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How Stumpy 
Learned to 
Subtract 8 arc 

Copyright, 1903, by T. C. McClure 

p- 5) 
everybody agreec 

that Stumpy Dent was silly; not very 

much off, but off. Pa Dent himseit 

did not deny it. Of course ma was 21a 

exception to the rule and vigorous!y 

denied everything and anything that 

touched on the softness of Stumpy. 

And toward pa, because of his sittin’ 

on the fence attitude, she assumed a 

{rigid front. 
“Silence is jes’ the same as consent, 

Dave Dent,” she complained bitterly, 

eying her spouse with a shrewish look. 

“Shame on ye, an’ him your own flesh 

an’ blood!” 
But Dave paid no heed to these out- 

bursts. As a matter of fact, pa was 

past speaking to Stumpy. He had 

fought the good fight and failed. In 

time perhaps, he allowed, intelligence 

might penetrate to Stumpy’s brain. 

Good humored, fat and flabby, 

Stumpy had seen nine healthy sum- 

mers. His eyes were blue and watery, 

his cheeks dimpled and red. Rain or 

shine he wore a hayseed hat two sizes 

too small for his abnormal crown, kept 

in place by an elastic so tight that it 

puckered and reddened his skin. His 

pants were drawn up three inches 

above his knees, and, though ma tried 

hard to prevent it, Stumpy’s kneecaps 

were always exposed, forg Stumpy had 

a weakness for curbstones and mar- 

bles, and rather than stand on his feet 

he hustled along on all fours. 

In school work Stumpy was disap- 

pointing, two grades behind the times. 

Yet he could read, spell, add to the 

ihousands and would attack millions 

if he dared. But, oh, subtraction, sub- 

traction — not even a standing black- 

board example could enlighten 

Stumpy’s mind! 
His long suffering teacher, like pa, 

was nearing the exasperation point, 

when suddenly a happy thought occtir- 

red to her. She had observed Stumpy 

on the curbstone playing marbles. 

Sure! He must have marbles in Lis 

pocket. He did have them, a bulging 

pocketful, jealously guarded, and after 

a struggle 'she successfully extracted 

three. But it was all she could do to 

get them, and for days her soft, white 

hand retained evidence of the getting. 

“Stumpy Dent,” she cried, with blaz- 

ing eyes, “now tell what I have done!” 

“Cobbed ma marbles,” wailed the 

outraged pupil, with streaming eyes 
and waggling toes. 

“Hush, hush, sonny. I'm going to 

give them all back to you. I'm only 

trying to show you what subtraction 

is. Now, how many marbles had you 

when you came to school?” 

“Twelve,”. shouted: Stumpy. 

“How many have you now?” 

One by one Stumpy counted them 

and considered. 

“How many?’ repeated the teacher. 

“Twelve when ye give ’em back 

t'me,” calmly announced the hopeless 

one. ‘ : 

From pent up forms a roar of boyish 

laughter made sensitive Stumpy tear- 

ful and tight as a clam, and away 

went hope like the filmy wake of a 

dream. 

_ Of course Pa Dent soon heard the 
story and looked sadly at his son. He 

himself had tried the practical illustra- 

tion scheme, but the lad was unrespon- 

“sive. 

“Stumpy,” he demanded, shaking the 

boy’s fat hand a little roughly, “do you 

like school 7” 

“Yis,” was the glib reply. i 

“Then you must do better or I'll take 

you away.” 

Now, Stumpy spoke the truth. He 

really loved his teacher. School was 

‘his heaven, and in his clumsy way he 

had tried hard to catch subtraction. 

But it wasn’t pa's threat that asvaken- 

ed Stumpy. To Darby Peck, the town's 
leading grocer, must be given the cred- 

it. Darby had a way with him, such 

a way that for every customer, his 

rival, Bollinger, boasted, Darby could 
set up four, and Darby had just open- : 

ed a branch near Stump’s school. 

