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THE WEAK-KNEED COUNCIL 

The gentlemen who framed the propos- 

ed new assessment law, which was defeat- 

ed in the city council yesterday, believe 

that they had prepared a measure which 

would more equitably distribute the bur- 

den of taxation. 

of the present system are not denied by 

anybody. Year after year the law has 

been assailed in the board of trade, in the 

city council and in the press. A com- 

mission was appointed to frame a new 

law. The members of the commission 

were men of recognized ability and husi- 

ness experience. They went exhaustively 

into the whole question, and sought to 

discover a method of righting some of the 

notorious wrongs of the old system 

without too radical a departure from the 

old method. When their work was com- 

pleted they cheerfully explained to enquir- 

ing aldermen and business men the rea- 

sons for any proposition which seemed 

open to criticism. On the whole they 

produced a bill greatly superior to the 

existing law, and one that with some 

minor amendments was approved by the 

council of the board of trade, and would 

have been approved by a majority of the 

full board. There was every prospect 

that the bill would go to the legislature, 

and that by the time it emerged it would 

be a pretty good law, certainly far super- 

jor to the present one. 

But yesterday the obstructionists of the 

council, the men who were afraid to face 

responsibility for new measures, and 

those who permit themselves to be per- 

suaded by street corner cliques, joined to 

one or two who perhaps conscientiously 

oppose the bill, united their votes and the 

measure was thrown out. 

14 is the usual result, so far as this 

council is concerned. Whether it be an 

important measure, a departmental inves
- 

tigation, or anything that calls for firm 

and aggressive action. there are usually 

enough weak-kneed or ill-advised members 

to prevent a satisfactory outcome. 

Now what will the board of trade do 

about it? 
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A TIMELY WORD 
The Montreal Shareholder of last week 

sounded a note of wise warning to those 

who presume upon apparently healthful 

in 

pe 

and prosperous conditions to indulge 

speculation at the risk of their legitimate 

business interests. At the outset the 

Shareholder makes these concessions: 

“The Canadian people have every cause 

for thankfulness at the continued pros- 

perity which prevails throughout the Ili- 

mits of the dominion. From all direc- 

tions come reports of activity in business, 

and the The 

bank statements are full of encourage- 

ment, and those of individual institutions 

reflect 

forward march of that prosperity which 

There is no boom which, 

accumulation of success. 

in no unmistakeable manner the 

now prevails. 

may only last for a short time, and, like 

the bubble disappear on the slightest pin- 

prick.” 

This is the bright side. But that there 

is another side, and that there are possi- 

bilities far from satisfactory to the im- 

prudent speculator is clearly and admir 

ably set forth in the following: 

“At the same time, it may not be out 

of place to utter a warning voice against 

the growth of extravagance. which, if per- 

sisted in, cannot fail to produce an unset- 

tled condition to avoid which every one 

should join hands. There is a get-rich- 

quick disposition prevailing that should 

be checked before it has been allowed to 

attain proportions with which it will be 

hard to grapple should they be unchack- 

ed, The speculative disposition leads 

many a man to take ventures, which he 

js not justified in undertaking, and it is 

against these that we would warn the 

unwary as well as the too daring. Small 

beginnings have large endings, and those 

endings are attended with downfall and 

disgrace. The young man, the middle- 

aged man and the more advanced in years, 

are impelled with a desire to make mon- 

ey, and yet their incomes are of so limited 

a nature that a slight venture only is 

made. This is followed by another, 

both of which are attended with unsatis- 

factory results, and another and a further 

plunge is made in the hope of recovering 

what has been lost. This is the danger 

which has to be guarded against, and 

those who have not the means to lose 

mor the strength to resist ‘should avoid 

the struggle which would not have been 

entered upon had the cost been consider- 

ed at the outset. Mistakes which 

may occur have a discouraging influence 

and often blight bright prospects. The 

danger of improper speculation is great, 

and there is no telling when it will stop. 

