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EX?ENSIVE RED TAPE.

Hon. Dr. Borden has announced in
Parliament thut some important changes,
will be made in connection with the
militia force next session, and while the
popular and eflicient war minister is at it,
he Ishould provide for a reconsideration
and amendment of the militia regula-
tione governiog courts martial.

Some trials at present proceeding in
this city illustrate the expensive and
absurd character of military red tape as

exhibited in trial by conrt martial. Re-

.cantly charges of drunkenness were made

against three members of the Royal
Canadian Regiment quartered in this
city, charges that might bave been dis-
posed of in a civil court in & day and at a
very small expense. To meet the re-
quiremeunts of the military regulations,
was neceseary for the
of the military to ask

however, it
commandant
for a court martial, and for neariyia week
a military court composed of a colonel, a
major and a captain, bave been trying
the cases against the men. Two of the
members of the court were summoned
from St. John and all are drawing the
pay of their rank ,the colonel $5 a day,
the mejor $4, and the captain $3, besides
travelling and living expenses for the St
John officers. At this rate the court is
costing the conntry say in the vicinity of
$20 a day, for the trial of three simpie al-
leged drunks. :

The Herald does not wantto be un-
derstsod as fault with the
manoer in which the court martial is be-
ing conducted. No doubt the officers
composing it are discharging their duties
efficiently, but it is the system which we
condemp, and which should be remod-
If a eoldier im-

finding

delled and cheapened.
bibes too much beer which is on eale
in the military buildings, why should he
not be handed over to the civil autbori-
ties the same as an ordinary drunk. The
police magistrate would make short work
of such casee at a very moderate cost, and
the evidence and findings could be re-
ported to the aathorities at Ottawa and
the cffsnders receive adequate punish-
ishment and reduction in rank for their
offances.

There is plenty of military red tape,
but this court martial business probably
farnishes one of the best examples of an
effete and expensive system,which should
be changed at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity.
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AN UNREASONABLE REQUEST.

M. Haggart, the ex-minister of rail-
waye, who made the reckless charge in

Hoep. “ALS Gy Blain,
through the instrumentaiity of U'r. Pug-

sley, was endeavoriog to effect the sale

Parliament, that

of the Intercolonial Railway in New York,
and wae enbse(nently compelled to admit
that he was only repeating idle gossip, is
with the assistance of his party friende
trying to make political capital oat of the
fact that the Liberal majority in the
House of Commons voted down his mo-
tion to refer all the 1. C. R. accounts for
the past six years to the public accounts
committee. The absurdity of such a con-
teation will strike the most prejudiced
observer.

This resolation was opposed by the
Minister of Railways and Liberals gener-
ally, not only because it was irregelar, but
because it was not made in good faith.
For weeks past Mr. Haggart anod his asso
ciates have been examining witnesses

before the pablic accoants

for the purpose of making out a ca~e(~l‘00\) and this year the oelxmate
against the administration of the minister ! $51,595.

of railways., They have completely failed,

\1 i i iih l{ \}JD Iupon this

( 1
committee | ment for

plan of covering up their
defeat.

It is important to remember that the
accounts for each of the years since 1895
have been investigated and reported upon,
and when this matter came up tefore
the Committee Mr. Blair intimated that
he would afford every facility within his
power for “the proposed icquiry if Mr.
Haggart wounld only indicate any partic-
nlar branch, oreven a gronp of expendi-
tures, which he desired to have taken ap;
but it was contrary to practice and to
gonnd methods of procedare to pase such
a sweeping motion without some indica-
tion being given of the line to be follow-
ed or the purpose in view. The Premier
repeated this statement in the House,
and appealed to Mr. Haggart to act fairly
and within the established The

would not listen to this

roles.
ex-Minister
reasonable request, and he got what he
was aiming for—the defeat of his motion

This fiasco followed upon the concla-
sion of a long investigation before the
public accounts committes in relation to
the purchase of ties for the Intercolonial
in 1900. The last witness called was Mr.
Charles McManuas, who gave evidence as
to the insvection of the ties During
the course of his examination a letter was
produced, which had been written to
him by the Minister cf Railways,directt-
ing him to give the same inspection to
Mr. Culligan’s ties that had been given
to Mr. Ultican’s. :

sovght to make a good deal of capital ont

The Coneervatives have

of that letter, by insinuating that it was
meant to have Mr, McMaous pass inferior
ties ; but the allegation loses all point in
the face of the fact that a large number of
Mr., Ultican’s tiee were rejected, showing
that they had been rigidly inspected, and
the farther fact that Mr. Calligan is not a
Liberal, and in the Restigouche election
was not warmly disposed toward Mr.
The Tories had hoped to
make a good deal out of this letter when

James Reid.

it was produced, but the thing fell com-
pletely flat.

e
RAILWAY SUBSIDIES.

The general question of railway suh-
s'dies came up io the House of Commons
last week in connection with an applica-
tion of the Red Deer Valley Railway
Company, and the debate was important
because of the intimation given by the
Minister of Railways that the government
nad determined to discontinue the policy
of granting subsidies indiscriminately. A
hint to this effect had been given on
geveral previous occacione, but this an-
was of a somewhat more
Of course,
given to deserving projecte,

nouncement
d-finite c! aracter. aid will be
but it w'll be
only io special cases, and at intervals.
In keeping with this determination it is
pretty generally understood that, apart
from one or two cases of urgency in the
will be asked
from Parliament this session.

