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THE D!CTIONARY.

Hts Story May Lack Plot, bat It Is Dee
cidedly Interesting.

Whoever says “dull as a dictionary”
cannot be very familiar with one. We
may sympathize with the old lady who
remarked of the dictiomary that she
“didn’t think much of the story,” but
pnevertheless no one can use a good
unabridged edition with any frequency
and not attest to the fact that it is
full of the most fascinating reading.
Indeed, notwithstanding the old lady’s
epinion, the dictionary often exerts a
charm not unlike that of an exceeding-
ly interesting novel. To be sure, the
narrative lacks consecutiveness, but
the work is full of most interesting
atories.

When we go to look up & word we

are in doubt about we are attracted to
ether words in its neighborhood; they
enlist our curiosity; we are impelled te
find out their meanings, too, and te
make ourselves acquainted with their
. life histories. Very strange things,
. most unsuspected things, they often
{ tell us. Occasfonally a very familiar
i word that we thought we knew all
 about reveals: most remarkable quali-
' tiess—much as some commonplace
: neighbor who for years we have nod-
i ded to in passing to and fro, regarding
him as an excellent but rather dull in-
jdividual, may chance to join us in a
jwalk down the street or sit beside us
on the train and casually betray traits,
interests, qualities of mind or jheart
jthat entirely change our opinion of
bhim. Se we may read on and on, per-
haps forgetting all abofit the word
that we set out to look up, and finally
have to turn to it again to reassure
ourselves as to the precise points we
were in doubt about.

HER RECOMMENDATION.

Why General Spinner Gave One Wo-
man a Treasury Position.
Here is the story as it was told by
herself of the appointment under Gen-
eral Spinner of a woman clerk in the

treasury department.

“It was in 1864,” she said, “two years
after the appointment of women had
become a permanent thing. T was in
Washington visiting a sister. I made
up my mind that I wanted a position,
and so, without saying a word to any
one, I went to the treasury and made
my own application. I simply walked
fnto General Spinner’s office and said:

“‘General Spinner,-I would like a po-
gition in the treasury.”’ The general
looked up carelessly and then went on
!with his work.
| “‘How long have you been in Wash-
ington? he asked.

“ “Three years.’

« “‘What influence have you? he ask-
ed.

“ “What influence? 1 stammered.
!don’t know what you mean.’ I was be-
ginning to get embarrassed.

“ ‘Yes, influence,’ he said.
gressman do you know?
¢ ‘1 don’t know any,’ I faltered. This

time the zeneral threw down his pen,
l.

‘What.con-

+ Anthony’s Nose.”

I

leaned back in his chalr and looked At
e,

‘‘You've been in Washington three
years and don’t know any congress-
man? he queried. ‘Good! That's rec-
ommendation enough. The position is
yours.””

The Black Gnat Superstition.

There is a species of black gnat about
the size of a young house fly that visits
you at the dinner table frequently in
the course of a lifetime. He is believed
to be the soul of a departed friend
come back to give warning of the death
of some one you know. Simple folk
believe in him absolutely. Whenever
Lhe appears at a certain home in New
York, buzzing about the plate of the
lord and master, the good wife declares,
“John, who can it be next?’ She runs
over on her fingers the names of such
friends as she can then recall. John
frowns, growls about “female non-
gense,” strikes at the gnat, and next
morning finds in the death notices an-
nouncement of the demise of one he
knew.

Anthony’'s Nese.

There is a remarkable natural curi-
osity on a small tributary of the Mo-
hawk river in Montgomery county, N.
Y., known all over New England as
It is situated on
the extremity of a mountain called
“the Klips,” and when viewed from
the river at the entrance to the high-
lands has the perfect shape and gen-
eral appearance of a human nose at
least 300 feet long. Opposite Fort
Montgomery, in Putnam county, on the
east side of the Hudson river, there
is another nose shaped projection
known to the frequenters of that lo-
cality as “The Old Man’s Nasal Ap-
pendage.”