When the mining craze swept over this 

country a few years ago, thousands were 

affected and seriously injured by it. That 

craze, notwithstanding the severe lesson 

it taught, may again prevail, and bring 

misery and loss to many homes. By 

avoiding it At the very outset a battle 

will be won and undue speculation will be 

avoided. The success and prosperity 

which now abound should not be allowed 

to induce a relaxation of those business 

principles, strict adherence to which is 

more likely to be attended with beneficial 

results than will that insane speculation 

which leads men to stray from the strict 

path of business principles.” 
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MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP 
In the mass of contradictory state- 

ments concerning the success or otherwise | 

oo +4 

of municipal ownership in Glasgow comes | Fredericton, was registered at the Dufferin 

®he gross inequalities 

who, writing to the British Weekly, eridal 

of that city’s municial enterprises:— | 

“Glasgow has done exceedingly well in| 

all it has taken over, with the single ex- 

ception of the telephones, but that was 

because of the heavy opposition of the] 

National Telephone Company, who spent | 

a large amount of their profits in trying] 

to smash Glasgow. The common good of 

Glasgow is mounting up rapidly; and just 

think of this, the death rate has been re- 

duced from about thirty per thousand of 

twenty years ago to fourteen per thous- 

and now! Our city improvement is a 

standing monument of good work, and our 

water and gas and tramways show large 

surpluses to the good.” 
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QUEBEC BUDGET 
The Montreal Herald thus sums up the 

very satisfactory features of the provin- 

cial budget of Quebec:— 

Commercial travellers’ tax abolished. 

Railway taxation to be changed. 

Thanks to increased federal subsidy no 
more timber limits to be sold. | 
Net surplus, $160,349.33. 

Receipts for last year came to $456,244.01 
more than was estimated. { 
Last year’s increase in ordinary expen | 

diture only $74,534.97 over previous year. | 
Excess of liabilities of province over as-| 

sets, decreased in last year by $275,245.12. | 

| 

; 

| 
| 
| 
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A New York firm of brokers, angered | 

by the attitude of President Roosevelt to-| 

ward the grasping corporations, and its | 
possible effect upon Wall street specula- | 

tion, makes this somewhat hysterical com-! 

ment: “In the wake of our daring presi- 
dential reformer, perhaps the central fig-| 
ure of the world today, there has sprung 

up a noisy retinue of state legislators, ea- 

ger to reap in their little way the politi-| 
cal-popularity-rewards which have besn| 

showered upon their leader. These imita- 

tors have unlimbered the legal cannon 

and are firing right and left at railroads 
and corporations, while the smaller fry of 
municipal authorities are following and 

shouting in the rear and beating tomtoms 

to scare the local corporations, and. so in- 

cidentally to attain the affections of the 

voting populace.” 

The splendid response made by citizens 

to the appeal for funds for the Cham-| 

plain monument will no doubt influence 

the city council and provincial government 

very favorably toward the proposition 

that they should give substantial aid. 

So much having been pledged, it is in- 

conceivable that there should now be any 

suggestion of failure to secure the monn- 

ment. The citizens are to be congratu-’ 

lated on the promptness with which sub- 

scriptions have come in, but there is stl] 

a considerable sum to be raised. © The 

generosity of Senator Gillmor in sending 

a handsome contribution is greatly appee- 

ciated. 

ve *-& 

Co. has won a victory in the council of 

that city. It has secured a vote for a 

2l-years extension of contract for gas and 

electric light, on its own terms. These, 

it is true, provide that the present price 

of gas, $1.20, shall be reduced to 90 cents 

by May, 1910. As the contract must be 

approved by a bylaw, there is still a 

chance for the to fight the 

scheme. 

citizens 

L 
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in this city directs special attention to 

the great work done by the Salvation 

Army in its rescue and reformation work, 

its immigration policy, and its work for 

education. 

tent factor in social development in Cau- 

ada. 

a SO 

Lady Victoria Grenfell; has died, Sir Wil- 

frid Laurier and Mr. Borden eloquently 

have ple. Their Excellencies 

a as = 3 

In any matters affecting the respective 

interests of the ports of St. John and 

Halifax, the 

doubtless be expected to be a unit 

press of this city woul 

in 

support of its interests. The press of 

Halifax may be safely counted on to look, 

after the interests of that city. 

