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MR. BLAIR'S FUTURE. 

The report that {Mr. Blair has resigned 

his eeat in parliament is not confirmed, 

and Mr. Blair himself says it is pre- 

mature, but there can be little doubt that 

| the announcement will be officially made 

within a very short time, poseibly dor- 

ing the present week. 

Mr. Blair, it is admitted will be 

appointed to the chairmanship of the 

railway commission, a pogition which his 

ability and legal and railway experience 

admirably fit him to fill, and the country 

is to be heartily congratulated {on being 

able to secure the services of so eminent 

a gentleman for the office. In the mean- 

time Mr. Blair it is said, will vieit the 

United States to secare information bear- 

ing on his new duties. 

The departure of Mr. Blair from active 

political life will be sincerely regretted 

by every Canadian who takes a pride in 

geeing the ablest men of the country 

guiding the administration of public 

affairs, and especially by the Liberal 

party which has had great satisfaction in 

recognizing the New 

Brunswicker as one of Ms leaders. 

Mr, 

life, snd has led a strenocus existence for 

distingnished 

Blair has been in active political 

the past twenty five yeare, and it is small 

wonder to his friends at least, that he is 

freeing himeelf from the onerous and 

exacting official duties which he has bad 

to discharge, first as premier of his native 

province and for the past seven years as 

head of an important department of the 

federal government. Mr, Blair was a - 

ways a hard worker, and the etrain cast 

Apon him would bave broken down a less 

physically strong man. For twenty years 

he has borne the burden of exacting 

official daties and his friende, while gin- 

cerely regretting his removal from active 

political life, will extend to himfthe wish 

that he may find. his new position con- 

genial to his tastes. They feel sure that 

he will give excelient sarvice to the 

country. 

THE ONTARIO SITUATION. 

Premier Ross, of Ontario, has not given 

any public opinion of the result of the 

North Renfrew election, bat it is said by 

Ontario newspapers supporting him that 

he has no intention of paying heed to 

the Tory demand for the governments 

resignation. Mr, Roes has still a mejority 

at his back in the legislature; and there 

- igifight enough in him to stand by his 

‘guns and defend the Liberal citadel in 

Queen’s Park, Toronto, 80 long 28 the 

legislature ie prepared to vote confidence 

in his administration. Apy other course 

even af the impertinent demands of the 

Tory opposition wool 1 be cowardly, and 

the Ontario premier has never been 

accused of cowardice in the face of the 

enemy. 

There are five election patitions lodged 

against as many supporters of the govern- 

ment, but none of them are scheduled for 

trial before the middle of January. The 

Ontario House generally meets in Jana- 

ary, and during the session all election 

petitions are hang up. Premier Ross will 

probably call the legislature together at 

once, transact the business of the country 

by the aid of his majority of three, and 

continue in office notwithstanding the 

threatening attitude and demands of 

the Whitney gang, who like the 

proverbial Tory out of office, 

as savage as she bears. The premier 

could no doubt secure a dissolution of the 

legislature, bot 80 long as his party is in 

the majority, there is no valid reason for 

him following such a course. In British 

Columbia the Tory government "met the 

legislature without an assared ‘majority, 

and why should the Ontario government 

are 

# 

throw ap the sponge: when it can coups} 

on a safe majority of threes with the 

Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. Thorne, who owns the San, Editor 

Scott of the same newspaper, and Mr. 

Hazen, are in Montreal conferring with 

the Tory Machine on election matters. 

The Machine in Montreal centres around 

the Star office while the Machine in St. 

John has its headquarters on Canterbury 

street Very near the Sun offica. It is 

probable that the Tory candidates for 

New Bronswick,K will be named at the 

Montreal conference, so that the people 

who profess to be Tories will have little 

to say in the matter. That is the way 

the Tory Machiaon works, 

A NAVAL PROBLEM. 

Bridge Is Too Expesed for the Sigmallers, 

Runting Tossers. 

The signallers in the British navy 
are nick-named ‘‘bunting-tossers,’’ 
and like their compeers in our land 

services from a set apart by them- 

selves. There is a sort of I'reemas- 
onary in their circles, and they are 

somewhat non-communicative except 
to certain superiors in rank. Even 

then, messages during active service 
are passed through, and need not 
necessarily transpire, as when a de- 

serter in the Eastern Transvaal 
‘“‘called up’’ by helip his own station, 
and inquired, to the delight of his 

own comrades, how ‘old DBroud- 

wood’ was ‘‘getting on.” 

Signalling communication is main- 
tained between warships by colored 
signal flags, flag semaphore, and 
wireless telegraphy. The group of 
signallers aboard is under the cam- 
mand of a non-commissioned oflicer, 

called the ‘““Yeoman of Signals." As 
in the army, both he and his signal- 

lers are badly paid for their highly 

technical services. 
During the time of peace the means 

of communication may be termed ef- 

fective. Marconi’s receiving instru- 
ment obtains the fullest advantage 
it demands, viz., exposure on the top 

of a very lofty mainmast. 
But what of the situation during a 

naval engagement? The Yoeman of 
Signals knows well that it is an im- 
possible one. Nelson paced the deck 
of the Victory during Trafalgar’s 
battle with Hardy alongside, and his 
signalman behind him. The captain 
of the huge H.M,S. London of our 
Mediterranean squadron, with its 

dreadful amount of top hamper and 
running rigging, under the conditions 
of the present day high velocity 
lyddite shell, must retire within the 
conning tower under the forebridge, 
and its chart house superstructure. 
The fore and after bridges and 

