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The Gatun Dam has a well: established 4 
position as the bugaboo of the canal. The 
Chagres used to be the arch-bogey, but 
now the structure which is designed to 
restrain that vexatious stream has usurp- 
ed the first place in the interest and ap- 
prehension af the public. The criticisms 
and suspicions that have been directed 
against the great dam can only be' ac- 
counted for by the fact that it is the key 
to the whole plan and the most essential 
feature of it. Any discredit that can be 
cast upon it affects the entire lock level 
project, and so the opponents of the 
canal concentrate ‘their attacks on what 
they consider the most vulnerable quar- 
ter. The average individual, lacking 
technical knowledze of the subjeet, 1s 
prome ‘to accept these strictures. To him 
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the mere size of the huge mou nd involves 
a menace. But this is a mistaken view. | 
As a matter of fact, a considerbale de- 
gree of its safety lies in its enormous | 
bulk and weight. | 
The Gatun Ha will fill the gap in the | 

hills enclosing the Valley of the Chagres | 
through hich that river passes on its 
way to the Atlantic Ocean. The obstrue- 
tion of its course will force the stream 
and its tributaries to empty on the up- 
per side of“the dam and to form a lake 
about 160 miles in extent. The water in 
bis immense reservoir will stand at an 

‘tion of of 85 feet above sea level 
lepth will range from 45 to 75 

“ttle excavation will 
“s the 

| down to 60 feet, the distance {PW Fic 
mile. It will be com- 

material impervious to 
to toe being half a 
posed of selected 
water ‘and reinforced along its front and 

back by heavy*walls of rock. The dam 

will exert a weight upon its foundation 

of one to ton every 20 feet in height, 
so that under the crest the pressure will 

be nearly seven tons to ‘the square foot 
The safety of such a structure depends 
upon its composition and the nature of 
its foundation. As to the former, engin- 
eers are inclined to think that unneces 
®ary trouble is heing taken in the selec- 

tion of the material to be used and that 
ordinarv soil from the excavations would 

“mnse adearately Sand and 
"in be- 

water 

proof 
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pve board of engineers was solely to 

restore public confidence, and none knew 

better than the men engaged on the work 

that the visiting commission could mot 

sort of effective investigation 

month 

make any 

in the time allowed to them. A 

or two would have been necessary for the 

accomplihment of such a task. As it was 

they were compelled. to rely upon the 

statements of the engineers on the line, 
which there is no reason to believe were 

|in the slightest degree perversions of the 
| facts. 

| The work on the canal is proceeding 
| with admirable smoothness and dispatch. 
{| The men on whom the chief responsibility 
| rests are proving themselces to be quite 
equal to the task, and, if allowed te pro- 

| ceed without unnecessary interruptions, 

| such as the yecent “Investigation,” will 
| complete it in the time set by them-—that 
|is to say before the close of the year 

It has been, so to speak, uphill 
work until the present. We ave just at 
the point of starting down grade. Abso- 
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ges BET SE] Aoki ET SEN : AR CRY | é H ¢ ful AIT es ve tests. ‘borings | 1 vi , gineers always : TTS o (oo | lutely all the data necessary is in hand. i ak . gs material, such as engineers always look EXC P REEL. 7272 700A IEC Ga Tn [Phe grotnd is ready for the work of Budd: ere made about five years ago in con- {for in a large fll. On the line they fully g 
| ing the concrete structures by which the 

nection with investigations relating to a | expected thing of the kind and antici- — RE ATRL Nii | 2 termination of ths petitive Fug. be re 
sea level wa v The bo have | pate more than one recurrence of the same | runs through the dam sit d wi 11 even-! a gmajll portion of it sank into its founda- | és 7-4 °P been pract 

and number 
continuous ever 

many hundreds, scattered all 
over the ground to be covered by the 
dam. In addition several test pits have 
been sunk on thé ‘site to a depth of ene 
hundred feet ar more, h about half whic 

since A ing hefore 

lished accounts of 
Dam is not 

gulated. Contracts have been let for the 
machinery and cement to be 

This | 

ot high 

be cov tually 

portion of the 
red by the 
rock wall was 

one place and sloped toward the chan 
, as stated in several sensational pub- | nel. Tt stood for months without 

affair. The Gatun |any movement In November the engin- 

in existence. If it were, we | eers began to pump the water out of the | 

the dam is completed It 
auld be understood that 

in nor falling down of the 

tion to a depth of somewhat less than 
& if 3 y enee 3 even; feet It was this trivial eceurren ») eanbtbuction of tHe: dames 

