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in a small shed beside this lawn, and it

THE ADVENTURE OF THE SOLITARY CYCLIST

We have had some dramatic entrances|that a cheque for five thousand pounds

and exits upon our small stage at Baker|
street, but I cannot recollect anything|
more sudden and startling than the first |
appearange of Dr, Thorneyeroft Huxtable, |
M. A, Ph. D, ete. His card, which|
seemed too small to carry the weight of |
his academic distinetions, preceded him by |
a8 few seconds, and then he entered him-
self — so large, so pompous, and so digni-
fied that he was the very embodiment of
self-possession and solidity., And yet his
firet actiom, when the door had closed be-
hind him, was to stagzer against the ta-
ible, nvhence he glipped down upon the

floor, and there was that majestic figure|

prostrate and insensible upon our bear-
skin hearthrug,

‘We had sprung to our feet, and for a
few moments we stared in silent amaze-

ment at this ponderous piece of wreckage,

i e of mome i s foulsorn| 0"l i, srst vigor snd. ity
hurried with a cushion for his head, and |
The heavy, |

I with brandy for his lips.
white face was seamed with lines of trou-
ble, the Hanging pouches upon the closed
eyes were leaden with color,

the loose |

tmouth drooped dilorously at the corners, |

the rolling ching were unghaven. Collar
and shirt bore the grime of a long jour-
wmey, and the hair bristled unkempt from
the wellshaped head. It was a sorely
stricken man who lay before us.
“What is it, Wateon?”’ asked Holmes.
“Abeolute exhaustion — possibly mere

hunger and fatigue,” said I, with my fin-|
where the |

ger on the thready pulse,
etream of life trickled thin and small.

“Return ticket from Mackleton, in the
north of England,” said Holmes, drawing
¥ from the watch-pocket. It is not
twelve o’clock yet. He has certainly been
an early starter.,”

The puckered eyelids had begun to qui-
ver, and now a pair of vacant, grey eyes
looked up at us. An instant later the
man had scrambled on to his feet, his
face crimson with shame,

"“Forgive this weakness, Mr. Holmes, 1
have been a little overwrought. Thank
you, if I might have a glass of milk and a
biseuit, T have no doubt that I should be
better, I came personally, Mr. Holmes,
in order to insure that you would return
with me. I feared that no telegram
would eonvince you of the absolute urgen-
cy of the case.”

“When you are quite restored—"’

“I am quite well again. 1 canot ima-
gine how I came to be so weak.' I wish
you, Mr., Holmes, to come to Mackleton
with me by the next train.”

My friend shook his head.

“My colleague, Dr., Watson, could tell
you that we are very busy at present.
I am retained in this case of the Ferrers
Documents, and the Abergavenny mur-
der 48 coming up for trial. Only a very
important issue could call me from Lon-
don at present,”

“Important!” Our  visitor  threw
up his hands. “Have ] you heard
nothing of the abduction of the

only eon of the Duke of Holdernesse?”

can tell him where his son is, and another
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‘also was gone. ?
s

|

will be handed over to the person Who%

“He had been with me for two years

and came with the best references, but he
was a sient, morese man, not very popul-
ar either with masters or boys.

No trace

1 S i i an | PrE
thousand to him who can name the man [l 13 1o found of the fugitives, and now,

or men who have taken him.”

“It is a princely offer,” said Holmes.
“Watson, I think that we shall accom-
pany Dr, Huxtable back to the North of
Kngland. And now, Dr. Huxtable, when
you have consumed that milk, you will
kindly tell me what has happened, when
it happened, how it happened, and, fin-
ally, what Dr. Thorneycroft Huxtable, of
the Priory School, near Mackleton, has
to do with the matter, and why he comes
three days after an event—the state of
vour chin gives the date—to ask for my
humble services.”

Our visitor had consumed his milk and
biscuits. The light had come back to his
cyes and the color to his cheeks, as he

to explain the situation.

