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AN ABSURD SYSTEM. 

At least three of the St. Jobn news- 

papers—the Globe, the Star and the New 

Freeman—have declared for the abolition 

of the present system of electing alder: 

men in that city, and a return to the old 

ward system. 

The Fredericton city council, in defer- 

ence to public opinion on the subject, 

have a bill before the legislature at the 

present,time providing for a return to the 

ward eyatem, and we trust that the House 

will see that it eecares enactment. 

One of the best arguments presented 

for the abolition of the present plan for 

holding the aldermanic elections and re- 

turning to the ward system, is advanced 

in today’s issue of the New Freeman, and 

which is quite ss applicable to Frederic- 

ton as to St. John. The New Freeman 

gays: : 

“The old system, which gave represen: 

tation to the several warde, by allowing 

the electors in each ward to select the 

men who should represent them at the 

council, wae, in principle and in practice, 

much soperior to the system which now 

obtains. The old system gave each ward 

special interest in the ¢hoice of its alder- 

men, and, as each was accountable for 

the character of the man it selected, local 

pride was appealed: to Eo that the very 

best man etch locality might be 

The canvassing of a ward was 

in 

chosen, 

not such a laborious task as would pre: 

for the 

A mao could in a reasonably 

vent business men offering 

counc:l. 

short time ascertain what desire exitted 

among the voters in his own vicinity, for 

his election. Many a good business man 

who would make an efficient aldermen 

would be prepared to eacrifice some por- 

tion of his time in the public seryice of 

the city, could he bé. at all assured of 

election, while very few are willing 

to run the risk of defeat in etandiog for 

an office which bringslittle remuneration 

and ofen creategeamity. The civic elec- 

tions which have juet taken place are an 

iliostration of the weakness of the pres- 

ent eystem in many respecte. They de- 

monstrate the decay of public interest in 

; The fact that there 

were contests in only two out of the 

civic questioms. 

thirteen wards in the city is eofficient 

proof that eligible men shrink from the 

ordeal of an aldermanic election in which 

the electorate of the whole city must 

decide. The most severe commentary 

upon the ridiculous fiction that the eey- 

eral wards are adequately represented at 

the council is found in the result of last 

Tuoeeday’s voting, when the alderman 

elect for Gays ward received, in Guys 

ward, less than one quarter the number 

of vctas polled for either of the other two 

candidates who unsuccessfully opposed 

him {for the representation of that ward. 

Guys ward is represented ia the council 

by Mr, Tilley who got 31 votes in Guye, 

as again:t 153 polled for Mr. Baskin. 

Sach is civic representation in St. John 

uoder the present noneensical system. It 

should be changed, and that speedily.” 

DREYFUS RESURRECTED. 

The Dreyfus case is again discnssed in 

France, and the victim of justice's mie- 

carriage writes a letter to the minister of 

war aeking a re-opening of the matter. 

The letter, which is dated Paris, April 

21, confirms the report that Dreyfas bas 

been living quietly there for some time 

past. It promises to cause a tremendens 

agitation mong the various elements of 

the political groups for and against Drey- 

foe. The firet part of the letter is a calm, 
earnest plea that the coart which con- | 

demned him et Rennes was improperly 

influenced, first by the anuotated doca- 

ment ascribed to Emperor William, and 

second by the falge testimony of one of 

the witnesses, Czarnueki. After arguing 

on the extent to which theselcontributed 

to his condemnation, Dreyfus recalls in 

graphic terms the long series of horrors to 

which he had been guhj=cted. 

The letter throughout is couched in a 

highly dramatic style, which is likely to 

make it one of the notable papers of the 

case, It refers to Ksterhazy as ‘‘one who 

stands before the entire world as tte 

culprit. 

