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SGHOOLS OF NEW BRUNSWICK.

Extracts from Annual
Report of

CHIEF SUPT. INCH.

Ai?falling Off in Attendance
and Some of the Causes.

In his annual report to the legielature
on the ectiools of New Brunswick for the
past year, Cuief Supt. Ioch says:

It is to be regretted that the number of
gchoole in operavion during tbe year |
under review, as well as the number of
pupils enrolled, shows a considerable de-
cresse in comparieon with the coi-
responding nambers of recent years. The
causes of the falling off will_be discassed
on a later page.

The folllowing summary of the statisti-
cal tables presents a ' general com-
parigon of the work of the two terms
ander review, with that of the corre-
sponding terms of tbe previous twelve
monthi:

Number of Schools, Teachers, Pupils, etc.

1902-3 1902-3
/ 1st term .. 2ndterm
No. schoole... 1,778 1,726
Decrease.... 17  Decrease 10
No. teachers.. 1858 1,815
Decrease.... 11. Dacrease 10
No. puopils...57,518 59313
Dzcreaee.... 1,057 Dacrease 1,164
Proportion of Population at School.
1st 2ad
term. term,
y 1902-3 1902-3
Proportion of popu-
lation at echool..lin 5.75...... 1io0 5.59
No. of puoils under
6 years of*age.. 1482 1258
Decrease,......... BB o 264
No.between 6 and
Y AR SR oM % Y 54628
Decrease.......... g8 - 5. ¥, 722
. No. over 15 years 2290 ... 3427
Decreate ...... ... .. . S R 178
Number of boyr... 28189 ...... 30172
BRETeuy:....00ovisas TET sy 595
Namber of g rle... 29329 ...... 29141
Decreasse............. Say ' o 569
~Graod total no. e~
of daye made hy )
pupils enrolled..3257733 ...... 4338116
Decreass......... bl SFORLE .0 . 226813
Average pumber
of pupile daily
present \daring
time  g:hools
were in sesion.. 38671 ...... (37552
AXICIPRBY oo, oven roshrt 100 Decr aze 1184
Average nomber ik
daily present;for

fall {term.........
JXNOT@a8D. .. ssvtn e, .
Pereent present daily
school sesgivp.:. 67.23 ...
'éncrense... corenneeee 1,39 Decrease
ercentage daily
pres ntfoliterm 6436 ...... 58 79
locrease,.............. 156 Decrease .83
The statistics dicclose tbe fact that
‘while there was an increate each year
from 1890 to 1899 in the Humber of
popils enrolled in the public echoole,
there has been tince 1899 ao annaal de-
crease. Thie backward tendency is to be
regretted and calls 1or explapation,
In my opinion the principal causes
gicb have brought aboat a rerult go nn#

37019 34873
232 Decrease 1185

63.31
74

isfactory are the followirg:

1. The scarcity of teachers, especially
teachers of the higher classes. Many
schools have been ciosed for one or m(re
terms hcciuss of the d fHealty of ottair-
ing tsacbers oo t e terms offered. |
This difficulty is experienced not only
in New Brunewick, but in every province
of the Dominion and to some extent
in the Uaited States. The period from
1899 to the present has been a period of
marked bueiness prosperity.  Teachers
of both eexee have been able to find
raore remunerative employment than the
teaching profession in New Brupswick
‘bae offerel them. Toere has also been
an urgent demand for our highes: cluss
teachers in South 4’rica and in British

\

Columbia and the North Western districts
of our own Dominion, where teachers
command muach higher salaries thsn in
this province. School troste s and rate-
payers generally (especially those ontside
of cities and towne) have failed to recog-
n'ze the changed conditions, and prefer
to leave the gehoola olosed or to employ
the cheapeet teachers rather tban offer
sach ealaries as would command the
eervices of the test, There are in coxne
parts of the province indications that
the people are awakening to the peceesity
of providiog better salaries for t:achers,
but under oar present syatem of schoul
districts the proepect of any marked im-
provement is not encouragiog,

The numbers who take oor Normal
School conrse and receive licenses (0 teach
would be amply sufficiant to supply all
our schools were we able to retain their
services'; but many of them reman in
the school eervice ‘but a very short time.

