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GREAT OVATION FOR BLAIR

New Brunswick's Pop

ular Minister Throws

Himself Into the Local Contest.

TWEEDIE 600D ENOUGH LBERAL FOR HIM AND
~ LAURIER.

Not eince the mercorable federal cam-
paign of 1900, when Hoo. Mr. Blair,
fought in St. Joho end defeated the
combined forces of the Con=ervative party
and the C. P. R., bas there beea euch a
g)lid, enthusisstic, victory predicting
political meeting as that at York Theatre,
St. John, last night, when Hon. A. G.
Blair, Minister of Railwaye, spoke op the
issues o the loeal campaign,

Loog before 8 o’clock, the bour ap-
pointed for opening, the hall was filled,
and at that hounr one couldn’t get inside
and hundreds had turned away dieap-
pointed.  *

Scores of the leading Liberals of the
city bad seats on the platform.

Shortly after 8 o’clock the city candi-
dates on the government ticket took seats
on the platform and were greeted with
prelonged cheers. Soon after Hon. A. G.
Blair entered and as he made his way
through the crowd on the stage round the
gide to the front hia progress was marked
by cheer after cheer which ended in a
great ontburst as the siinisier resched hi:
place and bowed his acknowledgements.

A. O. Skinper, the chairman, then
briefly addressed the vast assemblage and
in a few words introduced the firet
speaker, Hon. H. A. McKeown, and it
was about 10 o’clock when Mr. Blair
arce2 to speak,

Ovation for the Minister.

_ Hon. A. G. Blair was given a reception
which could not possibly have left him in
doubt as the enthusiastic sympathy of
the vaet audience before him. The people
rose as one man and cheered again aod
again. When quiet had been restored he
spoke of the pleasare which it gave him
to meet his constituents and of address-
ing them wupon political topics. He
allnded to the great dieadvantage under
which he snffered of not bsing able to
vigit his copstitueacy as often as he
would wieh, and it had upavcidably been
some months since he had been for any
length of time in St. Jobn or tbe prov-
ince. His duaties were omnerous and ex-
acting and ttey called for his presence
almost continuouely at Ottawa.

Mr. Biair then spoke of the memorable
ba'tls which he had won against Mr.
Foster in 1900, and thanked his constita-
ents for the confijence then expreesed in
him.

After discussing briefly the qnestion of |
patronage anc payiong a tribute to bis col- |
league, Co!. Tacker, M. P., Mr. Blajr eaid |

he could heartily endorse all that kaa(x'
been said by Mr. McKeown in relation]
to the macvellous arowth of the trade of
Canada flowing from the policy of the
present adwicistration, Nobody of judg-
ment acd digcretion wounld say in the face
of these facts that the time had come
when new methods cught to be tried,|

or that any tinkering should take |
place with the tariff.  (Hear, hear.)
To this connection a little domestic

trouble bad occarred some months ago.
One of his colleagues bad concloded,
although the patient wae in the best of
bealth and sbowing exceptional vigor,
that a little doctoring was necessary. He
had started out to convince the people

that this doctoring process would be in
their inferest ; but, nnfortunately for bim
he bad ebcountered an ugly snag and his
voice was no loager heard in the courcil
of thejnation,

A voice—DMr, Tarte,

Yes, the minister-said he refeired to
that gentleman. Mr. Tarte had shown
himself a very pleasaot little man, He
bad come to St, John and told them that
be thougzht the government ooght to do
a great deal for tbem in the way of con-
atrociing wharves, and be had rather
cansed it Le inferred that these things
would be done at once. He had even
gone to the ex 'ent of asking whether or
pot there was anythitng more that coald
ke done for St. John. Mr.Tarte bad,how-
ever, placed himeef in an attitude of
opuosition to the policy of bis depart-
w+nt and be was now out in the cold.
(Laugnter and cheers.) :

Mr. Blair next referred to the wonder-
fal growth of Canada’s trade, and then
laancbed into a discussion of

The Local Issues.

Continuiog, the mivister said : ‘I want

now to say a few words aboat the provin- |- 1

cial government now on trial before the
people. I do not conceal from you the
fact that I am personally friendly to that
administration, or that I am personally
friendly to the individuals who compose
it. They are my successors; they inherited
the conditions which are controliing them
largely today from my administration,
whatever it character may have been. I
thsogbt the province was well governed,
and it appesre that the people were of
the same opinion.

I cannot diecover from anything I have
seen or heard that the gentlemen who are
now administering the affairs »f the prov-
inces are failing to give good government
to New Brunswick. (Ch#ers.) I do mot
suppose that anyoue imagines that any
government which exists is absolutely per-
fect,any more than that homanity is per
tect. Mistakes will be made. The judg-
ment of .human beings is liable at sny
time to be at fault; but these, if they
are not serious—and I have nothing in
my mind wben I am making these
references—should npeither make nor
unmake & pgovernment. These tbings
are too trifling to jostify an actual with-
drawal of public confidence, because ycu
may be absgolutely sure that the men
whom ycu would put in their places
wouold not be likely to do one whit better:

“Yoa world not wish to put in a new
get of administrators simply becaase it
wonld be agreeable to them. You would
rather have in view your own interests,
You wonld view the administration of
local affairs as you would the administra-
tion of dominion affairs, and as common
gepee men you would say that unless
these people, by the results of their ad-
ministration, have shown themselves to
be dishonest and inefficient you would
not take the government out of their
hands.

WHY THE MINISTER IS HERE.

“I am not going to say a word as to
the merits of the local gcvernment, or of
the attacks which have been made upon

them. They are well able to defend their
acts and to take care of themselves. 1 am |
here from another point of view.

