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PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS MUST

KEEP OUT OF ACTIVE POLITIGS

General Discussion Over Highway Act in the
House Yesterday---New Audit Act Adopted and
Goes Into Effect in October.

Fredericton, N. B., May 27.—The house

met at 3 p.m.

Several bills were read a third time.

Hon. Mr. Hazen moved that the bill to
amend the school act be recommitted for
further consideration.

In answer to Mr. LaBillois, the Hon.
Mr. Flemming said that Mr. Bassett was
removed from the office of liquor license
inspector of the county of Restigouche on
the recommendation of Jas. E. Stewart
and Arthur Culligan and that the govern-
ment was not aware that Mr. Bassett had
given great satisfaction as an inspector,
por is it aware by how many of those
having the cause of temperance at heart
ne was highly respected.

Hon. Mr. Flemming, in answer to Mr.
- Robinson, said that no portion of the

item of $2,136.60 was paid to Mr. Burns
on accounty of inspection of branch rail-
waye for his personal eervices, but on
the 19th of March, 1908, $500 was pawd
to him for services and report.

Mr. Byrne gave notice of inquiry as to
¢+ the reported withdrawal by the govern-
. ment of the subsidy for the Gloucester

Navigation Co.

Mr. LaBillois moved for copies of all
correspondence and other matters relating
to' the appointment of Basil J. Johnson
to the p'osition of sheriff of Kent county
and as/to the dismissal of John B. Go-
gain from that office.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said that if there weve
any such things in existence as asked for
by the hon. gentleman they should be

! brought down without the formality of ac
address but the hon. gentleman was in
error in saying Mr. Gogain had been dis-
missed. The office of sheriff was one of
annual appointment and Mr, Gogain was
not dismissed but simply not reappointed.
‘ Such a condition of things had frequently
happened, in the county of Restigouche,
when the hon. gentleman himself was a
member of the government and it had
frequently happened that the sheriffs were
not reappointed. Mr. Gogain had only
held office for some very few weeks, his
position being the result of a political deal
in which the late government were con-
cerned. Mr. Legere, who had previously
been sheriff, changed places with Mr. Go-
gain and became a candidate for the legis-
lature while Mr. Gogain, previously a
member, accepted the office of sheriff.

Mr. Johnson was recommended to the
government by the present members for
the county in the ordinary exercise of the

Mr. McKeown gave notice of inquiry
whether it was the intention of the gov-
‘ernment to refund any portion of the
liquor license fees paid to the province
by the municipality of St. John or any
other municipality.

Mr, Currie gave notice of enquary as toa
suggested highway from the line of the
International Railway to the conjunction
of the Kedgewick with the Restigouche
River.

Hon. Mr. Morrissy moved that Rule 79
of the house be suspended to permit of
{the introduction of a bill to incorporate
the sisters of the Hotel Dieu, St. Basil,
Madawasla.

Mr. Currie gave notice of motion for
the production of copies of all correspond-
ence between any person or persons in the
“gown ‘of Campbellton and the government

re the granting of liquor licenses in such
town.

Mr. Tweeddale gave notice of enquiry
whether T. J. Carter had submitted a
claim to the government for expenses in
‘ connection with the prosecution of liquor
cases in Victoria county.

Mr. LaBillois gave notice of enquiry
whether the government had purchased or
{leased land from John L. Cambridge in
connection with the wharf at Burton, Sun-

Mr. Cyr introduced a bill to incorporate
the St. Leonards and Van Buren Bridge
Co., and on the ground of urgency it was
read a second time.

Mr. Sproul introduced a bill to incorpor-
ate the Funeral Directors Association of
New Brunswick ‘which, on the ground of

urgency, was also read a second time.

Mr. Flemming introduced a bill with
reference to the New Brunswick Coal &
Railway which he explained was intended
to authorize the government to issue de-
bentures for $250,000. The act of 1906
provides that the commissioners should
have power to issue these debentures,
which should be guaranteed by the govern-
ment. The government thought the bet-
ter course would be to issue the deben-
tures themselves.
~ Hon. Mr. Morrissy introduced a bill to
incorporate the sisters of Hotel Dieu St.
Basil Madawaska, which, on the ground
of urgency, was read a second time.

On the order of the day (Supply) bemng
called the Hon. Mr. Flemming asked that
it stand over till tomorrow.

