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DISASTROUS FIRE ON KIN 
WRECK TO 

M SPECTACLE 
DAY IS 

Big Business Blocks But Sorry Skeleton 

---Completely Gutted From Top to 

Bottom--Water Pressure Was Poor, 

But Firemen Worked Like Beavers! 

in the Storm. 

Ft eight hours and a half this morn-| animated icicles more than anything else. 

ing St. John firemen battled with a con- 

flagration on King street, whereby a loss 

of about $150,000 was incurred. 

As a result of the blaze the building, 

which Brock & Paterson carried 

wholesale millinery business, 

completely gutted and their stock is prac- 

tically a total loss. 

The bpilding occupied by the 

othing Company was entirely 

wd their stock destroyed. 

The jewelry store of J. 

on Canterbury street, 

sample rooms of Frank Fales, 

on a 

American 

gutted, 

W. McDuffee 

was almost | 

and the office and 
2 | 

manuiac- | 

turers’ agent, were completely wiped out. | 

Edward Sears suffered some loss 

through damage by smoke and water to| 

goods in the store rented by him, situ- 

ated between the American Clothing Co. 

and Brock & Paterson.” 

Others who suffered less were:- 

& Co, 

Brock & Paterson’s 

terbury street side; Sidney Melaney, 

or; Hodges Bros., barbers, and Chas, 

Lingley, printer. . 

The alarm which called t 

the scene was rung in about two o'clock 

by Gordon McIntyre, who, he 

passing along Germain street, heard a 

crash of falling glass, and on investiga- 

ting, found flames bursting from the Mec- 

Duffee premises on Canterbury street. He 

immediately rang in the alarm from box 

6 on Market Square, and the firemen 

Subsequently two other 

-Vass 

building on the Can- 

tail- 

M. 

the firemen to 

was as 

quickly arrived. 

alarms were sent in from box 6, and one 

from box 143 in the North End to bring 

the North End firemen to the scene. 

FIREMEN LOOKED LIKE 

HUGE ANIMATED ICICLES | 

Cold and Hungry St. John’s Fire 

Fighters Had Hard Fight Before 

Victory Came. 

Many of the firemen and salvage corps 

men were working at the scene until af- 

ter eleven o'clock this morning, when in 

most cases they were relieved and allow- 

ed to go home to breakfast. If ever men 
earned their money the firemen did 
night, for the wind was piercing and the 

temperature below freezing. The major- 

ity of the men this morning 

who had some carpets stored in| 

{ 

last | which 

| were 

resembled | pairs 
| 

Encased in a coating of ice from head to | 
heels, i: was with difficulty toward the 
close of their duties that they were able 

About 10.30 ck this morn- 
however, the last of blaze had | 
stamped out, weary and | 
fire-fighters commenced "think 
breakfast and a warm They | 
not through their labors, however, | 

the hose which lay stretched in all 
directions had to be taken up ‘and con-| 
veyed to the several stations to be thawed 
out and washed, ready for the next 
It waf no sinecure, this getting the hose 
gathered in. It was in nearly every 
frozen to the ground and thickly 
with ice, so that it was with a great sigh 
of relief that this ope on was at last 
accomplished and the frozen mass loaded | 

to atl oe 

ing, 
been 
tired 

about 

were 

sign 

and the 
to 

fire. 

for 

call. 

case 

coated 

on sleds to be conveyed to the fre sta-| 
tions. The firemen threw themselves on-| 
to the mass with which, in their ice-coy 
ered condition, they blended perfectly. A 

| couple of streams of were left at the 
scene of the conflagration in case of an 
emergency, and Salvage Corps men were 
placed on guard in the different buildings. 

WRECKED BUILDINGS 
PRESENT GRIM SCENE! 

Covered With Ice They Are But | 

Twisted Remnants of fine busi- 

ness Structures. 

hose 

The wrecked buildings presented a curi- | 

ous and uninviting appearance this morn- | 

ing. i 

Covered from top 

mass of Ice and, with 
gone, they are simply 

they were yesterday—fine business blocks. 

