
¢ Thoughevery nation has its spggial holi- 

one holiday that nearly the entire world 

elebrates. Much as this day of rejoicing 

means to the grown-up, it is, above all 

Ise, a children’s day. When the glad 

Jhristrnas chimes ring out millions of lit- 
le folks the world over rejoice and are 

appy. 
t Though Germany is supposed to be the 
thome of the tree and Santa Claus, it is 
n the North countries Sunderkloas first 

leppears. In Norway, Sweden, and Den- 
mark the little folk celebrate its coming 
for 15 days. The thought of his coming 

creates a feeling of good fellowship, re- 
sulting in much visiting back and forth, 
dancing and laughter. The children keep 
the postman busy mailing thir letters, for 
thousands of children send letters to Sun- 
derkloas, telling him just what they want. 

hough their lists are often long, they are 
careful to explain that if he cannot bring 
them everything they would like certain 

{things very much, and their parents will 
Hook after the rest. On Christmas Eve 
the household are gathered in the best 
yparlor, waiting his coming impatiently. In 
the smallest village the church chimes are 

heard ringing merrily. Inside the family 

dorms a circle an@ sing Christmas carols. 

"Anxious to make a great noise the young- 

ler children join in with wind instruments. 
A sudden knock tells them he is there. 

Some rush up to help him off with his fur 
coat and others assist him to unload his 
toys. Every little girl and boy expects a 
‘pair of skates. In no other country is 
skating finer, and the children skate so 
much that they need a new pair every 

geason. They expect caps, hoods and mit- 
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{ mate. They are fond of pets. A gift of a 
| Kitten or a bird is prized greatly, and ii 
they cannot have a real horse, a wooden 
rocking-horse is a ss 

his presents on a goat. 

For this purpose a tree is plante 

es containing tempting seeds, 

their fill. 

When Sunderkloas leaves Norway and 

Sweden he goes to Holland. He always 

of the 25th. However cold it is on that 
day, there is never a fire burning on the 

hearth, for here he usually comes down 

the tall chimney, instead of knocking at 
the door. The children are gathered near 
the grate, vieifg with one another to see 
who will catch the first glimpse of him. 

Before he unties his bundle he is pretty 
sure to ask how the children have behaved 
themselves during the winter. They are 

| dreadfully disappointed if they are not 
| given a kite. Kites mean much to Dutch 

| children, for the winds are strong in Hol- 

| land, and there is a large sweep of land. 
| In Southern Holland the little girls pre- 

| fer. go-carts to sleds, because their 

| brothers can pull them to school. The 
| children in Holland are as practical as 
| their parents, and they prefer caps and 

| clogs to toys. 

| Before Santa Claus goes to Switezerland 
{and England he makes a flying trip back 

3 Hig A , tens—these are so mecessary in a cold cli- 
Bays and celebrations, Christmas is the | mat | 

isfactory substitute. | 

When Sunderkloas cannot come he sends | 
The goat kicks | 

and, thus scatters the presents on the | 
floor, 

In Norway it is customary to make the | 

very birds share in the Christmas gladness. | home 
( > Y d In Iront | ands of children writing for 

of every house, hung with herbs and box- ¥ bo Fa: 

so that the | Germany 
httle feathered guests may feast and eat | N : 

| men are busy for days cutting down the 

reaches that country on the 5th, instead | 

many little ones to visit he dare not take 
v 

to Germany. He has had thous! 
trees and 

he has sent his helpers to Northern | 
for trees and to Munich and | 

uremburg for toys. In the great forests | 
1 

trees. They are distributed some dayé be- 
fore Christmas. The children do not dare 
to peep into the rooms, for they are cer- 
tain their inquisitiveness will keep Santa 
Claus away. Every home, whether a | 

castle or a hut, will want a Christmas | 
tree. It is sure to be trimmed with many 

candies, gold balls, candies and cakes 
made to resemble aueer-looking men. 

It is the custom for large families to 

gather at grandmother’s. They have a large 
dinner with wine, plenty of cake, apples 
and nuts. After dinner they rush to the 
parlor door, which is now unlocked, and 
as they catch a glimpse of the many bril- 
liant lights, they examine the tree care- 

fully, but they do not touch it until Santa 
really appears. When they hear the merry 

jingle and clatter of reindeers’ hoofs they 

form a circle and sing those verses dear 

to every German child’s heart, “O Tan- 

nenbaum.” 