Decollege.

She was magnificent fn ball attire,

“By what right, sir, do you tell me I
shall not wear this gown?”’ she de-
manded, with flashing eyes.

“Before we were married your old
father asked me if I could keep you in
clothes, and I assured him I could,” re-
plied he and met her look of high de-
fiance with a look of steady determina-
tion.

Lord Cadogan, whom the King ana

Queen visited in November, lives at
Culford Hall, near Bury St. Xd-
munds,- Culford, which is situated in
a heavily-wooded country,. between
Bury and Thetioid, is close to Amp- |
ton and Livermere. which are two
of the most beautiful domains in

Susfolk. The estate passed from the

Becons to the Cornwallises, by whom
it was sold to the Benyons, and
Lord Cadogan purchaseé it about
twenrty years ago. The house, which
was built during the relgn of Eliza-
beth by Sir Nicholas Bacon, has been

much alterpd and greatly enlarged.
There are pleasant gardens, and a
smail but well-timbered park. The
shooting - on the Culford estate is
now very gpod indeed, having been
greatly improved and extended since
Loxd Cadogan opurchased the estate.
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Starving in Luxury
Many people with plenty, suffer from
ruined stomachs and must sit idly by
and watch others enjoy their meals.
Late suppers, too much rich food, and
irregular meals, have placed them in

this terrible condition. The stomach
is the seat of many ills and should re-
ceive your best care if you wish to keep
all the faculties clear. L,
Dr. Yon Stan’s Pineapple Tablets

are a sure cure for all such ills. They clarify the
stomach and assist the digestive organs in per-
forming their duties. They are made from pure
Pineapple extracts, easy to take and certain in
results, A tablet before and after each meal will
work wonders in rebuilding your stomach. Don’t
sut it off for tomorrow—ask your druggist today
for this sweet-flavored, sure<curing Pineapple tab-
let. —4

r. Agnew’s Ointment. It relieves and cures
the severest cases of Eczema, Salt Rheum,
Tetter and other Skin Diseases.

Sold by Arthur J. Ryan.

LA remarkable remedy for all skin diseases:—

IIIC WAS A CANUCK

Nobleman who Wanted to Test Am-

erican Humor Got a Surprise.

While H. I. H. Prince Sadauparu
Fushimic was 1in the city recently,
says the New York Times, one of his
suite, a nobleman, who speaks Eng-
lish perfectly, desired to test for
himself the theory that the humor
of the American workman is quick
and very often witty.

““I stood on a car platform,’” said
he, ‘“‘and the weather was really
very cold. The econductor had his
collar turned up. I spoke to him to
test the theory.

‘ ‘Fine warm weather we're hav-
ing,’'’ Is aid. ‘I shall have to get
out my thin clothes in the morning,’

“He looked at me for a moment
square in the eye. Then with a faint
smile he said’ soberly: ‘“‘Sure. I

| wanted to go down to the Island for
a swim this evening, but the com-
pany said T might catch celd i I did.

so they made me work. Step up in
front, please!’
{ ““You can imagine my delight. 1

| was so pleased with the fellow that
|when I got a chance to speak to him
lagam I asked his birthplace.
| ‘Me?’’ he said: (I'm a Canuck—
French father, Canadian mother; been
in. New York about three months.
Came down . from Winnipeg. Why,
Why, think I was an  American?’ ’’
The nobleman has made no experi-
{ments "since.

THE COCOANUT “PALM.,

It Plays an Important Part In Life
and In Law In Ceylon.

