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RUSE WAS SUGGESSFUL

SOUTH AFRICAN FARMER PLANT-
ED DIAMONDS.

When Engineers Found Pocket the
Price of His Farm Soared Until
He Got $150,000 For 1t—Then He
Slipped Away and Left the Com-
pany Looking For More of the Bril-
liant Stones.

A few years ago a man purchased a
small farm in an adjacent colony of
Johannesburg, and buils himself a
nice house and stables on the proper-
ty. He did very little in the farm-
ing line, but as he was supposed to
be rich, people assumed he had only
gone in for farming for his own amuse-
ment. But if he was rich enough to
play at farming, it did not concern
his neighbors.

This farmer had a small parcel of
rough and uncut diamonds which he
had brought with him, and whether
from anxiety for their safety or his
own, he buried them on his farm,
wcarefully locating the spot. After they
had been hidden a year or 1more, a
bright thought struck him. What was
the use of going in for farming unless
'he had a good water supply? Of
course he must have water, and that
at once.

Accordingly he started next day for
i Johannesburg, and consulted a firm cf
‘eminent engineers, and they agreed to
send out a man with the .necessary
apparatus and machinery and start
boring at once. The man duly arriv-
ed, fixed his gear up, and set to work
on the spot indicated by the farmer
as the one on which he was most
likely to be successful. :

On the second day he was astonish
ed on withdrawing his tube to find
several diamonds. The next day the
.same thing occurred—a few more dia-
‘monds. ‘These he carefully pocketed,
‘never mentioning the matter to the
$armer. On the Saturday he had to
return to Johannesburg, and showed
lhis find to his employers. They were
.equally astonished, and told the man
mot to open his mouth about the dis-
.covery he had made until such time
as they could have them thoroughly
'tested, meanwhile rewarding him with
1an extra $25 for his smartness.

Now during the engineer’s visit to
Johannesburg the farmer must also
have been busy, for the man found a
ifew more stones the next day he re-
,sumed work, and these he also took
40 town the next Saturday and hand-
ied them over to his employers, who
linformed him that the stones had
ibeen declared by experts to be un-
‘doubted diamonds and of the best
«quality. He was again cautioned to
iremain dumb unti! such-time as his
ilemployers were prepared to move in
‘the matter.

Under the pretence of seeing how

‘the water-boring operations were pro-
igressing, one of the partners procegd-
yed to the farm, and, in company with
ithe farmer, went to inspect the work.
|Bverything appearing _ satisfactory,
ithey left, the farmer invited the gen-
'4leman to his house, and over a drink
jand a smoke they began speaking of
farms, and what a drawback a short
|water supply was to farming opera-
ttions.
+ “Now, look here,” said the gentle-
Iman, “I have a fancy to go in for
ifarming myself, and I have taken
squite a liking to your place. Do .you
iwish to sell?”” “To tell you the truth,”
|said the farmer, “I don’t understand
imuch about the business myself, but
I have taken a great liking to this
Iplace, and so has my wife; then it is
ieconvenient to the town for the chil-
idren going to school, and I was think-
ling of going in for fruit-raising, and I
know it would break my wife’s heart
ito leave this lovely place. No, I
idon’t think I will part with the
iplace.”

So the mattér ended for the mo-
'ment, and the gentleman returned to
‘town to think over a plan for pur-
jechasing the farm, the farmer no doubt
ichuckling to himself at the success of
jhis scheme. Meantime the diamonds
thad been shown round Johannesburg,
tand attracted great attention, the
jgentleman keeping it a profound se-
yeret whereabout the farm lay. Dur-
1ing the week he got a number of his
|friends and some financiers to guar-
iantee $250,000 for the purchase of the
farm, but the farmer to be paid the
ismallest possible sum he would ac-
leept.

Together with one of his friends he
ragain visited the farm, and again
ieritically examined the work in pro-
jgress, and after carefully inspecting
iall over the estate, expressed his opin-
{ion to the farmer that he did not
Ithink they would be successful in
|finding water, at any rate on thab
Iparticular spot where they had been
at work, and suggested trying another
| place.

“No,” said the farmer, “if you do
inot find water there I will give it up
ias a bad job; this experiment will

<+eost me quite enough as it is.”

Here the offer to purchase was re-
inmewed, but the farmer would not hear
tof $100,000. “Well,” said the finan-
ieier, “would $125,000 be an induce-
iment? You know there are no min-
erals or anything else on your farm,

and $125,000 is a big price.” “I never
isaid there was anything on my farm,”

his inner pocket. '*We can settle the
whole affair now; it will save me
coming to Johannesburg again over
the matter.”