6-6-0005 2 alm 4 

Rogers yesterday, by the city council, for 

their bravery in risking their lives to 

save the life of a comrade was a just rve- 

cognition of a heroic deed. 

o-oo *+0*-o 

Mr. John A. Chesley is well qualified 

a valuable business training and also hay- 

ing been much in public life. 

<0 

organized in the board of trade rooms to- 

morrow afternoon at 4.30 o'clock. All 

interested should endeavor to attend. 

The 12th Battery, Canadian Field Artil- 
lery, of Newcastle, will furnish the artil- 
lery forca for the guard of honor at the] 
opening of the legislature on February | 

14th. | 
| 

A. R. Wetmore, government engineer, 

ng that of Robt. Paterson, of Glasgow, | yesterday. 

™ Stores close at 6 p. m. St. John, Feb. 5, 1907, 

TROUSER SALE 
Attracting Many Buyers. 

From the great number of people buying Men’s Pants at this sale, we are fully 

convinced that this is the time of year when men want extra pants. They are 

Come in and see. 

$2.50 WA $ 
2.75 oe Sale price, O 
3.00 IT] P 1. 8 

Other sale prices of Men’s Pants, $1 up. 

buying them here away below their real value. 

TAILORING AND CLOTHING, 
Opera House Block. J. N. HARVEY, 

Annual Sale. 
Te EERE, 

It is the regular thing with us each February to 
go through our stock and pick out the sizes and kinds 
which are left over. The rapidity with which these 
are sold from our Bargain tables proves tous that the 

prices are most pleasing to our customers. 

Perhaps you have never visited our sale. DO 

SO! We have bargains for men, women and boys 

and girls of all ages. 

Sale Now On. 
No Sale Goods Char;ed or Sent on Approval. 

i § 
94 RING 
STREET 

00T 
ITTERS | 

It is often a great convenience to 

know just how cold the weather is. 

One of our reliable Thermometors 

accurately tells the state of the weather 

in either summer or winter. 

Prices range from 25c. to $1.50 

EMERSON @ FISHER, Limited, 
25 Germain Street, 

THE GREATEST BARGAINS, FOR A SHORT TIME 
A number of Exhibition Carriages and Toboggan- Pungs 

for sale at reduced prices. 

A. G. EDGECOMBE, 
Tel. No. 547. 

The Montreal Light, Heat and Power| = 

| 

de | 

The presence of Commissioner Coombs 

The Army has become a. p>) §& 

In moving the adjournment of the honse' [# 

yesterday as a tribute of sympathy for AS 

Lord and Lady Grey, whose daughter, i 

voiced the feeling of the Canadian peo-| 

won the] ¢ 

warm regard of the Canadian people. | 

The presentation to Messrs. Kelly and 5 

to be a trade commissioner, having hal § 

The Canadian Club of St. John is to be! 

In Our Tailoring Department. 

We will make to your order any of our Fancy Tweed ‘and Worsted Suit- 

ings at the following 

~- Reduced Prices: . 
$4.50 Trousers to Order .. +4 os ..$3.75 

£5.00 Order .o .. ..$4.00. 

$5.50 Order «.$4.50. 

$6.00 Trousers to Order .. ..$5.00 

$6.50 Order .. 

$7.00 Order csi 5h: «+» 86:00 

$17.50 

$18.50 

$20.00 

$21.50 

$22.50 

$23.50 

20 Per Gent. Off Winter Overcoa's Made-fo-Order. 
Terms Cash During Sale. 

Suits to Order .. .. .. ..$12.50 

Suits to Order. is ..%.. + $13.50 

«$15.00 

.. $16.50 

Suits to Order .. oo .. ::$17.50 

os oo .$18.50] 

Trousers to 

Suits to. Order 0.00 Trousers to = 

Buits' to Order ...\. « 

Trousers to 

Suits to Order .. Trousers to 

Cor. Main and Bridge 
Sts., North End. 