“] must inform you, gentlemen, that
the Priory is a preparatory school, of
which I am the founder and principal.
‘Huxtable’s Sidelights on Horace’ may
possibly recall my mname to your memo-
ries. The Priory is, without exception,
the best and most select preparatory
school in England. Lord Lever stoke, the
Earl of Blackwater, Sir Cathecart Soames
—they all have intrusted their sons to
me. But I felt that my school had reach-
ed its zenith when, three weeks ago, the
Duke of Holdernesse sent Mr. James
Wilder, his secretary, with the intimation
that young Lord Saltire, ften years old,
his only son and heir, was about to be
committed to my charge. Little did I
think that this would be the prelude to
the most crushing misfortutie of my life.

“On May lst the boy arrived, that be-
ing the beginning of the summér term.
He was a charming youth, and he soon
fell into our ways. I may tell you—1I
trust that I am not indiscreet, but half-
confidences are absurd in such a case—
that he was not entirely happy at home.
It is an open secret that the Duke’s mar-
ried life had not been a peaceful one,
and the matter had ended in a separation
by mutual consent, the Duchess taking up
her residence in the South of France.
This had occurred very shortly before,
and the boy’s sympathies are known to
have been strongly with his mother. He
moped after her
dernesse Hall, and it was for ithis
reason that the Duke desired to send him
to my establishment. In a fortmight the
boy was quite at home with us, and was
apparently absolutely happy.

“He twas last seen on the night of May
13th—that is, the night of last Monday.
His room was on the second floor, and
was approached through amother larger
room, in which two boys weré sleeping.
These boys saw and heard nothing, so
that it is certain that young Saltire did
not pass out that way. His window was
open, and there is a stout ivy plant lead-
ing to the ground. 'We could frace no

1 4
‘] cannot Imagine How 1 Came to be So Weak.”’

“What! the late Cabinet Minister?”

in the Globe last night. I thought it
might have reached your ears.”

Holmes shot out his long, thin arm and | fully,

lioortma.rks below, but it is sure that this
“Exactly. We had tried to keep it out |is the only possible exit.
of ithe papers, but there was some rumour!

“His absence was discovered at seven
o’clock on Tuesday morning. His bed had

{been slept in. ,He had dressed himseif

before going off, in his usual

picked out Volume ‘“H” in his encyclo-it‘m‘hool suit of black Eton jacket and.dark
paedia of reference. |
“ ‘Holdernesze, 6th Duke, K.G., P.C.’— |anyone had entered the room, and it is

half the alphabet!
of Carston’—dear me, what a list!
Licutenant of Hallamshire

grey trousers. There were no signs that

‘Baron Beverley, Earl quite certain that anything in the nature
‘Lord | of cries or a struggle would have been
since 1900. | heard, since Caunter, the elder boy in the

Married Edith, daughter of Sir Charles!inner room, is 4 very light sleepes.

Appledore, 1888.

Heir and only child, |

“When Lord Saltire’s disappearance was

o — =

Lord Saltire. Owng about two hundred  discovered, I at once called a roll of the
and fifty thousand acres. Minerals in | whole establishment—boys, masters, and
Lancashire and Wales. Address: Carlton | servants. 1t was then that we ascertain-
Hous2#Terrace; Holdernesse Hall, Hallam- ed that Lord Saltire had nct been alone
ghire; Carston Castle, Bangor,Wales. Lord in his flight. Heidegger, the German mas-
of the Admiralty, 1872; Chief Secretary of | ter, was missing. His room was on the
State for— Well, well, this man is cer- ! second flocr, at the further end of the
‘tainly one of the greatest subjects of |building, facing the same way as Lord Sal-
the Crown!” | tire’s. His bed had also been slept in,
 “The greatest and perhaps the wealth- but he had apparently gone away partly
iest. I am;aware, Mr. Holmes, that youidressed, since his shirt and socks were
take a very high line in professional mat- |lying on the floor. He had undoubtedly
ters, and that you are prepared to work | let himself down by the iyy, for we could
for the work’s sake. I may tell you, how- lsee the marks of his feet where he had
/ever, that his Gracq has already intimated |landed on the lawn. His bicycle was kept

|
|

departure from Hol-|'

on Thursday morning, we are as ignorant

las we were on Tuesday. Inquiry was, of
‘course, made at once at Holdernesse Hall.