The house went into committee, Mr.
Sproul in the chair, for the reconsidera-
tion of the bill to amend the schools act.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said that he had had
the bill recommitted to provide for vac-
cination in certain cases. Under the con-
solidated statutes vaccination was com-
pulsory but the schools act repealed that
provision. In many school districts there
was oonsiderable friction between the
trustees and parents and there had been
a special difficulty recently in the districis
of Moncton and Shediac, where they hed
had an epidemic of smallpox. Ia many
cases the children had not been vaocingbed
at all and the trustees had no power umder
the act to close the schools, but recogniz-
ing the difficulty they took the only course
open to them and closed the schools on
their own authority. He (the attorney
general) had advised the trustees to use
their own judgment in cases of that sort.
There might be some difficulty in future
in admitting children to school, who had
not been vaccinated and it was not de-
eirable that the responsibility of accept-
ing these children should rest with the
teachers but rather on the trustees, who
should have discretionary powers as to
the enforcement of the act or otherwise.

The amendment was agreed to and the
bill reported.

The house then took up the considera-
tion of the audit act. Hon. Mr. Flem-
ming moved to add a clause to provide
for the auditor to give his sanction to ana
the receiver general to pay expenses in-
curred in the ordinary business of the
province between the end of the fiscal
yvear and the meeting of the legislature
and also to add a clause to empower the
auditor general to audit the accounts of
any ‘provincial institution receiving finan-
cial aid from the government.

Mr. Hatheway suggested that it would
be as well for the auditor general to have
power to look into the accounts of any
companies using franchises.

A section was added to the bill provid-
ing for its coming into force on the first
of November, 1908.

The act providing for the extension of
bonuses to roller mills for the next five
years was considered.

Mr. Sweeney enquired -as to whether
there were any applications for bonuses
at present and as to how many mills that
had been bonused, were in operation.

Hon. Dr. Landry said that the applica-
tion of Mr. Warman of Molus River has
been received lately. As to the mills, al-
ready in operation, he would refer the
hon. gentleman to the agricultural report.

The bill providing for an agricultural
commission was considered. Hon. Mr.
LaBillois enquired as to the personnel of
the commission.

Hon. Dr. Landry said this had not as
vet been decided.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said the act made the
commissioner of agriculture chairman of
the commission and that the other two
commissioners would be gentlemen thor-
oughly informed on and closely connected
with the agricultural interests of the pro-
vince.

The ocommissioner of agriculture had
stated that it was hoped to provide for
the expenses of the commission out of the
appropriation voted for farmers’ institutes.

\These institute meetings would not be held

SAVETHE CHILDREN

Insure Them Good -Health

Ninety per cent of children, under
twelve years of age, are being poisoned
and parents don’t realize it. ;
_ Irregular bowels are the chief cause.
You parents know that your bowels should
move every day. You know you must be
as regular as clock-work, or the bloed will
become tainted.

Don’t you realize that the children must
be as orderly in getting rid of the waste
‘matter of their system?

Then, if you find that any of the little
ones go two or three days without action
of the bowels, don’t run te castor oil,
senna tea, calomel, cascara or harsh ‘liver
pills.” Those simply purge the child—
strain the bowels.

“Fruit-a-tives” are the ideal medicine
for children. They are fruit juiccs and:
tonics in the form of a pleasant tasting
tablet. ‘“Pruit-a-tives”’ stimulate the liver,
causing more bile to flow. It is the bile,
given up by the liver, which moves the’
bowels. “Fruit-a-tives” regulate the liver:
and bowels, and thus completely cure con-
stipation. They sweeten the stomach, and
sre the finest tonic in the werld to build'
up the system and make children plump’
and rosy. b50c. a box—six for $2.50. Sent
on receipt of price if your dealer does not
bhandle them. “Fruit-a-tives” Limited, Ot-
tawa, Ont. :

as in late years but the meetings of the
commission which would be held at very
many places in the province and would
take the place of the institutes.

Of the $3,000 appropriated there was
about $2,300 on hand. It was hoped that
this would pay the expense of the com-
misgiog, if ' not a supplementary vote
would be asked at the next session.

No extravagant fees would be paid. The
chairman would receive no remuneration
in addition to his salary, as commissioner
of agriculture, except for his ordinary ex-
penses. 'The other commissioners would
he presumed, receive a per diem allowanc:
and their ordinary expenses.

There would be some preliminary ex-
penses as it was the intention to arrange
ahead for the meetings and ask the farm-
ers, dealers in produce, and others inter-
ested to prepare to furnish information
for which the commission would ask.
Efforts would be made to have the meet-
ings largely attended and it was hoped
as a result of this enquiry that the gov-
ernment at the next session of the house
would be able to lay a programme for
agricultural development before the coun-
try which would command the approba-
tion of the people and result in the great
development of the province.