& 

OUR AD. HERE 

£ + cra, ren > -- rm > ra ate em 

Five Cars Just Arrived. 

Get your supply from cars, and save handling and cost. 

CITY FUEL CO, 
94 Smythe Street. 

Coal Offi Wood Office 468. 

(Ki 

ce 

New Hamburg Trimmings and Laces. 
New Necliwear and Fancy Belts. 
Madapolam, the Soft Finished Lawn, llc. yard 

A. B. WETMORE, 59 Garden Street. 
TELEPHONE 1782 GC. 

OLD WEATHER! 

115-129 City Road 

B| Leading Protestants have not been sat- 

: | several of the ablest counsel in Canada, 

{| out in their contention that the appro- 

| ter to the notice of the government, and 
Bq | it may be one of the questions that will 
B | come up for solution at the meeting of 

I raise a’ storm, and that it will be the sig- 
| nal for a fierce religious warfare. 

dy | Catholics have gone to enormous 
fl | iture in building and equipping 

89 | be effected either. 
, this payment of school funds as_jllegal, and, § 

8 being illegal, should stop. Catholics hold i § 
7 | an entirely different view. The nearest to] 

a “I naturally inclined toward peace are be- 

AROLDS DEPARTMENT STORE 

AFTER FIFTEEN YEARS 
The hills are not so high as once they were, 
And the old woods that seemed so dark and 

vast | 
In those remembered child days of the past, | 

Are only a few trees that now confer 
In whispers of the curious wayfarer | 
Who stands and gazes so. The young trees 

cast | 
di glances at me; they were sprouts when | 

ast 
I questioned them, and they were tenderer. 

~
 

The grey old empty house is like a dream 
Sy haunts the memory in the clear noon- 

ay, 
The silent room of birth is tenanted 

By disembodied yearnings, and they seem 
Vaguely to know that I have found the 

way 
To something unimagined by the dead. 

——Hlsa Barker, in the January Craftsman. 

IN LIGHTER VEIN 
INQUISITIVE. 

"Most every man, 
Or fool or saint, 

Has touched the sign 
That’s labelled “Paint!” 

—New York Sun. 
- ® ® » 

HORRIFIED HER. 
Stranger—“Are all these 

yours?” 
Peasant—“Thank the Lord, no! 

twelve of them.” 
* #0» 

HUSBANDS’ PET NAMES. 
“Why do some husbands call their wives 

‘Duckie 7” 
“Because they develop large bills.” 

* 0» * 

children 

Only 

FOR GOVERNMENT WORK. 
Student—*“Why do you not read your 

newspapers?’ 
Government Clerk—“Oh, I keep them 

for the office, otherwise I should have no- | 
thing to do.” 

* ® @ 

NOT IN HIS POSSESSION. 
Beggar—“Oh, Signore, I have lost a] 

leg.” . ! 
Crusty Old Gentleman—‘Well, I haven't 

found it.” 

0% EG 

PROBABLY GOT FULL OFTENER. 
They were speaking of a hard drinker, 

and saying that when he was drunk he | 
was at his cleverest. 
“Yes,” said a man present. 

moon, the fuller he is ‘the 
shines.” 

MORE SCHOOL 
~ DISSENSIONS 

'A Threatened Cleavage in 

Nova Scotia Because of Dis- 

satisfaction With Present 

System. 

“Like 
more 

the 
he 

. 
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Morris Chairs 
—AND—— 

Fancy RocKers. 
‘We have a beautiful display of Morri s Chairs and Fancy Rockers in 1907 styles. 

PRETTY 
$16.00. 