When a traveler gets his first sight
of a palm grove he does not easily for
get it. He sees the trees springing up,
| as it were, from the water in which
their shadows are reflected. Besides
being beautiful ornaments to a land-
scape these palms are among the most
useful gifts which nature has given to
the inhabitants of tropical islands. In
supplying actual necessities and in the
| number of useful purposes to which it

can be applied bamboo takes first rank,

but the palm comes next. To many of

| the people of Ceylon the cocoanut trees
are everything, and their very lives de-
' pend upon them. The tree supplies
most of their wants, besides giving
them valuable. commercial products,
In this island there are 'estimated ,to
|b0 nearly 20,000,000 palm trees, and
{among the poorer classes a man's
welth is estimated by the number of
i trees he owns. They form the most im
| portant asset of his estate and by will
| are generally divided among his fam-
1ily As one of the important traits of
| the Cingalese is his love of litigation,
| one can readily see what an important
part the palm tree plays in the law
cases there. There is a case on record
(in which the two thousand five hun-
| dred and twentieth part of ;a, grove,
 containing only ten trees, was the sub-
| ject of dispute. One of the greatest
;dif:i(-ultiox which the engineers had to
i encounter in building a railroad acrosr
| the island was to determine the owner-
| ship of the palm trees. The ramifi-a-
[ Yons of relationships and the fractioa-
lal claims set up were most difficult
| ‘o undersrand and disentangle.

A Strenuous Infant,
J v-~ITello. old man! I hear that
v up at your house— Popley—
'hn't say! Great pair of lungs,
jizby—T say I hear that baby of
Popiey—Yes, yes, and you live
( locks away. Wonderful, wonder-

Advice.

Ehoww your strength to the world, but
Lewsre how you betrany your weak-
ne wen to your dearest friend.—
| Papyrus, s

What the arts are to the world of
| matter literature 48 to the world of
mivd.

¥or Amnteur Thespians,
Knox-—I hear you're getting up an
amateur theatrical club. Woodby-—
Yes, and now we're looking for a good
motto for the club. What would you
suggest? IKnox—What's the matter
with “Think twice before you act?”

Absentminded.

The Groom—I can't see that check
vour father placed among the wedding
presents, The Bride—Papa Is so ab-
sentminded! He lit his cigar with it.

Fatanl Blunder,

“He is gone!” she walled. *‘{He 1s
gone forever!”

“Don’t be downcast,” her friend
urged. “He may come back.”

“No, no; I shall never see him again.
I gave up the letters he had written ta
me.”

Had Her Appetite.
Hdarry—Molly, you look good enougl
to eat. Molly—All you have te do is
ask me to dine. I'll do the eating al
=ght.-—Boston Transeript. ?

GILLETTS

PURE POWDERED

LYE

Ready for Use Iin Any Quantity,

FPor making SOAP, softening water, removy=-
ing old paint, dl-lnlectlnz sinks, closets
and dralns and for many other purposes.
A can equals 20 pounds Sal Soda.

SOLD EVERYWHERE,

COMPANY

E.W.GILLETT iWiven

TORONTO,.ONT.

Sap Will Soon Run

Maple Sugar .

W e nave an inmen:e stock of

Makers' Supplie

And are quoting lowest prices on
Syrup Cans,
Sap Spiles

T A

JAMES S. NEIILL,

THE BIG HARDWARE STORE

USES

and visitors.

HOUSEHOLD.”

And her loaf bread and pastry always

THE WISE HOUSEWIFE

Royal Household

FLOUR

The kind used by English Royalty.

please her family

She knows, and they know there’s only one best flour—“ ROYAL

——

Overcoats,

MPERIAL |
HALL,

FINE TAILORING.

Our Stock is now complete in all the leading makesiin

Suitings and

Trousefihgs.

:

GEO S. STANGER,

MEREH AN T TAILOR.

REAT

Is to.be seen in every garment we make, but it is
especially noticeable in our

Fall ¢ Winter Overcoats

JAS. R. HOWIE, 150§(ueen St

VALU

MADE TO ORDER.

about the matter. We can

you some interesting points.
may want a Suit to order.
such is the case we are ready with

a splendid line of Fall and
Madterials.

prices for a stylish Furlined Coat.

%lnter )

Would also like to quote youg

il