Mr. LaBillois thought it should be de-
cided that the commission should visit
the larger provinces of Quebec and On-
tario and study the methods which had
been so successful in those great pro-
vinces. If the commission simply restric-
ted the work to Nova Scotia, he felt it
could not accomplish all it should and it
would look too much like party politics.

The government, he said, had already
shown that they were working for parti-
zan purposes, they had dismissed a large
number of the best officials in the pro-
vince simply because they were Liberals.
Not a Conservative had been dismissed
and not a Liberal had been appointed to
office under the government.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said without any desire
to reflect on the hon. gentleman he had
to say that the statement he had just
made had no foundation in fact there
had been very few dismissals by the gov-
ernment. There were a large number of
offices such as road superintendents and
sheriffs which had become vacant. Ap-
pointments to these offices were made in
the ordinary course and, as was quite
natural and right and proper competent
men, who were friends of the government
were appointed.

There had been some dismissals of men
who had been offensively partisan against
the party now in power in the province.
It had not been nor would be a question
of a man’s federal politics. No one had
been or would be removed from office
on account of their support of the Liberal
party at Ottawa, but it might as well be
understood now that
an active part in campaigning against
the government could not expect to be

| alty should be $20 and costs.
officials who took |

retained in the confidence of that gov-

ernment. An official had a perfect right
to go to the polls quietly and vote as he
pleased, but if he took an active part and
attempted to influence votes he would
take his official life in his own hands.
In regard to the proposed commission
there was not the slightest desire to make
it a political influence. Politics would
not be discussed by the commissioners.

Their duty would be to gather informa- |

tion and come to conclusions entirely in-
dependent of any party whatever.
thought the proposal to appoint this com-
mission met with general approval, even
the press opposed to the government
favored it. He believed there was just as

| great opportunity for profitable agriculture

in New Brunswick as in any part of Can
ada, and he hoped that the government in
its desire to promote this great industry
would receive the united support of all
classes of the community.

Mr. MsKeown said the records showed
that the government had not dismissed
a single Conservative nor retained a single
Liberal in office. It was therefore idle
for the premier to claim that the govern-
ment was non-partisan in federal politics.
Everything went to show that the return
of the present government was hailed as
a great Conservative victory throughout
the Dominion and there was perhaps no
man in the whole of Canada who could
do greater service for the Conservative
party than his friend the premier. He
thought in fact that he had striven for
the provincial victory mainly to help his
party at Ottawa and as a proof of this
he saw that he was billed to participate
in a political skirt dance with premiers
Roblin, Whitney and McBride as part-
ners. He would also like to know whe-
ther any single Liberal in the Dominion
had ever congratulated him on his victory
whereas he had telegrams by the score
from prominent Comservatives. (He here
read a number of telegrams from Conser-
vative leaders).

Continuing, Mr. McKeown criticized the
jdea of vesting the commissioners under
this act with all the powers given under
Chapter 12, Con. statutes, 1903, which
would enable them to incarcerate unwill-
ing witnesses until they gave evidence.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said the commissioners
would only have the power of that chap-
ter applicable to the proposed commis-
sion. The evidence sought would be en-
tirely voluntary and no force of any kindi
would be necessary. ]

These bills were agreed to as amended |
and adopted by the house.

wells bored by the government on the |
ground of Enoch Currier, Upper Gage-
town and upon the Davis property in
Cambridge.

The house then went into committee,
Mr. Murray in the chair, and considered
bills relating to the Campbell Clad Co., of
Moncton; incorporating St. Peters Danish
Lutheran Church of New Denmark, N.B.;
relating to the St. John General Public
Hospital; to provide for street lighting
in Lancaster and to authorize the building
of sidewalks in the parishes of St. John
County.

These bills were agreed to as amended
and adopted by the house.

Mr. Legere gave notice of inquiry as to
the government’s intention in regard to
building a steel bridge over the Shediac
River.

The house took recess till 8 p.m.

The house resumed at 8 o’clock and
went into committee, Mr. Currie in the
chair, for the consideration of the bill to
amend the act relating to the Church
Avenue United Baptist Church, Sussex,
which was agreed to.

