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SUNBURY MYSTERY.

New Inquest Commenced
on jJRemains of Thos.
Wooden.

SUSPECTED WIFE GIVES TESTI-
MONY SOMEWHAT CON-
TRADICTORY.

Dr. Dundas Draws Damaging
Deductioas from Wounds in
Deceased’s Head.

Tnvestigation into the cause of the death
of the late Thos. Wooden, ordered by the
attorney-general, was commenced at Tay-
lor’s Corper, Sunbury county, Monday
morning.

Wooden's remains were exbumed from
its resting place in Blissville cemetery at
ten o’clock and a post mortem examina-
tion was then performed by Dr. M. G.
Dandas. Considering the eight months’
interment the remains were in a good
state of preservation. They were those
of a man of mediom height, slim, with
thin greyish hair, brownish grey mous-
tache and pointed beard of the same
color.

The body was placed upon the upturaed
casket and t.he doctor did his gruesome
work in fall view of a crowd of men aod
small boys who clustered with fearful

cariogity around. The sun shone hotly
across the unkempt little country grave-
yard, with its weed grown walks and
strageling monuments. The air was
filled with the sickening odor of the
dead. The only sound was the raep of
the surgeon’s saw and the ineistent boz-
zing of {constantly increasing swarms of
huoge flies.

Within the cavity of the sku!l and im-
bedded on the brain tissue two dented 32
calibre revolver bullets were found, one
of which had penetrated inward from the
right temple and the other wupward
through all the lower bones of the gkull
from under the jaw.

These were kept for evidence and the
stomach, liver, kidneye and pa ts of the
intestines were bottled carefully and will
be sent to Official Analyst M. V. Paddock
of St. John for chemical examination.

The New Inquest.

" The inquest began in the Agricultural
Hall at Taylor’s Cerner shortly after one
o’clock. Coroner H. H. Pride officiated.
The jury was composed of David H.
Smith of Fredericton Junction, foreman ;
Benjamin Tracy, Fenwick Pride, A. L.
Daplisea, O. S. Mersereau and Wm.
Tracy of Fredericton Junction and P. E.
Seely of Blissville.

Geo. W. Allen, M. P. P., of this city,
appeared for the crown and J. B. M.
Baxter of St. John, on behalf of Mrs.
Wooden, who is suspected of having been

, the canse of her husband’s death.

Of the evidence received the most im-
portant wae that of Dr. Dundas and Mrs.
Wooden. The latter is a rather tall
woman of about 45 yeare, spare and

" muscular, with a countenance unprepos-

sessing and of wonderful composure. She
gave her evidence with distinct, clear and
unfaltering voice, and maintained out-
ward calmess throughout, though under
the eearching examination of Mr. Allen
her replies became besitating and incon-
sistent. In more than one instance she
contradicted herself damagingly.

Mrs. Wooden’s Testimony.

She was the first witness called. ¢TI
was the first person to see my husband
after he was dead,” she said. ‘‘I had no
previous knowledge that he possvesed a.
revolver. I knew that my youngest son
Jobn owned one. At the time of my
husband’ s death John was down at his
uncle’s, Mr. Charlton, where I had sent
him to tell his aunt that her father was
gick. My husband was no worse that
morning than be had been previously. I
have the revolver etill in my possession.”

The weapon was produced in evidence.
Tt i a well built weapon of the Iver
Johnson make, 32 calibre and eelf-
cocking.

“My hosband had not been in the
habit of bhandling a revolver,” ehe re-
snmed, ‘‘ but for a week or two back he
used to take it off the shelf where it lay
apd look at it.” I never heard him make
any threats of putting an end tc himself.

I did not know of any poison being in
the house at that time, but previously
there had heen some which he himself

had procured, for what purpose I do not
know. I know of him attempting to
poison foxes and suppose he had the
poison for that. When T firet saw him

dead I tarned right abont and went out
of the room and called some of the neigh-

bors. The first
Kirkpatrick.
Examined by Mr.

I went for was Geo.

Allan—I bhave heen

married 20 years elmost. We never had
any tronble whatever. My husband bhad
been ailing for some time before his death.
He was huart in the woods soma time in
October.
trouble in his head and lost the sight of
an eye where he bad been struck by the
limb of a tree. He was in Hcspital in
Fredericton aboat ten days. This did
not do him any good, but he took no
more medical advice, and he never would
take any medicine. The poison I spoke
ahout had been in the houvse for more
than ten yeara. It was strychinine, or
was so marked on the bottle. When his
head began hurting him—so bad and he
was talking about getting out of the world,
I put the bottle in the stove.