““I am bere because I believe it is in
the intereste of the Canadian people, as it
isin the interests of the people of St.
John and this provinoce, that they thoald
not at this junctare, at the height of our
glorious prosperity and with promising
resnits in view, strike & blow or do an
injury to the Government which obtains
at Ottawa at the present time. (Cheers.)

“I frankly acknowledge that I am
speaking to you chiefly from that point
of view. And why? Becaase there canooct
be a question in anybody’s mind tbat,
should euch a calamity occur as the de-
feat of the local government, the cry
wolud be sent out over (Canada that the
people who had given a msjority of 1,000
to the mipister of railways a little over
two years ago bad fcund cause to change
their minds and had withdrawn in a
measuJe their confidence from him and
from the Liberal party (Hear, hear)

*“You could not strike down the minis-
ister from New Brunswick withoat
weakening the Iiberal party. The bat-
tle bas taken that line.

Liberal vs. Conservative.

“Wo have the evidences on every band,

and our own common senee tells us, that
the pecple who are cpposed to the local
government are the Congervatives. There
may bs some who claim to be Liberals,
some of them lifelong Liberals who are
giving confidence and encouragement to
our opponents ; but it ia the Conservative
party all the same. (Cneers.) What do
they say ? They say that Mr. Tweedie is
not a good enough Liberal for them. They
eay he was a Conservative. I do not con-
gider that because a man identifies bim-
self with a political party, and that politi-
cal party happens to be .Conservative,
arybody is to hold out mo hope of re-
demption for bim : in. tha fotare.
(Laughter.) T do not thidk thatitis in
the interest of any government or party
to shat the door and deny ;to anybody &
chauoce to retarn or come to the trae fold
Where would the Liberal party have been
if they had attempted to live up to such
a doctrine? In dost 2nd ashee, as they
were for eightesn years.
¢ Was it not by the help of dissatiefied
Couservatives that the Liberal party
gained their success in 1896 ? I say that
is a mistaken policy, which I have never
believed in and do not believe in today.
I believe in leaving the door open 8o that
the vilest sinner 1aay return. (Laughter
and cheers.)
““I believe in metcy rather. than ven-
geapce. 1f I were to cry ‘out for judg-
ment, or if you were to do o, where
would you and I be? It.is mercy we
want. We may safely ask all who are
outside and who may have opposed us ia
the past to come into our ranks, We will
not kill the fatted calf for them.
(Laughter.)

(€ONTINUED ON SIXTH PAGE.)

Cook’s Cottcn Root Compound.

> : Ladies®* Favorite
j'fi“ =" Ts the only safe, rella’ble
=% can depend

A regulator on which woman
and time of need.”

“in the hour

Prepared in two degrees of

strength. No. 1 and No. 2.

No. 1.—For ordinary cases

is by far the best dollar
medicine known.

2 TFor special cases—10 degrees

No.
stronger—three dollars per box.

TLadies—ask your druggist for Cook’s
Cotton Root Compound. Take no other
as all pills, mixtures and imitations are

dangerous. No. 1 and No, 2 are sold an
recommended by all druggists in the Do-
minion of Canada. Mailed to any address
on receipt of price and four 2-cent postage
stamps. The Cools Company, "

‘ Windsor, Ont.
No. 1 and No. 2 are sold in Fredericton by
all Druggists.

e
 Brteains

Among our assortment of
second-hand machines, we
have to offer two

No. 4 Smith
Fremiers

In splendid shape. Also two
No. 5.l atest
Model Jewett’s

All the above almost new.

Clarke & Taylor

St. John, N. B., Maritime Provinces
Agent for the Smith Premier
Typewriters.

!E. J. Payson, Fredericton Agent.

TENNANT, DAVIES & CLARKE

>

SRR o & i
Seventh Annual

With FREE HEMIMINE, commences

kAl

o bk

inducements.

Feb. 2nd.

This sale originated with us 7 years ago, and has ever since
been a suceess, each year going ahead of the last, and we will
endeavor to cap them all with this one, in offering special

10 per cent. discount and free hemming for

cash, or free hemming without discount if charged, has been
oar rule for 7 years and is the same now.

Fall and Winter Styles !

o e el 4y i

It is good to know all the
latest in Tailor-made Suits,
and this knowledge is easily

acquired by looking over the

Mitchel.l

Fashion
FPlates.

Ladies’ Tailoring in all its
branches neatly done at

ELONATIES, 210 Queen Strest.

£5-Call and see the new Plates for Fall and Winter nd we will quote you prices

CGCREAT SALE OF

Books, Pianos, Organs

and Sewing Machines

We have decided to reduee our stock of gocds before com-
mencing stocktaking ana we have placed on our counters
1,000 best Cloth Bound Books worth 50c., which we will

sell at 25¢. and all our other books in proportion.
Also 10 Pianos, 23 Organs and 16

and look them over.

Call

Sewing Machines at cost for cash only for two weeks,

commencing Tuesday morning, January 13th.

Call and

see the stock whether you wish to purchase or not.

McMURRAY & CO.

Lamp Chimneys,
Lantern Globes,

Lamp Burners,

Lamp Wicks.

At Lowest Prices.

|
]
lw
|
|

JAS.HODGE,
MONEY TO LOAN. l‘

Large sum of monuey, in amounts to suit
applicants, to invest in Real Estate security
at lowest term of interest.

R Mecl ELLAN,

Carleten St.2
Feb. 14, —dwtf.

G,

T. WHELPLEY

Five thousand (5,000) bus.

Onrntario
W hite
Oats ...

G.

Now§in]stock. Also

“VICTOR”

 Gorn

and Dat Feed,
Bran and Hiddlings.

Askfor quotations.

T. WHELPLEU,
310 Queen St., F'ton.



