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| pocket.
BY CHARLES GARVICE

i But Mannering slep soundly, rose a
| little after the wondrous dawn and,
Author of “ The Verdict of the Heart,” “ A Heritage
of Hate,” “Nell of Shorne Mills,” “ Paid
For,” “ A Modern Juliet,” Etc.

| having got through his usual work, |
E\\'vm. to the saloon. Nina was not
{ there and he saw that breakfast was |
{ only laid for one. She came in as he

| was pondering over this fact, came in
| with a quick step and said, in
{ matter-of-fact way:
{  ‘““Good-morning. I have had my
| breakfast’’—she had not bheen able to
| eat anything. ‘I had so many things |
| to do. Have you got everything you
| want?”’
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-to make them.”

“6Ah * he said, rather resentiully.
I always had, cven as a boy, a

suspicion of fraud in those shipwreck:
-stories: but I little thought that the
thing was so tragic and uncomfort-
able as it 1s.”

“] am sorry you are not comfort-
able,”’ she said. Then she remember-
ed the two she had lost and the
~tears came into her cyes. He saw
them and tried to divert her mind.

“We haven't tried the old trick
they always perform in the adventure
“books—sending  empty  bottles with
“We are shipwrecked on an unknown
island: Help us! Rescue!” ”

“I've only three empty bottles and

I couldn't spare them,”” she said.
““One is a rolling pin and worth its
sveight in gold.”

‘“Yes, but your people; their ‘an-

~xiety will be, must be, very great,”’
“the said, gravely.

““T haven't any people,”” she replied.
“My father and 1 were aleone in the

world. I suppose we must have re-
latives, but I never heard of them.
“We liveq for one another.” After a

pause she said, with her eyes on the
table: “‘If you would like to try to
scommunicate with your people I will
sacrificec my bottie.”

He shrugged his shoulders.
©of no consequence.”’

She looked at him
zstartled surprise.

‘“Your sister, brother?
-you have some one?”’

‘“Why should I any than

you?” he answered. ‘I haven't fath-
er or mcther or a sister or a broth-
er; and as to the rest of my people—
well,”” grimly, ‘‘they won't sufier any
.anxiety over my disappearance.”’
“Are you mot going “tof smoeke?'”
she asked alter a momwent or two.
He thanked her and sat down on
the ground before the fire and lit bis

ellbis
with almost
Why, surely

more

Ppipe. He was terribly tired, and
_presently, as she glanced towards
him, she saw his head fall on his
Jbreast—he had fallen into a doze.

His attitude was an uncomfortable
-one, and she longed to put somce-
thing for him to lean against. The
«desire grew so intense—she told her-
self that it “Was only beCausSt the
zsight-of him sitting so ‘‘fidgetted”’
herithut stole on tip-toe to
“hin®

As she stood over him hesitatingly
her eyes wandered over his face and
dform. She noticed the short curls
that clustered closely on the bhend of
ithe strong neck, the great shoul. ers,

she

ing up her sleeve looked at her arm.
The marks of his fingers showed on
the white flesh. She held her arm to
the dim light and looked at it with
a faint pensive smile. How strong

he was! His grasp had been like
that of a vice. She had felt that if
she had moved her arm it would
break. MHow strong he was, how
handsome, and yet how gentle to
and considerate of her! He was

treating her with the chivalry of a
knight-errant. Yes, he was good,
good! If she had met him, say in’
London, under ordinary circumstan-
ces, and they had grown to know
each other in the usual way, midst

all the surroundings of eivilization,
perhaps he might—she might—they
might—

The color rose to her face. Whith-
er were her foolish thoughts leading
her? With a gesture of seli-rebuke
she took up the coat and mended the

worst rent the bushes and under-
growth had made in it. She could
not do much for him, but at any

rate he should not go about in a
ragged coat.

