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> ¥ in search
Report of WW. E. Cormack’s Joubney, in searc
D}}M(‘ Red Indians in JVru'_/'oynd.’mz:l.—l?;u{l
bofore the Bwothick Institution at St John's
Newfoundland.

.Punsp.v\.\{r 10 special ET“}'OET.’S R il
this Institution was held at St.Jo L
. 3 99 . the Hon. A. W. Desbar-
day ef January, 1829 ; t Sl s
res, Vice Patron, in the Chair. Lhe &l elitels
Chairman stated, that the primary mo%nel\ 4
led to the formation of the Institntion,was the de-
e ;
¥ . nication with, and pro-
sire of opening a commu bR
moting the civilization of the Red Ind
Newfoundland, and of procuring, if possible, an
hentic history of that unhiappy race of people,
AU 'e?] hat their language, customs, and pur-
Toapeintl trasted with those of other
BusRmigbt Dol S N tllakein
tribes of Inlians and nations ;  that,Sin following
up the chicfobjcct?flhe In_smutlon, it was qntli
cipated that much lnform:\uon' would be oul‘mnm.
rn;[)ecti"g the natural pfnducllm\s of the Island;
the interior of which 1s Icgs kno‘wn xh:m' any
other of the British Pos;essmns m-ruzu}.. I‘hc}r
excellent President, keeping all these ou)cclsh in
view, bad permitted nothing worthy of searc "Ixo
escape his scrutiny, and consequently a very x;«x le
field of information was now mtrodgccd to t 1(-:|r
notice, all apparantly highly interesting and Uhes
ful to society, if properly culh.vated. He \.\aS
aware of their very natural ansiety to hear from
the President an outline of his recent expedition,
and he would occupy their attention farther only
by observirg, that the purposes of the present
meoeting would be best nccumphs]?ed by raking in-
to consideration the different subjects recommen-
ded to them in the President’s report, and passing
such resolutions as might be considercd necessary
to govern the future proceedings of the Institution.

The President,W. E. Cormack, Esq. then laid
the following statement before the meeting :— '

Having so recently re::Jrned‘, I will now on!y
lay before you a briefoutline of my expedition in
search of the Bwothicks, or Red Indians, c'o_nﬁn-
ing my remarks exclusivgly to its prinmry object.
A detailed report of the journey will be prepared
and submitted to the Institution, whenever I
shall have leisure to arrange the other interesting
materials which have been collected.

My party consisted of three Indians, whom-I
procured from among the other different tribes,
viz, an intelligent and able man from the Abega-
kie tribe, from Canada, an elderly Mountaineer
from Labrador, and an adventurous young M
mack, a native ofthis Island, together with myself.
It was difficult to obtain men fit for the purpose,
and the trouble attending on this prevented my
entering on the expedition a month earlier in the
season. It was my intention to have commcnc?d
our search at YWhite Bay, which is nearer the
nerthern extremity of the Island, than where we
did, and to have travelled southward. But the
weather not permitting to carry my party thither
by water, after several day’s delay, I unwillingly
changed my line ofroute. ’ :

On the 3]st of October, 1828, we entered the
conntry at the mouth of'the river E:\:plons, on the
worth side, at what is called the Northern Arm,
We took a north-westerly direction, to lead us
to Hall’s Bay,which place we raached through an
almost uninterrupted forest, over a hilly country,
in eight days. Thistract comprehends the coun -
try interior from Now Bay, Badger Bay, Seal
Bay, &c. these being minor Bays included in
Green or Notre Dama Bay, at the North east
part of the island, and well kngwn ta have been
always heretofore: the summer residence of the
Red Indians.

On the fourth day afier onr departure, atthe
<ast end of Badger Bay, Great Lake, at a portage
known by the name of Indian Paih, we fuu.nd ura-
ces made by the Red Indians f:vi:!en‘.!y in lh.e
spring or summer of the preceding year. Their
party had had-two canoes ; and here was a canoe
2eat, on which the daubs of red ‘ochrc, fmd the
roots of trees used to fasten or tie it together, ap-
peared fresh. A canoe-rest is simply a few beams
snpported horizentally, about five feet from the
ground by perpendicular posts. A party with Lwo

woes, when descending from the interior to the
one canoce resting, bottom up, on this hind of
frame, to protect it from injury by the weather,
until theirreturn. Among other things which lay
strewed ahout here, were a spear-shalt, eight fect
in length, recently made aud ochred, parts of old
canoes, fragments of their skin dresses, &c. Ior
some distance around, the trunks of many of the
‘birch, and of that species of spruce pine, called
here the Var, (Pinur Balsamifera), had been
rinded ; these people using the inner part of the
bark of that kind of tree for food. Some of the
cuts in the trees with the axe, were evidentally
madg ihe preceding year. Besides these we were
slated by other encouraging signs. The traces
left by the Red Indians are so peculiar, that we
were confident those we suw here were made by
them. .