Northwest, no subsidies
In the New Brunswick legislature at

Tweedie
announced that the policy of the govern-

the recent session Premier
ment was to renew no railway charters
unlees the companies intereeted zave good
evidence of their bona fides, and these
intimations, both here and at Ottawa,
shoald discourags the promoters of wild

cat railway schemes.

e et

he Montreal Star

which has a

mononly of epringing political yarns,
announces that Sir Wilfrid Laurier is to
retire from political life before the next
session of Parliament, on accoant of ill
health, but the story is promptly con-
tradicted from Ottawa, as a pare fabrica
tion. The premier is enjoying excellent
bealth, and no doubt he will remain in
his preseat exalted position as long as it
ig the will of the people of Caaada and he

is able to discharge his dutiee.

An indication of the wonderfually rapid
growth of Sydney, N. S., in the past few

years is furnished in the assessment

figures. TFive years ago the value of

property assesred in that town was
$37,000, for the present year it is $4,-
383,000. The amount raised by aseess-

town puarposes in 1897 was
i8
The coming of the l»omlmon

Coal Company and the Steel Works was

and feeling sore and discomfited they hit | a great thing for the Cape Breton town

Run Down

Then don’t expect to be
cured in a minute ! It takes
a little time to get your biood
pure and rich. We haven’t
room to explain. Just ask
your doctor why Ayer’s Sar-
saparilla is such a good
medicine for debility, weak
nerves, and indigestion.

‘1 was very poorly and could hardly
get about the house. Then I tried
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, and only two bot-
tles of it made me feel perfectly well.”

Mrs. N. S. Swinney, Princeton, Mo.

$L. All drlu{lu. J. C. AYER CO., Lowel!, Mass.

Capt. Wioslow who leaves for Hahfax
this regiment

is the first

evening, to _]()lﬂ bis
South Africa,

71st officer to be given a commission in

for service in
any of the Canadian contingents, and
his caresr will be watched with interest
by bis pumerous friends in this city and

Capt.

good fighting stock, and we may antici-

elsewhere. Winslow comes ot
pate that he will ake a record for him-
he has the
The Herald

wishes him bon voyage, plenty of mili-

gelf and bis pative city, if
luck to meet the Boers.

tary glory, and a safe return.

N

Speaking on the question of trans-
portation in Parliament, Mooday, Hob.
Mr Tarte declared that St

undoubtedly the future winter

John was
port of
Canada. It was already a great winter
port. He declazed tbat Canadians must
control their own transportation rcutes
and ship their goods by Canadian ports.
We must be independent of the Upited
States both i transport and tariff. We
must hold gh to our own assets. It made
him tired to see the anxiety of some
people to dispose of our railways and

other national assets.

ZBqu'Standard
School Boots,

Extra solid. Black or Tan,
Ocvr price only $1.35. Sizes

1Sdo) 775

NELSON GAMPBELL

178 Queen St.

Wii. P. TAYLOR,
Barrister-at-Law,

NOTARY AND CONVEYANCER,

g2 Money to Loan on approved
Real Estate.

YORK 8T.,

A&wWrF

LOANS ON MORTGAGE.

FTON, N 8

T have been instricted to obtain safe in-
vestments in amourts from $200 to $5,000, for
varties desiring but lowest rates of interest.
Kasy terms available to right parties. All
lp[)ll(dlluu\ will be pmmp(h passed upon.

ARBHURSER.  SEIPP,

Barrister.

April 12—d&wmos.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION,

Application wil) be made to the Parliament
of Canada at present session for an Act to
incorporate the Wirst National Bank of

Canada with the usual powers of Banks
under the Bank Act and its amendments.
Signed S. B. WOODS,
Solicitor for Applicators,
Mrch 21—dtf

PIANO WMOVING.

John Toner wishes to vemind the public
that he is stili in a poxmon to remove pianos
He is prov ded wi*h first class slings and
will promp ly LB &Ry orders given to him

p 1xl\uu\ll\ o1 feft atthe s .ore of W. P. Fenety.
C 1

Kid Gloves

In black and white, 16 button length,
also

SILK GLOVES

30 inch for evening wear.

John J. Weddall & Son

Agents for Standard Patterns.

Wall Paper,

After you have examined the
other stocks ip town, come here and
look over the new patterns we are
showing and we feel confident
we will get your order. Not
a poor pattem amoug them. . We have
Ingrains in 12 dlﬁ(nent shades, with
wide and narrow. borders.

HALL'S BOOK STORE.
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Hammocks

We are showing a very complete line of
Hammocks. These are all new goods in a
variety of styles and colors, with or with-

\ out fringe. An examination wiil profit you
) o = . L2
. and please us. We are showing some nice
4 La=wn and Verandah Chairs and Settees.

LEMONT & SONS.

Fire Insurance Agency.

I am prepared. to insure al
kinds of property at lowest
current rates in the followi
reliable companies,
The Manchester, of London, Eng.
The London & Lancashire, of London, Engo.

) ’ 2
The Hartford, of Hartford, Conn.
The Aetna, of Hartford, Conn. (

FRED. ST. JOHN BLISS
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& axe.. BATH SOAP. >§ &

b\
{ Is the biggest, best, cheapest, pure white (
@{ soap. It makes a thick, ecreamy lather, \/
) with either cold or warm water, is pure (@
» @‘ and will not injure the mostdelicate skin. >
«( 3 large cakes for 25 cents. \/
U
\ Sole Agent ﬁ

for Burpee’s la
Seeds. 1
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STEAM

FEATHER RENOVATING WORKS.

kinds hair, flock and mess mattresses made over in any

ture Unholstered and Repaired, anxt laying and stretching prompt 1

1 10. Goods called t 2 ee
B0, Box ( ' ed for and dohuud free of ¢narg SpgMail orders given prompt a -

style and combiratio :

ARTHUWUR H. WooDprs,

£ING STRELY, jast akove MeGinn’s Wagon ¥ “agtery.




