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Opposition Unmercifully Pouaded Soi
lts Chief Provisions.

Taxes on the People Doubled and Hundreds of  Jobs

for Needy P

ace Seekers.

——————————

MR. LOWELL
he

discussing the new Higbway Bill in tl

Jegislature Wednesday evening, said the

Premier expressed
to the County of St. John more control over

the highways than they possess at toe pre

sent time, but instead of doing so, the bill |

vas takino away the rights they had en-
joyed for thirty years.

] 8]
The.Premier went to the couniry pledged |
to give to the muuicipalities the sole con-

trol of the roads. Instead of doing so, he

was creating a board of paid oflic

were not wholly appointed by the municl-
palities. He had always been opposed to |

w bich should take |

any change in the Jaw

control of the roads in the County of St. |
John out of the control of the muunicipali- |
ty and the Hon. Mr. Maxwell had

on the same platform with bim and

t) the same thing. Theaid tional esxpense
to St John County alone would exceed six
hundred dollars and there was no occasion
for anything of the kind.

MR. ROBINSON

agreed with the last sy 1

aker that instead of

giving the control of the highways to the

municipalities, they were giv them

nothing at all but simply creating

a high
way board wkhich woald be an independent
bOd)‘.
said he would give the power to the muni

cipality to appoint all the officials. The
bill gives nothing of the kind. Thegovern

ment made pledges

and were elected on them and tbe highway

Tu his election pla:{orm the Premier |

certain tn the electors

question was the most important of them
all. The people expected the control of the
highways to be handed over to the muuici
palities and if that was not the Premier’s |
intention, then the pecple did
understand. He gave a measure of support
to the last Act and 1t was an bonest attempt |
to provide a good road law, and if 1t had

been found to be a failure it not be

cause it was a bad Act, but because
was not enough money to properly carry i
out. And, moreover, the weather condi-
tions had been bad.
the leader of the government he realized |
the conditibn and admitted the failnre and |
expressed his willingness to amend the
law. ‘They all desired to have an Act that |

not so

was
there

As soon as he became

would meet with taeapproval of the people |
but it must be made workable. Why hudi
the principles laid down during the election ‘
campaign been so ruthlessly cast aside? |
He would admit that it was open to all to |
change their minds but unless the Acis!
were made to suit the views of the people, 1
they would consider they were being robbed |
of their privileges.

HON. MR. HAZEN

repudiated most emphatically that the gov-
ernment were viclating their pledges made
to the people. The present bill was a com-
plete carrying ou’ of the promises made.
The member for St. John said that they had
said that all officials would be appointed by
tbe municipalities. He would like to ask
that hon. gentleman to point out any offi-
cial who was not[so appointed. The hon
member had expressed his approval of
highway boards, but objected that only two
of the members were appointed by the
municipaiity. He, the premier, had re-
ceived letters from all parts of the province
approving of the principles of 'the highway
boards, and he had raceived letters from
some persons, urging that instead of having
two of the members appointed by county
councillors, there should be two members
specially selected. ‘The members of the
county council would be members of the
highway board, and the people when they
elected the councillors, would know they
were electing the highway board.
HON. MR. MORRISSY

said the present government had said the¥
were prepared to give the municipalities a
large measure of control in handling |
the The government practical'y |
was giving the control of the money to the
county councils because the latter appoint-
ed the majority on the boards. The gov-
ernment were handing over their contribu-
tion to the boards and allowing them to
keep the municipal tax. The late govern-
ment had had the spending of the money
and the people had had to put up with bad
roads.

monies,

HON. DR. LANDRY
said it was a well known principle ot the
government that there should be no t:
tion without representation and when they |
gave the contro!l of the roads to the muni- li
|

cipalities they had representation of the
people who were taxed. They were guin:;1
to give to the municipalities the appoint- |
ment of two out of the three members of |
the highwa¥ board, and if that |

7as not con- | ed tax: n, and also thatif men got

trol, what would they have ? ‘1 chance to work they would be willing to
On the question being put to the com- | do so for the sake of good roads.
mittee the yeas and nays were called re ‘[ N2 r @

sulting in yeas 28, nays 12. Sub.ssctions |
4 and 5 were carried.