The two proceeded to ome of the
best-known legal firms in South Af-
rica, the contract was drawn up, duly
signed by both contracting parties,
witnessed, stamped, and sealed—the
title-deeds of the farm handed over
to the solicitors, who had to add a
clause to the agreement ‘“that in the
event of minerals, diamonds, ete., be-
ing found on his farm, the seller was
to receive an additional bonus of 10
per cent. per annum’ on the turn-
over.

A check for £150,000 was drawn
and handed to the farmer, who de-
parted, assuming a very sad expres-
sion of countenance at the loss of his
beloved farm. The little syndicate
quickly floated a limited liability com-
pany with a capital of $1,250,000,
which was taken up several times
over by the public. The “mine™ has
been working now for over two years.
They are still boring.

A CREEPY STORY.

Weird Tales Told by Occupants of
Haunted House.

A creepy story of a haunted country
house has come to light, the circum-
stances of which are to be investigat-
ed by the Psychical Research Society.
The house was taken over for a fort-
night by a party of wealthy London
people. After they had been in the
house a week concerts in the form ‘of
violent bell ringing commenced and
continued until the occupants left. On
one occasion a visible hand was seen
to pull the bell, but it was not the
hand of any human person in the
house. At dinner time the concerts
began with a violent peal, involving
at least four bells, and this was con-
tinued at short intervals for quite an
hour and a half. The whole house-
hold was so upset by the disturbances
that it was found necessary to move
th# children from one room to another
where they were at a great distance
from the disturbances. The bells rang
out at midnight, and pealed for two
hours on one or two occasions.

The occupants of the house saw the
bell-pulls in the room swaying, heard
the tug of the wire in the wall, and
from the movements of the handles
could tell beforehand which bell was
rung. The bells hung in a long row
in the kitchen. They would sometimes
sway without actually ringing. It was
found that it took a violent tug to
make the drawing-room bell ring in
the ordinary way, yet the sound of it
was clear enough when it rang with-
out being touched. The morning that
the: house was vacated the bells began
ringing quite early. The lady who took
the house adds the amazing fact that
since their departure the bell-ringing
has ceased. ‘It almost looks as if
whoever or whatever it was that rung
the bells,” she says, “was very anx-
ious to get rid of us from the house.
Wore especially did the peal of the
bells on the morning we left seem to
indicate this. I may mention that for
the last three or four years I have
been in the habit of taking country
houses for short periods, and that,
though exactly the same party has
been gathered together, we have never
before been troubled by anything of
the kind.

Debate on Vivisection.

The debate, as a means of public
education, which has been employed
with so much effect in the campaign
for and against Socialism, was turned
to a new use when vivisectionists and
anti-vivisectionists met at Hanover
square recently, and discussed the
right of man to use living animals
for experimental scientific purposes.
Dr. Starling, who spoke in favor of
vivisection, maintained - that ‘the

\rights of animals exist only in sub-

ordination to the necessities of man.”
In practice, he stated, we claim an
unlimited right to use animals. He
mentioned that 42,000 mice were ino-
culated with ecancer last year, and
that 81,000 human beings died annual-
ly of the disease in England. Miss
Lind, of Hageby, in reply maintained
that ethical considerations forbade
the infliction. of suffering against ani-
mals, which are only humbler links
in the chain of evolution to which
human beings belong. She asserted
that gross cruelty was practiced in
the laboratory.

The King Laughed.

A curious court story went the
rounds some little time ago about a
lovely foreigner, one of whose verbal
slips gave King Edward occasion for
a hearty laugh. A very lively person-
age with a delightful accent, she made
such a favorable impression upon the
King that he asked her to be his part-
ner at bridge. ‘But, sir,”” she said,
“T really don’t know how to play.”
The King would take no denial, how-
ever, and she became rather embar-
rassed. “I assure you, sir,” she said,
“I could not think of playing. I don’t
know the difference between a king
and a knave.” There .wag. an awk-
wdra snence, ana uvnen satrTealizeq
what she had said and was covered
with eonfusion. The King, of course,
laughed it off, and now tells the story
with gusto.

The National Flag.
An official statement has been is-

isaid the farmer, “but I will consult|
'my wife about selling, and let wou |
know.” “Very well,” said they, “jast|
‘think the matter over; but you must |
igive us a decided answer this aay |

week, as we have another farm in|
view, and the price is much less.” |
The farmer promised to do so, and |

.his visitors departed. A few days af-
ter he called upon the engineers and
paid the expenses of his unsveecessiul
boring experiment. He then said
‘had talked the matter over fully with
his wife, and he was prepared to sl
if he got $150.000, but not for a cen

he

less. The gentleman asked to be &

lowed an hour to consult his friend-

and see if he could roige thet amon
On his return to.the office he fon

the farmer waiting for him. and
explained to him if he would bri
iin his title-deeds next day he won'
take him to his solicitors and . n
plete the sale.

