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THE ADVENTURE OF THE PRIORY

(Continued.)

‘“But there has been some official inves-
tigation ?”’

“Yes, sir, and it has proved most dis-
appointing. An apparent clue was at
once obtained, since a boy and a young
man were reported to have been seen
leaving a neighboring station by an early

frain. - Only last night we had news that | to all ordinary emotions.

y McClure, Phiilips & Co.;

SCHOOL

only corre:pondent, so far as I know, was
his cwn’ father.”

/“Who wrote to him on the very day of
his disappearance. Were the relations be-
tween father and son very friendly?”

“His (race is never friendly with any-
one. He is ccmpletely immersed in large
public questions, and is rather inaccessibls
But he was al-

the couple had been hunted down in Li\';i ways kind to the boy in his cavn way.”

erpool, and they prove to have no con-|

nection whatever with the matter in hand.
Then it wag that in my despair and die-
appointment, after a sleepless might, I
came straight to you by the early train.”

“I supose the local investigation was
pelaxed. while this false clue was being
followed up?”’

“It was entirely dropped.”

« “So that three days have been wasted.
The affair has been moet deplorably han-
dled.” .

“T feel it, and admit it.”

“And yet the problem should be capable
of ultimate sclution. T shall be very hap-
py to leok into it. Have you been able
to trace any connection between the miss-
ing boy and this German master?”’

“None ~t all.”

“Was he in the master’s class?’

**No, he never exchanged a word with
him, so far as I know.”

‘““That is certainly very singular, Had
the boy a bicycle?”

“No'll

“)'\Vas any other bicycle missing?”

“Np

“Is that certain?”’

“Quite.”

“Well, now, you do not mean to seri-
ouely suggest that this German rode of

¢

‘apon a bicycle in the dead of night, beaTs 'V

‘ing the boy in his atms?”’ R
“Certainly not.” ;
““Then what is the theory in yourmind#™
“The bicycle may have been a blind. It

may have been hidden somewhere, and the

pair gone off on foot.”

“Quite s0, but it seems rather an absurd
blind, does it not? Were there other bi-
eycles in this shed?”

“‘Several.”

“Would he not have hidden a couple,
had he desired to give the idea that they
bad gone off upon them?”

“I suppeee he would.”

“Qf course he would, The blind theory
won’t do.  But the incident is an admir-
able starting-point ®or an investigation.
After all, a bicycle is not amd easy thing
to coneeal or destroy. - One other gques-
tion. Did anyone call to see the boy
on the day before he disappeared?”’

“No.”

“Did he get any letters?”

“Yes, one letter.”

“From whom?”’

“From his father.”

“Do you open the boys’ letters?”’

*Na,”?

“How do you know it was from his fa-
ther?”

“The coat of arms was on the envelope,
and it was addressed in the Duke's pe-

. ouliar stiff hand. Besides, the Duke re-

members having written.”

“When had he a letter before that?”

.“Not for several days.”
“Had be ever one. from France?”
“No, never.”

“You see the point of my guesticns, of |
course. Either the boy was carried off |

by force or he went of his cwn free-will,
In the laticr case, you would expect that
gome prompting from outside would be
meeded tc make so young a Jad do such a
thing. If he has had no visitors, that

promoiing must have come in  letters; |
hepce | v to.find out who were his cor-
b o 3 ..’

o ST 1lr:.mnot help you much. His

-
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“But the sympathies of ihe. .. cer were
with the mother?”

Yo"

“Did he say so?”

ENG

“The Duke, then?”

“Giocd Heavens, no!”

“Then how could you kn

“T have had some confidentia! talls with
James Wilder, his Grace's .secretary. 1t
was he who gave me the information about
Lord Saltire’s feelings.”

“] see. By the way, that last letter of
the Duke’s—was it found in the boy’s

v

rocm after he was gone?

Mr. Holmes, it is time thatswe were leav-
ing for Baston.”

“I will order a four-wheeler. In a quar-
ter of an hour we shall be at your service.
1f you are telegraphing home, Mr, Hux-
table, it would be well to allow the people
in your neighborhood to imagine that the
inquiry is still going on in Liverpool, or
wherever else that red herring led your
pack. In the meantime I will do a little
quiet work at your own doors, and per-
haps the scent is not so cold but that two
old hounds like Watson and myself may
3.3 O sniff of it.”