This spot has been a favorite place ofsettle-
ment with these people. It is sitnated at the com-
mencemert of a portage,; which forms a commuui-
cation by a path between the sea-coast at Badger
Bay, about eight miles to the north-east, and a
chain of lakes extending westerly and southerly
from hence, and discharging themselves by a ri-
vulst into the river Exploits, about thirty mileg
from its mouth. A path also leads from this place
to the lakes, near New Bay to the Eastward.—
Here are the remains of one of thair villages,
whers the vestiges of ecight or ten wiater mama-
leeks or wigwarms, each intended to contsn: from
six to eighteen or twenty people, are distinctly
seen close together. . Besides these, there are the
remains of a number of summer wigwams. Eve-
ry winter wigwam has close by if'a small square-
mouthed or oblong pit, dug into the earth, about
four feet deep, to preserve their stores in. Some
of thess pits were lined with birch rind. We dis-
covered also in this villaga the remains of a va-
pour bath. The method used by the Beothicks to
raise the steam, was by pouriug water on large
stones made very hot for the purpose, in the epen
air, by burning a quantity of wood around them
after this process, the ashes were removed,-and a
hemispherical frame work, closely covered with
skins, to exclude the external air, was fixed over
the stones. The patient then crept in under the
skins, taking with him a birch-rind bucket of wa-
ter, and a small bark dish to dip it out, which,
by pouring on the stones, enabled him to raise the
steam at pleasure.*

At Hall’s Bay we got no useful information
from the three (and the only) English familics
settled there. Indeed we could hardly have ex-
pected any ; for these and such people, have been
the unchecked and ruthless destroyers of the tribe,

theremnant of which we were in search of, Af-
ter sleeping one night in a house, we again struck
into the country to the'Westward.

In five days we were on the high lands south of
*White Bay, and in sight of the highlands east of
the Bay of Islands,on the west coast of Newfound-
lind, The country south and west of us was low
and flat, consisting of marshes, extending in sou-
therly direction more than thirty miles. In this
direction lies the famous Red Indian’s Lake. It
was now near the middle of November, and the
wister had commenced pretty severely in the in-
terior. The country was every where covered
with snow, and, for some days past, wo had walk-
ed over the small ponds on the ice. The summits
of the hills on which we stood had snow on them,
in s)me places, many feet deep. Thedeer were
Mmigrating from the rugged and dreary mountains
inthe north, to the low and mossy barrens, and
more woody parts in the south 5 and we inforred
thut ifany of the Red Indians had been at White
Bay durin

_

g the past summer, they might be at

, a meeting of
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*Since my return,
Indian woman,
bath is chiefly u

Ilearn from'the captive Red
Shannandithit, that the vapour
) sed by old people, and for rheu-
matic affections, Shannandithit is the survivor
of three Red Indian females, who were taken by

or rather who gave themselyes up, exhausted with
hung.cr, to some English furriers, about five years
ago, in Notre Dame Bay. She is the only one of
that tribe in the hands of the Erglish, and the on-
ly one that has ever lived so lukng among -ll‘mm

It appoars extraordinary, and itis to Lg rc"x;et:
ted, that this woman has not been taken carg of

noc noticed before in a manner which the pecuIm;
And Interesting circumstances connectod wich her

trive and herself would have led us to expect,

that time stationed about the borders of the low
tract of country before vs, at the deer passes, or
were employed somewhere else in the interior
killing Jeer for winter provisioN. At these passes,
which are particular places in the migration ]inCS
of path, such as the extreme ends of and strm“ghls
in many of the large lakes--the foot of vAul.c)'s
between high or rugged mountains—fords 1n the
large rivers, and the like—the Indians kill great
numbers of deer with very little trouble, during
their migrations. We looked out for two days
from the summits of the hills adjacent, trying to
discover the smoke from the camps of the Red In-
Jians—but in vain. These hills command a very
extensive view of the country in every direction.

We now determined to proceed towards the
Red Indian’s Lake, sanguine that, at that known
rendezvous, we would find the objects of onr
search.

Travelling over such a country, except wlen
winter has fairly setin, is truly laborious.

In about ten days we got a glimpse of this beau-
tifully majestic and splendid sheet of water. ‘I he
ravagesof fire which we saw in the woods for
the last (wo days indicated that man been
pear. We looked down on the lake, from xhc‘
! hills at the porthern extremity, with feelings of
anxiety and admiration. No canoe could be dis-
coverad moving on its placid surface, in the dis-
tance. We were the first Europeans who had
seen it in an unfiozen state, for tbe three former
parties who had visited it before, were ncre in the
winter, when its waters were Irc-zen.au‘d covered
over withsnow. Thoy had reached it from below
by way of the River Exploits on the ice. \‘\e
approached the lake with hope and caution, but
found to our moitification, that the Red Indians
had deserted it for some years past. My party
had been so excited, so sanguine, and so determi-
ned to olitain an iuterview of some kind with
thesc people, that, on discovering l._?m appearan-
ces every where aronnd us, that the Red Indians—
the terror of the Europeans as well as the’other
Indian inhabitants of Newfoundland—no longer
cxisted, the spirits ofone and all of ts were very
deeply affected. The old mountaineer was parti-
cularly overcome. There were every where in-
dreations that this had long been the central and
undisturbed rendezyous of the tribe,when Lh_ey( !!ad
enjoyed peace and security. But Ulgse primitive
people had abandoped it, afier having been tor-
mented by parties of Europeans during the last
18 yoars. Fatal recontres had, on these occasi-
ons, unfortunately taken place. £

We spent severat melancholy days wandering
on the borders of the east end of the lake, survey-
ing the various remains of what we now contem-
plated to have been an unoffending and cruelly ex-
tirpated people. - At several places, by .the mar-
gin of the lake, are small cluslcr; of summer and
winter wigwaws in rnins.  One difference, among
others, between the Beeothick wigwams and_lhose
of other Indians, is, that in most of the former
there are small hollows, like nests, dug in the
earth around the fire place, one for each person to
sit in, These hollows are generally so close to-
vether, and alsoso cluse to the fire pl:\c'c. and to
the sides of the wigwam, that I think itprobuable
these people have been accustomed to sleep in a
sitting position. - There was one wooden building
constructed for drying -and smoking venison in,
still perfect, also a. small log honse, in a dilapita-
ted condition,which we 00k to have beel} a store
house.  The wreck of a large handsome birch rind
canoe, about twenty-two feet in length, compara-
tively new, and certaiply very little used, 1;§y
thrown np among the bushes at the beech. We
supposed thut the violence of a storm had rent it
in the way 1t was found, and that the people who
were in it had perished ; for the ‘iron nails, of
which there was no want, all remained in it. Had
there been any survivors, nails being much prized
by these people, they never having held inter-
caurse with Europeans, such an article would
most likely have been taken out for use again.—
All the birch trees in the vicinity of the like had
been rinded, and many of them of the spruce fir
or var (Pinus Bulsumifera, Canadian balsam-
tree,) had the bark taken off, to use the inner part
for food, as noticed before.