The house then went into committee,

Mr. Sproul in the chair, and resumed the |

consideration of the highway bill. On
sub section 65, where any person wilfully
injuring any sidewalk is made liable to a
penalty of $20, Mr. Munro enquired if this

He'!
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they often desired to plow up to the edge
of the road and he considered that as
long as a farmer did not fill up the ditch,
in the course of his farming operations,
he should be allowed to plow up to the
edge of it.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said in the opinion of
a great many people this was the most
| important clause in the bill. To allow the
farmers to plow up to the edge of the
ditch would probably result in the edge
of the ditch being filled up.
| Mr. Woods thought the tendency of the
formers was to improve their property,
and to cultivate it up to the edge of the
ditch certainly added to the appearance
and neatness of the road.

Mr. Sweeney quite agreed with the last
speaker and thought that nothing looked
better than to see a growing crop right
up to the edge of the road. It more often
than not happened where a space of four
feet was reserved on the other side of the
ditch it was made the dumping ground
for all the rubbish which came to hand.

Mr. Dickson said there were no such
roads in any part of his county as in the
districts where the farmers -cultivated
right up to the edge.

Mr. Murray did not know what sort of

roads they had in Albert county, but he
certainly thought that cultivation should
inot be allowed within four feet of the
| ditch.
i Hon. Mr. Flemming said there was a
| good deal to be said for both of the views
| expressed by hon. members. It depended
|to a great extent on local conditions.
| There were lots of highways where the
| farmers cultivated right up to the edge
of the road. He was speaking of Carle-
ton county, the finest county in the pro-
vince. Drainage was the chief factor in
making roads, and to have good roads
they must have good drainage. He
thought that if the section could be made
to apply to these cases where there was a
ditch and water course at the sides of the
road it would work out well enough, but
not where there was no ditch.

Hon. Mr. Grimmer said the section
should remain as drawn. It might look
very nice, but personally he had no par-
ticular liking for a road where the crops
on each side got mixed up with the wheels
of the wagon.

Mr. Young had listened with consider-
able interest to what had been said by
the previous speakers. During the last
two years he had driven over nearly every
road in the county of York, and in many
{ sections he found they had done away
with fences altogether.

|

He was strongly

g g : iin favor of the farmer tilling cle 01
Mr. Hartt gave notice of enquiry as to | B PSR, Toa O¥s 30

the highway. To leave four feet on the
other side of the ditch was simply to pro-
vide for making a dumping ground for all
the rubbish in the district. He was in
favor of cutting the section out.

Mr. Lowell agreed with Mr. Flemming.

Mr. Tweeddale thought that to leave
the four feet might be all right in some
cases, while in others it might be used as
had been said, for a dumping ground. He
was in favor of the farmer -cultivating
right up to the ditch if the road surveyor
would only insist on the ditch being kept
cleaned out.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said that in view of
the differences of opinions which existed
among the members it might be better to
leave the matter to the control of the
commissioners for each district to deal
with as they might think best, and he
would move to amend the section accord-
ingly.

Mr. Sheridan said that if they wanted
to get good roads they must keep the
farmer away from them.

On' consideration of section 67, which
provides that repairs to the roads may be
let by public auction, Mr. LaBillois ob-
jected to the idea and thought it would
be much better done by day’s work.
| Mr. Pinder strongly objected to any
| alterations in the section. Day work was
| most unsatisfactory, and there has been a
| great deal too much of that sort of work

through sparsely settled districts was dis-
cussed at some length. g

Hon. Mr. Hazen explained that on ac-
count of there being roads such as those
from Bathurst to Douglastown, from Chip-
man to Harcourt, from Kouchibouguac to
Chatham, from Minto to Fredericton,
along which there were practically no set-
tlers and which connected important dis-
tricts that it was desirable there should
be some way of having them maintained.

Mr. McKeown thought that in accord-
ance with the spirit of the act they should
be put under charge of the highway
boards.

Hon. Mr. Morrissy thought cheaper and
better results could be had by placing
such roads under the charge of one or two
men. Speaking for the old Bathurst road
he was sure this would be the case.

Mr. Hartt moved an additional section
to provide that the taxes paid by resi-
dents upon Ministers Island, should be
applied to the up-keep of the Bar road.

All sections of the bill were agreed to
and progress was reported with leave to
git again to make one or two small ad-
ditions to the bill.

Mr. Pinder presented a petition from
one hundred and seventy-two residents of
Kingsclear, asking that the running of
automobiles in the parish of Kingsclear
be confined to certain days in the week.

Mr. Clarke introduced a bill for the in-
corporation of St. Andrews Corporation,
Ltd. On the ground of urgency it was
read a second time.

Mr. Pinder gave notice of enquiry re-
garding date of appointment of John Rob-
inson as chief game warden and his eal-
qry, ete.

The house adjourned at 10.45 p. m., till
8 p. m. tomorrow to allow members to at-
tend the university encaenia.

