broke and 
was grounded. The fire spread rapidly 

toward the front of the stage, cauosing 

the members of the chorus, who were 

then engaged in the performance, to flee 
~ to the wings with screawns of terror. The 

fire in itself wp to this time was not 

gerions and poseibiy could have been 

checked had not the asbestos curtain 
i o work, 

is soon as the firs was discoyered 
Eddie Foy, the chief comedian of the 
company, shouted to lower the curtain, 

and this was immediately done. It de- 

~scended about half way and then stack. 
The fire was thas given practically a flae 
throogh which a etrong draoght was 
setting, aided by the doors which had 
been thrown open in the front of the 
pr With arcar ard a bound the 

€hot ont throngh the opening over 
ibd Heid of the people ou the firet floor 

: et ‘reaching clear up to those in the first 

balcony, caught them and barped them 
to death whera they eat. Immediately 
following this rash of flames there came 
an explosion which lifted the entire roof 

of the theatre from its walls, shattering 
As 

‘business section of the city. 

spread with great rapidity, aad 

the theatre Tbres hundred of there 
were on the first floor, the balance being 
in the two upper balconies and in the 
‘hallways back of then. 

The theatre is modelled after the Opera 
Comique in Paris, and from the rear of 
each balcony there are three doors lead- 
ing ont to passageways toward the front 

of the theatre. Two of these door- 
ways are at the end of the balcony and 

one being in the centre. The audience 

in ite rush for the outer air seems to 

have, for the greater part, chosen to flee 

to the left entrance and to attempt to 
make its way down the eastern stairway 

leading into the lobby of the theatre. 

Outside of the people burned ; and 

suffocated by gas, it was in those two 

doorways on the first and second bal- 

cones that the greatest lose of life 

occurred. When the firemen eatered the 
building the dead were found stretched 

in a pile leading from the head of the 

stairway. 

In thé aisles nearest to the doors the 

scenes were harrowing in the exirame. 

Bodies lay 1n every conceivable attitude, 

half naked, the look on their faces reveal- 

ing some portion of the agony which 

mast have preceded their death.” I'bere 
were scores and scores of people whose 

entire face had been trampled off com- 

pletely by the heels of those who rashed 

over them,and in one aiele the body of a 

man was found with not a vestige of 

clothing, flesh or bone remaining above 

his waist line. The entire upper portion 

of his body had been cut into mincemeat 

and carried away by the feet of those 
who trampled on him. - 

The theatre had been constructed but a 
short time and all its equipment was not 
yet in place. This was unfortunately the 

case with a fire escape in the rear of the 

building. The emall iron balconies to 

wnich- the iron ladders were to te 
attached were op but the ladders had pot 

yet been constructed. When the panic 

was at ite height a great number of women 

ran for these fire escapes, only to find as 

they emerged from the doorway upon 

tbe little iron platform that they were 30 
to 50 feet from she ground, a fire behind 

and no method of escape in front. Those 

who reached the platform first endeavor- 
ed to hold their footing and to keep back 

tbe crowd that pressed wpon them from 
the rear. Thu effort was ntterly useless 

and in a few moments the iron ledges 

wera jammed with crowds of women 

who screamed, fought and tore at e:ch 

other like maniacs, 
This lasted but a brief interval Sadie 

rash from the interior of the building 

became, so violent that many of them 

pavement below. Others leaped from the 
platform, fractaring legs and arms and 
two were picked up at this point with 
fractured skulls, having been kiiled in- 
stantly. 

Rarely in the history of Chicago has 
its people been so stirred as by the 

calamity of vesterday. It is,next to the 
Caicago fire, the greatest catastrophe 
that has ever occurred here, avd the 
speed with which it came and went 

seemed for a brief period to appal the 
The news 

in a 
ghort time hundreds of men, women 
and children were raoshing toward the 
theatre. It was found for a time almost 
impoeeible to ‘hold back the frenzied 
crowd that pressed forward, many of 
them, baving friends or relatives in the 

theatre and anxious to learn something of 
them. 