their superstruetures in action will 
be shot away or set on fire to the 
danger of the directing officers in the 
conning tower immediately under- 
neath by reason of splinters and 
smoke. German warship constructors 
are obviating this danger by greatly 
modified designs composed of iron 

and steel. 
The position, therefore, af the sig- 

nallers is in battle untenable. Mar- 
coni’'s instrument in time of peace 
can be tapped, which is bad enough; 
during action it will be shot away. 
How will visual signalling be main- 
tained during a naval battle of the 
future? Yeomen 

their shoulders when you ask them 

this question. No onc waboard ship 
will be able to live unless under cov- 
er of casemates. Even the doctors 
will not trouble about amputations 
in the confusion, but move from hor- 
ror-stricken battery to battery lemd- 
ing first aid. 
The only solution of the difficulty 

lies in wireless telegraphy. At Argo- 
stoli last year Prince Louis of Bat- 
tenburg with his weaker fleet, ram 
the hlockade successfully by paraly- 
sing the wireless telegraphy instru- 
ments. Not only must the instru- 
ments be ‘‘tuned,”’ but the ‘‘receiv- 
er’ must be alge within the coning 

tower. 

of Signals shrug . 

Results from common soaps: 
eczema, coarse hands, ragged 
clothes, shrumken flannels. 

SURLIGHT 
SOBP J 

AsK for the Octagon Bar 

REDUCES 

MR. ALEX. BROGAN 
Is the man to deliver you 

| Fresh Fich of all kinds. 

He also deals in 

Country Produce. 

Fresh Eggs, Butter and Fowl always 

on hand. 

ha Sole agent for Angle Lamps. 

always in stock. : 
Fittings 

Peoples Bank of New Brunswick 
A dividend of 4 per cent. on the Capital 

Stock of this Bank, tor the half year ending 
31st, inst | will be pay’ able to the stockholders 
on or atter Friday the 15th January, 1904, 

J. W. SPURDEN, 

Manager, 
+ Fredericton, Dec. 15th, 1903 

Red Heifer Found. 
Found in woods at Kingsclear, one red 

Heifer two years old. Owner can have same 
by describing property and paying expenses. 
If not claimed betore January 15th will be 
sold, Address 

JAMES MILLS, 

Central Kingsclear. 
Dec. 24—-d1w3i 

W. H. IRVINE, M.D,, 
Phvsician and Surgeon. 

1656 KING STREET 
(Adjacent Methodist Parsonage). 

Telephone 350 

DR. F. W. BARBOUR, 
SURGEON DENTIST, 

President and Prizeman Beston Dental 
iis 31 Class 1891. Registered by Mass. State 

of Legislation. Facilities and experi 
ence in all branches of Dentistry. Special 
ps garg given to saving aching or abscessed 

eth. 
A Young lady in attendance, 

F. ST. JOHN BLISS 
Barrister, Notary, etc. 
Snes Oa ner Carleton and Queen sts, 
Entrance Carleton street—Telephone 284 

PUBLICATIONS 
“The New Highway to the Orient.” 
* Westward to the Far East.” 
“Fishing «nd Shooting in Canada.” 
“Time Table with Notes.” 2 
“ Around the World.” - 
“ Ciimates of Canada.” 
“ Quebec—Summer and Winter.” 
« Montreal —The Canadian Metropolis.” 
“ Houseboating on the Kootenay.” ,. 
“ Across Canada to Australia.” 
“ Banff and the Lakes in the Clouds.” 
“The Yoho Valley and Great Glacier,” 
* The Challenge of the kockles,"’ 

*¢ Western Canada.” 
“ British Columbia.” 
“Tourist Cars,” 
Write for descriptive matter, rates, ete., to 

C. B. FOSTER, 
D.P.A,, C.P.R,, ST, JOHN, N. B, 

rm con 

i erry Christmas 

A Happy New Year 
TO ALL. 

Jas. D. Fowler, 
The Optician and Jeweler, 

Opposite Post Office, © « =~ Fredericton, N. B. 
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ON TEDDATL AS 
Have gone through their 

Dress 

Goods f 

jolie Stock 
And selected all short lengths and laid them out on the Centre 
Counter at greatly reduced prices. An inspection is sqffsited. 

] 

JOHN J. WEDDALL 8& SON 
Agenis for Standard Patterns. 

{ CHRISTMAS FURS 
3 Now is the time to purchase Furs. 4 : 

8 | 
8 
3 

Ladies’ Black Astrakhan Jackets 
from $25.00 to $45.00 

Fur Lined Capes ALL $15. 00 

to $48.00 

Ladies’ and Children’s Storm git: Muffs, Caps and 
Mitts in all qualities of Far. 

DEVER BROS. 
POY IY FIV VI OL 4 

PP PAE EE 

Dr. Bark’s Toilet 

= Ammonia - 
Perfumed with Violet, yi ¥ the Bath. 25 

cents pint bottle. Dr. Bark’s Violet Witch 

Hazel, an elegant toilet requisite. 25 cents 

a bottle. - 

Druggist, opp . 

City Hall. 1 € ow (x€0. Y. Dibblee : 

Portrait Frames 
We bave just received a choice line of medium grade 16 in. by 20 i & 

in. Portrait Frames. These Frames will be sold much cheaper than i 
‘they can be bought from travelling salesmen. 3 : 

JOHN G. ADAMS, 
Down Town Next above Queen Hotel. Phone 28 

Christmas is over but New Years is yet to come. If you 
have neglected to bay your Christmas presents you will have 
a splendid chance to select New Years gifts. We are showing 
a splendid line of 

- Bedroom Furniture - 
Furniture, Bedroom Sets, Deessig Tables; Chiffoniers, ith 

LEMONT & SONS. 
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