which an engineer would hardly deem of two: large vessels have heen bought to imponkance to include in his annual report, feds o oY i & ¢ ; é § i = . | transport the material. A change of plan that furnished the text for colummg of F alarming criticism might be made now with little loss, for 
FARE BY SN the work done =o far would apply to a sea- 

used in the 
and locks and 

NES. there is no 
Gatun ln 

three 
the 

the distance dewn reached x the bor- ould be very near the end of our task.|old canal in order to remove from its! The question will naturally arise to the 5 
ings. The engineers know the character | The preliminary work upon it has just be- [bed the soft material which had accumu-! mind of the reader: “Why, if there was level waterway, but hereafter every day's of the strata underlying the site of the {gun and it was in connection with this [lated since the cut was made and which [no giater cause for anxiety, did Mr. Taft worl will turn to a dead loss in case tha dam as well as they do that exposed on | that the little slide occurred, whose rum-; would be undesirable to leave beneath the {go to the Isthmus accompanied by a spe- type of canal is altered 
the naked hillside in the Culebra cut. The | ble is still echoing throughout the States, | dam. Just at this time unusually heavy | cial investigating commission?” As to| The construction of the locks at Gatun, 
dam will rest in watertight clay and the | although on the Isthmus it hardly caused |rains caused floods along the line and a |that, it can only be said that the Presi-{ Pedro, Migne] and Miraflores will com. concrete “spillway and Ic 5 will have | the turning of a he - temporary lake was formed on the side |dent whose a somewhat cumbersome and | Mence simultaneously, and will be pushed foundations of solid rock | As has been said, it is prpposed to sup- [of the rock mound, opposite to that on|indipeef method of quieting the clamor | With all possible speed. It is proposed to Now, as to the recent occurrence at|port the dam at ta Aw, And back with {which the canal ran. As a result great |and casing the public mind. He was fully | consume about 8.000 barrels of [cement a Gatun, which has led to so much agita {wa alls of rock. The material tor these has | pressure was exerted against the mass of | satisfied with the explanation of the affair|{ day. Half this amount will “be ‘used at 
tion; a days on the spot were more | been dumped during the past few months, | material on one side, whilst the resistance | immediately advanced hy the commission | (Gatun alone, where 20 mixérs are to be ins than sufficient to disclose the fact that it fas it was taken out of the excavation at |was decreased on the other by the removal | and the chief engineer, and they were | stalled along the lines sf t lock walls. 
was positively insignificant. Tt could 5 Bas Obispo. At the close of last summer |of the water from the cut In conse, | given to understand that such was the FORBES LINDSAY. 
in. justice be described as an accident, for mound of this rock was made on the |quence, the heap of rock slid a few feet’ case it was clearly understood on the] Author of 
it was no more. than a slight slump of | west bank of the old French canal, whic bh! into the old canal and at the same time Zone that the purpose of appointing the “Panama: the Isthmus and the Canal.” 
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at this Sale, everything new, snappy 

and Gents to dress well at Reasonabie Cost. iy Ji hs 

and up-to-date. A fine chance for Ladies 

Men’ s Black Suits, 
2 $18.00 Fancy Wo 

Al 

Men's Short Top Coats. 

50 Dozen Men's Neckties, at. 
25 Dozen Police Braces at.. .. 

in Men's Clothing Dept. | 
Double or Single Breasted,.. .. 

sted Suits, 
; 816.00 Fancy Worsted Suits, 

Douhle or Single Breasted.. “. ov ao es «0 oo ua Men's $12.00 Tweed Suits, 0 

Men's $10.00 Tweed Suits, Double or Single Fino i sh SA SERCO RSS | 
Men's $14.00 Progress Brand Suits, to Clear Bs de Se AF BDA Cs gi Te 

Boys’ 2-Piece Suits, . . AR A Wate HT Tee sone | Ne he $1. 08 to $7.00 

Bett Sinden Se A aE Ln He es .83.48 to $8.00 

300 Dozen Men’s White Handkerchiefs, pra APUTRRICE DL § 

100 Dozen Men’s Soft Front Shirts, at fk & 

..86.00 to $14.00 | 
esses ..Sale Price $14.80 | 
3 Hale Price 

Latest Cut, EW ae NARS 
Ratast Bathe: 0 i. aiied 

3.50, $10. 00 and $12.00 
Gr md & ss of CEB: BRON 

..18¢c. each. 
each 

..48¢c. each 

E: <5 “5 24 es ws es ss se se eo 

25 Per Cent. Discount on 

Trunks and Leather Bags 

In 

Men's Shoes, from.. 

