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In an FEloquent Speech
in Parliament,

PRESENTS CANADA’S POSITION
TOWARDS THE MOTEER-
LAND,

In View of the Recent Changes
in the British Budget.

OPPOSITION LEADER AND FINANCE
MINISTER ALSO ADDRESS
< THE HOUSE.

Ottawa, April 16.—In the House of
Commonsg yesterday Mr. McLean (East
York) called attention to the speech of
the chancellor of the exchequer in Eog-
land, and particalarly to that feature
which imposad a tax on food stuffs with-
out increasing the price to the consumer:
Baot the diesappointing part was that
(Canada did not get reciprocal treatment.
He blamed Sir Wilfrid Laurier for this.
Had the premier taken a different stand
during the diamond jubilee, and had he
accepted the offer to discuss imperial de-
fence during the corosation ceremonies,
he (McLean) was of opinion that Capada
would bave bad advantage of the propo-
sition made in the British budget and a
preference would be given to Canada.

Able Speech by Premier,

Sir Wilfrid gently chided Mr McLzan
for not giving notice to the government
before the houee met of his intention to
bring the matter up, and supposed the
reason was because he was not sure of his
own facts or mind. Mr McLean had
spoken unwarily and unguardedly on a
subject respecting which he had a lot to
learnfand attacked the government, both
‘for what it did and for what it did not do.
If heor the opposition had a policy in
regard to what the government should
have done ag to the invitation to the
colonial conference, it should have been
put in a resolation which the house could
debate. The government was invited to
attend a conference and discuss political, |
military and commercial matters, fand
answered that it was willing to diecuse
the commercial situation, but saw lictle
profit or advantage in discussing the
nolitical situation or the military sitoa-
tion. Had Mr. McLean anything to say
to that position ? Tbe government stated
to the imperial authorities that, accord-
ipg to their way of thinking, the relations

which has existed gince the supremacy of
Rome. Great Britain, by reason of ber
gituation, hes to maintain a large and
permanent army. Honorable, gentlemen
are aware how repugnant to the British
people is the necessity of maiotaining a
gtacding army. Hovorable gentiemen
are aware how the British people con-
gtantly fought against that idea, but tbey
have been forceC by events, by the
position which the empire occupies in the

today the principal items on the Britist

land armaments.

Canada’s Position.
“Now, my bonorable friend eays that
Canada should foilow in the same course
that we should take part in a scheme of
the military imperial defence. Sir,
;Canada is in a different position. Canada
(is a nation with an immense territory,
but with a sparse popnlation of five and a
third millions of souls scattered over an
area of 3,000 miles in extent, from east
to west. The prizcipal item in the bud-
get of Canada is what? Public worke. The
developement of the country, the con-
gtruction of railways and harbors, the
opening up of ways of transportatioa.
This is the work to which we bhave {de-
voted our energies and I wounld look ap-
on it as a crime to'divert any part of that
necessary expenss to the supply of guns,
cannong and military armaments general-
Iy.71
Mr. Hughes (Victoira)—‘“ Did the right
bonorable gentleman say any part of the
expense ?”
The prime minister—‘I have no hesita-
tion in saying that I share altogether the
views which bave been expressed by Sir
Chas. Tupper more than once, that Cana-
da has done more for the defence of the
British empire by the construction of the
I. C. R. and the C. P. R. than she could
have done by spending that money in
military armaments. Certainly, we must
improve our own militia. We havea
scheme before us today for that purpose,
we must look after our own defences, but
there is all the difference in the world

tary expense and the embarking io that
vast scheme which is embraced by my
honorabie friend’s conceptions.
share his views and £o long as my honor-

able friend wantstolink together warland

commerce, he will find me unalterably

opposed to him. I cannot agree to any-

thing of the kind.”

Sir Wilfrid eaid it seemed to him that |
the government’s d:cision to go to Lon-

dou to diecuss the commercial situation

simply, as they were prepared to do, was

a wise cue.
have entered upon a new line of taxation. |
to have gone back to tie old corn dafies.

which at ipresent bind Canada to the
motber land were satisfactory. Was
Mr. McLean prepared to take ancther
course on that question? Did he want
to bave the position as between
Britain and Canada or any of the
self-governing colonies ia any way
improved ? (If so, let him say what
be had to offer. In the estimation of the
gove:nment, the members of that side of
the house and the common people at
large, the relations between Canada and
Britain could not be improved, at least,
he saw no way. If there was any way,
he was prepared to discuesit, but when
the subject was discussed by represen-
tatives of all the colonies and of Britain
in 1897, all, with two exceptions,
were unanimously in the opinion
tnat the relations then subsistirg
between the colopies and Great Britain
were perfectly satisfactory. Nothing had
occurred since to change his own opinion.
The basis upon which the empire had
grown and now rested was the local
autonomy of all its constituent parte, and
he did not see that anything could be
done at the present time to improve that
basis in any way whatever.