The building was 80 full of smoke when 
the firemen firet arrived that the exten 

| of the catastrophe was not immediately 
it Ants al a Sem fad 8 fd als 

| their agony. 
were crowded off and fell to the granite | 

man crawled up the stairs leading to the 

balcony, holding bandkerchiefs over their 

mouths to avoid suffocation. As they 

reached the doorway the fireman, whose 

wisdom was better trained in such 
emergencies, seized bis companion by the 

arm exclaiming ‘Good God, man, don’t 

walk on their faces.” 
The two men tried vainly to get 

throogh the door which was jammed 

with dead women piled bigher than 

either of their heads. All the lights in 

the theatre were necessarily out, and the 
only illamination came through the cloud 

of smoke that bung between the interior 

of the theatre and the street. The two 
wen immediately hurried to the floor 

below and informed Chief Mussham of 
the fire department that the dead bodies 
were piled high in the balcony: and 

prompt assistance must be rendered if 

any of them were saved. 

The chief at once called npon all his 

men in the vicinity to abandon work on 
the fire and come at once to the rescue. 
The building was so dark and the smoke 

so thick that it was found impcssible to 

accomplieh amything until lights had 
been secured. Over 200 lights were 

quickly carried into the building and the 
work of rescue commenced. So rapidly 

were the bodies brought down that for 

over an hour there were two streams of 

men passing in and out of the doorway, 
the one carrying bodies, the other com- 

posed of mean returning to get more. 

They were carried into Thompson's 

restaurant, which adjoins the theatre on 

the east, where all the available space 

was given by the proprietor. The dead 
and wounded were placed upon chairs, 
tables and counters. Beceuse of the 

tremendous throng which surronnded the 

block in which the theatre building 

stood, it was wot possible for the police 
to carry the dead and wounded any 
distance and they were compelled to 

wait for ambulapces at the theatre. 

Although all tbe patrol wagons and 
every ambulance owned by the city was 

pressed into service, they were utterly 

inadequate to carry away the dead, and 

in a short time there was a line fifty feet 

long of corpses piled two apd three feet 

high on the sidewalk in front of the 

theatre. 

It was found necessary, in order to 
carry the bodies rapidly to the morgue, 

and to the various undertaking establish- 

ments, to impress trocks into the service, 

aod in these upon costly blankets far- 

nigshed by the Cry goods stores in the 
vicinity and covered with the same 

material the dead bodies were banled 

away practically like so moch cordwood. 

Doctors and trained nurses were on the 

ground by the ecore within half an hoor 

after the extent of the calamity was 

kpoown, and every wonnded person who 

was carried from gag bailding received 
prompt aid. 

One large truck ordinarily used for 

conveying freight to the depots was eo 

beavily loaded with the dead in front of 

the theatre that the two horses attached 

to it were unable to start it and the police 

were compeilad to assist by tugging at 

the wheels. 

Among the hundreds of persons who 
rushed to the rescue when the call of 

fire was beard on the streets was Bishop 

Samuel Fellows, who bappened to be 

passing the theatre. Withoat fear or 

beeitation he made his way throogh the 

darkness that was intensified ‘by the 
volumes of smoke that filled the andi- 
toriom to the top galiery and assisted in 

carryiog out the victims. 

“God forbid that I ever again see euch 

a beartrendiog sight,” said the Bishop last 

night. “I have been in wars and upon 
the bloody field of battle, but in all my 

experience I have never seen anything 

half go grewsome as the sight that met 
my eyes when, with the aid of a tiny 

lantern, I was finally abls to penetrate 

the inky darkness of that balcony, There 

was 2 pie of twisted and bleeding bodies 

ten feet high with blackenad faces and 

remnants of charred clothing clinging to 

tnem. Some were alive and moanicg in 
Otbers, and by far the 

greatest number, were dead. I assisted 
in carrying maoy of the injared down 
and ministered to them ag best I conld.” 

bhondreds of whom were in the audience, 
and the efforts of their frantic mothers, 
impelled by their first thought to seek 
the rafety of their young, that caused 
much of the pandemoniam, 
At 9.30 p. m. it was declared by the 

police that "637 bodies bad been taken 
from the rains. 