INTERESTING POINT
IN PROBATE COURT

The matter of the estate of Francis G.
Jordan was before the probate «court
yesterday afternoon, Dr. Silas Alward, K.
C., presiding as judge pro hac vice, Judge
Armstrong being a proctor in the estate.

It appears that the estate is not large
enough to pay in full the devises and leg-
acies mentioned in the will of the testa-
tor, and the point raised yesterday was
that the real estate, or proceeds from the
sale thereof, should not be chargeable with
the deficiency; tnat is that the real est-
ate, or, more properly, the money real-
ized by its sale which took place about a
year ago, should be distributed as direct-
ed in the will, intact, and should not be
Gecreased in order to proportion the other
amounts to be paid the legatees and bene-
ficiaries under the will. W. Watson A}-
len, K. C., was heard in support of this
contention, and Judge J. R. Armstrong, |
K. C., with C. N. Skinner, K. C., argued |
contra. E. T. C. Knowles was heard on |
behalf of the executor.

Accounts were pased, and the
took the question en delibre.

This matter is rather an interesting one

court

[ from various standpoints, it having been

in the probate court upwards of thirteen
years, there having been considerable
doubt as to whether the instrument set
up as a will was in reality a will, or a
trust deed; one of the testator’s sons,
James Jordan, having been supposed to
be dead until about a year ago, when he
was located in the State of Maine, and
the raising of the somewhat novel point
with reference to the real estate, and
which moved counsel to cite cases decided
in the year of our Lord, 1721.

HANDSOME WEDDING PRESENT

Rev. Gordon Dickie, of St. Stephen’s
Presbyterian church, who on Monday
next will be married to Miss Maud March,

penalty could be used towards the cost|done under the late government. Repairsiwns remembered by his congregation last

of construction of sidewalks as well as for
the repairing of the damage dome.

Hon. Mr. Maxwell thought there was
certainly need for some provision per-
mitting the inhabitants of a village or
town to assess themselves for the pur-
pose of constructing sidewalks and Mr. La-
Billois agreed with this. Hon. Mr. Hazen
also agreed and said he would have a
clause prepared to meet the case.

On the question of plowing or cultiva-
ting the land adjoining the highway to
within four feet of the road or ditch in
such a manner as to break the shoulder
of the road or fill up the ditch, the pen-
Mr. Pinder
thought that 1n some cases this provision
might prove a hardship. The farmers
cleaned out to the edge of their land and
also the ditch for their own benefit, and

! could be done very much
cheaper when they were let out by con-
tract, as it was to a man’s interest to
waste as little time as possible over the
job.

Mr. Legere thought this was a mistake
as he had found bidders would combine
to put up the price.

Mr. Munro thougzht the commissioner
ghould not be compelled to sell to the
lowest tenderer if the price was too high.
| Hon. Mr. Flemming moved -an amend-

| ment in accordance with Mr. Munro’s
| suggestion.
| The importance of having road mach-

inery properly stored from the weather,
was strongly urged by various members
| of the committee.

: The section providing that the govern-
lm(\nt may take direct charge of long roads

quicker and | night. At the close of the week prayer

service, Robert Leavitt, in behalf of the
congregation, presented to the pastor a
silver tea service and a purse of gold.

Mr. Leavitt accompanied the gift with
warm expressions of good will and best
wishes. The pastor replied briefly, ac-
knowledging the good feelings which had
prompted the present.

The members of the Bible class of St.
Stephen’s church have presented to Rev.
Mr. Dickie a handsome silver candela-
brum.

Rev. Mr. Dickie will go to Fredericton
this morning for the day.

The wise know enough to sacrifice a

good deal of wit.

Canada has over 11,000 post offices,

AN
EATING
ULCER.

Ulecers are & skin disease, and are more of
less directly occasioned by a bad state of
the blood, which produces acrid hamory
and corrupts the secretiona.

No one can expect to have a skin free
from disease when the blood is in a dis-
ordered condition and the stomach and
bowels acting feebly in consequence,

Through its wonderful cleansing, purifye
ing powers on the blood, and its renovating
action on-the entire system, Burdock Blood
Bitters has made thousands of cures of
different skin-diseases during the past thirtys
years it has been on the market,

Mrs. Joseph Robinson, Hallerton, Que.,
writes: “I had an eating ulcer on my
ankle. I took two bottles of Burdock;
Blood Bitters and it worked like a charm,
cleaning oat all the impurities from my
system and improving my appetite. Whila
taking the B.B.B. internally I used it ex«
ternally to cleansethe sore, and it bedpedy
e lot.”