“Naw, the laddies’ trade ain't much,” 

he admitted, “but A’m a-caterin’ tem 
jest the same.” 

Here hitherto Bollinger had held full 

‘sway. But Bollinger was mean, hard 

-as nails; he didn’t give marbles away 

with every five cent purchase. But 
Darby did, so Darby corralled the 

school. Bollinger tried hard to get it 

back. At half price, as a lure, he ad- 

vertised squeakin’ balloons and sticks 
-of candy, the chowchow kind. Who 

wanted squeakin’ balloons and chow- 

“chow candy? - And again Darby went 
him one better: 

In Munkersville 

FREE! FREE! FREE! 

Five dollar bill to the boy or 
girl who gugsses nearest the num- 
ber of peas in this bottle. 

His store was besieged. The school 

“playgrounds were deserted. Troops of 
madly cxcited boys and girls flung 

- frantic guesses at the delighted grocer. 

Ting-a-ling!  Ting-a-ling!  Vainly, 

across the way, t¥e janitor swung his | 
“bell high he his head, then.down to 

his weak dld knees, and the Drass gave 

out its utmost. 
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written, and I will take none till 3 

o'clock this afternoon,” cried Darby, 

dismissing the disappointed mob. 

But one boy, regardless of the jani- 
tor’'s peremptory mandate, remained 

glued to Darby's window, mumbling 

to himself, his chubby fists clutched 

tightly at the crimson sill, as he dwmp- 

ed his toughened knees against the 

freshly painted panel. 

Dent. and he was thinking—yea, 

was reasoning. Where had he seen a 

bottle just like that one with the peas? 

Ma had one just the same down in tin 

cellar. Sure! 

Le 

Suddenly, when the white aproned 

assistant peeped out of the doox, 

Stumpy mélted. Hookey? Fine he 

knew what hookey meant, and ma 

mustn't see him get the bottle—nayw, 

nor the pe PAnd she didn't. 

At 2 o'cl that same afternoon Ma 

Dent came Unexpectedly upon his off- 

spring. Pa seldom disturbed the stable 

loft till the evening, when he brought 

the horses impand therefore had Stum- 

py chosen it as a fitting place for his 

operations. A newspaper spread length- 

wise, the French prune bottle, a pyra- 

mid of peas, Stumpy carefully count- 

ing every pea he dropped into the bot- 

tle, and on the white margin of the 

newspaper a - record of red chalk 

strokes—that was what pa saw when 

his head topped the open trap. 

“Stumpy!” he cried sharply. “What 

are you doing? Why are you not at 

school 2’ 

Taken in the act and breathless from 

the shock, Stumpy did not reply at 

once. Under such strong incriminat- 

ing circumstances the grand impulse 

of the ordinary boy would have been 

instant confession and ‘take the con- 

sequences.” Not so with Stumpy. A 

splendid evasion loomed up before 

him. 

“Subtractin’, pa,” he gurgled, dabbing 

his finger on the last chalk mark so as 

not to forget his total. 

“Ab, I see!” said pa. 

Certainly the excuse was a feasible 

one. He had told the teacher to send 

Stumpy home if he became too dense. 

Left to himself, pa said, subtraction 

might come in a flash, but the jeering 

of his companions would make him 

worse. Sensible Miss Marlow had act- 

ed on his-advice. Yes, that was it, 

and pa, quite satisfied, descended the 

ladder from the loft. When he disap- 

peared Stumpy smiled and went on 

adding. 

Came 3 o'clock, and Darby was 

again besieged. Every boy and girl 

in Munkersville had a guess to give 

in, and every slip had to be carefully 

examined. At last, amid breathless 

silence, Darby, beaming like a harvest 

moon, mounted a chair and in loud 

tones cried: 4 

*Nine—two—two is the winning num- 

ber, boys, and Stumpy Dent guesses 

nine—two—one! Stumpy gets the bill!” 