MORRIS CHAIRS, quartered cut oak, 
handsome cushions, etc., from $8.75 up- 
wards, 

WILLOW ROCKERS, FANCY ODD 
CHAIRS, HALL CHAIRS, HALL 
TREES, PARLOR AND MUSIC CABI- 
ag ete, in a ‘large variety to select 
rom, 

PARLOR TABLES, LADIES’ 
TARILES, BOOKCASES, etc. 

ROCKERS, from $2.75 up to 

SECRE- 

OFFICE FURNITURE. 
We carry a large stock of Office Furnis 

ture. 

ROLLER TOP DESKS up to $85.00. 

FLAT TOP DESKS, TYPEWRITERS" 

DESKS, OFFICE CHAIRS, STOOLS, 

ete. 

SECTIONAL BOOKCASES, WARD 

ROBES, LINOLEUMS, etc. 

Amland Bros. Ltd. 
FURNITURE AND CARPET DEALERS, 

19 Waterloo Street. 

Two Cars of Ontario 
White Oats Landing 

Today. 

N. S. SPRINGER, 
125-129 MILL STREET, 

Wholesale Groceries and Grain, 
Telephone 1058 

‘Woou's Phospaodine, 
The Great English Remedy. 
Tones and invigorates the whole 
nervous system, makes new 

; Blood in old Veins. Cures Nerv- 
ous Debility, Mental and Brain Worry, Des 
pondency, Sexual Weakness, missions, Sper 
matorrhea, and Effects of Abuse or Excesses. 
Price $1 per box, wig 5 One will please, six 
FL cure. Sold b 3 A rgwisty or males Ie) 
plain pkg. on receipt of price. New pam, 
madled, ree. The Wood Medicine Con” 
orme’ rd enm Te o~mito, ON 

Children Thrive on Hieatt’s 
Hygienic Milk Bread. 

e the large amount of milk in it 
nourishing - and -d gestible 

TRY A LOAF 
It tastes better and keeps fresh longer 

than any other, 
HYGIENIC BAKERY, 134 to 138 Mill St. 

"Phone 1167. 

Becas 
makes 

[Sydney correspondence of Montreal 

Herald.] 
{ 

SYDNEY, Feb. 1—The province of Nova 

Scotia , before very many months will be 

the storm-centre of a fierce controversy 

over the question of schools. Politicians 
are endeavoring to blind their eyes to the 
situation; but it is in vain, the rumblings 
are already heard in the distance. 
The Free School Act made no provision 

for the support of denominational schools, 
and the present Public Instruction Act is 
equally silent. Several years ago the 
Catholics, desirous of having control over 
their own children in matters educational 
as well as spiritual, began the erection of 
convents in all the large industrial cen- 
tres. There are a great many of these 
now scattered throughout the province. 
Then they made application and were al- 
lowed by the department of education to 
share in the county funds. All the teachers 
employed are sisters, and receive their pro- 

| Tin grant as other teachers and Pro- 
| testants have protested but their protest- 
ations have been overruled.” The superin- 
tendent of education to whom the matter 
had been referred, gave it as his opinion 
that the convent schools were legally en- 
titled to a share of the county funds. 

It may be necessary to state that in the 
convents, Protestants are admitted, and 

given the same care and attention as Cath- 
olic children. The latter are given reli- 
gious instruction, but outside the regular 
school hours. 

i isfied with this arrangement and not long 
ago they submitted a “stated case” to 

land the opinion received has borne them 

| priation of the school funds of the prov- 
ince to convent schools, or in fact, denom- 
national schools of any kind, is illegal. 
They are now preparing to bring the mat- 

the local 
month. 

The remedy sought is an absolute ces- 
| sation of the giving of any funds out of 
the treasury of the province to the sup- 
port of denominational schools, immater-| 
ial of what religious body. 
gone conclusion that the application will 

legislature at Halifax next 

The! 
expend- | 
schools, | 
if they 
present | 

and they are not to be blamed 
fight for the retention of their 

of | privileges to the very last ditch. 
It is not likely that a compromise can! 