DR. PRATT ISHEAD OF

MEDICAL SOCIETY

Dr. Charles M. Pratt was last evening
elected president of the St. John Medis
cal Society, succeeding Dr, T. H. L
The other officers for the year are Dr. g.
Bentley, vice president; Dr. T. D. Walks|
er, secretary; Dr James Christie, treasure,
er; Dr. G. G. Corbet, financial se \Vﬁ
Dr. Ellen M. Douglas, librarien; Dr. W,
Warnock, pathologist; Dr. G. J. Crawe
ford, Dr. §. Skinner and Dr. Corbet, room!
committee. |

After the meeting, dinner was emowﬁ}
at White’s restaurant with the past presie
dent, Dr. Lunney, in the chair. There wai
a round of speeches and a couple of ho
were pleasantly spent. During the evens)
ing, expression was given by wseveral
the physicians to the opinion that the
general practitioners should be permitted
to "attend their own private patientsa i
the General Public Hospital. If a d
now sends a patient of his to the instie’
tution, he can not continue to attend hmt;'
there, but must leave him under tnea.h}
ment of the hospital staff. Speakers las$,
evening strongly claimed that this le-\
striction should be removed. i

Dr. Murray MacLaren reported for the
medical council that effort was being made
to secure legislation which would permig
a doctor registered in New Brunswick te!
practice in Great Britain,

Tired nerves, with that ‘no ambition™’
feeling that is commonly felt in sprin
or early summer, can be easily an
quickly altered by taking what is known'
to druggists everywhere as Dr. Shoop’a
Restorative. One will absolutely note a
changed feeling within 48 hours after be-
ginning to take the Restorative. The
bowels get sluggish in the wintertime,
the circulation often slows up, the Kid-
neys are inactive, and even the Heart
in many cases grows decidedly weaker,
Dr. Shoop’s Restorative is recognized
everywhere as a genuine tonic to these vie
tal organs. It builds up and strengthens the
worn out, weakened nerves; it sharpens
the failing appetite, and universally aide
digestion. It always quickly brings re-
newed strength, life, vigor, and ambition.
Try it and be convinced. Sold by all
druggists.

Moving Picture Machines

Edison and Powers, and all stan-
dard makes of machines and sup-
plies at lowest prices, ready for )
immediate shipment, also slightly
used films from 3¢ per foot up.
Shipment s prompt, prices right.
Write today for price lst to Can-
ada’s First and Largest Exchange.

DOMINION FILM EXCHANGE

32-34 Quecn street, KFast, Torvonto, Ont,

A Homemade Needle
and Pin Holder

A doll pin, needle and thimble book
that will be found very convenient - if
hung above my little lady’s work table.
The head and body are those of a com-
imon doll and the skirts are formed by
'the needle and pin book. The pockets
hold thimbles.

How He Got the Answer

A little boy ran into a grocery store
one day with a memorandum in his hand.

“Hello, Mr. Smith,” he called out to
the grocer. “I want 13 pounds of coffee,
'at 32 cents a pound.”

“Anything else, son?”’ asked the grocer,
trying hard to recall the name of the
boy.

“Yep, I want 26 pounds of ham, at 18
cents a pound; seven and a half pounds
of bacon at 20 cents a pound; five pounds
i of butter at 293 cents a pound; 11 pounds
! of granulated sugar at six cents a pound.
iNow, have you got all that, sir?”’

The grocer ran over the list, the cus-

tomer meanwhile checking off the ar-
ticles on his own memorandum. When
finished he said: “Yep, that’s all. Now,

99

what do they all come to, sir
The grocer ran up the figures and gave
srthe boy the answer. “And where am I
ito send the things?” asked the grocer,
{preparing to weigh out the articles.
“Oh, nowheres, sir. It’s my arithmetic

ilesson, and I had to git the answer some- |

{legs above the sandaled feet,
| dimpled

WHEN A GIANT CAME TO ANT=TOWN s, mauD WALKER

The ants of Ant-Town were a Very
busy little people indeed. Never an idle
hour did they spend, but worked from

the dawn of day till long after the sun|

had set. And they were a happy little
people, too, although it would seem as if
they had few pleasures, for to work all
the time is rather a hardship with boy-
kind and girl-kind, and is not quite nat-
ural. And the old saying that “all work
and no play makes Jack a dull boy”” 1is
true in the case of humankind. But not
so with ant-kind. Those industrious little
fellows love nothing so much as work.
Indeed, it is doubtful if they could live
in idleness.