‘When the section governing the remun-

eration of th y boards was um!r'ré
discussion, M ason said the act :-lmwli.‘
state that the mwembers of :'\'I
beard should receive no remun m S

Hon. Mr. Maxwell thoug uner- |
ation of the board mi ht be fixed by the |

N T o TRl Ay
municipal counc > out

the general fu

con

|
l

his willingess to give |

| was 51 50

| therefcre, the tax payer got off with two

1 trolled
Mr. Lawell sxid a long experience in St
Jobn County led him to believe that good

men could be had without

remuneration,
[in fact better men who bad the interests of
|

;Hw country at heart would be got than if

| men were seeking the appointment for the

sake of the sals

If the highway boards
take =a twenty
i thousand dollars a year for their salary.

Hon. the

| wanted a full discussion upon this matter

| were paid, it would

Mr. Hazen said government

and the ovinion of all hon. members, and

sections stand

moved that the

for further

consideration.

THE TAXES RAISED

1 MmoveqQ

Hon Mr. Hezer
poll tax be 82, und

that the rate of

that the property tax be

)c. upon the hundred dollars,

Mr. Robinson thoueht that young men
from eighteen years up should pay a poll
tax

Hon. Mr. Morrissy agreed with him

Mr. Smith thought that the Act should

stand as at present, and the yvoung men not

taxed until of age. It would be a hardship

he =aid for a farmer with three or four boys

Labillois a2greed Smith as
Tweeddale.

( Westmorland

said the pro-
pesed tex was too bi It would be no

crelit to tl.e government if they gave the

cout

o ir
r00d 1

o 'safter d
tion. He then

1 cood

yuhling the taxa-
1

roads conld be had

for less money. He knew of districis where
there was a surplus last year,

Mr. Smith

said while that might be true

in some distrigts in most otl

i rs 1t would
pot and much more money

under the old

was necessary
act,

than was raised

HON. MR. FLEMMING

vid he found

country preferred the law of 1896 to that of

had that the people of the

190, largely on account of its statute labor
Under that law, the poll tax
and the race allowed
fifty cents per day. It thus

out His poll tax.

provisions.
for labor
took a man
Under
the proposed Jaw, the poll tax was two dol-
lars but the rateallowed per day,one dcllar,

three davs to work

days work instead of three. In regard to
the property tax, he said the situation as it
existed

wanted

today must be faced. The people
roads on which they could travel
and a large expenditure was required In
the last four years the highways had gone
from bad to worse rapidly nnder the man-
agement of the late government and if good
roads were to be had, there must be a
higher tax than 12c. on the hundred dol-
lars. Unless this question was seriounsly
grappled with, there would be no roads at
ail.

MR. LABILLOIS

defended the act of 1904 claiming that if
last year had been a dry one, the roads
would have been better today than they
ever were before in the history of the prov-
ince. The proposed act would weigh
heavily on the poor people, for under it the
rich man could send his man and team on
tbe road and by working out his tax, de-
prived the poor man of a chance to earn
money. The act had been popular in
gouche County as was shown by the
recent election and had given the country
good roads.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said he failed to see
where this act wps bard on the poor man.
Under it he could work out
two days work while under

tax with
the old act it

his

took him three days.

Mr. LaBillois said under the old act the
rich man escaped paying his tax and he
would do so under this act.

Mr. Copp took exception to the state-
ments that the new act let the poor man off
casier because in his experience of the act
of 1896 two days and sometimes three were
allowed for one day’s actual work on the
road.

HON. MR, GRIMMER

said so far as Charlotte County was con-
cerned there had been no small mean way
of trying to cheat the highways by trying
to get allowed for two days by working one.