It is only a few miles away, and we im-
agined that, in some sudden attack of
homesickness, he had gone back to his
father, but nothing had been heard of
him. The Duke is greatly agitated, and,
as tto me, you have seen yourselves the
state of mervous prostration to which' the
suspense and the responsibility ha,vq re-
duced me. Mr. Holmes, if ever you put
forward your full powers, I implore you
to do so mow, for never in your life could
you have a case which is more worthy of
them.”

Sherlock Holmes had listened with the

utmost intentness to the statement of the
unhappy schoolmaster. His drawn brows
and the deep furrow between therh showed
that he needed no exhortation to concen-
Itrate all his attention upon a problem
which, apart from the tremendous inter-
ests involved, must appeal so directly to
his love of the complex and the unusual.
He now drew out his note-book, and jot-
ted down g¢ne or two memoranda.

““You have been very remiss in not com-
ing to me sooner,” said he, severely. “You
start me on my investigation with a very
serious handicap. It is inconceivable, for |
example, that this ivy and this lawn |
would have yielded nothing to an expert
=bserver.”

“I am mot to blame, Mr. Holmes. His
Grace was extremely desirous to avoid aill
public scandal. He was afraid of his|
family unhappiness being dragged before
the world. He has a deep horror of any-
thing of the kind.”

(To be continued.)

RIGGS TRIES SUICIDE

e e

Man Sentenced at Fredericton for
Writing Threatening Letters
Thouget to Be of Unsound
Mind.

e

Frederiaton, N. B., June 20—(Special)—
George Riggs, who was today convicted
and sentenced to four years in the peni-
tentiary, for writing threatening letters to
Miss Bessie Clark, made a desperate at-
tempt to end his life in the county jail
this evening by swallowing a dose of horse
powder, containing morphine which he had
concealed upon his person.

Fortunately he was discovered before
the poison had the chance to work, and
taken out into the jail yard and given
exercise.

desired efiect.

The prisoner, on being returned to his
cell, made a second attempt to kill him-
self by pounding his head against the bed
post. He said that he was tired of living
and was bound to commit suicide. Upon
being searched by the jailer lances used
for bleeding horses were found concealed
in his clothing.

Before swallowing the poison he wrote |

a" totching note to the young lady he has

been annoying, in which he bade her fare-

well and stated that he was giving up his
life for her.

ANOTHER MAIL SERVICE

e

Second Subsidy May Be Given for l

Carrying Canadian Mails to
England.

Montreal, June 20—(Special)~It is reported |

in shipping circles her that a second weekly

mail service between Canada and Great Brit-
ain is being contemplated.

b
the government contract with the All

STATE LIFE
INSURANCE

Sir Richard Cartwright Says
That Government May _Have
to Consider It.

Ottawa, June 29.—(Special)—In the sen-
ale today Mr. McMullen moved the second

ALL SICK WOMEN

SHOULD READ MISS SCHWALM'S LETTER

In All Parts of Canada Lydia E. Pink.
bam's Vegetable Compound Has Ef.
fected Similar Cures.

Many wonderful cures of female ills

are continually coming to light which |

have been brought about by Lydia E,
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound, and

: l'u QL Se -

through the advice of Mrs. Pinkham,
of Lynn, Mass., which is given to sick
women absolutely free of charge.

Mrs, Pinkham has for many years

made a study of the ills of her sex; |

she has consulted with and advised |

thousands of suffering women, who
to-day owe not only their health but
eveu life to her helpful advice.

Miss Annie E. Schwalm, of 326 Spa-

| dina Ave,, Toronto, Ont., writes :

Dear Mrs. Pinkham :—

‘I have found Lydia H. Pinkham’s Vege-
tgble Compound a specific for Leucorrheea,
with which I have been troubled for years,
I also had i r and painful menstruation
which affected my general health until last
spring. I was g a wreck of my former
self. Inmy affliction I was advised to use

so. I found that in a few short. months there
was no trace of Leucorrhoea, my strength
ually returned, and in a very short time
considered myself a %erfectly well woman,
I appreciate my good health, and beg to as-
sure you that I am most grateful to you for
discovering such a wonderful remedy for suf-
foring women.”

The testimonials which we are con-
stantlypublishing from grateful women
establish beyond a doubt the power of
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com-
pound to conquer female diseases.