“Oh,” said the ‘cute farmer, ‘‘h.
1#hav are,” pulling the documents fro:-

L\‘

sued by the Home Office to the effect
that the national flag is the Union
Jack, and that all British subjects
are entitled to display it freely. The
statement is intended to set at rest
the doubts and queries which have
( arisen from time to time as to what
the national flag really is, the red en-
sign and other forms of the flag hav-
ing been suggested as proper for gen-
cral use by citizens of the Empire.

i
|
l null

All such suggestions are henseforth
and void.
1 This Cat Kills Snakes.
| Wills :
i A sneke-Killing cat is owned by a
| settre dierra. Leone. Master Puss
is a ect adept at catching small
| snakes e watches them till they
raccii and begin to glide off, then
Hiings on to them, and clutching

them close behind the head, bites at
the vertebrae until the reptile is dead.
He always manages by means of his
claws to keep a snake from getting &

¢oil round bim, {

WHEN FOOD WAS SCARCE.

Prices That Ruled In Paris During the
Siege of 1870.

The following interesting statement
of the prices that were paid for food
during the siege of 1870 is taken ver-
bally out of the journal of a French
officer stationed in Paris at the time:

“Toward the middle of October we

bad to make up our mind to sacrifice
the animals of the zoological garden.
The elephants and many other beasts

were bought by M. Debos, the owner
of the English meat shop in Av.
Friendland. The meat of the elephants
was sold from $10 to $12 a kilogram
(two pounds), the trunk commanding
the highest price, $16 a kilogram. The
trunk and feet were both declared de-
licious by all gormands. In the same
shop a pair of young wolves were sold
for $2.50 per pound. The meat was
soft and without taste. The biggest
price was paid for a young live lamb
that had been swiped by a ‘franctireur’
from the enemy. One hundred dollars
was paid for it.

“Here is an exact price list of some
victuals toward the end of the siege:

Two pounds of horseflesh....ccceaeeess $5.00
©One s AT S TS S RS e S ety 16.00
A whole cat..... 3.00
.08 Vo o e b S R S SR T 10.00
One; TUTKOVS  oit doLh datis - 30.00
N CHE R L5 Ehsiais o aipiniatals plvswitcldelesaite dis 1.00
NS e e R S S L e .50
7O 03 {0 1 T PR L 3.00

One pound of butter
A pound of beans...
A peck of carrots......

One cabbage head..... e,
One stick: ofiicelery. .. lliuiddc,
Wood to burn (100 pounds)....cceeeeeee

“Even the rich had to live on the
meagerest diet and to take into their
menu things that till then only the
trapper in the virgin forests was sup-
posed to eat. I leave it to you to im-
agine what kind of meals were served
in the small restaurants and boarding
houses.

*‘Moreover, everybody had to submit
to the strictest orders. People stood in
file before the butchker and baker shops
to wait for their turns. Each household
was furnished with a card from  the
municipality authorizing the bearer: to
buy a certain amount of meat and
bread. The cook, the housewife, the
voung girl. the little child (men never
go shopping in France), were posted for
hours before the shops in rain and
snow, with wet feet, shivering with
cold. The unfortunate ones endured
without a murmur these hardships.
Women throughout the time of the

siege were setting an example of cour- |

uge and self abnegation not always fol-
Iowed by men.

“It was a sad and touching spectacle,
these long files of women, nearly all
dressed in black, grouped before the
doors of the dealers, watched by the
national guard, with whom they at first
were laughing and chatting, till the
sufferings from the cold had silenced
the laugh and sometimes brought forth
the tears.

‘“But in spite of all precautions the
stores one by one were exhausted, the
provisions, put in too late before the
siege, were used up, and, while the ba-
bies, deprived of milk, died in great
numbers or, fed on sweet wine and
bread, pined slowly away, the big peo-
ple tried to find new resources to pro-
long their lives.”

Cgnerous Mrs. Crewe.

A gambli.\g story is told of Charles
James KFox that rather reflects on his
honor. He was one of the ardent ad-
mirers of Mrs. Crewe, a noted beauty
of her day, and it is related that a gen-
tleman lost a considerable sum to this
lady at play and, being obliged to
leave town suddenly, gave Mr. Fox the
money to pay her, begging him to apol-
ogize to her for his not having paid
the debt of honor in person. Fox lost

every shilling of it before morning. |

Mrs. Crewe often met the supposed

debtor afterward and, surprised that |

he never noticed the circumstances, at |

length delicately hinted the matter to1

him.
“Bless me!” said he. *“I paid the
money to Mr. Fox three months ago.”
“Oh, did you, sir?” said Mrs. Crewe
good naturedly. “Then probably he
paid me, and I forgot it.”