Mr. McLean takes up another guestion,
Sir Wilfrid continued. Now be eays we
have made a great mistake in refusing
algo to consider the military situation, in
refusing to discuss a scheme for the
general defence of the empire tbe gov-
ernment have made a great mistake,
that the commercial and the mili-
tary must go together. If that
is the view taken by the honorable
gentleman, that commerce and war must
be considered together, it is a view from
which I altogether dissent,and I challenge
him or any othar gentleman in this house
or outside to present a scheme whereby
two things so dissimilar as commerce and
war can be considered together. No sir,
I do not admit that view at all. It would
be a most snicida! policy for the Cana-
dian people to go into any scheme of that
pature. It would be the most suicidal pol-
icy that could be devised for Canada to
enter into the vortex in which the natiops
of Europe, England included, are engaged
at the present time, and which compels
them to maintain great military arma-

ments. Sir, what is the relative position

of Great Britain and Capnada? Great

Britain is one of the foremoat nations of

Whether it was called protection or not,

foremost natien, certainly the greateebisays be heard me eay a preference on
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Carpets
Linoleums,
Oilcloths, etc.

wheat would not be grauted. To have ex
pected the British government or any
minister in 1897 to put a duty on wheat
was preposterous. Today they have put
a small duty on only because of the tre-
mendous cost of the greatest war the
pation bae seen. But for the war there
woald bave been no duties. Therefore it
was unfair to compare what would have
happened in timeof peace with the even g
brought about by the strees of a gre:t
war. He acreed that a preference would

budget are the expenses for niyal and |to say if they would give one.

world, to maintain a standing army and | be a good thiog from the Canadian point

) | of view, but it was for the Eoglish people
The Con-
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gervative party would stand at John : J
Bull’s door and demand a preference
before consenting to give Britain any ,

advantage.

Amateur Theatricals next Wed :eida If you are after unequalled values in Carpets, Oilcloths,
Linoleums, Rugs, Mats and Mattings you should see our
stock for spring 1902. You will be entirely pleased
with them. Our assortment is rcplece with jthe latest
designs and colorings. Tapestry Carpets, Brussels
Carpets, Axminister Carpets, Wool Carpets, Hemp
Carpets. Floor Oilcloths, Passage Oilcloths, Stair Oil-
cloths, Inlaid Linoleums, Linoleums. India Mats and
Rugs, Axminister Mats and Rugs, Tecumseh Mats and
Rugs. English Wool Art Squares, Canadian Wool Art
Squares. Stair Pads, Stair Plates, Pole Trimmings and
Poles, Lace Curtain, Window Blinds.

CASTORIA

For Infants and Childrer.
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Have just opened a very extensive
{1 ofst Solitergh Sean o,

SUNSHADES !

and give you an idea about the lines I carry.
Oftentimes you get in a quandry where to
buy a Coffin or Casket. Our values this
spring beat all previous records and our
medium lines lead in value. I willsell you a

between undertaking this domestic mili- | better article than you can buy anywhere

else and for a good deal less money.

By comparison you will find this to be true
and you will find our prices on furnishing
these goods more reasonable than any other

I do not | Undertaker in the city, including hearse free

of charge.

and colored, also a large range of
childrens’ shades.

Dever Bros.

R. B. ADAMS,

Great Britain appeared to'} ;

Gents’ Umbrellas at all prices.

down town
Tel. 130.
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Opp. W. R. Logan, Grocer

it was true the new tax was not large, b |

at all events there wag an opening and |
the field was now clear for negotiations
in a new direction in London next June.
He did not despair that the representa-
tives at the conference would be able to
lay down the bagis of a eystem which
would improve the trade relations be-
tween Great Britain and her colonlee.

Whether this suited Mr. MecLean or
not, it met the views of the majority of
the Canadian people and the government

were looking not 8o much for his appre- |
ciation as for the approbation cf the peo-
ple ¢t large.

Mr, R.. L. Borden

gaid that the premier did wnot al-
ways bave the view that there was no
need of exchanging the relation between
(Canada and Britisb. In 1892 he said the
premier advocated independence, and
later on that if Britain wanted any aid
she should take us into her coungels. As
to imperial defence, Mr. Borden said he
would always maintain Canada’s right to
eay how she should contribute, but at the
same time he did not think the govern-
ment should have refused to discuss the
subject. He gaid that on the question of
copyright, Caneda had receded from the
poeition of self government. He accused
Fielding, Laurier and Cartwright of al-
ways expressing the view that Britain
would not tax breadstuffs, that was the
gole reason they give for their not doing
anything to secure preference. The
premier told the people of Britain that
(anada did not want any preference.
Wwas the government still of that
opinion ?
Hon. W. 8. Fielding.

The minister of finance eaid no one op-
posite was able to found an argument
on this matter without mis-stating the
facte. It was absolutely baseless to Bay
that the British government had ever
offered a preference or that the chancellor
of the exchequer fhad been prepared to
give one. Up to the present moment
not a man in Koglish ‘public life had
declared his willingnees to publish a pre-
ferential duty on wheat.

sSid voutagksfor st 2l an;
asked. :

“The time hitherto has not been favor-
able,”” Mr. Fielding replied,‘‘and I speak

Sproule

the world, in many ways perhaps the

on the authority of Eoglish statesmen

who know. The leader of the opposition

Just the
Thing for
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We have Men's Hand Made Grain Laced Boots,
Bellows Tongue. Men’s Hand Made Buff Laced
Boots. Boys' Hand Made Grain Liaced Boots.
Youths Hand Made Grain Laced Boots, number 1S

AT . .

OTTIMER’S

- - - 210 Queen St., F'ton

CASH SHOE STORE,

P S.—Our store is open every evening.