And so it was that the ants of Ant-
Town were the busiest ants in all the
world— or so every one who knew them
said. There were real families among
them, just like the families of our own
kind; there were the papa ant, the
mamma ant, the little sons ant and the
little daughters ant. And each family
had their own home, a section in a hill,
a hill belonging to the whole community
of ants. And the hill was for all the
world like a great apartment-house in a
city. As you know, the apartment house
is filled with corridors, halls and suites
or rooms. And many families live under
the one great roof, each family having
one of the suites with its own private
hall.

And so it was with the Ant-hill. It was
nothing more or less than a big apart-
ment-house, where dwell hundreds of
ants, each family having its own cell, or
little flat, so to speak.

Now, in this great apartment hill there
was one family that attracted the atten-
tion of a dear little girl, who lived in
a big house—a real house, you know—
on the hill, just above the place where
the ant apartment-house stood. This lit-
tle girl’s name was Polly Dear, or that
is what her mamma called her. It was
always ‘“Polly Dear!” here, and “Polly
Dear!” there, and “Polly Dear” every-
where. The ants had heard the name so
many times that they had grown quite
used to it, and in their own way loved
it well.

Jut the strange thing about it was
that Polly Dear looked to the ants like
some huge monster, the top of whom their
eves never had had the power to reach.
They could see the feet of Polly Dear
qmt;:’ plainly; also they could see the bare
and the
knees, that looked so big and
queer. Then fell a lot of ruffled white stuff
and blue checks, and above these moving
things would stretch long arms, with fat
hands at their ends, hands that would
clap and clap and make great noises like
wind and thunder. So thought the ants
of Ant-Town on hearing Polly Dear clap

ow. Thank you for your trouble, sir."lthose chubby hands, which in truth were

very small as seen by a real live human.
But ants see things in a strange way, you
know. Their being so small makes every-
Dear was thought of in Ant-Town as a
giant. But ants, like children, grow to
trust and love those whom they have
found to be their friends. Polly Dear
was known to be the friend of all the
ants in Ant-Town, and especially of the
one family I have just mentioned. The
way Polly Dear had come to single out
this one family was this: Ome morning,
as she sat watching the ants working
about their apartment-hill, she saw one
great ant carrying a huge load on his
back, a load three or four times as large
as himself. Behind him went a swift,
little ant, slender and pretty. Beside her
ran two smaller ones, whom Polly Dear
thought to be a boy and a girl. The
great ant was no doubt the papa; the
slender, pretty ant, the mamma, and the
little ones the son and daughter. That
was the way Polly Dear figured it out.
And ehe watched these four particular
ants very closely, and became assured

apartment hill. It was a wonder to Pol-
ly Dear to see the size of the loads these
little workers could carry without effort.
They traveled as fast with a load as
without one.

When dinnertime came Polly Dear had
to go away, for her mother’s voice was
calling from the top of the hill, “Polly,
Dear! Come to dinner!” But as soon as
Polly Dear had gotten through the meal
she ran down to Ant-Town again, for the
sun was still about an hour from sinking
behind the line of blue timber in the
West.

As Polly Dear drew near to Ant-Town
she was surprised to see a boy—a dirty-
faced, ill-kept, little wurchin — striding
toward her place of destination. He car-
ried a little spade in his hand, and, no
doubt, meant mischief, for he would stop
every now and then to dig into the earth
with it. Polly Dear ran faster and faster,
determined to reach Ant-Town before this
bad boy should do so, for she feared he
might do the ant-hill harm.

“Hello, kid!” sang out the dirty-faced

his spade and making a dart for the ant
hill. “How’d you git a-holt of this place,
I'd like to know? I reckon it’s as much
mine as it’s yourn. Mebby I’ll show you
what I'll do with it.”” And the boy took
a strong hold of the spade and set the
edge of it‘s blade on the ant hill.

In another minute spade and boy were
rolling over in the sand down the hill-
side, and Polly dear, her eyes flagshing
fire, her hands clenched firmly into hard

In another minute spade and

thing else seem to them of gigantic pro-
portions.