Their wooden repositories for the dead are
what are in the most perfect state of preservation.
These are of different constructions, it would ap-

PSArpdegording to the rank of the persons entomb-
€L DY €121t ot urne; gy 1our- v iy gev e
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the centre, floored with squared poles, the roof
covered with rinds of trees, and in every way
well secured against the weather inside, and the
intrusion of wild beasts, there were two grown
persons laid out at-full length on the floor, the bo-
dies wrapped round with deer-skins. One of these
bodies appeared to have been placed here not long-
er than five or six years. We thouglht there were
children laid in here also. On first opening this
building, by removing the posts which formed the
ends, our curiosity was raised to the highest
piteh 5 bat what added to our surprise, was the
discovery of g white deal coffin, containing a ske-
leton neatly shrouded in white muslin. "Afler a
long pause of corjecture how such a thing exist-
ed here, the idea of Mary March occurred to one
of the party, and the whole myslery was at once
explained.®

*it should be remarked here, that Mary DMarch,
so called from the name of the month in which
she was taken, was the Red Indian female who
was captured and carried away by force from this
place by an armed party of English people, nine
or ten in number, who came up here in the month
of March, 1809. = The local government authori-
ties at that time did not foresee the result of offer-
ing a reward to 6ring a red Indian to them.
Her husband was cruelly shot after nobly making
several altempts, single-handed, to rescue her
from the eaptots, in defiance of their fire-arms and
fixed bayoncts, His tribe built this cemetry for
him, on the foundation of his own wigwam, and
his bady is one ofthose now init. The followina
winter, Captain Buchan was sent to the River
Exploits, by order of the local government of New-
foundland, to take back this woman to the Lake
where she was captured, and if possible, at the
same time, to open a friendly intercourse with
her tribe ; but sKe died on board Capt. Buchan’s
vessel, at the mouth of the river. Capt. B. how-
ever, took up her body to the Lake, and, not
meeting with any of her peopley left it where they
were afterwards likely to meet with it. It a;;-‘
pears the Indians were this winter encamped on
the banks of the River Exnloits, and observed |
Capt Buchan’s party passiné up the river on the
ice. They retired from their encampments in
consequence ; and some weeks afterwards, went
by a circuitous route to (ke lake, to ascertain
what the party had been doing there. They found |
I!Iary_ DMarck’s body, and removed it from where |
Captain Bachan had left it (o where it now lies,
by the side ofher husband.

With the axception o Capt. Buchan’s
pedition, by order of the local
foundland, in the winter of 1810, to endeavour to
open a friendly-intercourse with the Red Indiaas,
the two parties just mentioned are the only two
We know of that had ever before been up to the
Red Indian Lake. Captamn Buchan at that time
succeeded in forcing an interview with the prin-
cipal encampment of these people: All of the tribe
that remained at that period were then at the
Great Lake, civided into parties, and in their
winter encampments, at different places in the
Woods on the margin of the laie. Hostages were
exchanged; but Captain Buchan had not been ab-
sent from the Indians two hours in his return to a
depot left by him at a short distance down the ri-
ver, to take up additional presents for them, when
Lhe' want of confidence in these people in the |
whites evinced itself. A suspicion spread among
them that he had gone down to bring up a rein.
forcement of men, fo take them all prisoners to the
sea-coast ; and they resolyed immediately to break
up their encampment and retire farther into the
country, and alarm and join the rest of their tribe,
who wera all at the westorn parts of the Lake.
To prevent their proceedings being known, they
killed and then cut off the heads of the two En-
glish hostages ; and, on the same afternoon on
which Captain Buchan had left them, they were
in full retreat across the lake, with baggage, chil-
dren, &e. « The whole of them aftorwards spent
the remainder of the winter together, at a ;.Ihce
twenty or thirty miles to the south-west, on the
south-east side of the lake. On C ptain Buchan’s
return tothe Lakn the next day, or the day after,
the cause .of the scene there “was ino:\'pl;cublc;
and it remained a mystery until now, when we
can gather some facts relating to these people

_f:c:n the Red Indian woman Shannandithit,

first ex-
governient of New-

In this cemelry were deposited a variety of ar-
ticles, in some instances tho property, in othérs
the representations of the property and the uten-
sils, and of the  achievements of lI_le dc_ceasud.
There were two small wooden images of a man
and woman, no doubt meant to represent*husbard
and wife ; a small doll, which we supposed to re-
present a child (for Mary March bad to leave
her only child here, which died two dfzysgﬂer
she was taken ;) several small models of their ca
noes ; two small models of boats ; an iron axe 5
bow and quiver ofarrows were placed by the sid¢
of Mary March’s husband, and two fire-stone|
(radiated iron pyrites, from which they produc
fire by striking them togeiher) lay at his head
there'were various kinds of culinary uteusils, nea
ly mwade of birch rind, and url{;unCnlud_ 5 and mp
ny other lhings,_or some of which we did not knov
the use or meaning.