Novel Tncident In Lords.
~_Lord Morley did not enter the
House of Lords in the orthodox way.
On the very threshold of his new
career he came in conflict with the
traditions of that august assembly.
The onlookers present during the
ceremony of swearing in noticed a
sudden break in the order of pro-
ceedings. The new peer addressed
the reading clerk, who was observed
to shake his head vigorously in the
negative. A hurried consultation
took place between the reading clerk
and Lord Peel, who, with Lord Esher,
stood sponsor for the new peer. The
incident arose upon Lord Morley’s
refusal to take the oath, he insisting
on making an afirmation. There
Ybeing no precedent for such objec-
tion, there was no form of affirmation
handy. The form of oath, however,
was slightly varied, and the incident
closed without its significance being
zguessed by the onlookers. The rest
of the ceremony was unimpeachably
decorous. g

A Mark of Respect.

Andrew Carnegie was entertaining
a Montenegrin prince at Skibo cas-
tle. The morning after the prince’s
arrival a party of guests set out in a
huge motor car for a long run. and |
as they whizzed past an inn a ’great
crowd of highlanders rose from the
benches before the inn and saluted.

‘The prince seemed amazed at the
bighland dress.

“Why,” he asked, “do these men

go bare legged?”
_“It is a local custom,” said Mr.
C_n.rnofuo, “a mark of respect for you,
sir. In some places people take off
their hats to show honor to distin-
guished visitors; here they take off
their trousers.”

i| Honorable

SOAP BUBBLES.

How Some Pretty and Marvelous Ef-
fects May Be Produced.

There are degrees of skill in all pas-
times, but one would hardly think that
there were specialists in the art of
blowing soap bubbles. An article in'
the Windsor Magazine by Meredith Nn-
gent, however, shows that some very
pretty and marvelous effects may be
obtained by the exercise of care and
patience with soap and water.

The first step is to make a solution
by rubbing pure white castile soap into
a bowl partly filled with water until a
lather has been formed. Then remove
every particle of lather, dip a clay pipe
into the cleared solution and start to
blow a bubble.

If you can blow one six inches in di- |
ameter so that it will hang suspended ,
from the pipe and will allow your fore-;
finger covered with the solution to 'be
pushed through into the bubble with-|
out breaking, then the mixture is ready !
for use.

Six bubbles may be blown, one inside
the other. This is performed by dip-f
ping the end of a straw in the soapy |
water and after resting the wet end
upon an inverted plate or sheet of
glass, which should have been previ-'
ously wet with the solution, blow a
bubble six inches in diameter.

Then dip the straw into the solution
again, carefully thrust it through into
the center of this first bubble and blow ,
another. Continue in this manner until
all the bubbles are in position. Great '
care must be taken that the straw is
thoroughly wet with solution for fully
half its length before each bubble is
blown. With practice ten or twelve
bubbles may be placed inside of one
another. AT

SEALAD TENDERS addressed to
the undersigned, and endorsed ‘‘Ten- |
der for Lorneville Whars, N. B.,”” will |
be received at this office until 4.30 p.’
m., on Tuesday, November 10, 1908,
for, the construction of combined
Breakwater and Wharf at Lorneville,
Reed’s Point, St. John County, N.|
jB., according to a plan and specifica-
| tion to be seen at the offfces of E. T.
P>. Shewen, IIsq., Resident Engineer,
St. .John, N. B., Geofirey Stead, Esq
Resident Engineer, Chatham, N.B.,
on application to the Postmaster at
Lorneville, N. B., and at the Depart-
(ment of Puplic Works, Ottawa,

Tenders will not be considered un-
less made on the printed form sup-
plied, and signed with the actual sig-
natures of tenderers.

An accepted cheyue on a chartered
bank, payable . to the erder of the
the Minister of Public
Works, for three thousand dollars
($3,000,000), must accompany each
tender. The cheque will be forfeited
if the person tendering decline the
contract or fail to cemplete the work
contracted for,* and will be returned
in case of non-acceptance of tender.

The Department does mot bind it-
self to accept the lowest or any ten-
der.

By order,
NAP TESSIER,
Secretary.
Department of Public Works,

Ottawa, October 9, 1908.

Newspapers will not be paid for
it
from the Depart-

this advertisement if theyeinsert
without authority
ment.

Oct.;; 13, d3is I

LEARNING TO SWIM.

