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g AND A FLAT

iWWNQOMWéM
Gregory Sharpe, president of the

By DOUGLAS Z. DOTY
Consolidated Gas company, sat in his
private office dictating letters to his
stenographer.

Outside a long line of people waited
their turn to pay their gas bills at a
small window in the wire partition, for
it was the first of the month.

To the young clerks, who managed
to dress right smartly on ten or twelve
dollars a week, Sharpe was a constant
source of wonderment. Careless, not
to say unkempt, at times in his attire,
frem early to late he toiled at his office,
-ab¥ his employees thought what a
gleat pity it was that this man, who
knew so little how to enjoy life, should
be the one to possess Aladdin’s lamp.

As a young chap—he was now about
thirty-eight or forty—he had had his
unfortunate love affair. Then after a
few black weeks he had set his teeth
and thrown himself beart and soul in-
to his business.

“That’s all, Miss Hngqn," said Sharpe
as, with hands in bis trousers pockets,
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| smoothing out her black silk apron—

’ over a push Dutton and inscribed “Mrs,

{\L. 4. Locle.”
| It was Miss Violet Eyes herself who
| opened the door. She recognized the

“Oh, it's you!” she faltered, nervous-
ly twisting the knob of the half open
door. *“You've come to cut off the gas,
{ I suppose.” And she slowly made way
for him to step in.

A little, white baired lady appeared.

“Won't you step into the parlor?” she
said.

Everything was so neat and the

grate fire so cheery that at first Greg-
ory did not realize how barren and
poverty stricken the place was. The
little old lady piloted him skillfully to.
the only easy chair in the room, which
faced the little coal fire.

The best chair and the best outlook
the room afforded!

A sweet old gentlewoman, thought
Gregory, who has learned to keep up
appearances under conditions that
would have swamped most house-
wives with less prile and fewer re-
sources.

“I suppose,” murmured the old lady,

“I suppose one shculd not indulge in
the luxury of a grate fire with the gas
bill unpaid, but,’ with a deprecatory
gesture, ‘it has been very cold, and
one lcses one's courage so easily when
one can’'t keep warm.”

It was said quietly, with gentle digni-
ty, but the pathos of it!

“Madam,”. said CGregory in a voice

'-” nlight streaming in through a tall |
window beyond the cashier bothorr}()i
him every time he made the turn of |
his office. He .might have called to a
dozen fellows to pull up the shade, but
it was like the man to go and attend
to it himself. It was also characteris-
tic that he should open the front dcor
for a slip of a woman with a big bun-
dle in her arms.

“Thank you!” said a sweet, low
voice. ‘“‘Thank you!’ said a pair of big
violet eyes looking up into his face.

“Pretty little thing!” was Gregory’s |
passing thought.

The girl readjusted the bundle and
in doing so dropped a familiar green
slip. Gregory knew by heart the print-
ed matter on it. The statement was
terse, businesslike and rather grim,
“If the inclosed bill is not paid by the
1st, we shall be obliged to cut off your
gas supply on that date.”

The girl thanked him again as he
picked it up for her, a wave of scarlet
slowly spreading over her face.

“Do they—do they—can you get an
extension of time about paying if you
promise to pay in a week?’ she asked
nervously.

‘“Well,” said the president, “we have
found that an extension of time gen-
erally makes matters worse. Let's
see your bill. H'm! I'll see the cash-
ier about this,” he muttered and strode
off.

The girl’s eyes followed him. He
looked less prosperous than many of
the well groomed young fellows on
high stools behind the wire netting.
Perhaps he had scmething to do with
the mechanical department. She was
a little surprised to note with what
alacrity the baugbty looking cashier
left his place at the window and the
long line of waiting people. Gregory
seemzed to do all the talking, the cash-
ier simply nodding at frequent inter-
vals.

The girl’s heart throbbed hopefully.
She had always regarded that cashier
as a most unapproachable individual.
In a moment Gregory was back.

“You may hkave another fortnight in
which to meet this bill,” he announced
kindly.

*Oh, thank you!” cried the girl joy-
fully. “It was so good of you to take
the trouble. And the cashier—please
tell him how grateful I am for doing
as you asked.”

“I will,” said Gregory heartily, and
his mouth twitched suspiciously as he

)?',roved her out the door.

‘Send Fielder to me,” he said on
*aching his room.
peared on the instant.

*Yes; sir.””

“That young lady I just spoke to
you about, Miss”—

“Miss Josephine Locke, sir.”

*Yes. Well, she wished me to thank
you for being so kind as to grant her
two weeks’ extension of time.” S

Gregory shook with laughter, and
Fielder grinned apprecigtively.

_q,,Two weeks later Fielder appeared

i

1% paced the floor of hi§ sanctum. The |

The cashier ap-

sefore his chief.