2. Avpother cause of the falling off in
attendance is the frequent closing of
schools by health officers on account of
the prevalence of epidemic or contegions
diseases. Epidemicsof such fa'al diseages
sssmallpox, diptheria and scarlatina have
been, perbape, of mora frequent occur-
rence during the last four or five years
than formerly ; but whetber such bette'
cate or not it is clear that tbe better
organization and more prompt action of
boarde of health have resalted in the
closing of the schools much more fre-
quently than in former years. Scheo's
bhave occasionally been closed on account
of the appearance in a community of one
or more cases of the milder epidemiz die-
eases of cbildhood, such es whooping |
corugh, mom: g, measles, efc. The decr-

bundreds of cbildren growing up in illit-
eracy under the shbadow of our well
equipped schyol bulldinge. Whetever
may be the difficulties in’ the way ot an
effective enforcement of a rigid Compaul-
sory Attendance Law in rural distriets, I
am convinced that euch a lsw could be
administered with excellent resulte io
well orgapizad towns and citier. It is
principally a qu:stion of appointiog
competent officiais to enforce the provi-
sions of the law, and ot iocurring the
necossary expenses of itg adminietwlation.

Number and Class of Teachers Employed.

The total number of teachers emploved
during the year was 1858 for the first
term snd 1815 for the second term—clag-
sified as followe:

FIRST TERM.
Males. Femalee.

Grammar School Class... 25 2
First Class Saperior...... 49 5
First Class...... 76 294
Second Clase... ERE L 807
Thir@ ClaW:, S Lihviiiig 80 330
Holding Local Liceose... 3 35
Claes Room Assistants... 1 22

363 1,485

SECOND TERM,
Males. Females.

Grammar Scbool Class... 21 2
Firs: Class Superior.. 48 3 comd
Fivat Ol .. s . ki T 307
Second Class,... e A 22 766
o 5Ty e A o SRR 77 317
Holding Loca! License... 3 4
Ciass Room Assistante.... 3 25

341 1,474

of teachers employed lees thao, 20 per
cent. are men, lesi than 25 per cent. hold
liceoses above Class II., about 50 per
cent. hold licenses of Class IL, and
aboat 25 per cent. hold the lowest claes of
licenee. Since 1900 the number of an
train d teachers employed has ivcreased

eion 88 to the neceseity of closirg the
schcol moet, of course, in all cases re t
witb the local Lealth officer ; but it may |
not be ont of place t» fuzeest that before §

{ from 21 to 57.

Dishursement of Provincial Graats.

The t tal provioeisl grants to echoolg of

It will be seen that of the tafal uumberl

The building presents a handsome af-
pearance. It occupies a command
ing " site, being that fiormerly oceo-
pied by the Kjnge Connty Court House,
on the summit of the hill upon which
Kingston is built., The building is of
wood of two and a half stories, and a
brick basement nine and a half feet high
The roof is steep pitched, terminatiog
with ventilating torrete, and is shingled
with creoeote stained shingles. The walle
are covered with clapboards and fancy
cut shingles.

There are three schoolroems of 26x33

[
|

|

feet, and a teacheis’ room on the gronndi

Megore, McKean & Dunn were the
architects, and the contractor was Mr,
J. L. Schiefer,

The total expenditure on the building,
grounds and echool vans to date is about
$16,000. A large ttable or shed to prc-
tect the vars will he erected in the
Soring. The cowplete plant when fur-
nished and eqnipped will probably co:t
in the vicinity of $20.000.

Saven vans wiill be required, costing

| about $180 each delivered at Kingston.

Two of these vans have already been for-
warded, the othcrs ars in Ottawa await-
ing orders to be ehipped.

floor. Onpe of theee rooms is used for
“‘manual trainirg"” aod will be fitted op
with the uosoal appliances for that
parpose.

