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WRECK TODAY IS
M SPECTACLE

Big Business Blocks But Sorry Skeleton
---Completely Gutted From Top to

Bottom--Water

But Firemen Worked Like Beaversj

in the Storm.

morn- |

F; hours and a half this
in§St. John firemen battled with a con
flagration on King street, whereby a loss|
of about $150,000

As a result of the blaze the building, in
which Brock & Paterson

wholesale millinery business,
completely gutted and their stock is prac-

it eight

was incurred.

carried on a

was almost|
tically a total loss.
The bpilding occupied by the American

Llothing Company was entirely gutted,
gxld their etock destroyed. :

The jewelry store of J. W. M 'Duﬁuo?
on Canterbury street, and the office and |
gample rooms of Frank Fales, manufac
turers’ agent, were completely wiped out. |

Edward
through damage by smoke and
goods in the store rented by him, situ-|
ated between the American Clothing Co. |
and Brock & Paterson.”

Others who suffered loss were:-
& Co., who had some carpets stored in
Brock & Paterson’s building on the Can-|
terbury street side; Sidney Melaney, tail- |
or; Hodges Bros., barbers, and Chas. M.

Sears suffered some loss

water to

Vassie |

|
|

Lingley, printer.

The alarm which called the firemen to |
the scene was rung in about two o’clock
by Gordon McIntyre,
passing along Germain
crash of falling glass, and on investig:
ting, found flames bursting from the Me-
Duffee premises on Canterbury street. He |
from box |

who, he was

as

street, heard

|

|

|
2]
a- |
|

]

|

immediately rang in the alarm
6 on Market Square, and  the
quickly arrived. Subsequently two other
nlarmg were sent in from box 6, and one |
from box 143 in the North End to bring |

the North End firemen to the scene.

FIREMEN LOC

firemen

LOOKED LIKE
HUGE ANIMATED ICICLES |

| a debris of

Cold and Hungry St. John’s Fire|
Fighters Had Hard Fight Before i’
Victory Came.

ings were roped off to keep the curious
| I

Many of the firemen and salvage corps|
|
at at-|

this morning,

men were working the scene until

ter eleven o’clock when in

most cases they were relieved and allow- |
ed to go home to breakfast.
earned their money the firemen did last
night, for the wind was piercing and the|
temperature below freezing. The mzliur-i
ity of the men this morning

If ever men |
« |

resembled |

| scene

| Throagh
| burned structures a mass of wreckage
| to

Pressure Was Poor,

{

animated icicles more than anything else
Encased in a co from head to |
toward the

]

they we a

«ting of ice
difficulty
their duties that

About 10.30 o’clock
however, -the last
out,
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veyed to the several stations to be thawed
out and washed, ready for the next
was no sinecure, this getting the hose

hered in. It was in

call.

nearly case

every
frozen to the ground and thickly
with ice, that it :
of relief that {
accomplished and the
on sleds to be

(",'llx‘Y“‘
80 was with a

H8 operation ‘was

frozen mass loaded |
onveved re
The firemen threw themselves on

to the mass with which, in

to the
tions.
ice-cov
lended perfectly.
couple of streams of he were left at
the conflagration of

their
ered condition, they 1
ISE
of in case an
emergency, and Salvage Corps men were
placed on guard in the different buildings.
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WRECKED BUILDINGS
PRESENT GRIM SCENE|

Covered With Ice They Are But |
Twisted Remnants of fine busi- |
ness Structures.

|
I
l
The wrecked buildings presented a -:uu—;
ous and uninviting appearance this morn-
ing,

Covered from top
mass of Ice and, with
gone, they are simply a ehadow of

to bottom with a
windows and roof
what

loe
locks.