In Charlotte County the work had been

team had to'work four daysat hard labor.
He charged that appointments of highway
superintendents in Victoria County were
made on the recommendation of disreput
able men. The appointments were purely
partisan and not for special fitness.
McCarron
like

A m:ln'
never have
Gallop at

like Norman would

displaced a man James
PJaster Rock.

DR. SORMANY

| thought it was too much of a raise to in
crease both property and poll tax as pro

posed. Perfection could not be got in this

bill at the tirst attempt, but he thought the

government might try to get 1t, While,
perhaps two dollars poll tax was not too
much, it might be better to start with a

dollar and a half, and if that was insufti

lr\elll. increase 1t at a later date,

\ MR. LOWELL
1
i

said that nothing would justify raising the

taxes from $63 000 to $120,000, and the gov

ernment had no right whatever to take
away the rights of the municipalities to
assess their own taxes, and ;he wished to
place himself on record that he was voting

against

the motion because it was taking

away the rights of the people of the County
| of St. John.

MR. BYRNE

said that referring to the increasing of the
poll tax and property tax, he felt that if it
were carried out it would work a very g

injustice to the people of the pravince, par

ticularly the County of Gloucester. 1t might
be said by the Fremier that in order to

properly maintain the roads it was neces-

| cary that these taxes should be increasad,
but althouygh it

was proposed to increase |
these, the burden of them was placed upen

the municipalities, whereas, if the increased }
sum necessary were taken out of the pro- |
vincial funds and given over to the munici- |
palities as an additional grant, it would be |

the ratepayers. Any increase in the taxes |

would be an additional burden to the coun-
t

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

1nmr(- likely to meet with the approval of
|

i

|

| proposal to increase them because there
|
|

then passed 23 to 12—the latter including

try people. and he could not supportany |
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increase from 12 to 20 cents on the $100 was

all the opposition but Mr. S8weeney, who

was absent. Several government

support-
ers shirked the vote. o

Progress was reported on the bill.

THAW IN ANOTHER

was nothing to show that such increase ST
1 i e ) Y ? T rh¢ >
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SPRING

The need of a
universal. This is due to
winter the blood becom:s
hearty food eaten.

honestly done under the act of 1896 and
good roads obtained. The rich man ejuld |
essment
or by failure to collect o1 failure of the road

only escape taxation by under as

commissioners to do their duty.

He could

issure the house that under the new ac

taxes would be collected and the work

done. He/believed if the people got gcod

roads they would not mind paying slightly

MR. TWEEDDALE

said it should be perfectly easy to get good
roads by putting up the taxes high enough,
There was no credit to the government J'm';
this cour A dollar and a half for poll |
tax 1d fifteen cents for property tax
houl enough, Statute labor imposed
r e rk on poor nan than on the |
rich the ter could send his team

¢

> it and get al

and ¢

iowed

for four days, where as the man

without a

spring medicine seems to be

This causes that tired weary, all-

gone, don’t-care-to-wock feeling which is so prevalent
at this time of the year.

FEVER

the fact that during the
impure on account of the
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BILL HEADS, 'LETTER HEADS,
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DO JYOU NEED A SUPPLY ?

IF SO PLACE YOUR ORDER AT

THE HERALD OFFICE
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 We make a specialty of Retiring Baby Carriages
Go-carts, ete.

New Departure Coaster is the best,
any wheel.

New and second hand wheels for sale

W. C. URTT

zoN-0-PHONE Fton. N. B. recorps

® ¢ MG

W.E. SEERY

MERCHANT TAILOR

VN L )

We fit it to

-

New Spring Goods

now in steck.  Perfect Fitting, Stylish and Properly
Made Garments Guaranteed.
Come in and look at my $17.00 Business Suits

REMOVAL NOTIC

D. J. Shea, Plumber, has re-

moved [from Queen Street to

his rew store on Carleton St.

> SRR L

CARLETON STREET

SHE A

LOWER SIDE

G. T. WHELPLEY [SUIT
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