Wild was the scene in Darby’s. Up 

and out went Stumpy on the shoulders 

of the fifth grade gang. And pa, driv- 

ing home in his buggy, felt a lump in 

his throat when he heard the loud 
cheers for Stumpy. 

“How did you do it, sonny?” he ask- 
ed when the demonstration was over 

and the boy safe at home. 

‘“Jes’ this way,” whispered Stumpy. 

“I fetched ma’s prune bottle from the 

cellar. Darby’s was jes’ the same in 

size an’ wi’ the same wee rid label 

on the neck. So I filled ma’s bottle 

neat wi’ peas, emptied ’em out on the 

newspaper an’ counted ’em as I filled 

it up ag’in. That gave nine—two— 

one.” 
“Ha, ha, ha!” laughed jubilant pa. 

“Come, Stumpy, lad,” he cried, count- 

ing out five shining silver dollars for 

the bill; “come an’ we'll put your mon- 

ey in a bank!” 

It was a miniature fron bank, a pen- 

ny in the slot affair, and the silver rat- 

tled and rang as it dropped to the lit- 
tle vault below. 

“Now, Stumpy,” said pa proudly, 

“that’s your first deposit, an’ it draws 

interest at 5 per cent in one month.” 

But when the month was up and pa 

pried open the lid only three shining 

dollars demanded 5 per cent. Stumpy 

had learned to subtract. 

Applicant In the Wrong Room. 

During the excitement of a physical 

examination of candidates for places 

on the police force in city hall a mild 

mannered man wandered into the room 

and somehow got mixed up with the 

aspirants for places on the force. He 

was instructed to remove his clothes 

partly, and in a few minutes was hard 

at work with the other men in the 
room, raising dumbbells, inflating his 

chest and undergoing a general physic- 

al examination. 

“Run around the room,” he was com- 

manded, and, on a trot, he made the 
circuit of the room a dozen times. 

Almost out of breath, he stopped 

then and inquired: 

“Look a-here, what else have I got to 

do to get my license?’ 

“What license?’ queried the surgeon, 

in surprise. 

“Why, my marriage license. That's 

what I came in for,” was the reply. 

“Say,” said the surgeon, “you're in 

the wrong room. I thought you want- 

ed to be a policeman. The license 
bureau is doewnstairs.”—Philadelphia 

Record. . 

After crosses and losses men grow 

-humbler and wiser,—Franklin, 

I 

every guess must be 

It was Stumpy 
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The Kind You Have Always Bought, and which has been 
in use for over 30 years, has borne the signature of 

and has been made under his per= 

HTT sonal pEpentei s nce its infancy. 
wd Allow no one to deceive you in this. 

All ol 8, Imitations ne fel yod?? are but 

Ex Eas Lob TERS: with the health of 

Experiments 

YA ‘na 

Castoria is a hareless substitute for Castor Gil, Pare 

goric, Drops ar she Soothing Syruy It is Pleasant. It 3 

contains neithe Opiam, 5 nor other Narcotie |i 

substance, Ets age is its antee., It destroys Worms 9 

and allays Ieveris 

Qolic. It relieves Teething 
cand Flatulency. It assi 

Stomach and Bowels, giv 

The Childe 

hess, cures Diosrheos and Wind 

Troubles, cures Constipation ' J 
wes the Foed, regulates the 

yr healthy and natural sleep. 

5 Panacea— Lhe Mother’s Friend. 
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It has The FORD is America’s most popular runabout. 

ample power ; seating capacity for four passengers; is easily 

controled and noiceless in operation, . 

The FORD has double opposed cylinder engine of nins 
horse-power, accessibly placed for inspection. It is not 

necessary to get under the FORD to inspect the engine or 

machinery. y 
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Guided by a steer wheel and controled by a single lever, 

giving two speed forward. Reversed by foot pedal. 

A fully appointed and reasonable priced car The FORD 

sells readily. The cars we now have on display were received 

just a few days ago. Call or write. 