they were yesterday—fine business b

the windows and doors of the

was
and

wit]

huge timbers burned

walls all

be seen,

twisted, charred covered
ice, and a mass of long, black icicles

the kened

ng 1rom woodwork

ruined stock

The immense water 1at
had been poured into the seething mase |
during the progress of the was
level and was dropping from floor

perfect deluge. The 1

|
‘]U”lh_ ’
quantities of |

And
fhire find-
g 1its
to floor In a build-
sever
* | the

as gnarl- |

kept com and gt

the danger
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ing, away zone,
ed and twisted cornices hanging from the| ,¢
structu | ] ed ¢

rrom

tops of the res threatened

at any moment,

The telephone and elect
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and men
making re- |
been |

which passed in front of
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by

mass of 1ce,

were
engaged in

caused

were

PaIrs the wires having

GOVERNMENT WANTS
THE RESIGNATIONS
OF THE WHOLE STAFF:

Wholesale Dismissals Will Follow the |
'BROCK & PATERSON'S

Canal Lift Lock

neers Passed Work That Was Nog
Up to Specification---Their Heads

The Penalty.

Feb. 13.

Montreal,

-(Special) —

OTTAWA,
Engineer Holgate, of

Ont.,

minister/

was

ap-

pointed some time ago by the

of railways to make, a report upon the
lift locks at Kirkfield and Peterboro,
the Trent Valley Canal There were |
certain - deficiencies in construction, and |
the department was desirous locating
the responsibility as well as
what was required to put the work 1t
repair. Mr. Holgate deals in detail with
both contracts and the f the en-|
gineering staff in connection therewith.

As a result of the investigation, R. B.
dogers, superintending engineer; A. R.
Davy, resident engineer, and assigt-
ants, Augustus Sawyers and Insj or D
E. Bethune, and Engineer §j will |
be given an opportunity resign.

The subject came up for consideration
in the cabinet, decided to
send a copy of the evidence
port of Mr. Holgate to the parties
cerned with the intimation heir re-
signations would be in' order. Mr.
gers is superintendent of all work,
while Messrs. Davy, Sawyers and_Bethune
were connected with the Kirkfield lift
Jock and Mr. Spence with the Peterboro |
one. {

Mr. Holgate, in his report, says that the|
conerete walle of the |
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| Edward Sears Had Paintings and
Books Stored in King Street

e

rl

coverel
and most
ve 1

no

the dal

estima

es

yout $2,500

will not be damage

1
how

1
Sals

Scandals ---- Engi-

Ti

e
cover

at Kirkfield were not built in accord b
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A FURNACE OF FLAME

AND ROLLING SMOKE|

| The Firemen Battled for Hours

Against Great Odds--A Spien
did, but Awful Picture.

W

{They Had Very Heavy Stock---|1
Fire Could Not Come at Worse

flames a
St. John laddies

WL - —

|CLOTHING HOUSE CAUGHT

FROM ELEVATOR SHAFT

American Clothing House Has
Heavy Loss, About One Third
Covered by Insurance.

lsaacs, propriet
; House, said

A S

MAY HAVE®STARTED

FROM THE FURNACE

Brock & Paterson’s Hot Water |
Furnace was Lighted Yesterday
for First Time Since December-. |

Daremst

there was evidence of bad workman-
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MAGE
$175,000

Brock & Paterson’s Stock Was Practi-
cally Wiped Out----American Cloth-

ing House Had

Heavy Loss---Royal

Bank Suffered---Aggrp;D\\\{fé Insur-
ance About $110,00
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was sl

yester

off

back of the McDuffee store an
1on ems to be that this 7
overi i
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LOSS WAS HEAVY

[J. W. McDuffie, Sidney Melaney |

and Hodges Bros. Had Not
Enough to Cover
Damage.

Insurance
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HE SAYS WATER
WAS NOT SHORT

Director Murdoch Denies that|
There Was Any Shortage at
Last Night’s Fire.

W
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THE INSURANCE
AND THE LOSSES

Aggregate Insurance Wiill Total|
in the Vicinity of $110,000
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