Women suffering from any form of
female weakness are invited to

romptly communicate with Mrs.

nkham, at Lynn, Mass, She asks

nothing in return for her advice. It is
absolutely free, and always helpful.

to look into the whole matter during re-
cess. The attention of the government

reading of the bill to amend the insurance
adt as regards the investment of funds of |
. . s - ¥V} |
life insurance companies in securities of |

had been called to recent events arising
from the accumulation of large funds by
certain companies.

your Compound, and am so glad that ¥ did |

Dr. G. J. McNally was called |
and administered medicine which- had the

trust companies: He did this to rpro\tectf He thought that Mr. Mc¢Mullen had done1
insurers, in view of the facts connected |service in calling attention to this. He
with companies on the other side of they believed it almost impossible for any pro-
;ine. Life insurance was one of the most | visions to supply the lack of care byidirec-‘
important matters and the laws pertain- | tors. There were other questions in-|
ing to it should be amended as neces-|volving private rights of ‘a com-
sary from time ‘to time. Canadian socie- | plicated and difficult chatacter. He could
ties were well guarded. | not say 4t the moment what could be
Sir Mackenzie ‘Bowell thought Mr. Mc-!done. Policy holders were a reading and
Mullen’s speech might give a wrong im- | thinking body. J
pression as to the value of the securities| He merely alluded to a matter which |
held. There was no more important mat- | possibly might have to be considered,
ter than life insurance, but Mr.McMullen’s | whether the government should not pro-
| bill would not reach its object. There were | Vide those who desire it with life insur-
no more solid companies than the Cana-|ance by the state. He would call his col-
dian trust companies. The danger was|leagues’ attention to the matter and asked
not in allowing ghareholdens invlife insur- | that the second reading be not pressed.
| ance companies to.become shareholders in |- In view of this statement the bill was
| trust companies, but in life insurance com- | withdrawn.
| panies. forming themselves into trust com-| The bill giving running rights to the I.
| panies which had been done before in the|C. R. over the C. A. R. was read a third
| States. time.

Sir Richard Cartwright said it was im-| Referring to the investment in trust com-
| possible to exaggerate the importance of | Pany funds, he drew atiention to the very
the question of life insurance. He believ- | wide range of stocks, etc., in which insur-
ed the present amount of insurance was | anice companies might invest.

{
|
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* THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

Mrs. Robert Thomson’s Report
Dealt With the Work of the
Year.

2

Charlottetown, P. E. I, June 29.—
(Special)—At the meeting of the National
Council of Women of Canada today Mrs.
Thomson, of St. John, presented her ad-
dress. She said that the council filled the
need felt everywhere of systematic organ-
ization. Much had been done towards
forming societies for the improvement of
sanitary conditions and general health of
communities, especially with respect to in-
fants and children.

Among the events of the year was an
invitation to the national council to at-
tend the convention at Washington, (D.
C.) A cable was read from Lady Aber-
deen extending affectionate greetings and
expressing sincere regret at her absence.

Tlhe corresponding secretary reported
that an earnest attempt had been made

during the year to|have the same laws
which apply to womejn working in factories
| extend to offices., Much had been done
| towards the bebterment of the poor. It
| is expected that bureau registration for
| trained nurses will soon be established.
A good deal hag been accomplished to-
wards intprovement 'of the marriage laws,

SENATOR DOMVILLE ELECTED.

The Central River Railway executive, at
{a recent meeting, #lected Senator Dom-
| ville aé president, in the room of the late
| Colonel McMillan. Hon. Senator Owens
| is vice-president, and Mr. Germain, M. P,
second vice-presidert. No work has ac-
tually been done on this road, as yet, but
the engineering staff is about to be sel-
cute(l, and it is stafed™th btk re will be
| early ccMytrtiction between Montres

| St. Andygw’s, whigh section has already
been locafed. Thelline proposes to offer
a short route betwgen Montreal and Ot-
| tawa, using partly ‘electricity and partly
| steam power.

|

|

At the tip of the tongue should be
Buster Brown, the best cigar for 5e.

some $700,000,000 or $800,000,000, three or |
tfour times the amount of the national
|§debt. Every government thad carefully
| safeguarded the instrer.