*%at evening found us in the cold, brac-
“{Ji taY here of the Peak country, in
) » Dr. Huxtabie's famous school ie
gssated. It was already cark when we
reached it. A card was lying on the hal
| table, and the butler whispered something

| to his master, who turned to us with ag:-

!tﬂ-ticn in every heavy feature.

i “The Duke is here,” said he. “The
| Duke and Mr. Wilder are in the study.
Come, gentlemen, and I will introduce
you.”

1 was, of course, familiar with the pic-
tures of the famous statesman, but the
man himself was very different from bhis
representation. He was. a tall and state-
ly person, scrupulously dressed, with a
drawn, thin face, and a nose which was
grotesquely ¢urved and long. His com-
plexion was of a dead pallor, which was
‘more startling by contrast with a long,
dwindling beard of vivid red, which flowed
down over his white waistcoat, with his
watch-chain gleaming through its fringe.
Such was the stately presence who looked
stonily at us from the centre of Dr. Hux-
table’s hearthrug. Beside him stood a very
young man, whom I understood to be
Wilder, the bprivate secretary. He was
small, nervcus, alert, Dith intelligent,
light-blue eyes and mi “e features. It
was he who at once, in an incisive and
positive tone, opened the conversation.

“T ealled this morning, Dr. Huxtable,
too late to prevent you from starting for
London. I learned that your
ject was to invite Mr. Sherlock
Holmes to undertake the conduct
j,opwuuda g'sh  rph¥a:Un  sUi.tilth7nird
of this case. His Grace is surprised, Dr.

{ Huxtable, that you should have taken |’

such a step without consulting him.”
“When I learned that the police

| failed—"

“His Grace is by no means convinced

hrt 4he pelice have failed.”

. Mr. Wilder—"

I« %y atn well aware, ‘Dr. Huxtable,

had

‘hat 4k ien
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’The Dle and His Secretar};;

“No, he had taken it with him. I think, |

ob- |

i OB

that his Grace is particularly anxious to
avoid all public scandal. He prefers to
take as few people as possible into his
cenfidence.”

“The ‘matter can be easily remedied,”
said the brow-beaten dector; “Mr. Sher-
lock Holmes can return to Lenden by the
morning train,”

“Hardly that, doctor, hardly that,” said
Holmes, in his  blandest vcice. “This
northern air is invigorating and pleasant,
so I propese to spend a few days upon
your moors, and to cecupy my mind as
best I may.
of your roof or of the village inn is, of
| course, for you to decide.”

I could see that the unfortunate doctor
wea in the last stage of indecision, from
which he was rescued by the deep, sonor-
cus veice of the red-bearded Duke, which
boomed out like a dinner-gong.
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Whether I have the shelter
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| hesitation. g

| “I do not think so,” he said, at last,

| “The-cther mest obvicus explanation is
that the child has been, kidnapped for
the purpes: of levying rétsom, You have
not had any demand of that sort?”

“Ne, #ir.”’

“One more question, your Grace. I
understand you wrete t& your son upon
the day when this incideat cceurred.”

“Ne, I wrote upon the day before.”

“Fxactly. But he recsived it on that
| day "

n("e‘:.!'

“Was there anything in your letter
which might have unbalanced him or in-
duecad him to take such a step?”’

“No, sir, certainly not.””

“Did ‘you post that letter yourself?”

The nobleman’s reply ,was interrupted
i'by his secretary, who broke in with some
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Holmes’ Map of the Neighborhood of the School. '
“1 agree with Mr. Wilder, Dr. Hux-| heat.
table, that you would have done wisely| “His Grace is mot in ithe habit of post-
to consult me, But since Mr. Holmes has | ing letters himeelf,” said he. This letter

| already been taken into your confidence,

{it would indeed be absurd that we should |

| not avail ourselves of his services. Far

| from going to the inn, Mr. Holmes, I
| should be pleased if you would come and
‘;stay with me at Holdernesse Hall.”

| “I thank your Grace. For the pur-
| pcses of my investigation, I think that
jit would be wiser for me to remain at
{ the scene of the mystery.”

