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- Was it to be nothing «but insult 
from him? Could she not—was it not 

posgible to—pay him back somehow? 

What had she done that he should 
s.nule her out for annoyance. What- 
ver it might bg, when was she to feel 

Eorsali free from his cowardly at- 
" icks? . 

if only he were open about the mat- 

ter; but he was not. Then came re- 

membrane of the time ef Gragie's 
convalestence; how he had ever treat- 
cd her with uniform courtesy. She 
remembered, and sighed. The crown 
of sorrow is the. FOR Pe briuce of hap- 

pier, days. 
The inaudible feet of Time contin- 

ued their never-cnding progress, It 
was not a period in which Mrs. Set- 
on-Carr was.at ease; the amount of 

patience in which she. possessed her 

soul could have been easily balanced 
on a needle point 
The steamer bringing the quartette 

~ reachod England. Th¢ four passen- 
gers kept together; travelled down to 
Wivernsea in the same carriage. 

Reached it carly in Christmas week. 
Dick's reluctance to allow Masters 

to go to, his old lodgings was mani- 
fest. There were many spare rooms 

at Ivy Cottage, he said, so why not 

go there? In his opinion it was sim- 
ply idiotic to pig in at digs. But 

Masters had ideas of his own; at that 
moment they did not fit in with hie 
iriend’s. 
The Chantrelles went on with Dick 

to Ivy Cottage. It was arranged 
that Masters should turn up there in 
the evening for dinner. 

Ile had been a trifle reluctant to ac- 
cept that invitation Dick's hand, 

ut did so. Ile could have kicked 
animself, later, for doing so. As for 
Dick, the nearer they drew to the 

point where separation must come, 
the more full of admiration and real 
affection he became. He rested un- 
easily whenever his friend was out of 

his sight. 
© Masiers impatiently 
honrs- till’ the arrival of dinner-time. 

He wanted .so to see the woman he 

loved. Wanted a quict ten minutes, 
that he might pour. out his heart to 

her, He was willing to ask her for- 

giveness en his knees—had not 

knelt. to him? Had a heart-aching., a 
tongue-itching, to tell her that. she 
vas the one woman in the world for 

him. 
Things are not always 

man pre-ases; pe did 
that. 6 miict ten n 
Cume. ‘hon he 

hefors {i ; 
heae-" (he 
Uy 

at 
av 

ticked off 

she 

disposed as 
net teil her 

inutes did not 

Ivy Cottage 

as with a light 
man in Wivern- 

r. wit'n a heart of 
ost miserable of men. 

the surface, the 

not a success; yt 

id fo have flagged. 
good spirits, in too 

to trouble 

sat next 

nt ent 

Ww 

picst 

afte 

dinner 
it can- 
Almost pt Lesa 

one was in 

ccod spirits, apparently, 

abont the quiet man who 

to Dick. 

the | 

Dick was thunderstruck at his 
riend’s reticence. Thought at first 
that he must be, ridiculous as it 
so emed, suffering from shyness. Mrs, 
Scton=Carr thought she was getting 
a little of her own back! She got 
more; more than all. 
Common decency prevented her cut- 

ting Masters dead. But, as nearly 

as was consistent with common po- 
liteness, that was what happened. As 
fuel to fire was the open and violent 
flirtation of the hostess with Percy 
Chantrelle. 
Exultant as she was of her success, 

flushed as was her cheek with tri- 
umph—she knew Masters was smart= 

ing—she feared that she almost over- 
did it. Jut the pulsations of Per- 
¢v's heart were, accelerated; beat fast 
with hope; so did his sister's. 

It was impossible to avoid sceing 

Mrs. Seton-Carr’s flushed excitement. 
Masters noted too the’soft glances 

shot across the table Percy 

Chantrelle’s way; noticed them with 

a fdeling at his heart which was 

more than painful. 
The author was in 

more than his usual keenness. 
haps it -out-balanced his power 

cool observation. Anyway, he 

not beneath the surface. The sound- 

she 

possession of 

Per- 

of 

ness ol his deductions suficred by rea- | 

son thereof: 

They were happy _enoug 

ther and sister; the only 
piness there was around the table. 

Mabel was playing a part; playing 

it well; wore her mask with success. 