Thesecond floor has three rooms of 26x
188 fsct, a Jahoratory and a priocipal’s
| room, to be fitted ap es a lib ary, ete.
Ooe of the ronms on this flsor will be used
{for teaching *‘nounselold science” and will

takiog the extra meesare of interraptiog | all gredes for the year 1902-3 amonnted to | be firt=d vp for that parpose. Ia the halls
and serionsly dico-gan'zing the work o! ! $160,825 79, adecrease c¢f $1,401 40 on the | of each of thase two floors are cloak rooncs
the echoole, such exact engn'ry should te | disbursement of the previous yesr. The | made of wirg, 6} feet high. T ie agsemtly

made in regard to the facts a: 1o rondnrl

above does not incluce the sum of §,216.54

it clesr that the public safety demands | paid on accouot of New Brunswick papils

euCH a coarse.
3 A third cause fur the falling off in

| at the School for the Bliod, Halifax, and

the further eum of $935, yraots to repair

the enrolmeat and attendance of pupils | or bunild echool bounees in poor districts.

tas b-en the neglect of parents to comoly 3

| The totai expeodiiure duriog the year

with the provieione of the Vaccinaticn I 1902 3 for the maintenance of the Gram-
Ac's of 1902 and 19003 Hucrdreds of | mar, Supetior and Common Schools ig

children have thus been deprived of |
school privilezes dnriog the last two;
tbis pareotal |
negiect arises from simple indifference, |

yesrs, In many casee
in other cases from unwillingness to
iocar the trounle and expense of employ-
iog a medical practitioner, in some cases
from exaggerated apprehensions as to
the dangers incurred by the operation,
and in a few cases from alleged consci-
entione scroples ariging fromn peculiar
religious viewe. ~ It is unfortunately trae
that the = obligation. of sending ther
children to ¢c ool rests eo easily npon
the conecience of nct a few parents that
the slightest excuse for neglecting their
duty in thig regaia js not unwillibgly
avalied of. 1fthe respoasibility of leav-
ing tneir children without school privi-
leges can by any pretext be shifted upon
other stioulders tbey feel a sense of relief,
wvh the additionsl loxury of baving a
grievauvca 10 nurse.

4. Another caus3 of diminished enrol-
ment has b-eo the changiog of the age of
entrance into the echools from five years
a8 fo‘mevly.to 8ix years by the provision
of the Schools Act 1900. Thie change
‘coming at a lime when active business
conditions in the province tended to
withdraw the older pupils from the
echools at an earlier ags than in periods
when remunerative employment was not
%0 eacy to obtain, hes still farther limited
the attendanca at the schools, the echool
Jue haviog been practically saortened by
at lees’ one year.

In view of all the facts above stated,
and. others that could be abduced, the
diminiehed enrolment of popils in the
pablic echools has really been lees than
might have been anticipated uuder the
-ombined circomstances which have
tended to obstruct progrees in this
direction.

The tableshows that the enrolment in
the cities and towns bas varied but little
for the last siven years. There i3 o
doubt that in most of these cities and
towne the population bas materially in-
during this time. The enrolment in the
echoo’'s ehonld bhave incressed propor-
tionally, A censns of the children of
school age would establish tbe sad fact
that in every city and town there are

{approximately a: follows :
Digtrict assessmen's (approxi-
O . o b S i $374,196 00

County fand........ e 94,969 24
Provincial grabus....c...o.eeeveins 160,825 79
pi 1 5 BT U $629,991 03

Average smoant per pupi enrolled
about $9 50.

The County Fund.

The total amount of the County fand
for the year was $97,215.78, dis iurzed as
follows : |
To trusiees of patlic echonle....$94,969 24
School for the Blind, Halifax... 2,246 54

$97,215 78

Tre gpecial ram appcrtioned to pror
distric's was $5,001 52,

Tobere were 50 Superior and 13 Gram -
mar Scbools in operst on dnring the y-ar,
Twenty-two teachers receivel tha pro
viocial Grammar 8chool grant.