“About that case you interested your-
self in awhile ago, sir. Locke was the
name. Time was up yesterday, and
‘the bill isn’t pald. I'm afraid it's the
:same old story. That soft kind, with
big eyes and whining voice, are most
;generally fakes.) £

Gregofy pohdered. ~

“I was fooled once before. Perhaps
I am again. Oh, these women!” Then
.aloud: *“Leave the papers with me,
frielder. I'm just curious enough to
order a special inquiry. If we’ve been
fooled, never again will I show any
leniency.”

It was half past 5 before he was
ready to leave the office. He looked
rather guiltily at Fielder plunging inteo
his topcoat. Gregory meant to con-
duct that investigation in person.

By the time he had reached the dingy
looking flathouse and had climbed four

flights of dark stairs Sharpe repented
of his bargain. Groping along a nar-
row hallway, he came to a card stuck

R

{ son has gone out west.

{ of dishes,

that shook a little, ‘“‘you are quite right.
Pray do not think I am criticising
you.’%

“You see,” went on the lady, “my
He had such
a splendid chance! He needed a little
mouney to get started. I let him' have
it. He was to pay it back very soon.
We've been expecting him to write for
us every day for, oh, a long, long time
—I almost forget how long! One loses
track of the days somehow when one
is waiting and one doesn’t hear. But
we heard today. He is coming home
as soon as I can send him the fare.”

A door banged. There was the rus-
tle of skirts, and the fragrant odor of
steaming tea reached Gregory’s nos
trils.

Then Josephine appeared with a tray
which she placed by her
mother. Her face was flushed from
standing over a fire.

“There, mother,” she said, with a
strange mixture of tears and defiance.
“I guess I've used another cubic foot
of gas, but your supper is as hot as
the gas range could make it. If you’ll
step this way, sir, I'll show you where
the meter is.”

“Yéu needn’'t mind,” said Gregory
slowly. *“I only called to see when it
would be convenient”—

He could not finish the sentence.
There was something else to do. The
girl, turning ghastly white, fell in a
huddled heap at his feet.

She came back to life while her
mother . was searching for the brandy
flask. She looked into his face anx-
iously.

“It's nothing—nothing—except that 1
am—hungry. But she mustn’'t know!”
She sank back, and the violent eyes
were again hidden from Gregory's
view.

* * * . * ® »

“Gregory,” she murmured as he bent
over to fasten her gloves, for they
were on their wedding journey, “how
could you marry a girl who deliberate-
ly fibbed? I knew I couldn’t pay that
bill when the fortnight was up”’—
“My dear girl,” he murmured irrele-
vantly, “will you stand by me through
thick and thin, as you did by your moth-
er?”’ ’ A
But for reasons best known to Greg-
ory Sharpe, president of the American
Consolidated Gas company, his wife
was unable to malke reply.

Saved by His Wits.
The Duke of Wellington ohce met by
accident an officer in a state of ing—\

“Look here, sir,” said the Iron Duke.

“What would you do if you met one of
your men in the condition in which I
tind you?”
_The officer drew himself up, gave the
military salute and replied with great
gravity, “I would not condescend to
speak to the brute!” His wit saved
him his commission.

The Inquiring Mind.

Jimmy—I say, daddy, I want you to
answer a question, .

His Father—What is it?

Jimmy—Well, if the end of the world
was to come and the earth was de-
stroyed while a man was up in a bal-
- loon, where would he land when he
came down?

What frayed your linen?
Not Sunlight Soap—
(i No, indeed!
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Ask for the Octagon Iar
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AVegetable Preparation for As-
similating theTood and Regula-
ting the Stomachs and Bowels of

2 TR

Promotes Digestion,Cheerful-
ness and Rest.Contains neither
Opium,Morphine nor Mineral.
NorT NaAwrCOTIC.
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Aperfect Remedy for Constipa-
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LUCY & CO.

Have onhand a large stock
of Boys’ Clothing suitable
for all ages from four to
ten years. They have
marked these goods very
low which makes every
suit a bargain.

INIERCOLONIAL
o e a T RAUNERY.

On and after Sunday, June}15th, 1902
traing will run daily {Sundays excepted) as
follows ; ;

TRAINS WILL LEAVE ST. JOHEN

Express for Halifax and Campbellton... 7.50
Suburban train for Hampton:.13.15, 18.15 and

Wxpress for Point du Chene, Halifax,

and ‘Pietom’ < iie
RSP eS8 for SIS e X kst saadloe
Express for Quebec, and Montreal 3
Express for Halifax and Sydney-....c..,..

TRAINS WILL ARRIVE AT ST. JOHN

Express trom Halifax and Sydney.......