Another mode of sepulture.which wo saw hee |
was where the body of the deceased had bea
wrapped in a birch rind, and, \vil){ his propert,
placed on a sort of scafiold about four feet and a
naif from the ground. The scaffold was (brmed ol
four posts, about seven feet high, fixed perpendi
cularly in the ground, to sustain a kind of crgy
five fees and a half in length by *four Win breadh
with a floor made of small squared beams, lad
close together horizontally, and on which the b-
dy and property rested. |

" A third mods was, when the body, bent tog-
gether, and wrapped in birch rind, was enclosid
in a kind of box en lho'ground. The box wms
made of small squared posts, laid on each otler
horizoutally, and notched at the corners to mae
them meet close ; it was.about four feet by thrie,
and two and a half deep, and well lined with bich
rind, to exclude the weather from the inside. The
body lay on its right side.

A fourth, ard the most common mode of buly-
ing among these people, has been to wrap the jo-
dy in birch rind, and cover it over with a lxen!‘ of
stones, on the surface of the earth,in some retired
spot ;5 sometimes the body thus wrapped up isput
a foot or two under the suiface, and the spot to-
vered with stones;in one place, where the gropnd
was sandy and soft, they appeared to have bgen
buried deep, and no stones placed over the grayes.

These people appear Lo have always shewn
great respect for their dead ; and the most re-
markable remains of them commonly observed by
Europeans at the sea-coast, are theiz burying pla-
ces. Thesa are at particular chosen spots ; and
it is well known that they have been in the ha-
bit of bringing their dead from a distance to them.
With their women they bury only their clothgs.

On the North side of the lake, opposite the ri-
ver Exploiis, are the extremities of two deer fen-
ces,.about half a mile apart, where thy lead to
the water. It is understood that they dl\"erge ma-
ny miles in north-westerly directions. Theé Red
Indians make these fences to lead and scare the
deer to the lake, during the pel‘iudlflill migration
of these animals ; the Indiaus }:en.:g stationed
looking out, when the d_ec_r get in the \f':alcr 1'0
swim across, the lake being narrow at this end,
they attack and kill the animals with spears out
of their canoes. In this way they secure their
winter provisions before the severity of the sea-

on sets in,

; There were other old remains of dificrent kinds
peculiar to these people met with about the lake.

One night we encamped on the foundation ofan
old Red Indian wigwam, on the extremity of a
point of land which juts out into the lake, and
exposed to the view ofthe whole country around.
A large fire at night is the life and soul of such a
party as ours, and, when it blazed up at L:mgs, I
could not help observing that two of my Indians
evinced uncasiness and want of confidence in
things around, as if they thought (he‘msclvs_zs usur-
pers on the Red Indian territory. From time irm-
memorial, none of the indx_an§ of le: other tribes
had ever encamped near this lake u:«zrlcssly,‘ and,
as we had now dore, in the very centre of such
a counury ; the lakeand territory adjacent having
been al\\}a)'s considered to telong exclusively (o
the Red Indians, and to have heen occupied by
them. It had been our invariable practice hith
to to encamp near hills, and bp on their summits
by the dawn of day to try to dlscoven‘ﬂle morning
smoke ascending from the Red Indians camps,
and, to prevent the discovery of ourselves, we ex-

“‘Uuronly and frail hope now left of secing the
Red Indians lay on the banks of the River Ex-
ploits, on our return to the sea coast.

The Red Indians’ Lake discharges itself about
three or four miles from its north-east end, and
its waters from the River Exploits. From the
lake to the sea-coast is considered about sevenly
miles ; apd down this noble river the steady per-
severance and intrepidity of my Indians carried me
on rafts in four days, to accomplish which other-
wise would have required, probably, two wecks,
We landed at various places on both banks of the

the Red Indians sorecent as those seen at the
portage at Badger Bay, Great Lake, towards the
beginning of our excursion, During our descent
we had Lo construct new rafis at the different wa-
terfalls, Sometimes we were carried down the
rapids at the rate of ten miles an hour, or more,
with considerable risk of destruction to the whole
parly, for wa were always together on one raft.
What arrests the attention most while gliding
down the stream, is the extent of the indian fences
to entrap the deer. They extend from the lake
downwards, continuous, on the banks of the river,
at least,, thirty miles, There are openings left
here and there, for the animals to go throughand
swim across the river, and at these places the In-

rows, spears of different kinds,
complete.dress worn by that people.
of kindling fire is

These articles, together w
of thejr langunge,

dians are stationed, and kill them in the water
with spears out of their canoes, as at the lake.

Here, then, connecting these fences with those
on the aorth-west side of the lake, is at loast fortv
miles of country, casterly and westerly,” prepared
to intercept all the deer that pass that way in
their periodical wigrations. It was melancholy to
contemplate the gigantic yet feeble efforts of a
whole primative nation, in their anxiety to provide
subsistence, forsaken and going 1o decay.

There must have been huodreds of the Red In-
dians, and that not many years ago, to havekep
up these fences and pounds. As their numbers
were lessoned, so was their ability to keep them
up for the purposes intended; and now the deer
pass the whole line uamolested.

We infer that the few of these people who yet
survive, have taken refuge in some sequestered
£pot, still in the northern parts of the island, and
where they can procure dee to subsist on.

On the 29th of November, we were again re-
turned to the mouth of the River Explois, in thirty
daysafter our departure from thence, after having
made a complete circuit of about two hundred
miles in the Red Indian territory.

