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SOME RECORDS 

The Newspaper Files 

at the British 
Museum. 

A RICH STOREHOUSE OF 

JOURNALISTIC HISTORY. 
N 

Some Peculiarities of the 
Early Newspapers in 

England. 

LJ 

His Majesty's Office of Works is 
just beginning at Hendon, to raise a 

bouse in which tons off newspaper 
files now at the British Museum will 

cventually be depositedf There is a 
whole newspaper-land in the Museu 
—a land from which a file of almost 
any Inglish modern paper can be 

dug out. Space gets more valuable 

at Bloomsbury, and this building is 
necessary at Hendon for the storage 

of “newspapers and other printed 

matter” rarely required for use. 
That is the definition which a Par- 

liamentary statute applies to the 

purposes of the Hendon annex. It 

also requires that the “newspapers 
and the printed matter so removed’ 

shall be made available on due no- 
tice being given at the Museum. In 

other words, the newspapers at Hen- 

don will be brought to London for 
reference when they are needed. 
Needless to say that the files that 
are constantly being needed will not 
go "there at all. Under* the Copy=- 
right Act copies of newspapers and 
periodicals, as of books, must be 
sent to the British Museum. The 
newspaper mountain which this has 
produced can, in the trite phrase, 

better be imagined than descrilied. 
In fact it could not be described, be- 
cause much of it is buried away in 
the basements of the Museum. The 
figures as to the sets of newspapers 
and fortnightly and monthly publi- 
cations received there, are however, 
sufficiently eloquent. 
In 1900 the number 

contributed by London was 1,226; 

by provincial England, Wales, and 

the Channel Islands, 1,664; by Scot- 

land; $288: and “by. “Ireland; . 222. 

of such sets 

sets, representing 220,369 Single 
numbers of papers and kindred pub- 
lications. The number of sets in! 
1890 was 2.472, and the single num- 
bers of papers 170,838—a striking 
increase on the ten years. However, ! 
there has been a slight drop. For 
1901 the sets numbered 3,170, and 
the single number of sets was 3,392, 
comprising 199,067 single numbers.’ 
It is worth noting that of these sets’ 
rather more than a third were pul- 
lished in London and the suburbs. 
Whwn Colonial and foreign news- 
Papers are added it will be seen what 
a harvest flows to the Museum. 
Every twelve momths it literally 
gathers into its now well-filled vast- 
ness huge loads of printed paper. 
Yet so carefully kept are the files 
that they can readily be consulted. 
even when they are purely local 
papers. The general reader does not 
want them, but it is interesting to 
learn that perhaps they are most 
frequently necded for their reports of 
law cases. Tt is the file that is ask- 
<d for only now and then which will 
find Jodgement . at Hendon. There 
will be a fine flitting when the build- 
ing there ig ready, but until that day 
18 nearer the sorting out of what is 
to remain at Bloomsbury and what 
is to go to the country will not be- 
gin. At present there is simply the 
order of Parliament laying down the 
line of selection—a process of natur 
al selection: applied to masses of 
newspapers. 
; The treasures of newspaper history 
in which the British Museum is so 
rich, will it goes without saying, 
abide where they are. Nobody is 
likely to be consulting the ““Merciir=! 
ius Gallobelgicus™” of 1588, in the 
sense in which files are ugnally con- 
sulted. That copy of the forerunner 
of newspapers, as. it is regarded, 
stands by itseli a strange curiosity. 
So does the spurious *‘ISnhlish Mer- 
curie’” of about the same period, and 
the “‘Weekly News’ of fully thirty 
years later. The ‘“‘Mercurius Politi- 
cus’ of September 2, 1658, had an 
account of the death of Oliver Cron- 
well." By January, 1661, the ““Mer- 
curius Pu?blicus’’ was describing the 
hanging of the bodies of Cromwell 
and Ireton. Between tines the res 
toration had come, and on May 30 
1660, the ‘““Mercurius Publicus’’ ro- 
ported the proclamation of Chaecles 
IT. as King. Thn Sir Roger 1. Iis- 
trange was editing the “Intelligen-! 
cer!” in August, 16683, and by 1665, | 
the © Oxford Gazetia” ‘which after-' 
wards heegme our trusty ‘‘I.ondon 
Gazette,” was being issued. Tt does 
not deseribe fires nowadays, but in 
its eighty-fiftth number it gave an 
account of the great fire of Tondon. 

Ii Mr. Pulitzer could only get those 
wonderful back numbers “across the 
Atlantic—which he is not in the least 
likely to do—they might afford hints 
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{ Archivist, on account of the insufli- 
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style, good coats to wear 

How's Your 

A few only left, to clear at $250. 

RAINCOAT or UMBRELLA? 

