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¥ VCAICCeLY  preatning sne stole a little 
closer to him. b) | 

‘“Toll—tell, sme about her,”’ she 

whispered, 

He shrank again; hut after a pause, 

during which she thought he must 

hear the wild beating of her heart, 

he said: 
“TIT don’t think I can. » There are 

some things— No, no, just let it rest 

at that.” 
“Is she—is she anyone I know?" 
“No,” he replied almost curtly. | 
“She is, of course, very beautiful? | 

I—I can’t imagine you caring for a 
plain woman.’ 4 

Ile drew his hand across his brow. | 

She— ety dit rest dhe said, 
“You talc as if Vane were an old | hoarsely. “I did not want to speak 

beautiful!’”? | man, on the brink of the grave.” of myself, but—Julian.”’ 
Put She stood motionless, as il she 
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She laughed wearily. ‘ fe Continued.) | 

ORL Tt iS 4 heautitul, 
murmured the young Miss Limming- | “No, he's not an old man, 

ton. “What a lovely, lovely voice | well, accidents are always occur- had not heard him, then as if she 

Mr. Shore has; and how exquisitely | ring,” retorted Sir Chandos. “lL.opk | had suddenly become conscious of his 

he sings!” | at the way Providence shot him into | words, she said, in a voice ahsolute- 
~ Vane, who happened to be ncar her, | the title, and—and—well, I've a | ly emotionless: 

nodded periecct agreement. fancy Vane won't make old bones. “Mr, Julian Shore?" 

“Yes; my cousin has a wonderful | He looks to me like a man who has “Yes. Judith, he—has 

voice, hasn't he?’ he said, warmly, | ceased to take an interest in life, | love with vou.” 

ES A “Ask him to sing ‘Kathleen Mavour- and by gad, when that’s the case, “And vou—vou have come to plead 

: neen.’ 1 shouldn't be surprised if he | life soon ceases to take an interest his cause!” she said swiftly through 

makes you cry.” in the man! Then—then he is a reck- | her closed teeth. 

less devil; ypu saw him riding that “I have come to plead his cause.’ 
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: stopped. that he might speak for himseli. But : Logglev lle... 2 16 20 With the Spanish shrug of the shoui- 
«ders he left the piano and sauntered 

: to the “rench windows, which had 

tbeen left open, for the night was 
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“So, what/ T say is,” tesumed Sir 
Chandos with the redundance and 

emphasis of a aall tipsy man, “keep 

Julian is the last man to do that 
in such a case. He is poor, IT stand 
between him and the title, the es- 
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.and he lit a cigarette and leant 
against the stone railing, his eyelids 
drooping, his long lash.s sweeping 
this sallow chicek. Music excites the 
perforuier as well as the listener, 
.and his heart was beating quickly 
While he had been singing his eyes 
thad rested upon Judith Orme’s pro- 
file. Irom her beauty he had drawn 
the inspiration which had enabled 
him to move his hearers as they had 

been moved. And now his heart was 
:aching for her, as it always “ached 
the moment he was out of her 

sight. At first. he had fought against 
‘the passion which had taken possts- 
sion of him, had tried to argue hin- 
-self out of it; but he had long ceas- 
ced to struggle, and now surrendered 

thimseli as the demoniac surrenders 
to the spirit that enthrals it. And 

_jealousy was adding another torture 
to that of unrequited love, ior he had 
sseen, almost on the. first day, the 

«day he had called on her with Vane, 

ithat she was in love with his cousin. 
Love makes the dullest man quick- 
-witted and sharp-eyed where the wo- 

aan he Igves is concerned, and Jul- 
dan had discovered that Judith was 
«not heartless, as the world consider- 
.ed her, but that her heart had been | 
given to Vane. Fate had willed that 
This cousin should not only step in 
Petween him and the Lesborough 
peerage, hut that he should stand be- 
tween him and the woman whom he 
Joved with an absorbing passion 
which was nearly akin to madness. 