Fler laugh rang out merrily at cach 

Chantrelle’s jokes. But just as 

full as her face and voice were , of 
mirth, so was her heart full of ache 

and pain. 

Mrs. Seton-Carr 

the bro- 

real hap- 

of 

would have given 

worlds just then to be able to rise 

from her table; she needed so great- 
ly to go to her room for a good cry. 

But a Lucifer-like pride upheid her. 

Laugh, and the world laughs with 

you: weep, and you weep alone. She 

knew that. - 
The men did not: remain long inun- 

fon after the retirement’ of the lad- 

10s. To two-thirds of the trinity 

the cigars med flavouriess.— As a 

matter of their respective ele- 

ments lacked power of ¢wbina- 

tion. 3 
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conteur he was vsually 

ut to-right his best 
ort to lame and impotent 

Tha laueh of approval was 
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fact. 

the 

third factor, Chantrelle, was 

triumph made him so. 
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CHAPTER 

As Faithful As A 

The men left the smoking-room; 
there was no calumet of peace there. 

XXX. 

Dog. 

All ‘Percy's efforts to be entertaining |e 
ended in—prerhaps appropriately — 

smoke. They joined the ladies, 

| spicuously 

saw | 

to 

find harmony and concord; music was 
under way. 

Masters was fuli of thought; 
misery kind. Whatever charm 
may have to soothe a savage breast, 

it had none for him. He was ever a 
failure at social functions: was con- 

so to-night; detested 
them, in fact, with a whole-souled | 

detestation. 
As to Dick, the gloom, which had 

fallen on him during dinner scemed 
too thick for penetration. Merry 
Dick belied his nickname; had 
more merriment in him than has a 

deep 

music 

mute at a funeral. 

In the drawing-room Masters was 
as miscrable as he had been in 
dining: and smoking-rooms. 
over photographs; sought in vain for 
something to make him look less of 

the 

| dear old chap—~ 

no 

Turned | 

cottage to—— 
a fool then he felt.” At last came to 
thé ¢nd of his endurance tether; un- 

der: a plea of some work he had to | 

post to a' publis@er by tne carly 

morning's mail, excused himsell. ° 
old chap,” 

and getting 
walk home 

“It’s a glorious night, 
Dick; speaking hoarsely, 

into his greatcoat. “I'll 
with you. We will smoke a cigar 

together.” 
Masters said  good-night; shook 

hands. Noticed the burning heat of 
Mrs. Seton-Carr’s, as for a moment 

her hand rested in his—but did not 

accord the true reason for it. She 

was even laughing with Chantrelle 

at the very moment she said good- 
night; was natural actress; wWo- 

man. 
“How 

a a 

Mr. Masters is.” The 
cat purring; Amy speaking, as the 

door closed. "But I suppose, social- 
ly, authors are as dull as ditch wa- 

ter. Keep all their clever thoughts 

for their books. It is selfish of 

them in the extreme.” 

Amy laughed gaily; 
that strain. Laughter is the allot- 
ment of those who win; the Chan- 
trelles felt justified in the belief that 

they were in'no way losing. 
Mrs. Scton<Carr proiessed 

in the opinion of Masters’ 

quict 

continued in 

accord 

the sca voyage had not improved 

him. Society was not the thing he 
shone in; in ‘fact, she had found him 
rather depressing’; was glad he leit 
so carly. Lies! Lies—each and ev- 

ery one of the opinions she express- 

ed. 

The two men who hiad left the bunga- 

low walked albng the Parade for a 

time without © speaking. Each ‘was 
full of emotion. Dick's found vent 
first; he biurted out— 

“Um—I'm awfully sorry, old man!’ 
was a faint tinge of nervous- There 
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5 ness in. ‘Masters’ responding laugh; '] ({] | despotism, which kept the people in 
he was not a man to assimilate pity | SMITH 8S BOON TO the deepest ignorance—a country 

even from his best friends;’ 

Throwing away the cigar, 
gone out, he lighted his pipe; 
match betrayed a shaking hand. 