COCO 

The balance of that tremendous purchase of Rain Coats for Ladies and Gentlemen 
that we talked so much of, goes on sale this week. 

Men's Macintosh Rainproof Coats 

with Capes, 

Men's Grey Showerproof Dress Coats, 

Perfect fitting, the best garments to be found in the city. Sale price $6.50, $7.50 and 

w $10.00, sizes 34 to 48, chest measure. 

Showerproof Coats. 
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Ladies’ 

Umbrellas. 

Rain Coats for Ladies. 

38 Ladies’ Waterproof Coats, 52 to 60 inches long, one of a kind, choice of the lot 
$2.50, regular prices $4.00 and upwards. 

3-4 Size Rain Coats. 

Only a few left of the sample Coats, the highest priced ones 
worth $7.00 to $1200, on sale this week at $4 50, $5.75 and $6.50, sizzs 34 to 42, 

Ladies’ L.ong Rainproof Coats, 

Made up to wear and of the latest styles, in grey, licht, fawn, dark grey, black, 
champagne and all other new shades, sale price $4.75, $6 00, $7.50 and $8.50. These 
garments cannot be bought elsewhere for } more. Cost nothing to see our range of 

Every garment must be cleared out. 

Men’s Waterproof Coats, black and colors, Raglan 
as a Spring Top Coat at $2.95, 8375, $4.50 and $6.50 

Umbrellas. 

For Ladies and Gentlemen, from 5%¢., €0c, 75c., $1.00, $1.25 up to §3 50. 
‘price is a leader, Try us. 

* M. Fickler & Co. 
Makers of Low Prices. 
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students. in his proposed 
of journalism. Quite Ameri- 
its way was the idea of the 
Post,” von Decémber 106, 

1695, of leaving hall its sheet vac- 
ant, so that subscribers might write 

in their own news when they sent 

the paper to friends. They have one 
cent papers in America, but there 
was a ‘“‘London Farthing Post’ at 
so remote a date as December, 1718. 
If tnat was the first farthing paper, 
the #Daily. Udirant'’ ofp Manel, 

1702 or 1703, is believed to have 
been the first daily. You might read 
the story of the’ Stamp Act and its 

abolition on the face of the news- 
paper files at the British Museunw 

“Junius’s” first letter is there in the 

Public Advertiser, and the Times, 
ten years after it had begun to ap- 

pear, reports a case where a man 
was fined £5 for letting people sit 
in his rooms and read his papers at 
a charge of a penny each, 
There is no end to the interest of 

the British Museum newspaper files— 
for instance, they suggest the won- 
derful growth of the local newspaper 
in England—and really extracts from 
them would make a fresh and inti- 
mate history of England. They are, 
of course, so many local histories, 
which recalls that two years ago a 
bill was introduced in parliament for 

to the 
school 
can in 

the transfer of the local newspapers. 
to local authorities. As it did notl 
become law, they will continue to be 
part and parcel of the innumerable 
British Museum files. 

Tr 11's A bilions attack, take Chamber- 
lain’s Stomach and Liver Tablets and a 
g1ck recovery is certain. For sile by 
¢1l oraggia's. 

About that woman who claims to lise 

chiefly on ar. Soe must ba sn airese, 

[oun 1-087 to Ba Coveted. 

Mr. A. G. Doughty of Quebec, hav- 

ing refused the post of Dominion 

ciency of the salary—$1,900—it will 

he necessary for the Government to 

find some other literary man, and 

one who is willing to overlook in- 

adequate remuneration and do the 
work pavily forthe, love ofits This 

was the case with Dr. Douglas Brym- 

ner, the first archivist, who during 

many years labored conscientiously 

and well, with many obstacles to 

encounter in the shape of Parlia- 
mentary and public indifference, and 
a meagre grant of money for ex- 

penses. As the ordinary political of- 

fice=sccker cannot fill the office of ar- 

thivist, which must go to some one 
possessing qualifications, there seems 
to be some hesitation about makimy 
it a post to be coveted. 

‘The Best Liniment 

“I have derived great benefit from the 

use of Chamberlain’s Pain Balm for rhen- 

matism and Jumbago,”’ says Mre. Anna 

Hagelgans, of Tuckabce, N. J. “My 
busband ueed it for a sprained beck and 

was also quickly relieved. In fact itis 
the best family liciment I have ever 
used, I would not think of being with- 
out it. I have recommenced it to many 
an they slwave epeak very highiv of it 
and declare its ments are wonderfal.” 
For sale by all druggists. 

An English School rece. 

THere is probably no old English 
custom so rich in interesting mei- 
ories as the pancake-tossing cere- 
mony of which the hall of Westmin- 
ster School was recently the scene. 