I have now stated generally the result of my ex-
cursion, avoiding, for the present, entering into
any detail. The materials collected on l]ﬁis, as
well as on my excursion across the interiora few
years ago, and on other occasions, put me j
session of a general knowledg
dition and productions of N
a member of an institution
aboriginal inhabitants ofthe country in which we [
live, and to prosecute 1nquiry into the mora) cha-
racter of man in his primitive state, I can, at this
early stage of our institution, assert, trusting to
nomin'bv vague, {lmt we already possess more iuL;'ur.
mation concerning these people than has been ob-
tained during the two centuries and a halfin which
Newfoundland has been in the possession of Ey-
ropeans. But it is to bs lamented that nosy
when we have taken up thecause of a barbarousy
treated people, so few should remain to reap the
benefit of our plans for their civilization. Thein-
stitntion and it supporters will agree with e
that after the unfortunate circumstances allendin;
past encounters between the Europeans and tha
Red Indians, it is best now to employ Indians be-
longing to other tribes to be the medium of begin-
ning the intercourse we have in view ;and, indgcd ‘
I have already chosen three of the most i'xlcllinen;
meh from among the others met with in Ncwfoand-
land to follow up my search.

In conclusion, I congratulate the institution on
the acquisition of several ingenious articles
manufacture of the B&oTHICKS
we had the good fortune to ¢
excursion

n pos- |

e of the natural con-

ewfoundland ; and, as
formed to protect the |

y the |
» some of which ¢
OVer on ourrecent |
models of their canoes, bows and ar-

&e.

and also a |
i Their mods |
not only original, but, as far as |
we at present know, is peculiar te their tribe.

consisting of from 200 o

300 |

tincuished our own fire alwavs some lenath of

river, on our way down, but found no traces of

ith a short vocabulary | to us from the

\words, which ] have been enabled to rﬁllcz:f, pro[vle !
the Beeotlicks to be & fhslmct uibe from any Hts E

‘to discovered in North America. One re- |
i el istic' of their language, in|
markable characteristic of their ek ge, '
which it resembles that of Europe more t )vﬂn]."\n'_v
her Indian languages do, with “"‘,’f‘! \\ﬂ)mm
had an op]mrlunizy of comp.:mn_g I[,?—‘Ib ~“SI“ -m“]lli
ding in dipthongs. Inmy detailed _H,po'l I,' :}'vm])
prn}mse to have plates of these nrlfcle:, an ryu S0 ‘
of the like articles uséd by other tribes of {m m“s.‘
that a comparative idea may'bc formed n‘l |h.::_m 2
and, when theIndian female Shannandithit arrives ‘
in St. John’s, I would recommend that a correct [
likeness of her be taken, and be Irte?cx'\‘(:\! in the '
records of the Institution.  One of tho specimeus |
of mineralogy which we found in our excursion, |
was a block of what is called ;rAlL'I‘U(IyOT Felspar, [
nearly 4} feet in length, by {beml three fcc.L in
breadth and thickness. This is the lartest piece
of that beautiful, rock yot discovered any :vnen;_
Our subsistence in the interior was entirely ani- |
mal food, deer and beavers, which we shot.

ol

Resclved, That the measures recommended in
e President’s report be agreed to ; and that the
three mon, Indians of the Canadian :m;lv Moun-
taincer tribes, be ‘placed upon the establishment
of this Institution, to be employed under the im-
mediate direction and controul of the lProsldex:t E
and that they be allowed for their services such a
sum of money as the President may cnpmder a
fair and reasonable compensation. That it be the
endeavour of this Institution to collect every use-
ful information respecting the natural productions
and resources of this island, and from time to time,
to publish the same in its reports ; That the in-
struction of Shanandithit would be much accel-
erated bv bringing her to St. J.ulm’g, &cl. That
the proceedings of the Institution since its esta-
blishment, be laid before II. Majesty’s Secretary of
State for the Colonial Department, by the Presi-
dent on Ais arrival in Eongland. :
(Signed) A. \V DES BA}{RRS,

Chairman and Vice-Patron.

(From the Newfoundiand Public Ledger, June 12.)

Died.—On Saturday night, the 6th instant, at
the Hospital Shanandithit, the female Ix_)diun, one
of the Aborigines of this Island, She died ofcon-
samption, a disease which seems to have been re-
markably prevalent among her tribe, and which
has unfortunately been fatal to all swho have fallen
isto the hands of the Settlers. Since the depar-
ture of Mr. Cormack from the Island, this poor
.woman has had an asyluem afforded her in the
house of James Simms, Esquire,”Attorney-Gen-
eral, where every attention has been paid to her
wants and comfort ; and, under the professional
advice of Dr. Carson, who has most kindly and
liberally attended her for many months past, it
was hoped that her health might have becn re-es-

' It seems fo be a pretiy general (vpfhi..;n, <ha
there are only twoalternatives for the Frovinces in
question ;—one is, to remain 10 connection with
the Mother Country,—the oll}cr to merge mto_Lhc
Mare Magnum of the American Lonf'cdcr':,\non.
The probability of their forming themselves into a
separate, independent nation, is seldom dwelt up-
on and hardly to be comcmplulcd.- : "

Tle maritime resources of the Uaited States at
present are limited, by climate and other cirgnm.
stances, almost exclusively to those parts of the
ocean which lie on the Atlantic coast, to the
northward and eastward of tho l)g!a\\varc; and
although these are no doubt very important, and
daily increasing, they.are inconsiderable in com-
parison with tlose furnished by the coasts of Fhe
British Provine The American maritime line
dues not embrace one third of the distance that
ours veccupies ; it possesses no single port or bay