He believed that Mr. Fielding intended

|

At the present time Canada has one direct | LFFU MEB&GAL H'm
mail a week with Great Britain, this being l e
ans,
and the service given by their vessels is far | i

better than anything Canada has yet enjoyed. |
However, it i8 but weekly, while New York |

receives and sends out five British mails 1n
the same period. *

An even more prominent feature, however,
is the faot that in the interval between the

time th Allan boats leave on Friday until the |
Canadians |
sending out their |

middle of the following week,
have no opportunity of
mails, as there are no mail steamers out of
the port of New York on Mondays, and more
often than not, none on Tuesdays. The con-
gequence of this is that shipments going out
on the Dominion line steamships from Mont-
real on Saturday arrive at Liverpool before
the mails do which bear the invoices and
other correspondence relating to the cargoes.

The proposal is that the government grant
the Dominion line a subsidy for the carrying
of a second weekly mail leaving Rimouski on
Sunday ‘or a day later than that taken out
by the Allan liners.

The Dominion line steamships Oitawa and
Canada are, with the exception of the Vir-
gintan and Victorian, the fastest vessels on
the St. Lawrence route, the former being 1614
knots and the lattér sixteen knots,

It is said that the Dominion line could se-
cure the White Star steamers Teutonic and
Majestic if a mail contract were awarded
them by the ddminion government.

ROCUFEFELLER’S OFFER.

John D. Rockefeller has pledged himself
to the Euclid Avenue Baptist church of
Cleveland to give 75 cents for every dollar
that is contributed to the church in any
way. This means that he will contribute
43 per cent. of the cost of maintaining the
church.

The revenue of the church last year was
$35,000, and of this sum 817,000 was spent
in maintaining missions. Mr. Rockefeller
contributed last year $15,000 of the $35,000.

In everybody’s mouth who enjoys a
smole. A smoke unequalled at the price,
Buster Ba)wn, 5c. everywhere,

Importance of Keeping
' Your Blood Purified.

Does your head feel heavy and ache? Your
throat dry, nose stopped up and hot, no appe-
tite, little chilly feelings crcegﬂa!ong the spine,
hands hot, fegt cold, tongue

ou feel pick all over? Xvor felt this way |

ofore? You are bilions. Nip it in the bud; |

wvonders. &tart using Smith’s Pineapple and
Dutternut Pills, take two to four at bed time.
“on won't need any more; they will cure you
. & night. Don’t wait till you get down on |
yur back, then it will take longer, but, even |
en, these pills will eare in o short timo. |
oy prompily remove tho congestion of the
reulation and drive out the bilious accumula- |
s, restoring harmonious action to the di-
stive organs, stomach, liver and bowels.
st one day's use of Smith’s Pincapple and
.tternus Pills will ward off and cure any bil-
13 attack, warm up your spinal nerves, |
store tho appetite and free tho blood of an
puritics. 'They are good for
aver gripe or cause unpleasant effects. Get
bottle of your dealer today and take them
+n6 with you and uso them when you expe-
‘nee any departure whatever from a healthy
ndard.” They save you from sickness.
Smith’s Fineapple and Butternut Pills cure
‘nstipation, bilioueness, headache in ona
izht.  All dealers, 25 cents.
All gonuine signed W. F. Smith.

HIiA Pl

AHD ALL FORMS OF KIDNEY AND | |

AT ALL REALERS-25 CENTS.
A CURE AT -rag‘gsopx. PRICE

BARGAINS
TOOTH

To reduce stock we will sell
of one gross and upwards, as

'BARGAINS
BRUSHES

TOOTH BRUSHES in lots
sorted,

rred, eyes burnm, | ;

{onng or old, | &

), q | B
A POSITIVE CURE FOR RHEUMATISM] |
BLADDER ILLS. 8

16 the right thing first. Promptness will work |
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All Essentials for a Bright Home found

'.
in

FOR ONE WEEK at 20 PER CENT.
OFF REGULAR PRICES

Call and see the Display in our show room. Upwards of 100
lines, showing the best value ever offered to the Retail Trade. COME
and SEE and JUDGE for yourself. You cannot afford to miss this
chance, o '

The Canadian Drug Co., Limited

ST. JOHN, N. B.
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Artificial bleaching not re%ﬁ%ed.
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Lake of the Woods Milling Cc,

. Ltd.
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