Santa Claus makes haste to pile the 
gifts at the foot of the tree; he has so 

| places the 
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time to hang them up. He hastens on and l 
the 
th 

thers 

children. spend the 

and sisters and cousins. The 

isters ask for dolls and buggies for their 
ittle ones, In Germany Christmas Eve is 

candles are kept lighted 
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little | 
boys write to Santa Claus for great sol-| 

dier’s caps, guns and tin soldiers, but their | 

HR ad 

hildren’s eve, and not a child will go to | 
i'bed until every candle burns low. In some 
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Rus 
Nowhere does Christmas wear a more | only a fortunate few get trees laden with 

evening finding | sol 
r gifts and admiring those of their bro- | are 

tle f 
thanks 
the brilliant stalls, decorated with 

lanterns and bright-colored 

will not move on 

can- 
papers. 

until their par- 

nn tone than in Italy. The churches! 

il lighted and decorated, and the lit- | 
5 also go to midnight mass to give! 

On the way they stop to gaze at | 

| and some sugared hearts. Toward midnight | 
for | 

two or three days. But Santa Glaus does | 
{ not forget the little folks in the coldest 

most far-out-of-the-way" places. Every year | 

he makes a flying trip through the moun- 
tains. The mountaineers come down into | 
the villages and await his coming. When 
rot playing the children are busy eating 
cookies, candies, nuts and other goodies, 

scarce during the rest of the time. The 
children do not sit up to see Santa Claus; 

They fear that if they are too curious he 
will not come. In some of the homes he 
finds Christmas trees on which to place 

the toys. Long befor sunrise the children 
are up, busy. with' their stockings. They 
all expect to find a pair of skates, a moun- 
tain stick and a sled, and whatever else 

their good friend is kind enough to bring. 
If it were not for the Christmas gifts win- 

ter days in the dreary mountain villages 
would become véry tedious. 

one sees hundreds of women®and children 
walking along lonely country roads going 
to mass, and the great cathedrals in Rome, 

worshippers. 

Returning, the children hasten home and 
hang up their stockings, so they may be 
tight ep when Santa Claus 
They are sure to find plenty of confetti 
and sweetmeats and toys. It is a custom 

for the .royal children to drive about 
Christmas morning, leaving toys and good 
things for the poor. Children of the 
wealthy follow their thoughtful example. 

They make a great effort to provide the 
many poor children with clothes, stockings 
and chicken, a rare treat among the Ital- 
ian peasants. ) 

New Year the great holiday in 
France, though Santa Claus does not neg- 

lect them. Fir trees are very scarce, so 

as 

is 

comes. | 

h | see wonderful dolls’ houses fitted up as | 
ents consent to buy them a wax bambino | 

toys, but the toys ars so. wonderful and | 
beautiful they compensate in no small 
part. Several weeks before Christmas! 
thousands of children visit the shops to | 
see the toys. There are rooms fitted up | 
especially for the little folks. Here they | 

completely as a real house. Dolls—beauti- | 
fuls«dolls and dressed in the latest fashions. | 
Their gowns are as elegant as though they | 
were made by Paquin and Doucet. The | 

: EES ne, | mechanical toys include every kind, from | 
Florence and Venice are thronged with | a complete train running on a track to] 

looping the loop. There are airships, bal- | 

loons, express wagons, trunks, dolls, trous- { 

aus and what not. From then until] 
Christmas Eve they wonder what their 

toys will be, and have many delightful 
day dreams thinking of the bzautiful toys 

they have seen. Christmas Eve the chil- 
dren go to bed very early, for they believe 
Santa Claus will not bring his toys if 
he finds them awake. They placa their 
stockings on the mantel, and however 
much noise they hear in the night they 
do not stir. In the morning they are up 
early, to find plenty of candy in their 
stockings, a doll for the girls, and’ interest- 
ing mechanical toys for the boys. As the 
hour “of 12 approaches they rush to the 
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churches. Immediately after they go @ 

the restaurants, or to their homes fo: 
boullion. y > 
The English are wonderfully enthusiastic 

about the Christmas celebration. The 
bakers and mammas are busy for days 
making plum cakes and tarts. The chil- 
dren are quite as busy writing Santa 
Claus letters, anxious to let him know 
what they want. On Christmas Dav there 
is always a great family dinner, with platy 
of turkey, cider and plum cake. Dinner 
over, they gather in the parlor and get 

their first glance of the brilliantly lighted 
tree. Christmas trees are very plentiful 
in England, and some are very tall. The’ 
children show their gratitude by singing’ 
many beautiful carols. When Santa: 

Claus appears he unloads his toys, and 
they then often dance round him in a 
circle. In some of the smaller towns the 
children go through the streets singirtg. 
beautiful carols. Others dressed as mune 
mers knock at friends’ doors and play ald 
sorts of pranks. 