Judge Lount, who was a coogpicuons 

Liberal member of the House of Com- 

mons during the first session after the 

Laarier government came in, and shortly 

afterwards retired to the Ontario Supreme 

Court bench, is dead of Bright's disease, 

aged 62. He was an eminent lawyer with 

a large practice before ascending the 

bench, and bore a historic name, his 

father having been one of the patriots 

executed fur heading the rebellion which 

resulted in giying Ontario responsible 

government, 

Everybody who admires a plucky 

political fighter will be eorry to hear that 

Hon. Joseph Martin, M, P. P., of Van- 

couver is to lose one of his legs, ampu- 

tation being considered necessary for a 

trouble that base worried him since child- 

bood. Mr. 

career, in Manitoba local politics, then at 

Martin has had a stormy 

Ottawa ,and for the past few years in 

British Columbia, 

friends apparently hold the balance of 

where ha and hie 

power in the legislature, and can turn 

the government out any time they 

choose. : 

Mr. Oliver the Liberal member of 

parliament for Alberts, voiced the feel 

ings of the great msjority of his party 

when in the budget debaie at Ottawa, he 

congratulated the government for hav- 

ing resisted the efforts of the mapufac- 

tariff. 

people of the 

the 

tariff was where it wae a vear ago. When 

turers to force a rise in the 

Mr. Oliver eaid tbe 

country were glad to know that 

bull-dozing wae resorted to by capitsl:ste, 

they got the only answer that could be 

given them. gS 

The word from Ottawa is that there 

will certainly be no Winding Dam legis- 

lation this year although their may be 

other—legiglation. No doubt the vigorous 

protest from the New Branewick govern: 

ment and legislature, and the efforts of 

Hon. Mr, McKeown, Mr. W. T. White- 

bead, M. P. P., and other gentlemen, 

who went to Oitawsa to; kill the projzet, 

are responsible for the practical side- 

teaching of the mischievous mezsare. 

Mr. McLatchey made a very effective 

addrees in the budget debate in the 

legislature 

beartily epplauded throughout his able 

effort. 

thoroughly well 

Friday evening, and was 

The member for Restigouche is 

informed on public 

ideas in good 

vigorous English, and his contribution to 

questions, presents his 

the debate was one of the best features of 

the discussion up to the present time. 

The San after coogigning Mr. Morri- 

son’s speech on the budget to the waste 

basket, tries to even up with that gentle- 

‘Mr. 

Morrison however had’ already enjoyed 

mao by praising his deliverance. 

the satisfaction of reading his gpeech in 

the Herald. 

Frank Sullivan flatly contradicts Gamey 

in the most essential features of the case 

There 

has been tome tall lying, and the judges 

against Prov. Sec’y. Stratton. 

will fiad coneiderable difficafty in s fiing 

the whzat from the chaff. ( 

Sapator Carmichtel of Naw THEA 

N. 8., has resigned, probably on acceunt 

of his advance] age, and it is said that |- 

the vacant seat wiil go to Mr. J. D, Mec- 

Gregor, ex-M. P. P., of the sdme town. 

The Best for $10.00. : 
Yes, it is Edgecombe who sells the very 

best snit of clothes for a ten dollar bill. 
The 20th century clothing is perfection 

in fit, and up to date in style. —d 

To Cure a Cold in On» Day. 

Take Laxative Brome Quinin + Tablets. 

All droggists refund ths moaey if it fails 

to care. E. W, Siew 8 tiznature is on 
each box, 256~, 

America’s Greatest Contralto. 

Thurs lay morning the plan opened to 

gubscribers for the great Clary concert of 

next Thareday night and the manner in 

which the seate were marked off indicated 

at ooce that Mudame Clary would be 

greeted” with a crowded house. Much 

interest has been felt in the appearance 

of this noted singer, nad every day itis 

becoming stronger. Of conree very many 

who intend: to bear America’s greatest 

contra t) and her company were not in- 

claded on the liet of subserivers end all 
such would do well to secure their eeats 

at once before all the gcod positions are 

gone. Clary will eirg among other num- 

bers the ‘‘Lost Chord,” which displays 

to fine advantage that wonderful organ 

like voice of hers. Let no pereon in Fred- 

ericton who can possibly avoid it, mise 

bearing this great contralto Thoreday 

night when she will be ascisted by Mre. 

F. G. Spencer, soprano, and J. A. Kelly, 

tenor, 

Kicked by a Horse. 

Donald, the fifieen year old son of Rey. 
William Ross of Prince William, wae 

kicked in the face by a boree and quite 
seriously injured. Robin Rose, a stadent 

at the business college here, left for home 

this bis home this afternoon in response 

to a message informing bim of the 

accident to his brother. 

A'd Sbeargreen, of Weodstock, was 
among the visitors in the city last night, 

and left for home this morning. 