“Just as you like, Mr, Holmes. Any in-
| formation which Mr. Wilder or I can give
| you is, of course, at your disposal.”

i “It will probably be necessary for me
lto see you at the Hall,” said Holmes.
| “I would only ask you now, sir, whether
i_vou bhave formed any explanation in
| your mind as to the mysterious disap-

| pearance of your son?”

i “No, sir, L have not.,”

| “Excuse me if T allude to that which
i is painful to you, but I have no alierna-

tive. Do vou think that the Duchess had |

anything to do with the matter?”’
The great Minister shewed perceptible

)

1
|

was laid with cothers wupon the study
table, and I myself put them in the post-
bag.?

“You are sure this one was among
them?”’

“Yes, I observed it.”

“How many letters did your Grace write
that day?’

‘“Twenty or. thirty.
respondence,
what irrelevant

“Not entirely,” said Holmes.

“¥or my own part,” the Duke continu-
ed, “I have advised the police to turn
their attention to the south of France.l

I have a large cor-

92

most wrong-headed opinione,
possible that he may have fled to her,
aided. and abetted by this German. I
think, Dr. Huxtable, that we will now
return to the Hall”

I could soe that there were other ques-
tions which Holmes would have wished to
\put, but the nolbleman’s abrupt manner

showed that ¢he interview was at an end.
(It was evident that to his intensely aristo-
“cratic mature this discussion of his inti-
qmate family affairs with a stranger was
| most abhorrent, and that he feared lest
!every fresh question would throw a fierc-
| er light into the discreetly shadowed corn-
| ers of his ducal history,
| When the ncbleman and his secretary
! had left, my friend flung himself at once
with characteristic eagerness into the in-
vestigation.

The boy’s chamber was carefully ex-
amined, and yielded nothing save the abso-
lute convietion that it was only through
the window that he could have escaped.
The German master’'s room and effects
gave no further clue, In his case a trail-
er of ivy had given way under his weight,
and we saw by the light ¢f a lantern the
mark on the lawn where his heels had
come down. That one dint in the sport,
green grass was the only material witness
left of this inexplicable noctural flight,

Sherlock Holmes left the houvss alone,
and only returned after eleven. He had
cbtained a large ordnance map of the
neighborhoed, and this he hrought into
my room, where he Jaid it out on the bed,

But surely this is some- |

have already said that I do not believe
that the Duchess would encourage so mon- |
etrous an action, but the lad had the|
and it is|

o

ALL SICK WOMEN

»

SHOULD READ MISS SCHWALM'S LETTER

In All Parts of Canada Lydla E. Pink.
ham's Vegetable Compound Has Ef.
fected Similar Cures,

Many wonderful cures of female ills
are continually coming to light which
have been brought about by Lydia E.
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound, and

through the advice 6f Mrs. Pinkham,
of Lynn, Mass., which is given to sick
women absolutely free of charge.

Mrs. Pinkham has for many years
made a study of the ills of her sex;
she has consulted with and advised
thousands of sufféring women, who
to-day owe not only their health but
even life to her Lelpful advice.

Miss Annie E. Schwalm, of 826 Spa-
dina Ave., Toronto, Ont., writes:
Dear Mrs. Pinkham :—

m;;xl hé.:e fmd L,w. l;inkho,m's Vege-
e Compotfid a ¢ for Leucorrh
with which I have been troubled for yonmr:.'
I also had ar and painful menstruation
:rp!;iich aﬂx - m genmm nn;.ﬂ last

3 only a my former
aalfn‘In my umct{on I was a.dvisoyd to use
your (%om.uggound,,and am so glad that I did
so. If that in a few short. months there
was no trace of Leucorrhoea, my strength

ually returned, and in a very short time
considered myself a perfectly well woman,
I appreciate my good health, and beg to as-
sure you that I am most grateful to you for
discovering such a wonderful remedy Por suf-
fering women.”

The testimonials which we are con-
stantlypublishing from grateful women
:stablish beyond a doubt the power ot
.ydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com-
.~und to eonquer female diseases.

Women suffering from any form of
smale weakness are invited to[
romptly communicate with Mrs.

‘inkham, at Lynn, Mass. She asks |
,othing in return for her advice. Itis l
absolutely free, and always helpful. |

and, having balanced the lamp in the mid-
dle of it, he began to smoke over it, and
| occasionally to point out objects of in-
terest with the reeking amber of his pipe.
| “This case grows upon me, Wateson,”
| said he. “There are decidedly some points
| of interest in connection with it. In
this early stage I want you to realize
these geographiecal features which may
ave a good deal to do with our investi-
satecn,

(To be continued).

