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A $35.000 BLAZE.

Mr. Fickler & Co’s De-

partmental Store Gutt-
ed by Fire,

AT AN EARLY HOUR ON SUNDAY
MORNING.

Two Firemen Narrow'y Escap-
ed Suffocation.

SPLENDID WORK BY TEE FIRE DE-
PARTMENT-LOSSES AND_  IN-
SURANCE.

M. Fickler and Co’s large departmental
store on Queen street, popalarly koown
as the Klondike, was badly gutted by fire
at an early hour on Sunday morning, and
the immense stock carried by the firm,
consisting of dry goods, ready made
clothing, far goods, footwear, etc., saffer-
ed great damage. Thomas Howe, the
well knowa base ballist, discovered the
fire and sounded an alarm from Box 38
on Regent street. He wasstandiog on
the corner of Queen and Regent streets,
ghortly before two o’clock, and cbancing
to look up street,his attention was attract-
ed by a reflection of fire on the officers’
square. Upon investigation he discovered
flames in the back part of Fickler & Co’s.
lower store. After sounding the first
alarm he waited a few minutes,then souod-
ed another. Assistant Chief Rutter and
members of No. 4 Hoee Company, with
their hose reel were the firet to respond
and were quickly followed by Chief
Engineer Lipsett and the other members
of the department with their apparatue.
Mr Fickler whe boards at the Barker
house adjoining was potified and was
soon on hasd and had the shop doors
open for the firemen. The place was
found to be filled with dense emoke, and
the rear of the lower store was envelcped
in flames, which were shooting up the
stairwaye to the floors above.

The firemen soon had two lines of hoee
laid to the hydrant in front of Mrs. Me-
Learn’s reeidence, and with the aid of the
giamege coupling were enabhled to turn
three streams of water npon the flames.
One line was taken in through the front
entrance, another was carried up 2 ladder
and put through a front window on the
second floor and the third was taken
around to the rear of the building, and
algo directed agaiost the flames up staire.
A detachment of firemen, under the
direction of Chief Lipsett, directed their
efforts towards saving the booke and
papers in the office at the rear of the
second flat, and aided James McGee
in getting most of them out, but in a
damaged condition. Mr. MecGee also
secured a sum of money amounting to
about$300, which bad been left in a
drawer in the office deek.

The members of the Salvage corps made
eatrance to the upper sbop,and while
the others were battling with the flames in
rear the sacceeded in rescaing a consider-
able quantity of dry goods and furs which
were carried ont and deposited in the
middle of the street. They also epread

rubber blankets and sheets of oilcloth |

over the goods which it was not deemed
advieable to disturb. The night police-
men formed a guard over the stock taken
from the store, and very little of anythiag
was carried away by pilferers.

In the meantime the flames had been
making remarkable headway to the rear
of the store and extended right up to the
third floor. The firemen worked like
heroes, but the sitaation was g0 compli-
cated and the smoke eso denge thet for a
time they found it difficalt to make any
great amount of bheadway. They etuck
to {heir task with determination, how-
ever, and were not long in gertting the
upper hand of the flames on the lower
flat. The hook aund ladder men, nnder
Capt. Smith, rendered yeoman service
with their axes, following the flames up
to the third floor. Kvery man was
drenched to the ekin early in the battle,
but seemed to be wholly indiffereant to a
trifling matter of that kind.

The flames were communicated to the
gacond floor by means of the ceiling and
stairway, and played ead havoc in tho
footwear department, located directly
over the lower store, Of several thousand
pairs of boots and shoes on shelves and
counters in this part of the building,
gcarcely a pair escaped destraction. The
fire buraed fiercely between the floor and
ceiling and also inside the partitions, aud
the firemen on the second floor had a
more difficalt task than those below.
Though balf euffoceted by smoke they
never flinched as long #s there was any-
thing in sight to point a nozzle at,

While the firemen were at work on the
gacond floor, it became evident to them
that the flames had in some manner ex-
tended to the floor abave and Capt. Wm.
Clarke and fireman Miles Boone went up
to investigate, taking 2 line of hose with
them. No sooner had they ascended
when anotber fireman came along and
chopped a bole in the stairs, as he did
this 2 column of smoke and flame ghot up
from the opening cutting off the retreat
of the men above. Realizing their peril
they began shouting for help, which ac-
tion on their part led the other firemen
to look about for means to effect a rescue.
Clarke and Boene, on realizing that they
had been entrapped, seized the hose and
threw the end out the window and Clarke

slid down upon it to the ground.
Boone etarted to follow but was
too weak to do so and it might

have gone hard with him had not Capt.
Smith suncceeded in reaching his side a
few moments later. Boope was carried
out of the building unconscious and re-
mained in that condition for over half an

hoar. Dr. Weaver having in the mean-
time been called to his aesistance,
Boone was taken to the Barker

House and by noon had recovered suf-
fiziently to permit of his being removed
to his home.

The fremen worked splendidly under
the dircction of the chief engineer and
by five o’ lock bad the flames sabdued.
They remzined on the watch, however,
until after daylight and were once called
upoo to extingnish a slight blaze which
broke out inside of a partition.