What does iv profit a woman if she giin
t#e whole world of kooal-dge and 1ose
her own health? Younrg women stn-
dents and schuo! teachere, eager, amb ti-
one, en i fall of energy, very often neglect
their health in the etruggle tH prin edn
cation., Toey eat insuflicient food, eni
at irregular hourg, they allow irregularity
of the womanly fanctions to be estab-
lished, and the resalt is thet they becorre
chronic iovalida with all their education
practicaily wcrthless. There ie a plain
road beok to health for snch as theese,
marked by the feet of thonsands. It is
the use of Dr. Pieree’'s (3olden Medical
Diecovery for diseases of tbe stomach and
aigaetive and natritive organg, and Dr,
Pierce’s Favorite Prescription for direaser
of the delicale orgavs of womaohord, A
cure o certainly follows the use of these
remedies that oat of hundreds of thou-
sands who bhave tried the treatment,
ninety-eight in every hundred have been
pecfectly and permarently cored. Con-
stipation, with its calamitons conse-
quencee, which is a common ailment of
students, can be entirely cared by the ase
of Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellete.

-~

The length of the world’s railwaye is
more than 17 times the circamference of
the earth at the equator,

hall, 80227 f-er, iz on the third floor, and
there i8 on the same H)ror & spare rcom
over the hoos:h»ld sciencs room. The
basement con'ains payrooms for wet
weathier, the hot-ir furnaces and fael
{ Tue ran taries s1e in a t€pa ate boilding,
the dry earty s/+t-m briog osed.

Tue MacpoxarLp CoxsoLipAaTep ScimoL Buirping At Kixasron, Kixgs Co.

Thbe McDsnald fund is chargeable with
the entire cist of tne bniiding furnished
and eqnipped, the entire cost of the vaps
delivered at Kingston, half the vost cf
conveying the children to the school, the

cost of maintaining the school and raviog

the salaries of the teachers for thice years
—'ess the nsva! provineial grant to the
teachers, the c.unty fand graat, asd a
lavy upon the ucited districte apnually,
eqaal to the average amount vo'e | at the
school meetirgy for school maintenarce
fcr the years 1899 to 1901 inclusive.

The g:utleman appointed as principal
of the school year is Mr, D. W, Hamiltoo,
M. A., a graduate of the Uaniversity of
New Brunswick, and an experienced and
sucessful teacher.

T st e e e = e i

Missionary Killed.

|
|

New York, March 12, -A cable des-
| patech from U umias, Pereia, snnounces
| that Dr.Laberis, an American missivvary
bae teen killed.

The victim is believed to be the Rev.
Dr. Benjamin Labarr, one of the beet
koown Presbyterianu miesionaries in the
Asiatic field, who has been stationel in
Pere’a since 1869, 3

Na report of his death has yet reached
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis-
giope. Dr. Labarr wsas nearly 80 vears
old, ard had a son who assisted him in
his work. Tbey are natives of Maesa-
chuselts,

FOOLS UsE WASBES AND SNUFFS

Thinking perheps they - will core
catarrh—tut no one «ver heard of a
g:nuine care fcliowing such sspssiese
treatments,
and thorough care for cutarrh and it is
fregrant healing = Cstarrhczone which:
goes right to the root of t! e trouble. It
destroys the germe, heals the 1cflamed
membranes and cu es any fase no matter
how obstinate or longz standing. ‘I
experimnented for years with catarrb
remedies bat found Cstarth zire the
most rational and eatisfactory,”’” writes W.
J. MacEachern of Waterville. ‘It cuared
m3 for all time.” For a enre rure uga

ooly Catarchcz)ne. Complete outfit,$1.055
trial g1z + 25¢.

N

. Household utensils can be made to look as good as new by washing in a
suady solution of Sunlight Soap. They will shine and glitter thus helping to
make the home bright and inviting. gy : >

Sunlight Soap means less than half the labor required in washing with com-
mon soap—and makes everything spotlessly clean. : g 3 S

Sunlight Soap is made of pure cils and fats, contains no ingredient injurious
to the hands or clothing.

ASK FOR THE OCTAGON BAR
Sunlight Soap Washes the Clothes White and won't Injnre the Hands
LEVER BROTHERS LIMITED, TORONTO

Sa

There is jn t ore prompt.