Through the windows and the | 
burned structures a mass of wreckage was | 

to be seen, huge timbers burned and | 

twisted, charred walls all covered with 

and a mass of Jong, black icicles hang- | 
from the blackened woodwork 

a debris of litter 

floors, 
The immense 

had been poured into 
during the progress of the fire was 

was dropping from 
deluge. The 

to keep the 

coming 
zone, 

with a| 
and roof 

f what 

to bottom 

windows 

a ehadow o 

of doors 

ruined stock 

quantities of water 

the seething 

ing its level and 
to floor in perfect 
ings were roped off 
crowd, which kept ever 

ing, away from > danger 
ed and twisted cornices hanging from ‘the | 

1 
ures threatened 

b 

curious 

and 

a 

20- 

as g 

tops of the struct 

at any moment. 
The telephone and electric lighting wires 

passed in front of the building 

covered with a mass of ice, and men 
morning in making re- | 

wires havi net 

| 
| 

rere 

engaged all 

caused by the 

GOVERNMENT WANTS 
THE RESIGNATIONS 

OF THE WHOLE 
Wholesale Dismissals Will Follow 

Canal Lift Lock Scandals ---- Engi-| 

STAFF 
| at about 

the 

neers Passed Work That Was Not| 

Up to Specification---Their Heads 
The Penalty. 

Feb. 153. —(Special) — 

Montreal, 

OTTAWA, 

Engineer Holgate, 

pointed some time ago 

Ont, 

by the 

of railways to make, k a report upon 
lift locks at Kirkfield and Peterboro, 
the Trent Valley Canal There were 
certain - deficiencies in construction, and 
the department was desirous of locating 
the responsibility well as ascertaining 
what was required to put the work in 

repair. Mr. Holgate deals in detail with 
both contracts and the work en- 
gineering staff in connection therewith. 
Ag a result of the investigation, R. 

Rogers, superintending engineer; A. 
Davy, resident engineer, and his 

ants, Augustus Sawyers and Inspector 
E. Bethune, and Engineer Spence, 
be given an opportunity 
The subject came up for consideration 

in the cabinet, when it decided to 
send a copy of the evidence and the re- 

port of Mr. Holgate to the parties con- 
cerned with the intimation that their re- 
gignations would be in' order. Mr. Ro- 
gers is superintendent of all the work, 
while Messrs. Davy, Sawyers and Bethune 
were connected with the K ield lift 
Jock and Mr. Spence with the Peterboro 
one. 
Mr. Holgate, in his report, says 

conercete walle of the lift lock appreaches 

on 

as 

of the 

B 

R. 
ass iet- 

D: 
will 

resign. to 

was 

minister 

| 

ap- 
=e 

{ 

the | 

| altered. 

| 
| 
i | 

that the |.« 

05 rT PR 3 » | at Kirkfield were not built in accordance 
with epecifications. Plans and ifica- | 

the 

£pec 

tions of work were not followed, | 
i 

not followed 

ng Engineer Rogers 

all 

altered, but 

Superintendi 
work frequently, but 

was evidence of bad 

1 
Plang were 

visited the 

that there 
lor 

workman- | 

The leaks 

pare 

to 

for 

were the 
rock 

to 

concrete 

There 
concrete | 

owing failure 
pr bottom the 
wall so as to make it water tight. 
was failure manipulate the 
properly and the omission of ‘the mor- 
tar face specified. The manner in| 
which the work was attended to was se-| 
verely condemned. The contractors, it 
appears, obeyed the orders the engin- 
eers and inspectors, but certainly 
did not out the spirit of the 
fications, 

_ In reference to the Peterboro lift lock, 
it#is said that the contract was gone 
into before full information was to be had 
upon the subject of lift locks. The work 
was not located by the 
al plan, and the change in the location 
affected the whole situation. There 

lack of forethought and care, 
conditions under which the 
carried on were not such, 

commercial and business & tandpoi nt 
private enterprise 

da 

¢ to 

as 

of 

they 
carry &pe 

| 

as shown origin- 
e 

was a 

the 

were 

and | | 
works 

from a 
as a 

would recognize, | 

\ 

{ phone 

ed « 

[ the 

severe 

the 
Progress 
and 

put 
commission in consequence of the 

onne 

of 
‘tions, 

VALUABLE BOOKS SAVED | 
BY THE SALVAGE CORPS | 

Edward Seri Had Paintings and | 

Books Stored in King Street | 

Store. 

Edward S 

urniture in| 

», said he did 

would be. It 

insurance, Y ¢ 
the We 

box 

thoug 
worked hard. M 

valuable paintings, and 
the store be Paterson 

Ameri 
know 

partially 
paintings 

rer Tih 

tween 

Clot 
not } 

cover ed 

and 

but 

rniture 

valuable 

most or 

about 3.000 
4 } It not be got 

Salvag 

ten out in time, 

men 

the value o 

It is tho 
be damaged any 

Vere Covers 

coulc 

the 

Se; 

e (Corps 

these 
that 

estimates 

2.500. 