Ladies’ Shoes, 

mention. 

Prices. 

Baby Shoes, from.. .. eo ss 

Shoe Dept. 
Men's Patent Leather Oxfords, $3.48 to 85 

Men’s Oxblood or Tan Oxfords, $3.48 tool 

..$1.98 to-$5.00 f 
in Styles to numerous to 

See our showing, $1.98 to 87 

Shoes for Boys and Girls at Reasonable 

fy | up. 

Ladies’ Costumes and Coats 
TRAVELLER'S SAMPLES, NO TWO ALIKE, AT MANUFACTURER'S PRICES 

Costumes in fancy Panama worth $35.00 for, ... ... so. ses ......325.00 
Ladies’ Costumes in fancy Panama worth $22.00 for, ... ... ... ... ..ee....815.98 
Ladies’ Costumes Plain and Fancy Stripe Venetian, worth $25.00 for ..318.98 
Ladies’ Costumes, Plain and Fancy Stripe Venetian, $22.00, for, .. .. .. ..§1508 
Ladies” Costumes Tweed amd Vicuna worth 318.00, for .... ... i... Jicesses...818.98 
Ladies’ Costumes, Tweed and Vicuna, worth $15.00, FOF, bv. diane iac ain avon ee es BiB 
300 Ladies’ Skirts, Blue, Black, Brown, and Green, Vicuna, South $3.00, for $2.48 
Ladies Dress Skirts, alt shades from $3.50 to ... ... posi Hes oo SHAG 
Ladies’ Wash Skirts with Long or Shorts Boots, Srorm; $2.08 to ag Remo po DL RIOD 
Ladies’ White Lawn Shirtwaists, Suits nicely trimmed from $1.98 to ... ....37-50 
Ladies Shirt Waists, Suis and Princess Gowns from 80.80 3850 Vee Pov ne 5P0M0 

3 Ladies 

Ladies’ White Duck Shirts from 31.00 to FU cee i aal WNTE 
Ladies Wash Coats in. Plain and Stripes from 98c. EE ARE ERS PRR. 
Boy’s and Girl's Wash Suits from 65. to..... ... Fer ye $3.00 P
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Ladies Costumes Made: to Order, We Find Everything ‘and Prices from $10.50 to $33 

GROUND FLOOR 
500 Ladies Under Skirts in Blue, Brown, Grey, Black and Green worth$l.25 outa 

In Men's Hat 

WE SAY KING HAT, ™ 

fox .. by ’ PUERNTAG * VOLES TY 
Ladies” Silk Under Sitirts, Black only, worth BEO0 far oi Line ER 
Ladies Silk Under Skirts all Shades from $2.98 £0 ..... ves ses ove oes ores. $10.00 
100 Ladies White Ski#ts, slightly soiled, worth $1.00 fOr ..... vee see sssens..Bfe. 
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Yours 100 Ladies White Under Skirts from 59. to ..... ... d's: Tlie Soke SEE) 
F 300 Ladies Tailor Made Waists in Fancy Stripes, worth 81.25 ARE AR 
or z 200 Ladies White Lamn Waists, Short or Long Sleeves, worth $1.25 for .. ..08c. : 

Ladies’ White Lawn, Waists, Tong or Short Sleves from 8c. to 
Ladies’ Fancy Collurs from 28c. to . 
Ladies Fancy Belts from 25c. to ... 
Ladies Hode Supponters worth 50¢. OF seve cui vie dos ane van sve ess is 
Ladies Hose Subnokters, WOTth 85 fOT «avisuel sis fore’ bee dos tava 

eee +.81.25 
.-.81.50 
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Special Prices on Corsets for Saturday 
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P. C. and D. & A. Corsets worth $1.75 for.. .. .. .. .. .. tots eeope --BLED 
P.C.and DP. & A. CIOTESEN OYE BI 80 Tot. 0 wu ha Neg a Re $1.25 | 
P. C. and D. & A. Corsets, worth $1.25 for.. .. .. $2 140 ha ad hike TN NG 
P. C. and D. & A. Corsets, worth $1.00 for. SPAR Res EE Be Wg Te 
P. Gand Drs A eRaee tine Worth 180 far. ah RT NE ; 
P.Coand Ds A Carbelts swarthh De 088 Die 08 20 RN ih anh a ae, ! 
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