The fire was one of the nastiest and
and most destractive which bas vigited
this city for several yeara. The
interior of the large store is badly gatted
and the gcods euffered great damage
from fire and water. The firms books
show that there was $45,000 worth of
goode in; the establishment at the time
of the fire, and only a very small
proportion was saved without
damage. There were nearly $7,000 worth
of footwear on the second floor which is a
total loss, and $10,000 worth of ready
made clothing on the ground floor
(also went up in emoke. By far
the greatest damage by fire and water
occurred in the boot and shoe and cloth-
ing department. The shelf goods in the
dry goods department wers not dis-
turbed, and the furs and carpetsin the
apper part of the bailding were removed

to a place of safety, but
damage.
The damage to the building, though

of a serions pature can readily be re-

notiwithout

paired. Two of the large plate glass win-
dows were cracked by the heat
and the walls and partitions were cut

up and the plastering water soaked, The
buildiog is owned by Alexander Calder,
and was aninsared, he having made it a
practice for some yeare to carry his own
riske.

Messra. Fickler & Co. estimate their
loss at over $30,000, against which they
have insurance amounting to $17,000, the
bulk of which is in companies repreeent-
ed hare by Frank I. Morrison.

The origin of the fire ig considerable of
a mystery. It is quite certain that it
caught in the back part of the lower store,
but how is entirely a matter of specn-
lation. Mr. Fickler was the last
person to leave the shop on Saturday
evening, and did so shortly afier eleven
o’clock. At that hour everything seemed

the furnace.

The interior of the large etore both up-
stairs and down is completely wrecked
and presente a most gruesome sight. Hun-
dreds of people vigited the locality yester-
day and gazed in wonder on the black-

all right and there was not much fire in

TENNANT, DAVIES & CLARKE

Fine Flannelette Pajamas, neat patterns and well made.
Flannelette Night Shirts, good value at 90c. each.
White Twill Cotton Night Shirts, well made and full

sizes at 95c. and $1.00 each. Real Beotech Knit Wool
Gloves, nothing equal them in wear at 45 to $1.10,
Arctic Sock, unequalled as a substitute for a hot water
bottle for the feet and grand for house and chamber wear.
Can be washed as often as needed.

TENNANT, DAVIES & CLARKE,

ened ruios. Iu the lower store there are
great stacks of ready made clothing and
uaderwear, charred aod water eoaked.
The goods rescued have been stored in
tbe county court house for the present.

The insurance adjusters for several of
the companies interested will arrive from
St. John this evening to appraise the
damage. As the uptown store is but
little damaged, it ie likely that Mr,
Fickler will arrange to contiue the busi-
ness in that part of the building until re
pairs are made.

Prompt as Usual.

Fredencton, N. B., Jan. 16th, 1802,

Albert J. Machum, Manager, Agency
Upion Mutoal Life Ioe. Co., St.
John, N, B.

Dear Sir—1 degire to thank you and
the company you represent for the very
prompt and eatisfactory settlement of
claime under policy No. 41079, on the life
of my deceased husband, James D.
Macpberson.

The fact that both the policy-receipts
and the policy cannot be found, make
such a profpt settlement doubly appre-
ciated, and I can certainly recommend
the ‘‘Old Union Matual’’ as a most satis-
factory compamy with which to do busi-
ness. Yonrs traly,

(Signed) Mary A. MACPHERSON.
3enoficiary.

F’ton, N. B. Jan. 17th, 1902,— Albert J.
Muchum, Manager Union Mutual Life
Ins. Co., St. Joho, N. B.

Dear Machom :— Re policy 41079, £J.
D. Machpherson, I beg to ackmowledge
receipt of your two favors, of the 16th*
and aesare you that Mre. Macpherson and
I very much appreciate the course of your
Company, as well as your own prompt
action in the matter of this claim.

Yours truly
(Signed) A. R. Suirp,
Solicitor.

The local sgent of this Company is W.

S..Hooper. Jan. 21—d.t-f

Children for Adoption.

Parties wighing to secure children for
doption should call on Mr. J. W.
Sparden for forms of application. It is
desirable that all applicatious be in the
bands of the gecretary of the committee
before April 1. See adv. in another
coiumn,—d&w6i.

Wedding invitations, announcements
cards, neately printed at this office.
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New Allovers, New Hamburg and Laces. 1

New Jetted Belts and Belt Ornaments. ] |
|
|
|
i
i

New Tucking and Allover Net.
New Frilling,

New Corsets and Children’s Waists.

DEVER BROS.

Regardless SH APE g
of Your TR BB WX

We can fit you. The demand for garments
constrncted by us  is steadily increasing
The high quality of the materials we offer
the stylish way the garments are cut, the
elegance of the finish and perfection of fit
are bringing us a host of customers. I am
expecting in a few days the finest range o

SPRING
SUITINES

ever brought to the city. The prices on these
goods will be extremely low anad it will pay
you to look them over before ordering your
Spring Suit,

i W g 5 1

5 g = G - 210 Queen Street.

STEAM FEATHER RENOVATING WORKS.

All kinds hair, flock and mossJmattresses made over in any style and combination.
Purniture Unholstered and Repaired. Carpet laying and stretching prompty
attended 10. Goods called for and delivered free of charg® Mail orders given prompt at-
tention. P. O, Box 316,

ARTHUR H. WOODS,

K INGESTREET, just aboveMcGinn’s Wagon Factory.
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23,000 Rolls of Wall Paper, in quantities from 2 Rolls to 100 of a pattern will be sold from 3

THIS SALE

e LR R A XY

cent
for ten days. We must have the room for new goods. This is the greatest chance ever offered to buy Wall Papers at these prices.; Call and see

The sa'e will beoin MONDAY, 3rdiFebruary and continue

s upwards.
the stock§on the above_date.

IS FOR CASH ONLY.

& CO.



