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“Yes,”
with the effort to keep it from;breaking.
“He is in league withsthe men:of Oku.
I knew it, and Captain ‘Warden- warned

she said, and her voiceiwas tense

the authorities at home :about him, : but
no one here would listen. Oh,, Mr. Hume,
it is a dreadful thing to ‘say,:but rather

than fall into that man’s power I would;

THE MESSAGE

By;LOUIS TRACY

RLuthor of** TheWingsiof the-Morning,*” '‘ The Wheet of
Fortune;” ‘‘ TheiCaptaln of"¢the:Kansas,’’ etc.

-v
at a thing. It gave Ldanda a positive
shock . when he was really convinced 'that
British . officer. was not only present
most of ,M'Wanga’s war palavers, but

thrown ' out of gear every ld gun in
precious “batter He would not tell me
where. M"Wan is now, but I hardly|

think they, will attack us in earnest before
consulting ;him.”

G misel 3 am inclined to believe you e
X ’ L knocked  the bottom o1 of the ]
“You surely don’t imagine that we, 1:‘1’is~»‘\ A A Ty ;il C ‘l"m” ‘w‘ By

oy s >SS, Salc 0liviiie 1D11¢
would agree to those terms, do you? "'(i“\ : 2 W 1'} %k
g ¢ 3 ey s are sC to dea ou,

Hume was almost indignant, .but Evelyn : g o KR VO NS

flung herself on her knees and lifted her
ped hands in agony to the star-studded

“What else can I do?”’ she wailed. “My
life is broken. - I have nothing left to live

for. If I refuse this offer of peace, it
means that all your lives are forfeit—
yours and your wife’s, and TLord Fuir-
holme’s, and those of the officers and men
who came here in the launch from Ibi.
Tell him'I agree. I will go to this mon.
But make the chief promise to spare you
and the others. I must know first:that

you are safe. Then—O God, pardon me!
—then—I—""

“My dear girl—which of us would pur
chase a few more hours of life at
price?”

f suchia

“But you do mnot understand,” ' she
blazed forth. “If the death of one jcan
ve many why ‘shouldn’t the one’die?

We can’t hope to resist these men: there
are thousands them. And unless 1
fall- by my own hand, they may capture

ol

me unharmed after you have given your
lives uselessly in my defense. Oh, pity

me and pray for me, but do not let me be
responsible for the slaughter of the few:
iriends T possess in the world!”

She could no longer restrain her tears.
The dark blue dome that typified the
heaven to which she looked for mercy
was blotted out of sight. She cowered as
though from a blow, and wept pitifully.

Then

a voice rang out from the com-
pound directly in front of where she
knelt. As the opening syllables reached

her ears, through she understood no word
that was uttered., her surcharged brain
harbored a new dread, for the man who
was speaking spoke in Warden’s voice—

Warden, whom she had learned to regard
as dead these months! She swept away
the tears that blurred. her vision, and
peered through the rails of the veranda,

but she saw only a cloaked Arab who had

stepped forth into the moonlight, and
was now addressing stern warnings to
the amazed Loanda. And fantasy played

her distracted senses another strange trick.

The face of the mative chief was plainly |

visible. She watched its expression change
from sheer wonderment to baffled rage,
and it seemed to her that it was not

Loanda who glowered at the Arab who
harangued him, but the scowling mask

carved on the gourd by Domenico Garcia. |
She real- |
ized it “herself, but the others would never |

Oh, yes, she was truly mad.

suspect it. Then the persistence of the
notion brought relief to her aching heart.
A kindly delirium might carry her through
the ordeal that lay before her. She no
longer feared insanity, rather did she wel-
come it, and now was her chance to act
while she was brave and would not flinch
from that which she conceived was her
duty.

But why was that tall Arab still talk-
ing in Warlen’s voice, and why did the
stalwart savage seem to threaten him with
furious gesture? Even while she was gaz-
ing between the wooden bhars of the rail-
ing, she saw Loanda grasp his spear men-
acingly, whereupon the Arab laughed—
how like it was to Warden’s laugh of
good-natured raillery!—and a couple of
Hausa soldiers appeared, with rifles held
men hold sMotguns when

suggestively, as

they expect a rabbit to scuttle out of a|

spinney.

{AEpin, being still under. the spell ‘of
that sudden lunacy, she heard the Arab
say in English, and more amazingly than
ever in Warden’s very tones:

“Now, Jimmie! Four paces to the front
in open order—every man—quick!..

An English officer and several soldiers
came out into the open. After one glance
of sheer astonishment, the Oku chief turn-
ed and stalked away towards the bush. He
did not deign to hurry, but his lithe
springy gait soon carried him -into the
somber shadows. The dramatic silence
that’ folowed w broken by the man m
an officer’s uniform.

“By gad, Warden, you did that splendid-
ly,” he said. ‘I should never have thought
of it. Do you think it will work?”

“For never
knows just how the native mind will look

to-night, perhaps. One

A

den. You are the first man who had
opportunity to bust up the Oku ju-ju, :

by Jove, didn’t you it ?