Though Santa Claus visits little folks 
in every part of the world, he does not’ 
forget his little American friends. He’ 
sees they are well provided with Christ- 
mas trees, dolls, buggies, horses and every-* 
thing dear to a boy’s heart. In every city 
throughout - the country the Christmas 
chimes bring words of greeting and love’ 
to all mankind, though the sound of these 
bells means most to the little folks, who* 
are all eagerness to see what Santa Claus’ 
has brought them. 

You cannot possibly have 
a better Cocoa than 

A delicious drink and a sustaining 
food. Fragrant, nutritious and 
economical. This excellent Cocoa 
maintains the system in robust 
health, and enables it to resist 

winter's extreme cold. 

COA 
Sold by Grocers and Storekeepers 

in %-1b. and }-1b Tins. 

BOOKS 
We carry all the standard works in sets, among them 

being Dickens, 15 volumes, $7.50 and $72. Thackeray, 

cloth, 10 volumes, $7.50, half calf, $/5. Scott (12 vols.) 

KODAKS and 
CAMERAS 

cloth $9, half calf $78. George E iot, 8 vols., cloth $6, 

half calf $72. Dickens, Oxford India paper edition with 

Cruikshank illustrations, 17 vols. full calf $77. 
Francis Parkman, 
Shakespeare, 12 vols., cloth, $5.00 

All the newest fiction by leading authors. 
up. Alger Books 20c. each. Henty Books 25c and b0c. 
Girls’ Own Annual, $1.75. Boys’ Own Annual, $1.75. Chums, English 
edition, $1.60. Gift Books, illustrated by Harrison Fisher and Christy. 

12 vols. $21.00 Shakespeare, 39 vols., cloth $4.50 
Shakespezre 12v. leather, $8, $75 

Juvenile Books from 5c. 
Chatterbox 

Bibles and Hymn Books 
Oxford Text, Reference and Teachers’ Bibles, in all styles of binding. 

Prayer Books and Hymnals. 
Methodist Hymn Books, and Hymn and Tune Books. 

Art, Calendars 
We carry a very complete assortment of Art Calendars, including 

The Harrison Fisher and Christy Calendars. 
Our stock includes all the leading publications of Raphael Tuck & Sons, 
Ltd., and E. P. Dutton & Co. 

STATIONERY =---In Holly and other fancy boxes for gift purposes 

68c. 

Presbyterian Book of Praise in all editions. 

Prices from 5c. to $3 each. 

POCKET DIARIES for 1908 

Do not fail to visit our Store and Show Room. 

Kodaks from $5 to $35. 
$1.00, $2.00, $3 00, $6.00 and $9.00. Kodak Tank 
Developers at $3.00, $5.00 and $6.00. A com- 

plete assortment of Films and all Kodak Supplies, 

Purses, 

Brownie Cameras at 

Leather Goods 

From 20c. to $4.50 

writer 

VAT & A 
HAs HY 

Wrist Bags, Card Cases, Letter 
Cases, Bill Books, Cigar Cases, Music Rolls, 
Writing Portfolios, Dressing Cases. 

Water Color Boxes 

FOUNTAIN PENS 
Waterman’s Ideal Fountain Pens, prices from 

$2.50 to $12.00 

Sterling Fountain Pens, from $2.00 to $6.00 
Eagle Fountain Pens, $1.00 and $1.50 

Post Card Albums 
We have a very large assortment at prices from 

35¢ 10.93.25, 

Christmas Cards, Post Cards and Booklets in 
great variety, 

GAMES— Playing Cards, Bridge Sets; Cribbage 
Boards, Chess, Checkers and Children’s Games of all 
descriptions. 

in real Seal and other covers 

Plenty of salespeople. No waiting. 

. 