As she turned it over something
fell irom the breast pocket. She
groped about on the ground and
presently came upon a small, flat
leather case. She turned it over
and over curiously, then put it on
the table. Whatever it was it did
not concern her. It might contain
bank notes, letters—no; it was not
bulky enough for that; it was just
simply a flat case. It haunted,
mocked, fascinated her. She tried to
keep her eyes from it, to concentrate

her attention on the coat, but the
thing secemed to exercise a power
over her; and at last, with a gasp

of shame, she snatched it up.

It was fastened by an ordinary
clasp, and, pressing it, it flew open
slowly and revealed the portrait of a
woman. It was a colored miniature,
and of so lovely a face, of such al-
most perfect beauty, that Nina's first
emotion was one of unalloyed admir-
ation. The eyes were blue, the com-
plexion a delicate ivory—old ivory—
the hair a rich auburn. The neck
was bare, perfectiy modelled and of
snowv whitene»s,

Admiration at first; but suddenly
it gave place to—what? The blood
rose to Nina’s face, her eyes darken-
ed and grew hard. Her bosom—as
white, by the way, as that of the
portrait—rose and fell with insting-
tive resentment, and her breath come
thickly.

you do not want anything else—"’

She went out and Mannering turn-
ed to his breakfast again; but her
coldness, her strangeness had spoiled
his appetite. What was the matter
with her? She had removed bis ring
from her finger, was stand-oli-ish and
sharp with him.

With a sigh he pushed his plate
away from him and shouldering his

length of the trunk, made a fairly
good. canoe.
It was a tremendous day’s work

and he regarded it with pardonable
pride; but he was too tired to haul

it down to the beach and he left it
reluctantly.
When he entered the saloon she

was standing by the table. He saw,
with a sigh of vrelief, that it was

| laid for two. But she had on her old

frock, and the bit of ribbon was ab-
sent from her neck; and she scarcely

lifted her long lashes as he wished
her ‘‘good evening.”’

““T. hope you're” better,”’ he - said;
blundering like a man.

She bit her lip impatiently.

‘“I have not been ill,”’ she said
with ominous emphasis, as she pass-

ed him his plate.

‘“I’'ve finished the boat,”” he
trying to speak as if he did not no-
tice her coolness.

She fixed her eyes on the plate.

“Why did the raft ' not> do?’’
asked.

“Oh, it is not nearly as safc. as a
boat. I could not steer it ior sail it
as well. T made the ralt because’ —he
hesitated and stammered—‘“there is
no immediate hurry now. Oh’’—has-
tily—'‘this boat—it's only a canoc—
is ever so much better! T'm  hoping
that we shall be able to reach one of

she

the inhabited islands; perhays, if we
have luck, 1% mainland.”

Her face grew set and her lips
came together straightly as if she
were bracing herself to an efiort.

“And—and—if we do, Mr. Manner-
ing?'’ she said in a low voice, which

palpitated with ber wwitation, “‘what |

will you do? Will you tell the pcople |

we meet that—that we are marriea?”’

Mannering gazed at her blankly, as
if he were trying to see what
passing in her mind.

““I—T don’t know; I haven’'t thought
of it,”” he stammered, his face flush-
ing. ‘““What—what would you Wwish
me to do?”’

gun went off to the woods, Nina
watching him from her partly opened |
door.

Mannering selected the  biggest
tree, felled it and, scooping out a

said, |

was |
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what should she do? , [TO BE CONTINUED.]

With a gesture of loathing and de- |
spair she flung the miniature from
her and, sinking into the chair, bur-
ied her face—in his coat.

surprise; but his face became thought-
ful, and he avoided her eyes.

She noticed the subtle change in
his manner, though she did not dis-
cern the cause.

“I will go now,’”’ she said;
most seemed a formula.
your coat, please.”’

““My coat?’’ he repeated, vaguely.
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| THE HARDEST PAIN TO ENDURE |

| Ts the pain of a tender corn, but
| experience proves that corns are
{ cured quickest by Putnam’s Painless
{ Corn Extractor, which acts in twen-
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CHAPTER VII.
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ROYAL SCOTCH.

Nina lay awake all that night. SR
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