We have also a complete stock of the following cars: 

Packard, Thomas, 

lvanhoe, Peerless Autocar, 

Stevens=Duryea. 

$= Write to us for particulars, catalogue and price list. 

Brantford Bicycles--The best en the pavements emg 

R.Chestnut & Sons 
Fredericton. Agents, 

Canada Cycle & Motor Go., L'td, Tor, 
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Single stick “ TELEGRAPH ” Matches flash all over Canada. 
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®25 Ask any Grocer for a 12 CENT } GROSS CARTOON. Cheapest 

| 
Are you wanting a tonic? Try 

[] 

il 
Wedd 

Naps ana 
h 5 i i a 

The greatest blood purifier and 
Spring Medicine for enervating and 

lassitude, 

EN 

R 

RN 
York Street Drug Store. 

On and after Sunday, June 12th, 1904, trains 

will rur daily (Sundays excepted), @s fol 

lows : 

TRAINS WILL LEAVY ST, JOHN 

No 6 Mixed for MONCTON «vsvsserie svsqans 6.23 

No. 2 Express for Halifax, the Sydneys 

and: Gampbeliont Se dn fais otk or 41 

No. 4 Express for Point du Chene. . 11.00 

No. 26 Express for Point ah Guoene, 

} - Halifax and Pietowd.. « sliicvienie.. 11.45 
No. 136 Suburban for Eon .. 13,15 

No. 8 xpress for Sussex.. Sevan danas tls By 

No. 138 Suburban for Hanne BEd Se sea 18.15 

No. 134 Express for Quebec and Mon- 

timeless Fue thas ml ae Ses ae dvas er 20IC6 

No. 156 Suburban for Hampton............22.40 

No-10 Express for Halifax and Sydney...23.25 

TRAINS WILL ARRIVE AT ST. JOBEIN 

No 9 Express from Halifax an? Sydnev 6.25 

No. 135 Suburban fromm Hampton.......... 7.45 

No. 7 Express from SusseY..... hes . 9.00 

No. 133 Express from Vio eo Era ’ 
(B15 (01X05 CO SED RAGS BEE Et i LG) 

No, 5 Mixed from Moncton....... .15.10 

No, 137 Suburban from Hampton. eraalD:30 

No. 3 Mixed from Point du Chene......... 17 30 

No. 25 Express from Halifax, Pictouand 

No. 22 40 Suburban from Hampton........ 22.05 

No, 81 Express from Moncton, (Sunday 

yal) SERIE er Sods BI 

All trains are run by Leite Standard 

Time. Twenty-four o’clock is midnight. 

Moncton, June 9. 1904. 

W. J. IRVINE, D.D.S. 
(And Special Practioner’s Certificate 
rom Chicago College of Dental Surgery). 

Artificial Teeth 

Inserted in Gold,”Aluminum and ordinary 
Rubber Plates. 

teesie.ssenes eees 

Crown and Bridge Work 

Executed in Gold and Porcelain after 
atest and best methods, 

Anesthetics, 
Local and General applied and administered 

for Painless Dentistry. 

Office + CHESTHUT'S BUILDING, 
Queen st., opp, City Hall.Tel. 78. 

The Point 
WE WISH TO 

Emphasize 
Is buying here insures the actual 
saving of many dollars, 

We pride Sutuadlvad on having 
the nicest and best selected stock 

in the city. Money is money— 

the more you save, the more you 
have for other necessaries. 

ROBT. B. ADAMS 
Maker of low prices. 

RAED AMD WOREN, 
Use Big © for unnatural 

discharges,inflammations, 
irritations or ulcerations 
of mucous membranes. 
Painless, and not astrin- 
gent or poisonous. 
Sold by Bruggists, 

or sent in plain wrapper, 
by express, prepaid, for 

{ not to stricture. 
ff Prevents Contagion. 

and next Se to “ HEADLIGHTS.” 
$1.00. or 3 bottles $2.75. 
Circular pent on requ 