Cook’s Cotten Root Compound. 
Ladies®* Favorite, 

Is the only safe, reliable 
4) regulator on which woman 
can depend “in the hour 
and time of need.” 

Prepared in two degrees of 
; gre No. 1 and No. 2, 

© No. 1.—For ordinary cases 
is by far the best dollar 
medicine known. 

2—For special cases—10 degrees No. 
stronger—three dollars per box. 
Tadies—ask your druggist for Cook's 

Cotton Root Compound. Take no other 
as all pills, mixtures and imitations ar 
dangerous. No. 1 and No, 2 are sold an 
recommended by all druggists in the Do- 
minion of Canada. Mailed to any address 
on receipt of price and four 2-cent RoRARG 
stamps. e Cook Company, 

‘Windsor, ont. 

Nos, 1 and 2 jare sold in Fredericton 

by all Druggists, 

It wss the presence of the children, | 

blll 

solicit a continuance of the same. 

avs & Card 

We beg to thank our patrons and the general public for the very 
liberal patronage bestowed on us in the past vear, and would earnestly 

Wishing all 

A Very Happy 

and Prosperous 

New Year. 

TENNANT, DAVIES & CLARKE 

in the city. 

THE PARISIAN, - 

Which we are selling out at lowest prices—latest designs. 
have the finest line of carefully selected Hats and Feathers 

WE HAVE A LARGE DISPLAY OF 

WINTER and CHRISTMAS MILLINERY 
We 

MRS. H. G. VENESS, 
Nearly opp. City Hall, Queen St. 

Oysters on the Shell, 

Jysters in the Shell, 

Oysters Shelled to Order 
And delivered to all parts of the 
city. We have our supply of 
Oysters in for the Winter, and 
will sell wholesale or retail. Get 
your Oysters here, as we quote 
low prices for local gatherings or 
large parties.- 

3 

27" Qyster Suppers a specialty 

Lunches and Meals served at 
all hours. 

LINDSAY'S 

Telephone 16. York st, F'ton 

Just Stored. 
Cleaned Currants in packages, 
Cleaned Currants in bulk, 
Table Raisins, 
(California Seeded Raisins, 
Malaga Seeded Raisins, 
Cooking Raisins, 
Citron Peel, 
Filberts, Almonds, Walnuts, 
Confectionery. 

Lowest Wholesale Prices. 

A. F. RANDOLPH 
& SONS 

w. J. IRVINE, D.D.S. 
(And Special Practioner’s Certificate 

from Chicago College of Dental Surgery). 

Artificial Teeth, 

Inserted in Gold, Aluminum and ordinary 
Rubber Plates. 

Grown and Bridge Work 

Executed in Gold and Porcelain after 
atest and best methods, 

Anesthetics, 
Local and General applied and ydministered 

for Painless A 

Office : CHESTNUTS BUILDING. 
Queen st,, opp, City Hall, T¢l 78. 

"and MacIntoshes, 

Mr. Policeman 
Will you kindly ‘direct me to the 

best place in town to buy 

Family 

Groceries? 
Yes, my boy, go to the store of 

- 3 

Dykeman & Vanwart 
Queen Street, West End, 

Or call up telephone No. 179. 
They have the best family Gro- 
ceries in the city and will deliver 
them at your door. Best place to 
do all your Christmas shopping. 
They | can give you all the trim- 
mings for the turkey, the pudding, 
the cake, mince meat or anything 
you want. They have also a 
choice lot of new Confectionery, 
including Ontario and New Bruns- 
wick Candy. Also new Cider. 

A'New 

Appointment 
We have appointed SATURDAY 

as our 

BARGAIN DAY 
This does not refer to any par- 

® | ticular day, but includes every 
Saturday during the year, or until 
further notice. Special Bargain 
Day prices will be given on Men's, 
Boys’ and Children’s Suits, Over- 
coats, Ulsters, Reefers, Raincoats 

Boots, Shoes, 
Rubbers, Trunks, Valises, Satchels, 
Umbrellas, etc. Scarcely a week 
passes without new arrivals in all 
of the above lines. 

LUCY & CO