.I first saw the bottle of poison in a
trunk. I never touchbed it and said noth-
ing about it to anyone. 'He never men-
tioned having it to me. I never saw it
again until I put it in the stove the last
of last Novembecr, I foond it in the trank
in the same place where I saw it first.
The trunk wae always kept locked and
the (key was left in the drawer in the
sewing machine,

The day I first found the poison I was
looking in the trunk for the deed of the
place out of mere cuariosity. I think the
deed is in the house yet. My busband
did not know I was looking there. When
I threw the bottie away it appeared to
have as much in it as when I saw it first.

I did not tell my husband when I de-
stroyed it. To the best of my knowledge
I destroyed all the strychnine that was in

the house. My reason for destroying it
was because of bhis talk about getting out

of the world. He talked this way short-

ly after coming out of the hospital. He

used to eay he was no use in the world

and might as well get out. Ee was afraid

he was going to starve. I never knew

him to make use of this strychnine all

the years he had it.

Mr. Allen here asked the witness what

she meant by previously stating that the

deceased had attempted to poison foxee,

and in epite of ber former statement in-

sisted that she pever eaw him use the

bottle mentiosed and never knew of him

having any other.

‘““The morning of his death,” she con-

tinued;in answer to Mr. Allen’s question-

ing, ‘I was up just about daylight. I

Jeft him in our room lying on the bed

with his clothes on, as he had lain all

pight. When I left the room to go out

be told me not to be in a hurry milkiog.

I had had my breakfast but ho would

not eat any. My son Jobn had gone to

bis uncle’s just about five minutes before

I v.ent out to milk, to bring his aunt

down as his father was sick.”

‘“ Was your busband worse that morn-

ing ?” asked the counsel.

¢“No, sir, he dida’t seema to be, but I

wanted his sister to come up and see

bhim. I. wanted to send for a.doctor.

John was gone about an hour. His father

wag dead when he came back. I had

five cans of milk and was out abcut bhalf

an bour I think. After I got through I

returned to the house. I smelt powder

when I opened the door and went at

once to my husband’s room. He was

lying dead. He was on the bed with the

quilts over him, covering all but his

hands and face. I went up to within

reaching distance of the bed.

“How did you know he was deai?”’
was agked.

“T eaw blood on his face and the re-
volver lying on his breast outside the
bed clothes. He was on his back with
his hands on his heart. I noticed that
his right bacd partly covered the re-
volver. I did npot eee hisleft hand.”
When Iieft him to go out milking he
seemed t) be in the same position in
which I founod him when I came back,
only his right baod was rubbing across
his forehead when I went out. I did not
see any revolver then. When I came
back his eyes were fast shut.

I bardly know what I did after that,
but I remember walking around outside
the bouse until Mr. Kirkpatrick came.
When my son came back [ don’t know
whether I told him his father had ghot
himself or not. He did not g4 iin the
bouse but went and got Mr. Patterson.
He went into the house. I was in the
kitchen then and had not visited the
room where the body lay. I don’t know
whether Mr. Patterson went in the room
or not, but ehortly after he came he went
away for others. The next person I saw
was Fred Wallace. He went to the door
and looked in and went out againo.

Mr. Allen questioned the witness
closely regarding others who had-come
to tbe hoase at that time, their actions
and what they said, but Mrs. Wooden’s
memory was at fault and she could not
be certain of many things counsel eeem-
to deern important. Among the visitors
she mentioned Mr. Anderson, Mr. Mer-
sereau, Coas. Charlton, Mrs. Mergeresu,
Mrs. Charlton and others.

The barn where I was milking is_quite
a ways from the house (about a hundred
yards. While I was there I heard no un-
usual gounds, As soon ag I smelt the
powder I went directly to my husband’s
room. I don’t know why. I bad no
particular reason to do eo.”

After that he complained of

Questioned further about what she had
said to her ron, she was not sora whether
she had told bim bis father was dead or
not,

‘“Didn’t you eay anything to him abont
this dreadful occarrence?’’ queried Mr.
Allen.

No, sir, not to my koowledge.
husband left the farm on which I am
living. There were five head of cattle
and one horse. No money that I know
of. He left no will as far as I know of.

My

The Doctor’s Revelation.

Dr. M. G. Dandas of Blissville, who
beld the post mortem npon Mr. Wood-
en’s body told of finding two ballet
wounds and two correspondiug bullete,

‘‘These bullet wounds were certainly
gnfficient to cause deatb,” he said:
‘“ Either one alone would bave done so.
One was in the right temple, midway be-
tween the ear and the outer angle of the
orbit, piercing directly inward. The
other was about half an inch below the
chin, in the centre line, going npwards
and backwards to the base of the brain.
I do not believe a man could have fired
both of those bullets himself. The one
at the base of the brain would certainly
bave caused instantaneous death, and the
other wound also,though I counld not deci-
sively locate the bullet on account of the
decompoeed state of the brain.