The custom, which is known to the 

boys by the unaesthetic name of 

“Grease,” has an unbroken history 

which takes us back to the days of 
Queen Bess, when as many as 300 

boys ‘would scramble in one tumul- 

tuous heap for the possession of a 
solitary pancake. Heneage Finch, 
first Earl of Nottingham, groveled 

with the rest long years before he 
subsided into the no less coveted 
Woolsack. John Dryden, the par- 

son's boy from Northamptonshire, 

struggled on the floor with young 
Christopher Wren; and 

crowd of pancake-snatchers in 1743 
you might have picked out William 
Cowper, Warren Ilastings and Char- 
les Churchill, all very small boys, to 
whom the pancake loomed. much larg- 
er than the laurels they later won. 

And among the scrambling crowds 
ol other years were John Locke, 
Charles Longley (destined to be Pri- 

mate of all England), Edward Gib- 
bon. Lord Raglan and many another 
boy who was to win much greater 
trophies in the big world outside the 
school walls. . 
Then think of the 

walls could tell had 
tongues. © Edward the 
watched the building of the arches 
on wh.ch the “‘school” rests; King 
John was signing ®agna Charta 
when the very walls which re-echoed 
the hoys’ shouts this morning began 
to rise on the site of the dormitory 

in which generations of Benedictine 

stories those 
they but 

Confessor 

monks had slumbered. Boys were 

learning their lessons in the same 
hall years before Oliver Cromwell 
was horn, and for three centuries all 
the classes of Westminster School 
were held where the pancake was 
tossed to-day.—Westminster Gazette. 

Misery in Lendon. 

T=o slum officers of the Salvation 
Army in London recently found a 
girl cooking a cabbage stalk which 
she had picked up in the street as a 
meal for her father and mother,. an 
infant and herself. 

groin: the’) 

It takes nice tailors to make a man 

but it takes one woman of good taste to 

tell a man what to wear. ; 

Too Great a Risk 

In almost every neighibcrhood someone 
has died from an attack of colic or cholera 

morhug, often tefore medicine cooli be 
prccured or 8 pbyeician sommored. A 

1e'lable remedy for these disesszs should 
be kept at hand. The 1izk is too great for 

anyone to take. Chamberlain’s Colic, 

‘Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy has uo- 
dout ted!y saved the lives of more people 

and relieved more pain and eofferiog 

than sny other medicine in use. It can 

always be depended upon. For ssle by 
all drugeiats. 

Father and Son | 
BOTH CURED OF 

KIDNEY TROUBLE 
) BY 

Doan’s 

Kidney Pills. 
\ 

Mr. Benjamin Brooks, a well-known 
farmer of West Cape, P.E.L., tells 

of how his son was cured of 

Kidney Disease, and how 
he was cured of 

Backache. 

The First Sign of Kidney Trouble. 

Hesays: ‘Our little boy was troubled 
with kidney disease. We had tried many 
kinds of kidney pills but they only helped 
for a time. We gat Doan's Kidney Pills 
and one box effected a perfect cure. About 
six weeks after this I caught a very bad 
c Ad that settled in my kidneys. My back 
was so sore I could hardly walk. went 
to the drug store and got a box, took them 
according to directions and the result was 
that my back was completely cured. I 
believe they are the best kidney pill on the 
market to-day.” 
There is not a kidney trouble from 

Backache to Bright's Disease that Doan's 
Kidney Pills will not relieve or cure. The 
price is 50 cts. per box, or 3 boxes for 
$1.25 and may be procured at all dealers 
or from ; 

THE DOAN KIDNEY PILL CO., 
TORONTO, ONT. 

Wall ~~ 

GENERAL CHANGE TIME, JUNE 13 

Hay, 

Oats, : 

Heed, 

Seeds, 

Fertilizers 

COAL. 

EZ WHAT YOU CAN'T SEE 

ASK FOR. 

Fred. H. Everett, 
Successor to J. 8. Seott, Campbell 

Street. Tel 116. P, O, Box 83 

Faper 

Those desiring to buy Wall Paper 
would do well to take a look at the 
one thousand or more samples 
which I am showing of all the 
latest and most up-to-date Wall 
Papers. Borders sold by roll, same 
price as side wall. Room Moulding 
to match. 

Write me a card to Marysville 
and I will call on you with samples. 

W. H. GRAY, 
Painter and (Paper Hanger 

Marysville. 
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CANADIAN 
‘PACIFIC Lv ER 

World's Fair 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

May 1st to Dec. 1st 
rif | Splendid Equipment, pe 

P | Through Trains, 

®* | Unexcelled Dining Cars, 
RB. 1owBRates naity: 

# 

For Information [call on , cke 
Agent, or write to, J 3 INN i 

p C. B. FOSTER 
D.P.A,, CP.R., 