very well, 

“Thanks. Cioudless night; 

looks like being a fine day to-mor- 

row, doesn't it?" 
The efiort to change the subject 

proved futile; Dick spoke impulsive- 
lyv— 

“Hang the weather! Sg You 
don’t think I knew anything of this | 

“No! Neo!” § 
“—Or you know I should have—-"" 
“Yes, ves. § Enow.,"’ 
“Mab has always professed to posi- 

[tively loathe Percy; tolerated him 
because she liked his sister. He is a 
bit of a bounder, you know." 
“Your sister does not scem to 

share in that opinion of yours.” 
He could not quite keep the bitter 

ness out of the way in which he said 

that 

**No!’’ 
The brother admitted it; spoke just 

as bitterly. When they reached 

lodgings Masters said— 
“Come round, will you?’ 
“You—you 

“Qh, no! No!’’ 
“No. 1 didn’t expect you would. I 

had counted on things being so aii- 
ferent! Counted on a merry Christ- 

mas.” 
said, thought 

the unpleasant 
Dick laughed as he 

of, a merry Christmas; 
ironic laugh of a disappointed man. 

Just then he was as full of disap- 
pointment as he could well hold. 

“YX had gone in for a certain amount 

of raccountancy too.” 
Masters made the response with a 

little catch in his voice, which the as- 
sumcd laugh could not disguise. He 
had stopped and was standing with 

his hand on Dick's shoulder. 

“Do you remember that last time 
I held you like this, dear 

was so full of joy then, 
it, to what I was doing, that you 

accused me of squeezing you to hurt- 
ing point.”” Ar sigh punctuated his 

speech. wl don’t feel like 

you now. 
‘Squeeze the life out of Yme, if it 

will be any relief to your feelings’ 
Dick spoke grufliy. ‘It’s your life, 
1 shouldn't be living at all it 
were not for you.” 
He was a good 

with a heart in him; a heart 
right place. It ‘grieved him to see 
cven the suspicion of a tear in the 
eye of the friend he loveg so well. 

His own brown eves, looked into 

the author's with silent, dog-like fid- 
elity. and sympathy. Masters was 
not insensible to it. It was an elo- 

quent silence; expressed far more to 
him than words could have done. 

“I made a mistake, Dick; that's 
all. I suppose all of us do; the 
world seems so full of them. And 

let this be the last of it, dear old 

man, will you. Don’t recur to it ever 
again, please. The sore is fresh, and 

—and—I don’t mind owning to you, 

it hurts. Please don’t let us talk 

about it—ever again—please.”’ 
Dick grasped the hand extended to 

him; held it in § long, tight grip. 
Put his other hand on his compan- 

icn’'s shoulder, and was about to 

Then felt that speech would 

if 
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other religions. | 

{ In the opinion of Dr. Brown there | 
was a peril for the world no mat- 

ter which of the two nations won in 
the present struggle, but for the | 
cause of Christianity, and civiliza-| 

tion, it was of the utmost impor- | 
tance that Japan came out of the 

‘ 
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be a failure; simply said gruffly— 
“T’'ll sec you in the morning, old! gtruggle victorious. i 

man; I'll walk round. Good-night.” ; + | 
Not another word passed between | | 

them: a tight hand-grip and they E C. R. DEFICIT IS ! 
parted. Masters to his rooms, Dick 

homeward bound--a journey he made 

with the blood coursing through his 
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into the drawing-room at the bunga- | sible. 

low, professed weariness, said a hur- 265 

ried good-night and retired to his| Ottawa, March 2.—Hof. H. R. Em- 
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+ terday in pariiament on the Intercol- | 

onial. The showi { » year end- | 
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creases in repairs. ARR 
Mr. Emmerson said that the Inter- 

colonial could not at - present raise 

rates as a private gailway could to 
meet increased expenditure. He quot- 
ed returns for eight years previous 

to 1896, with those for the eight 
years since, showing that the aver- 
age deficits had been $50,000 per an- 
num less during the latter period than 

the former. 
The wages of the staff and operat- 
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Arthur J. Brown, one 
secretaries of the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Presbyterian Church, 

preached in the Awerican Presbyter- 

ian Church, last evening, on the 
‘Moral significance of the Russia-Ja- 
pan war,’ taking the ground that 
the present war was a moral war— 
a conflict of ideals, quite as much 
as it was a conflict of political and 
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