Wounds Not Self Infitcted,

To Mr. Allan—The body I examined
was to decomposed for me to ascertain
whether the bullets had been fired into a
a living or dead body. Assuming that Mrs
Wooden’s evidence regarding the position
of her husband’s body to be true, I
would not think the death wounds could|
be eelf inflicted. As a rule the eyes of a
man from gonehot are partly open. If the
bullets were fired into a dead body the
hemmorhage would be much less than
if the victim werse alive at the time.
Cross-examined by Mr. Baxter—The
wound through the temple might cause
consicerable hemmorrhage. There need
not be coosiderable effusion from the
wound in the brain. It would be diffi-
cult to tell the difference between wounds
inflicted before and immediately after

death. The bullet which entered at the
lower wound had pierced tke bas
of the brain. This would inevitably
caunse  paralysis and ipstantaneous
death. With the other wound it
woull depend upon the parts of the

brain it penetrated. I cowld not deter-
mine these on account of decomposition,
Asg a suppogition it might be possible for
the woonded man to fire a second shot
after the one inflictea in the temple,
thoegh such action would be impossible
after the wound below the jaw. But in
my opinion either would cauee immedizte
unconscionsness.

(Conclusion to-morrow).

The Seng of the Shirt.
Fred B. Edgecombe has received an-
other lot of men’s shirts splendid value.
If any man waots white shirts, colored
shirte, night shirts, be canget the cor-
rect brand and value at Edgecombe’s.

Nearly every person you meet is look-
ing for “encouragement,” but the most
successful men have found it neces-
sary to encourage themselves. —-Atchx-
son Globe.

A Prescription.

A schoolteacher in Frome, England,
sent this to the father of one of his
pupils: “I beg to inform you that in
my opinion your son is suffering from
myopia, and his case requires prompt
attention.” The next day the boy
brought back this written request:
“Mister, please knock it out of Jim, as
I ain’t got time.”

The Samoan Language,

Speaking of the flexibility of the Sa-
moan language, Mrs. Isobel Strong
says that the little word “ta” means:
1, we too, to beat with a stick, to play
on a musical instrument, to reprove,
to tattoo, to open a vein, to wash cloth-
ing by beating and to turn a somer-
saulf.

Just ariived, a
large variety of

Cloth

AND

Velvet

PRICES JUST HALF

Robert B. Adams,

Telephone 130

TENNANT, DAVIES & CLARKE

OUR FIRST LQOT OF

Ladies’ and
Children’s

ackets

Have arrived, comprising:the latest selection of the season.
We bought late so as to have the very newest: styles in
the market. Also a small lot of Ladies’ Capes.

Tennaunt, Davies & Clarke.

Our Stock is now complete in all the leading makes-in

Overcoatings,

Suitings and

Trouserings.
mﬁﬁm l GEO. S. STANGER,

Merchent Tailor.

Quahtv and Style

Are back of the suits we make to
measure. Not enough that the
cloth is good, well woven and
shrunkenm and well put together,
but the garments must be cut
according “to the latest styles and’
finished perfectly before leaving
our  establishment. = Whatever
chosen will be of a quality to give
the greatest satisfaction under all
conditions of wear. Just think of
it! A nice Tweed Suit, All-wool
for TWELVE DOLLARS, others
from $14.00 to $25.00

EZONAZIE, 210 Queen Street,

T
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HAVE YOU

A Horse, a Cow, a Carriage, a
a Bicycle, a typewriter, a

piano, House Furniture

“Qr any old thing” that youdwishjtosell 2 If so

Oxford
Sausages

T. MURPHY

to N

I

MONEY TO LOAN.

Large sum of money,in amounts to suit
applicants, to invest in Real Estate security
at lowest term of interest.

R. W. Mcl ELLAN,
Carleton St.

Keb. 14,.—dwtf.

Whi. P. TAYLOR,
Barrister-at-Law,

ARY AND CONVEYANGER.

will commence to-morrow

manufacture ]11\ famous Ox-

ford Sausages. He tells us EZ5" Money to Loan vn approved

11(; will give Uu pll‘rllc th ’RC«‘LI Bkt

best l,’mh Sausages made in

Canada, made fresh from YORK ST., F°'TON, N. B.
i day to day, d&wE e