—not even New-York—to compare in a naval
point of view, with Halifax, am! v:lr'!t)us ()l}.ler
harbours of British North America, into which
the largest line of battle ship can sail at all times

of the year, and at all times of tide. It must alsc
* S

be recollected, that the climate of the Southerr

seamen ; while the western section of the country
where the population is inaking the greatest strides

navy.

men, who crowd the shores of the British Provin
cial line of coast, are, numerically speaking, con

alluded to.

loyal to England, but heartily desirous of main
taining the union inviolate. Indeed, both they

Colonies, have abundant reason, as I shall endea
professions. :

The idea, that the United States can obtain pos
session of these Provinces by conquest, agains
question.
contingency might perhaps begin to ke though
be fully as impregnable as any part of the paren
State. |
structure of the American government are such, a
offensive hostile enterprises. The Mlitia of th

Provinces, even putting the assistance of regula
| troops out of the question, is in every respect a

ficult to subdue.

tablished. Lately, however, her disease had be-
come daily more formidable, and her strength had
rapidly declined, and, a short time since, it was
deemed advisable to send her to the Hospital,
where her sudden decease has but too soon fulfil-
led'the fears that were entertained for her. With
Shunandithit bas probably expired nearly the
last of the Native Indians of the Island ; indeed,
it is considered doubtful by .some whether any of
them now survive. Itis certainly a matter ofre-
gret that those individuals who have interested
themselves most to support the cause of science
ana humanity, by the civilization of these Indians,
should have so unfortunately failed by this sudden
termination of their hopes. They have, however,
the satisfaction ‘of knowing that their object has
been to mitigate the sufferings of humanity, and
that, at lsast, they have ¢ endeavored” to pay a
portion of that rmmense debt which is due from
the European seitlers of Newfoundland to these
unfortunate Indians, who have been so long op-
pressed and porsecuted, and are, finally, almost
extermiuated.
e ———es
THE.CANADAS.
[From Caplain Hall's Travels.]

Before taking a fial leave of the British North
American Provinces, I think it rightto say a few
words in answer to two questions that have fre-
quently been put to me both.in America, and at
home. 3

Of what use are these Colonies to England 2

Of what use js England to the Colonies ?
would lead me TRty gFaaTer tengnr tifdt-qugstions
sent contemplate, and might probably carry me
beyond my depth ; for I had not a full opportunity

nists to be thoroughly loyal, which I believe the
)
any chance of foreign conquest is altogether vi
| sionary.
I lonial policy 1s persevered in, they will find mor

selves and to us, besides discovering more roaso

we shall commonly find a great misnomer.

once be changed. I do not now ask whether sue

land, to find the naval resources of the Unite

I am sure, if stated fairly, would inducé man

possessions than they niow are suppesed to be:

of nations® isnot to be balanced like a merchant
account—so many pounds debtor, and so man
pounds creditor.
is bol

pend, but of what we keep. And who

ve Ivis i o
tively trivial saving of m

the foundations of the wooden
verbially the safeguard of o

onvy,

...... S L S

ur Island. Besides a

of examining this important topic on the stop.
The following sketch however, may help to direct
the enquiries of persons who have leisure to pur-
sue the subject further.

In order to show that the Colonies in question’
are of gredt value to England in a maritine and
commercial point of view, it is ouly necessary to
mention the fact, that in the year 1823, out of the
two millions of tons ofshippmg which entered the
several ports of the United I{ingdum, (strictly,
2,084,357,) "upwards of four huudred thousand
tons, (strictly, 400,841,) or more than one fifth of
the whole, (were from the North American Colo-
nies, and exclusively British.*)

At present, we enjoy not only the privilege of
supplying the Provinces with English goods, but
through them, itis generally believed, a large and
Increasing quantity of our manufactures is intro-
duced into the United States. It is utterly im-
possible, indeed, for the Government of that
Courtry, or that of England, to prevent, or even
seriously to check, such importations, as long as
British vessels have free access to the Ports. of
Nova-Scotia, New-Brunswick, and Canada.

Independently of this extensive outlet for the
manufactured goods of England, the intercourse
carried on between these Colonies and Groat-
Britain employed in the year 1828, no fewer than
eighteen thousand seveu hundred and fourteen sea-
men.

In the same year, 1828, the total amount of
British tonnage employed in trading with the Uni-
ted States was but little more than eighty thou-
sand, (strictly, €0,158,) and the number of seamen
employed was three thousand six hundred and
forty.six: 8o that our trade with the North
American:Colonigs alone, occupied five times as
much tonnage, and more than five times as many
British seamen, as the whole intercourse which
we enjoyed in our own ships with the United
States.

I know that it has been often urged, that the
export of British Goods to the United States is
infinitely greater now than it was to the Colonies
before they revolted—and so undoubtedly it is.—
Bat people who make a stand on this position,
omit two considerations.

Judging from the progress made by Nova-Scotia,
Canada, and other remaining Provinces, since
they have been admitted to a thorough commerci-
al companionship with the Mother Country, it is
no more than fair to infer, that if the old Colo-
nies, now forming the United States, had been |
originally treated in the same liberal spirit, they |
might never have deemed it their interest to with- |
draw from their allegiance. At this hour, therefore,
they might have been, if not equally populous,
perhaps-more prosperous than they now are. Such |
at least, is my deliberate opinion, afier having
visited both countries. %

The other consideration w
to forget, is, that howaver gr
of our goods to the United States may be, every |
art is used by that country to discouraga their
carriage by Biitish shipping. In spite of the doc-
trine of reciprocity, I could very seldom discover
an English flag in the forests of masts at New- |
York. What is the cause, I do not exactly knowJ

hich people are apt |
eat the mere export

—such is the fact, and the documents Just quoted
show the result.