And that is how it happened that Polly
that she was right in her supposition re-
garding them. Yes, the four kept together
all day, working side by side in complet-
ing the hill where they were to have a
home. Polly Dear supposed they were
at spring house-cleaning, for they kept
running in and out of the hill, carrying
such loads of dirt in their mouths. Then
they would occasionally go away down
the road, running right through bits of
weed or grass—never going round, but
over or under—and fetch bits of food in
the shape of a dead worm or bug to their

boy were rolling over in the sand down
urchin as he and Polly Dear neared Ant-
Town from different directions. “Where’d
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you come from?
“From my home, Boy,” replied Polly
Dear. “Where’d you come from and what
do you want here?’
“I come frum down the
the boy, grinning broadly.
in’ to epade up this ant hill.

holler,” gaid
“An’ I'm go-
I seen it

yesterday when me'n paw came a-past
here from tow I like diggin’ up ant
hills, I do.”

‘“Well, you arer’t going to get to dig
up this ant hill,” declared Polly Dear in
a very emphatic voice. “This place be-

longs to me, it does”

the hillside.

little fists, her whole body shaking with
excitement, stood the victor, for she had
with one mighty thrust, pushed the bad
boy from the edge of the ant hill, and

then thrown his spade after him.
“Now, don’t you come back here, Boy,”

she called to him, shaking her fists. “If
you do, I'll—” But Polly Dear didn't
say just what she would do, but the

gleam in her blue eyes and the threat in
her voice made the bad boy undentand
what she meant. Gathering himself and
his spade from among the bushes and

off in a hurry, glancing back occasionally
to make a wry face at the defiant little

“Ha! ha! ha!” roared the boy, raisinggirl who so bravely stood her ground.

After he was out of sight Polly Dear
sat down beside the ant apartment-house,
saying to the head of her favorite fam-
ily, for he was just coming out with a
ruge loatd of dirt, a few confidential
words:

“Say, Papa Ant, I just had a battle with
a dreadful giant, who had come here to
destroy you and all your family and fri-
ends. Well, he got the worst of it, I
reckon and isn’t hardly likely to return.
But if he should do so—well, won’t 1
just give him the hardest pounding he
ever had in all his naughty life? Tl
grab him and throw him into the creek
and give him a good washing, for it
wouldn’t do him any harm, it wouldn’t.
You see, I'm going to protect your dear
little ants and your property, too. I love
to watch you work; it’s as good as play-
ing games. And I haven’t a sister nor a
brother, so 1 have to find my own com-
panions. Mama and Papa give me
toys—dolls and Teddy bears and such-—
but they can’t even move of themselves.
Now, I like you much better than toys,
for you'’re real little people and build
such splendid houses and provide your
selves with food. Oh, you certainly are
little dears, and I'm going to keep a
watchful eye on you. And tomorrow I'm
going to bring some teentsy-weentsy bite

of sugar and meat and some cake crumbe
and lay around the door of your Imﬁ
Won’t you have a picnic, though, with

your food brought to you? But it won'§
do to bring it too often, for them i
might begin to get a bit lazy‘and fozgl
how to find it yourselves. Themgou’d )
be ants any more. So I &hall ot do &,
thing to spoil the fine reputationyou have,
for work, but just omnce in a while {
fetch you a little picine spread-ta-give yod.

a holiday,”

‘“Polly Dear! Polly . )
getting late” cried a hmm ﬁ'ma,'
the hilltop. “It's my memma calling™’
explained Polly Dear, rising, ‘“so you”;
all better go in end have®your )
or suppers and then go tarbed, for it's)
time to quit work for today.” And Polly )
Dear, kissing her chubby hand toward}

the ant apartment-house, ran u» the hil}}
to her own big, comfortable ) hers
a fond mother and father w ng:
her. And the ants stopped iv..,B cnough

in their work to look sfter the strangs

and powerful giant, whosa tall head theis |
eyes had not yet had the power to reach, ,
“A very good giant,” said one man an$ }
to another, in their own queer la,ngua,ge,"
of course. ‘Yes, indeed,” replied the i
second ant man, laying down his load for ;
a moment. “And something tells me that |
we were saved from a terrible fate today
by that same giant. I don’t know whad :
it is, but I seem to feel it in my bonea.” |
And then all fell to work again.
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PLAYTIME

In the gardean during summer
Kittie went to play

With her little comrade, Junie,
And they stayed all day.

Where their playhouse  stood,

weeds, the naughty fellow betook himself |

With its play walls all about it
Of big sticks of wood.

flat stone did form a table
Where they drank their tea;

| Kittie played she was Miss Pickles—

(For.
'Neath the green tree, tall and spreading,i‘

| Junie played she was Miss Candy;

| And Miss Pickles with Miss Candy

And they oft invited guests in—
Nell and Annie Lee.

She liked the name, you know;
although she said, twas sour,

Twas verv good, also.

("T'o offset Kittie's sour)—

Played there by the hour.
«Mary Graham. .,