A good mame is more to be desired than
| gold, and it is hard to preserve the one as
}to get the other.

You cannot say of the egotist that there
is no speculation in his I's.

Many hands make light work at a candy
pull.

When a mian scees double it is evidence
that his glasses are too strong for his,

Cause and effect—straight whisky, hori~

zontal man.

The man who loses on a horse race is con=
gcious of a lack of horse cents.

éuﬂered Intense Pain
Around The Heart For

lowing ideas

/

’

Department

St. John, N. B.

e T
ENVELOPES \

procured from the leading American
and Canadian manufacturers, enabling us
/" to supply any size or quality. Letter Heads,
Note Heads and Bill Heads, ruled to any style and
pattern, from all colors and from all grades of stock.

Business and Professional Cards

on smooth or rough vellum finish, tastefully
arranged. Circulars & Pamphlet work
a specialty.
the very latest ideas in
print paper for the

\._above,
inding\\

Day Books, Ledgers, Cash Books and Journals
to order in any style of ruling or binding.
this department everything made to or§cr for
Business Office or Retailers.

GChHe Telegraph

II

Our facilities

for Job
Printing
are second to none
in the Lower Prov-
inces, and in catering

to your wants we guaran-
tee up-to-date and prompt
work. We place .before you the fol-

We keep in stock

-

and art- Wil cater to
istic covers all classes
of trade for

I

special work
to

In
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Four Years,

Was-Very Dizzy.

e

Four dees of

Milburn’s Heart and
Nerve Pills

Effected a Complete Cure.

‘ They are a specific for all troubles
|arising from weak condition of the
{heart or from the nervous system.
iFor troubles such as Palpitation of
‘the Heart, Sleeplessness, Nervous-
ness, Faint or Dizzy Spells, Short-
ness of Breath, Starting in the Sleep;
Cold, Clammy Hands or Feet, Brain
Fag, etc., we would strongly advise
the early use of Milburn's Ileart and
Nerve Pills, as this rernedy, taken in
time, has been the means of saving
many a life, and restoring strength
to those who were weak, nervous,
health-shattered invalids.

Mrs. E. Kilmer, Humberstone, Ont.,
writes:— “Allow me to tell you of the
great results I have derived from Mil-
burn’s Heart and Nerve Pills. For
four years I suffered intense pain
around the heart, and was very diz-
zy. After using four boxes of Mil-
burn's Heart and Nerve Pills, I was
completely cured.”

Milburn’s Heart and Nerve Pills,
50 cents per box, or 3 for $1.25,

All dealers, or mailed direct on re-
ceipt of price.

The T. MILBURN Co., Limited,

Toronto, Ont.

Health and Comfort
and the very highest class

of workmanship and mate-
rial make the D. & A.
corsets the favorites with
ail discerning women.

We never sacrifice health
and comfort to style—we
combine them. Our long
hip, straight front models
are ideal corsets—which ac-
counts for their enormous
sale.

Long hip, $1.00 to $3.50

D. & A. No. 232, price
$1.50 ¢ :

‘DOMINION CORSET

MFG. COMPANY
QUEBEC ,TORONTO  MONTREAL

MONTREAL. !

Ives’ Brass Beds
Are Perfectly
Polished and
Lacguered.

If you have an Ives Brass Bed
you will have no lacquer troubles
—Yoturbed will always show the
highly finished, brilliant h
it has "vvheu it leaves IVEs'
factory. *

Ives' Brass Beds are strong,
durable, beautifully finished and
handsomely designed.

Ask your dealer to show you
an Ives Brass Bed.

THE H. R. IVES CO., LIMITED, M

OUR

AD. HERE

Weould be read by thousands

every evening

- Don't you find that lately the tea you have been using for so long a
time is not quite as good as it was when you started to use

it? That is usually the way with any article.

When

‘o 'do- 0.

VIM TEA quality

drops, stop buying VIM TEA.
BULK AND LEAD PACEKETS.

+

Won the confidence of Tea drinkers by KEEPING THE QUALITY
UP TO ITS HIGH STANDARD, and will continue ~
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