A simihar, or rather a much g
of our largest and best of our nurser;
would therefore inevitably be sust
defection of these Color.ies.
sitation in expressing my bel
consideration alone outw
the whole expenses incur
the Provinces.

By means of our present relations with those |
countries, we command, under all circumstances
a great variety of useful supplies of timber, naval
stores, fish, and other articles, not only for our-
selves, but for theimportant colonies in the West
Jn({les, most of which we might in time of war be
obliged o procure at a great disadvantage cles-
where, if we no longer possessed the North Ame-
rican Provinces.

These ars a

es for seamen,
ained by the
And I have no he-
|
eighs by many ncgreos,\!
red by usin maintaining |

|
[
|

few of the direct benefits arising
1 ' Colonies ;—but the jndirect ones | fi
are still more important,

At the Store on the South Market 152
reater loss, ofone | ¢€ntly occupied by Mr. B. F. MaRsH.

ief, that this one | —
<

w

°
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L3, Mercantile Office, by a Young Man, who is
well acquainted with City business, and who ¢

Office of this Paper,

these considerations, 1m
that the tenure by which we hold the West Ind:
Islands, - which employed tearly three hundre
thousand tons of Brifish shipping, and fifice
thousand seamen annually, would be great!
weakened by the abstraction of those norther
Proviuces, from which th
rived.
foundland or Labrador fisheries, those
series of seamen ; because their advantages ar
Yet it should not beforgotton, that if the Britis

can Union, it is more than doubtful whether thes
Important maritime advanta
er shared by foreign nations.

the British provinces are Jjust emerging from
state of infancy, or rather of youth-—that.their num
bers are rapidly increasing—and that their deman
for English
the increase of numbers, in consequence of thei
more enlarged taste and greater desire for refine
ments which have been fostered under a gocd Go

rapidly increasing wants, it must be recollected
give constant employment to whole fleets of Brit

ish ships, afford a vent for British manufactures |

of almost boundless extent and tend to bind al
parties more closely together.

The benefit arising to England from hav
ready an outlet for her sur
Colonies afford

emigration is more than equally sh
Colonies. It would certainly be a source of mor-
tification to us, to see all our emigrating fellow
subjects relinquish their alle,
citizens of another country. At present, how-
ever, we have the satisfaction to think that the
great body of the emigrauts who leave our shores
not only remain loyal and true to us in the pro-
vinces, but became a source of wealth and politi-
cal strength to those important outworks of the
Empire—redoubts, as they may be called in the
language ofﬁ;rriﬁcnlirms,——by which the traver-
ses of the besiegers are kept at a respectable dis-
tance from the citadel.

Under judicious management, therefore, on the
part of the mother country, these important Colo-
nies, which are becoming more important every
hour, may not only be made more useful; as nomi-
nal dependancies, but in a negative point of view
—as politically detached from the United States
—even still more valuable to us.

»

* Parliamentary Paper, ordered to
on the 5th May, 1829, No. 197.
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States is not suited to the production of hardy

brings forward few of the-essential attributes of a
T 3 h gh bred sea
I'he fishermen, and other thorough ed sea

siderably greater than those ofthe American shore

Aud I'have the best authority for

stating,  that these men are not only eminently

and their superiors in riches and station in the

vour-to show by and by, for being sincere in these

the will of the Inhabitants, 1s totally out of the
If the Colonists had substantial reason
to be dissatisfied with the mother country, such a

of ; but aslong as they are treated as they have
been for some years past, they must continue to

Besides which, the genius and practical

to render the country enlirely unfit to engage in

| good as that of their neighbours ; and when fight-
ing on their own soil, they would be equally dif-
With a small additional pssis-
tance, therefore, from us, and supposing the Colo-

. are, and am certain they have good reason to be,
Every day that the present friendly Co-
and more reason to be staunch and true to themn-

to rejoice that they are not what is called inde-
pendent—a term which, il we analyze it closely,

If however, we suppose the British Colonics
added to the American Union, the whole face of
the maritime affairs of that Republic would at

a change would, or would not, be for the betrer,
as respects either of the parties concarned on that
s1de of the water ; but there can be little doubt it
would be a ma‘ter of serious consequence to Eng

States trebled, if not quadrupled, av a blow,—
while our own would be diminished, if not exact-
ly in the same ratio, certainly to an amount which, |

. . !
persons, who at present think lightly of the Co- |
lonies, to consider them as much more important

We must sever forget that the ¢ cheap defence
We must look deeper into our
transactions, and not thinkalone of what we ex-

enough tosay, that iffor the sake ofa compara-
we relinquish these

walls which is pro-

ay just hint in passing

851} eir chief supplies are de-
Neither do I say any thing of the New
prolific nur-

now shared by the Americans and by the French.
provinces were to hecome members of the Ameri-
gés would be any long-