The Protestants claim ' 

a compromise that can oho, now is a 
submission of a stated case to the supreme 

| court. This, it may be added will be the 
' question ‘at issue in the mayoralty elec- 
tion for the city of Sydney in March next. | § 
Delegations representing Protestant or- 
ganizations have secured pledges from can- 
didates to support them when the psycho- 
ological moment comes. The school ques- 
tion enters also into civie contests in sev- 
eral of the towns throughout the prov- 
ince. It has become so vital that people 

coming alarmed at the possible outcome. 
The result is problematic; it may end in 

a compromise satisfactory to both parties 
or it may end in separate schools. This 
latter would be decidedly objectionable, 
apart altogether from the religious aspect.’ 
1t is scarcely possible that it will end in 
the Catholic church giving over the in- 
struction_ of her young to teachers hold- 
ing views on religion different to her own 
tenets. In®some sections Catholics are al- 
ready supporting schools of their own. 
This is a big burden upon her people, but 
it is borne. apparently, quite cheerfully. 

Valentines 
COMIC VALENTINES, 3 for 1c. 1c. 2e., 

3c., 4c¢., 5c. to 15c, each. 
$6.5" 20, FANCY VALENTINES, 

5c., 10c. to 25c. each. 
VALENTINE POST CARDS, 4 for bec. 
WALL PAPERS—We have secured another 

big bargain in Wall Papers. This will be 
ready in a few days. 

3¢,; 4c; 

83-8 Charlotte 
Tel. 176 

SUIS. 

AY 

PUMPS, 
Standagd Duplex Pumps, Outsids Packed 
Plunger Pumps. Automatic Feed Pumps ana 
Receivers, Independent Jet Cond s and 
Air Pumps, Sido Suction, Belt Driven Cen- 
trifugal Pumps. Steam 213 Oil Separators 

E. S. STEPHENSON 2 CO., 
17-19 Nelson street. St. John, N. B 

A Clearance on 

Hockey 

Shoes 

$ 4 . 0 Mule Hide 
lightning hitch Hockey Shoe 

Former price $2.50. All sizes, 1 to 5 

Buys our 

$2.5 men's Mule 
Hide lightning hitch Hockey 

Shoe. 
Former price $3. 

Buys our 

$2 is) Ladies’ Box 
Calf, laced to toe, Hockey 

Shoe. 
Former price $3. 

All sizes, 534 to 10 

All sizes 214 to 6 

Open evenings until 8 o'clock. 

FRANCIS & VAUGHAN, 
190 King Street, 

FERGUSON & PAGE 

~~ ==; JEWELERS ETC. m2 «SF 

41 KING STREET 

A 

REMEMBER THE PLACE. 
We have a full line of all kinds of vegetables in season — CRISP CELERY 

FRESH LETTUCE AND PARSLEY from our greenhouses every day. 

GIVE US YOUR ORDER. 

J. E. QUINN, City Market, Telephone 636. 

Office 

Fixtures 

For Sale 
Second hand doors 

| 

It is a fore-| @§ 

and | 

sashes in oak, pine and white ; 

wood. All in good condition, 

and will be sold at a bargain. 

pply to 

4 Millidge Street 

Chas. Heans | 

Gash vs. Credit 
The pick of the mar- 

kets are at our hand. 

We believe we can suit 

all. 

Meats and Poultry. 

Vegetables. 

Bd 

i JOHN HOPKINS. 
yr pT E— 

60,000 Rolls of 

Wall Paper. 
Pretty Patterns ! New Designs ! Prices Lower Than Ever! 

Cheap CrocKery, Graniteware, Tinware. 

January Prices on all goods such as Fram- 

ers, Sleds, Wagons, 

Shovels, Etc. 

the bargains 

Carts, Doll Sleighs, 

Drop in and share in some of 

AT 

WATSON @. CO.’S 
Corner Charlotte and Union Streets 