Y
tage

But Colville was wrong. The weird

of an owu came from the bush, a
tapped out a signal, and instantly tl or-
est became alive with vivid |

s :
bad b

time they

of light.

The negroes
ade again, and this ti 3
kill, not to frighten. Bullets
past the : house, imbedded
the stout timbers, tore h
beams, and hurled shing
It seemed to be a miracle th
son in or near the building was 1
instantly,-but the opening volley
Ha to * cover
where “they were told to lie
ground behind the projecting
reply to the enemy’s fire would
waste: of -precious ammunition, and

men carried only a small quantity in th

s
i

a

bandoliers. - The time to fire

every shot would be effective. R
will - untrained savages press home it
tack when their foremost warriors fall.
The Hausas, negroes themsel had beei

taught this in many a bush skirmish, and |
they had absoh confidence in their|
whiteileaders, for, by this time, the rumor |

te
1te

had ' gone round that the man in Arab
clothing was the well-known deputy com-

missioner of the Brass River, under whom |
some of them had fought in the {
protectorate.

Hume, ‘who was cool
seized Evelyn’s arm the
first bullet crashed into
Fairholme, too, who had recovered from
the stupefying suddenness of what
to him, a wholly unexpected sequel to a
wearisome trip up a fever-laden river, ran |
forward to help, and the two men half|
carried the girl to the protection of the
house.

But she had no thought of danger.
Though it was dark inside the main living-
room, she held them fast when they would
have released her, and tried to read their
very souls by a look.

“Did you hear?” she gasped.

the Arab—who is he?

sister

as

any soldier
instant the
the wood-work.

1

that

|
|

W “
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“The man |
The other

called him Warden Why should
he do that? Was it net cruel of
him? And why, why, did it seem

to me that I heard Arthur’s voice?”
| “Calm yourself, Miss Dane,” said the
missionary quietly. ‘“Providence at times |
adopts means not within mortal ken. 1
could not follow what was said to Loanda,
but Bambuk tells me that, by some as-
tounding chance, Captain Arthur Warden
has not only crossed a large part of Af-
rica, but has lived many weeks in Oku ®it-
self, and is now taking measures which
will, I trust, by God’s mercy, secure our
safety.”
A que
parched

r choking ery came from the girl’s
throat.

“Then I am not mad?”’ she murmured.
“He is really there! And he heard what
said—when—when I offered to go to|

+

t seemed
me it was on your account that he made
himself known to the chief. 3ut T do
not yet understand exactly what happen-
ed. T only know that when first he spoke |
to Colville he used Arabic.” .

“Yes, by gad,” put in
“¥

to

|
|
|
|

. Fairholme, find-
| Ing an opening at last. thought he was |
|'a beastly native, an’ T ¢fit in like a bloom- |

{in’ ass. Just my 1al luck, Evelyn. The |
| favorite got up in the last stride an’ pip-
he ]

ped
what ?”

The earl’s happy-go-lucky method of
pressing himself was singularly out o
with his surroundings. Hume %ad closed |
the door, and the windows were - alrea
shuttered, so the darkness was now that |
of Pharaoh’s Egypt when Moses stretcl
forth his hand towards heaven. From
out came the incessant crackling of mu
ketry, and the maniacal howlings of
groes inspiring each other for the ult e
hand-to-hand fight; within, one heard the|
hysterical sobbing of Mr Hume, t}
mutterings of the Foulah servant, and the|
pattering of small debris from walls ;uull
roof as the building shook wunder _the
sledge-hammer blows of bullets traveling
at a high velocity. Luckily, as Warden
had pointed out, the front of the mission-
house faced the river, and there was no
firing from that quarter as yet. The ver-
anda was approached by a double stair-
case which mounted from each side
met at a small landing, whence haif
dozen steps led to the level of the upper
floor. As both” sections of the stairs pro-
jected ‘beyond the line of the building
their comparatively thin boards were be-
ing constantly ripped and split by the
leaden missiles that hurtled in from both
flanks.

outsider by

f

tune

(To be Continued)

“T've got the dyspepsia. I over-ate to-
day.” “Don’t you know better than to
do that?’ Yes; I know better, but the
department store restaurant had a bar-
gain sale of pie.”’—(Louisville Courier-
Journal).
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arl f

aphed to relatives here that

eary found nothing to indicate that Dr.|

reached the pole. The Roosevelt
as in good condition and the crew- all|
ht, wired Captain Bartlett also and he
1at the schooner Jeanie, carry-|

s for the expedition, met them |
t of Greenland.
south the Roosevelt passed Etah
pernavik, Greenland, where Di.
had preceded Peary.

| e Roosevelt tonight is bound for
Chateau Bay, Labrador, Peary and |

| party on board, )}'here ig due tomor-

| row. Chateau DBay I northwest of

[ Castle and Henley Islands, on the north-
{ ern shore of Belle Isle Straits and due
| cast of Belle Isle.

“Oh, Mabel! I am in an awful |
I've quarrelled with Harry and
I me to send his ri i
| M “That’s too bad.” Be “But

| that 1sn’t the point. I've forgotten which
| is his ring.”’—(Kansag City Journal).
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