ATS 
& 

will not to 

however, as they 
men, 

—— 

Salvage Corps 

BROCK & PATERSON’S 

LOSS ALMOST TOTAI 

They Had Very Heavy Stock---| ; 

Fire Could Not Come at Worse | 

Time. 

Brock & Pa 

would be 1 

EF. W. 
he tl 1 oug 

covered urance. 

practically ever yil =z, some of 

I Ccoverc 

hought 

though 

they 

be practi 

are 

Was | 

books | 

in too mu 

come | J 
| 

worse time stoc 
1 

erned. They had hand one of on 

1 ever 

affect t 

our orders 

possible. 

to reng, 

present 

be found 
1arter 

Brock 
Prin 
rrince 

the 

W 

vacated 1 

and 

will 

yaper Ss 

A FURNACE OF FLAME 

Against Great Odds--A Spien 

did, but Awful Picture. 

scene 
lia re Iy to cope 

were shooting 

names, and 
1 

blem con- 

however, 
1 

fronted 

got to w 

they contested ev- 

und, they eventually 
tv ter five o'clock 

ontrol, It was 

eleven 

in contr 

16s the men driven 

flames 
from 

id be 

louds of 

tructures, 

ind nerce 

sued burning s 

neir | 

{ American Clothing House 
AND ROLLING SMOKE! 

| The Firemen Battled for Hours | 

ough it wa a long, 

| hard stru hg hich 

o'clock | 

lly turned off and | 

smoke 

stand on 

nozzle 

roze 

The 

to tl 

1 one and 

the 

lching 
brave 

T — 

| CLOTHING HOUSE CAUGHT his morn- | 

FROM ELEVATOR SHAFT 

Has 

Heavy Loss, About One Third 

Covered by Insurance. 

Ameri 

1ld 
nog 

Asked 
] ginated, 

the 
1 loss 

proprieto 
House, said 

His insur anc 

Wot 

d 
118 

Very e woul 

more han 1 

ad or 

learn it had 

W. 
premises 

oe 

basemen 

tore, 
+1 
the flames thro 

He 
irom 

shalt. elevat 

tl me 

3, 

i rning plans for 
ere. 

——— 

MAY HAVE®STARTED 

FROM THE FURNACE 
| Brock & Paterson’s Hot Water | 

Furnace was Lighted Yesterday 
for First Time Since December. | 

Mr. ire, 

not speak 

fact 

ter furnace in the 

| basement under his store, which 18 used 
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G STREET 
EXPECT DAMAGE 

REACH $175,000 
Brock & Paterson’s Stock Was Practi- 

cally Wiped Out----American Cloth- 

ing House Had Heavy Loss---Royal 

Bank Suffered---Aggre; ee Insur- 

ance About $110, 00s 

| by Brock 
| 
premises fo 

| nace 

| last 

back 

on 

1. W. 

yest e J or 1 
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ed 

or 

seems 

& Paterson to heat 
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tl first 

iron 

1e 

A sheet 
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smoke, ran 
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be t this 
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1at 

causing 

| SMALLER TENANTS’ 
LOSS WAS HEAVY 

McDuffie, Sidney Melaney | 

and Hodges Bros. Had Not|? 

Enough Insurance to Cover 

Damage. 

The 
Melaney 

b Bros., 

badly 

Lingley 
J. W. 

vily, 
| Until 
said he 

would 

cover 

HE SAYS WATER 

his 
ne 

rably 

establishment 

prem 

Lhe 

were poured 
slaney had 

loss will be quite 

in Hodges Br« 
Qaly 
ilvage 

were CH 

ERT ng edtablishment of 

damag 

Duffee, 

ore 

was 
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would not know just what his 1 uthorit 

tc would could 

suran i 

amount 
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ms WAS NOT SHORT 

Director Murdoch Bisdes that | 

There Was Any Shortage at 

Last Night’s Fire. 
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THE 

Aggregate Insurance Will Total 

in the Vicinity of $110,000 

The 
The 

The 

The 

Posl- | 

$61,: 

On 

000. 

as 

500, 

000 

liar 

the 

550. 

but 

SIX 

INSURANCE 
AND THE LOSSES, 

| 

| 
| 
| 

nsurance on 

ympanies 

51,700 

$6,00( 

Hudtford 1 )., | m me nt 

Aetna for § ; 

(Guardia 

Quebec 

Queen 

Monti 
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1 
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amount 
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ROYAL BANK. 
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'nion for $4,000 
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Underwriters for $5,000. 
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