Cook’s Cotten Root Compound. 
d Ladies’ Favorite, 

fbn = Is the only safe, reliable 
¢ 44 regulator on which woman 

can depend ‘in the hour 
and time of need.” 

Prepared in two degrees of 
strength. No. 1 and No. 2. 
No, 1.—For ordinary cases 

is by far the best dollar 
medicine known. 

2 For special cases—10 degrees “No. 
stronger—three dollars per box. 
Ladies—ask your druggist for Cook’s 

Cotton Root Compound. Take no other 
as all pills, mixtures and imitations are 
dangerous. No. 1 and No, 2 are sold and 
recommended by all druggists in the Do- 
minion of Canada. Mailed to any address 
on receipt of Rica and four 2-cent poxtake 
stamps. Cook Company, 

Windsor, ont. 

No. land 2 are so'd in Fredericton 
by all Druggists. 
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Standard Granulated, bbls. 

Austrian Granulated, 100 1b. bags. 

No. 1 Yellow, bbls 

Cut Loaf, 50 1b. Boxes. 

Icing, 501b. boxes. 

Prices advanced 5c. per 100 lbs, 
this week, and further advances 
are anticipated. 

ww 

JAS. HODGE 
DR. F. W. BARBOUR 

SURGEON DENTIST, 

President and , Her Kew Boston Dental 
College Class 1801. Registered by Mass. State 
Board of Legislation. Facilities and experi 
ence in all branches of Dentistry. Special 
Aliepiion given to saving aching or abscessed 
eeth 
A= Young lady in attendance. 

OPERA HOUSE, 
APRIL 30TH. 

PRESENTING 

Mary 
Louise 
Clary 

America's Greatest Contralto, 

ASSISTED BY 

dn F. G. SPENCER, Soprano. 
J A. KELLY, Tenor, 

AND PIANIST to be announced, 

Plan opens to SB OREIngEs O1ly Thursday 

PRICES, T5¢, and 50c. 

rr 

a | 
April 25. 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON 

HAVE OPENED 

AN IMMENSE STOCK OF 

Ladies’ Rainproof Garments & 
ee Ne 

Phra iaien and Full Length 

INSPECTION AND COMPARISON 

INVITED. 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON, 
AGENTS FOR STANDARD PATTERNS. 

Socoos) 

APRIL 16th. 

News for the Ladies 
We have opened this week— 
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A fine assortment of Sunshades with black and colored handles in 
plain and fancy frilled tops. 

Also Ladies’ Top Skirts in plain black and black with. sifk or satin 
trimming, plain greys and grey stripes. : 

Misses’ Top Skirts in sizes from 29 to 34 ins. 

Ladies’ Silk Walists in all sizes at $3.50 each. i) 

New Collar Tops with tabs in plain white and white and black. 

. 

DEVER BROS. 
ASK FOR FOWNE'S KID GLOVES, : 

They are the best on the market. 

JOHN G. ADAMS, 
The Leadina 
Undertaker. . 

*Phone 2 
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Down Town. Next above Queen Hotel. 

IS 551555 5 NS 5 55S SS SSS Xe: 
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26 Bushels 

176 Large Packages 
Of W. Atlee Burpee & Co.’s Seeds have al- 
ready arrived and a lot more are on the. way, 
including ONION SETS. 

Every ounce of seed we sell is guaranteed 
fresh and true to name. 

BURPEE'S SEEDS THAT GROW. 
SOLE AGENT, 

City Hall 
Corner ei. Y. Dibblee TR 8 

Ed da D 
- 

TTITI TITIES TI TITSI SITS ‘i 

P
E
A
R
I
R
P
E
P
R
I
R
I
R
N
 

PR
PS
 I
GF
 P

S 

JUST ARRIVED, ANOTHER LOT OF. 

por A108 

Art | Squares, : 

Rugs and 

Door Mats 
{EDOM 

" 8 SRG. x WELATE 

Our Spe Department is well filled with a beautiful line of gh 

vo aelg 

Carpets, Oilcloths, oy hn 
Linoleum and TRTRRRE 

Japanese JAatHE. 
bo 

sian Lm a rman rm ye 

LEMONT '& SONS | a 
Use Lemont’s Furniture Polish. a $ 3 

[VA SA 