With a gesture of despair he flung 
thé end of his cigarette away and 

went towards the end of the terrace. 
As he was descending the steps he 
saw Sir Chandos Orme coming out 
.of the smoking-room where he had 
ibeen for the brandy-and-soda which 

need to treat Shore so cavalierly. 
He's a decent chap, he's fond of you, 

and it's my opinion that he'll come 
into this sooner or later—'’ He swept 

his hand across the vie comprehens 
sively. ‘Ag any wate, 1 2. dead  cer- 
tain t*>t vou're makin® no head- 

way with Vane. Of course with your 

beauty—by gad, I'm as proud of it 
as you are!—you might marry any- 

body; but, well, you've got into the 
pace here and— Now, take my ad- 
vice and think the matter over.” 
She laughed again. 
“If T do not marry Vane, if I have 

lost him,’ she said, almost to her- 
self, ‘it does not matter—"’ 
“That's what I say,” her precious 

father caught her up, with an cager 
hiccough. © “It’s been my motto all 
my life—and a very prosperous life 
it’s’ been—that, if you can’t get the 
moon, good cream cheese is an ad- 
mirable substitute. Now do be a 
sensible girl, my dear Judith!’’ 
He stretched out a wavering hand 

to lay it upon her shoulder, but she 
shrank slightly but perceptibly, and 
Sir Chandos, carrying his hand to 

his moustache and murmuring, “I'll 
just go and get a drink. Too much 

salt in that last savoury,” shuffled 

jauntily hack to the smoking-room. 

Julian, with a pale face and a 
throbbing heart, was stealing away 
when he heard another step on the 

terrace, and he waited. It was Vane's. 
Judith also heard. it, and with a 
smothered sigh turned towards him. 
“Who As it? "said. Vane.: Ah it's 

you!’’ as she moved into the light 
from the window. “Have You seen 
Julian? They want him for bridge.” 
“No,”” she said in the soft, low 

and deliciously musical note which 

said. 

inet that sensitive. high-nrinded kind 
of fellow who would suffer in silence 
—and ou treat him, well, “not too 

oontlv.” 

[fey breath was eoming fast, ~..d 
she moved a little away from him 

that he might not sce tts passionate 
l:caving of her hosom. 
“So let me plead his cause,” Vane 

went on, warming to his advocacy, 
and deaf and blind to the passion 

which was rending her. “I'm con- 
vinced that he would make vou—"’ 
“A good husband,”” she finished, 

quite calmly. 
“Well, it sounds pretty banal; but 

that’s what I was going to say,” he 
admitted. “And that he loves you 
with all his heart and soul, I've seen 
—and you must have seen—for some 

time past. 1 know the signs,” in a 
iow voice, but without bitterness. 
“And, mind, I am not altogether dis- 
terested.” 

‘““No?"’ she said, keeping the surg- 
ing mockery from her voice. 

‘““No. I want to see the man who 
will come after me 

want him to be—happy. And, by 
George, Julian will never be happy | 
until he has won you!” 
“Or you have won me for him?” 

she said. 
He looked at her quickly. 
“You are offended, indignant?’’ he 

17m Borys NE beg your pars 
don, Judith, beg it most humbly! 

And I'm a afraid I've done Julian 
more harm with you than good. But 
I—well, I presumed on our old— 

friendship—"" 
She moved suddenly, as if she were 

josing the control over herself which 

she had maintained by an almost 

make a better | 
thing of his life than I have done. T | 
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pro PR poe yates pe super-human effort. If Vane Manner- Down Town, Next above Queen Hotel. ‘Phone 26 

room some time ago.” ing had sought for a mode of aveng- | 
“Gone into that den of his, I sup- | 108 himself for her treatment of him, 

pose. If so, it's useless to attempt to | he could not have found a more | 

draw him. What a good fellow he is, | deadly, a more cruel ome. Tor a 
isn't he?” moment or two her lips trembled 

‘“Yes?’’ she said, half interroga- with the rage—and, yes, hate—which 

tively, as il she knew he had a pur- possessed her; but she pressed her 
pose in his praise. hand to her lips and forced the hot 

“Such a—a likeable chap,” said | Words back. 

Vane with the awkwardness with ‘“You—mean 

which a man approaches a delicate | last. “Your cousin 

subject. “And he's clever, too. The | grateful to you—'’ 

mulled him together after his dinner. 
At the same moment there was the 
frou-frou of a woman's dress, and 
sone of the ladies stepped on to the 
terrace from the drawing-room, and 

Julian heard Sir Chandos say, cau- 
~tiously: | 

“Is that you, Judith?” 
Julian went softly down the steps 

.and stood under the terrace listen- 

“Yes, - father; do, vow want me?” 

replied Judith, coming towards him. 

well,” she said at 
should be very 
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