6 30
ExXpress from SusSeX:...oicse. sk 9.00
Express from Montreal and Quebec.... 12.55
Suburban train from Hampton...... 7.45, 15.30
L S N R SR ST 5 S .«..and 22.00
Y xpress from Halitax ard Pictou........ 17.45
Hixpress irom Ea) g o e 19.15

Express from Moncton, (Saturday only), 2.00

All tralns are run by Atlantic Standard
Time. Twenty-four o’clock is midnight.,

Moneton, June 10, 1902.

Some Little
Things...

Quite essential to the success
of a job, are overlooked by
workmen. Strict attention to

" to details, and the use of
best material makes all our
PLUMBING WORK satis-
factory. Our charges are uni-
formly low, but no part of a
Jjob is slighted.

D. J. Shea,

DENTISTRY

In all its
Branches

% W. BARBOUR, D. D. §.

Boston Dental College, 1891

Hale Method for Painless Extraction.
Crown and Bridge work]

Metal Worker
and Plumber,
Coy’s block,
Queen street.

FARM FOR SALE

200 acres of farming land, 100 acres under
cultivation and 50 acres of wood lot, three
good barns and a dwelling house on the
farm, good water, well fenced with cedar
poles, three miles from railroad station. The
owner will sell reasonably.

Apply to

JCSEPH PORTER,
Upper Magaguadavic, York
County, N. B.
July 25—dlw2mos

W. HARRY STEEVES

Docter of Dental Surgery.

_Specialist in Crown azd Bridge Work.

220 Q,ueexi street, opp. Post Office.

All kinds of Dental Work perfcrmed
promptly and efficiently with all the ad-
vanced and improved methods. Office hours
9a.m.tolF.m.; 2p.m.to 6 p.m,;7 p. m
tc 9 p. m. Telephone No. 174.

\Cook's Cot*on Root Compound

X 1s successfully nsed monthly by over

10,000 Ladies. Safe,effectual. Ladies ask
F° & your draggist for Cook’s Cotton Root Com-
pound. Take no other, as all Mixtures, pills and
imitations are dangerous. Prioce, No. 1, §1 per
box ; No. 2, 10 degrees stronger, $3 per box. No.
1 or 2, mailed on receipt of price and two 8-cent
gtamps. The Ccok Company Windsor, Ont.

E5—Nos. 1 and 2 scld and recommended by al.:
regponsible Druggists in Cansda

[No 1 and No. 2 are sold in Freder

Young lady in attendance.
Telephone at Office and Residence

icton by all}responsible druggists

What are
You Doing ?

In the way of an Exhibit for the

Great  Exhibition,

ST. JOHN, N. B,
Atg. 30th fo Sept. 6th, 1902

RUMERSUS GENEROUS GIRTS,

Also a number of additional prizes offered
exclusively for exhibits from each county in
New Bruunswick. The prize listis now ready
and can be had free on application to the
Manager, Getone and see pages 34 1o 37, 43
to 49, 84 to 87 and 93 to 95, for full particulars
of the above special inducements exclusively
offered to New Brunswick farmers. Every-
thing in connection with our Show booms
encouragingly. Entries and Exhibits in class
and variety far exceed original expectations;
nothing hangs fire, everything progresses ;
and the show opens onm Labor Day A cheap
fare from everywhere

W. W. HUBBARD,
Manager and Secretary, St,
John, N, B.
R. B. EMMERSON,

Acting President,
St John, N 8

June 6 —d3awk&w

J. S. Scott.

Tar poa

All

FLOUR and 3ALT,
All kinds
of Hard

and Soft

COAIL

Lime, Land and Calcine Piaster,
Superphosphate.

g S. Scott.

Successor to M. A, Akerley at the
old Tibbit's stund, Campbell St.

an You
Eat

Strawbery Shortcake ? This
and other pastry is pretty
hard on the digestive organs.
If you have indigestion or
dyspepsia in any of its many
forms, no matter of how long
standing, take

Staples’
Dyspepsia
Remedy

And get immediate relief and
a permanent cure. Prepared
and sold at

STAPLES’ Mify.

Opp- Long’s Hotel.

After. reod’s Phosphodine,
P The Great English Remedy.
g & Sold and recommended by all
druggista.in Canada. On]g reli-
i able medicine discovered. Siz
AP packages guaranteed to cure all
forms of Sexual Weakness, all effects of abuse
or excess, Mental Worry, Excessive use of To-
bacco, Opium or Stimnlants. Mailed on receiph
of price, one package $1, six, 5. One will Pleass,
812 Wil cure. Pamphlets free to any address.
Tke Wood Company, Windsor, Ont:

Wood’s facs hodire is soid in Freder:
jeton by 21l respoaribl2 Dy ewists: J