The Fat Man Who Was a Model of w

Patience and Perseverance.

Persistence in undertaking is a laad-
able virtue, but it can be a bit over-
done sometimes, as in a case described
by Y. L. Molloy in “Our Autumn Holi-
day on French Rivers.” Mr. Molloy
and his friends, longing for a good
dive, went to a swimming school on an
island in the Seine. They donned their
rented costumes and were preparing
for the plunge when a man with ropes
came along and insisted on tying them
about their waists. It was according
to police regulations, and, although they
made an indignant protest, they were
obliged to submit.

While we were dressing, says Mr.
Molloy, we asked the two swimming
masters for an extra towel.

“Pardon,” they replied, **we must at
tend to our monsieur.”

Then we saw that there had come
upon the platform a short and absurd-
ly fat man dressed in bathing costume,
swimming sandals and oiled cap.

“Let's see him go in,” said
‘“What a splash he’ll make!”

The swimming masters received the
new arrival at the middle of the plat-
form. There he balanced himself on
his stomach on a wooden stump two
feet high. The masters seized him by
his hands and feet and with slow and
deliberate movements made him strike
out with the action of swimming. They
kept this up for a quarter of an hour,
and the perspiration rolled off him in
great drops.

‘“He’ll be awfully hot to go into the
water after that,” said I.

But he did not go into the water. The

we.

' swimming lesson over, he moved to-

ward the dressing room, saying:

*“T have done better today.”

“Ah, yes,” answered one of the mas-
ters. “Your progress is admirable.”

The fat man beamed with complai-
sance and went in to dress.

I called the swimming masters aside.

“Does ‘our monsieur’ practice often
like that? He must have great perse-
verance.”

‘“Perseverance! He has worked like
this for five years, and he has never
been in the water!” A

McGale’s Busternut Pills"

~,
purify the blood— %

; tone up the stomach—
regulate the bowels—nake you
eat, sleep, feel as you should.
Prepared of Butternut extract.
=~ Furely vegetable—pleasant

DENTISTRY.

/

P "3}";

Maritime Dental
Pariors.

7
D. .

—

whes'y

1. B, AROCEER,

All Dental work doms hy latost sall
mproved methods.

Testh extracted absclutoly withoud™
ain. :
Speclal attention giver %e treaitug
pd saving natural teeth.

Work done at reasonakble priees,
Hours: 8 a. m. %0 8 p. m.

Wood’s Phosphoding’

A\ The Great English Remed,
Tones and invigorates the who.
£ 7% nervous system, makes mnew
LM Blood in old Veins. Cures Nerv
Debility, Mental and, Brain Worry, Des-
pondency, Sexual Weakness, Emissions, Sper
matorrhea, and Effects of Abuse or Excesses.
Price $1 per box, sixfor g& One will please, 8ix
will cure. Sold by all druggists or mailed inv
plain pkg. on receipt of price. _New pamp
mailed free. The Wood Medicine Co.
(formerly Windsor) Toronto, Ond

RPIANOS andi CRGA NS

We have in stock a good variet.y of Heintzman &
Co.’s celebrated Pianos ;Bell Piano Co.’s high grade
Pianos; Gourley’s fine art Pianos; in Organs such re-

liable maxkes as Bell’s,
and othars.

Karn’s,

Sherlceck Manning

P TP LA B i S e R

the same price.

| Dont buy inferior makes when you can have the best for
We guarantee every instrument we sell

and if not entirely as represented or absolutely satisf. ctory

money refunded.

MeMUBRAY T & €O

assured its time for one and all to begin to get :busy.

-tock at big savings.

your door.

et’s All Settle Down
To Business

Now that all the elections every where are over prosperity and peace

We are again stocked vp with all the good things that’s made to keep the
blcod in circulation during the cold coming winter. cur buyer while away has
bought quite heavily in all classes of goods that we are accustumed of seiling
lan  while manufacturers and Jobbers were uneasy of the] elections prices were
‘freer than the present market values, thus enabl:d us to layin a good winter
Your opportunity is now to pick from a monster asscrtmeft
of stoek, Clothing, Dry Goods, Footwear and Headwear for eld and young at good
savings, don’t lay2off till near the jholidays when things are in hustle style, wise
‘people buy their winter wearables now when satisfaction and economy knccks at

The $1.00 Shoe Sale Was A Sucecess

There are 138 Ipairs of odd Boots, Shoes and Slippers left, we’ll clear them
out at sams price this week if you come early.

Keep Watching This Space

&
T

=

FICKLER & (0

E PEOPLE’S CLOTHERS, SHOERS AND HATTERS at the same stand, Fredericton
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