Ishall only further observe, on this point, that
goods are more than keeping pace with

vernment, and which may be expected to expand Ko 3
still more rapidly under the wise changes recently | 8nd, it is added, Austria ar
introduced into the Colonial admiuistration. These |

ing so (
plus population as these |
, i3 so familiar to every onec, that it
is indeed not to be dwelt upon, Whatever be
its amount, one thing is clear,—the advantage of
ared by the

giance, and become | they the

but this, when viewed in its proper light, is

reliance upou this guarantee, will yet bear
anted in a respectablo | him unsubdued throuch the present crisis.
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Bank of Nen-Brunshick,
Director next week,. - 4. Johnston, Esq,
DiscouNT Day - THURSDAY.
Hours of business, from 10 to 2.
U5 Bills for Discount, must be lodged with
the Cashier before3 o’clock on TUESDAY.
——ez—— !
SHavine nsurance e,
Committee of Direclors for the ensuing week :
Jouy V. THURGAK,
LI0MAS BARLOwW,
H. Jounston, Jun.
Office Hours.—From Twelve to Three,

"SATURDAY, Strr

) LATE AND IMFORTANT,—The arrival of
the Halifax Mail, this morning, putsus in pusses-
sion nfEumpeun dates to the 19th ult. brovght
by the Brig CLyDE, which arrived at Halifux
from Greenock, on Tuesduy evening last, in 32
days. The accouats received, are extremely im-
portant, as will be seen by the hasty extracis wo
have given underneath. The Russiaxs have
passed the Balkan, and are pushing on with great
force towards the plains of Adrianeple. A regular
Battle may ere long be expected, becausa the
Turxs have now no alternative, but 1o opposa
with their whole strength the iuvaders, or allow
them to overrun the country. The fute of the
present war, rests on the result of this first meei-
ing ; and should Russia conquer, no doubt is en-
tertaived but Great-Britain and Austria, and to
which may now Le added France, long jealous
of Russia, will strike in as parties, the moment
that Turkey appears in iaminent danger
wonder the Sultan appears so averse to e
on, on the basis' laid down by Russia, while be
is acquainted withthe favorabie disposition of the

1

|

|

L

European Powers, and knows they stand ready
Ui to defend his Empire. He has a right to stand

up for equitable terms—particularly as his safety
depends upon it.
t

Brrriv, Aug.
The State Gazette of this date is nearly
filled by the report sent by Gen. Paskewiich
to the Emperor of Russia, with the details
of the victory over the Seraskier of Erze-
roum, who bad 80,000 men arder his co-
mand, and over Hagki Pacha, who had 20,
000 men.  This latter corps was totally de-
feated and dispersed.
GLASCOW, Avgust 18,
More detailed accounts from the Russian
movements and victories in Armenia have
been received, which shew that these have
been most decided and impertant. The
Turkish Armies in that quarter have been
defeated and dispersed ; and Gen. Paske-
vitch is an officer too wise and decided to
suffer them to rally at pleasure.  All ac-
counts {rom the theatre of war, to the south
of the Danube, represent the advanced di-
visions of the Rassian army as being safe
across the Balkan. DMost important ac-
counts may speedily be expected from taat
quarter. The measures and movements of
the Russian armies appear most judicious
and decided. In the meantime the Sultan
continues bis resolves to resist, and turns a
deaf ear to all counsel and remonstrance,
both with regard to Russia and to Greece.
[t is on his obstinacy, and the obstinacy, and
ignorance of his people, that we ground
our anticipations of the ruin of his empire.
The recent change in the French Minis-
try has drawn from what is called the Li-
beral part of the French Press, the most
violent tirades and accusations, and the
writers distinetly set down the change as
proceeding from the intrigues and the influ-
ence ot Great-Britain, in order to injure and
to trample upon the interests and the pow-
er of France, Prince Polignac is under-
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3 stood to have similar views regarding Euro-
n [ Pe2D politics in general to those entertain-
y | €4 by the British Cubinet. Beyond this,
n | we believe, there is-neither British influence

nor intrigue in the change. In fact, the
French papers know this well, but they
take the course which they do, in order ta
kindle the hatred and resentment of the
I'rench nation against us, that they may for-
ward the ambitious schemes which we firmi-
ly believe France has, and will never cease
i to have, in view.

We are much misinformed, and greatly
mistake the political aspect of matters
Europe, if we arc not on the eve of most im-

d | portant events in all our relations with the
4 Powers of Eurcpe. In short we are to
"} have WAR,—war, in which one haif of Eq-
*| rope will be arrayed against the other haif !
War, in which Great Britain and France,
e tosupport Tur-
key and oppose Russia, in all probabi
with Prussia joined as her friend. Austria,
however, we think, will join aguinst the Ot-
toman, and come in for a share of the spoil.
We have been told that we shall very short-
Jy have a declaration from the French Go-
vernment on these important subjeets.
Accust 19.
It now appears certain that a portion of
the Russian army has crossed the Balkan,
and reached the  commercement of the
lgreat plain of Thrace. Report says that
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re mean to halt, and try the effect
gotiation. It is more likely, however,
| that they will halt only until the approach-
i ment of reinforcements, A regular battle,
{ may ere long be expected, because the
[ Turks have now no alternative but to op-
| pose their whole strength agaiost the inva-
| ders, or allow them to overrun the coun-
{ try.  On the result of this first meeting will
' hinge the fate of the war. Should -the
| Turks prevail, the Russians who have cros-
sed the Balkan must be annihilated in at-
| tempting to repass that barrier ; and should
| the Russians prevail, Great Britain assured-
‘ ly, and France and Austria in all liketihood,
will instantly strike in to aid the Turks and
| preserve from ruin their Empire. We re-
{ gard the latter case as inost likely to occur,
and therefore look forward to a general Eu-
ropean war as at no great distance. That
war, should it actually happen, will protiuce
strange events within the different States
engaged 1n it, But ss those events are
certain to occur at any rate, it matters lit-
tle by what means they are precipitated.
The Sultan is loud!y blamed for his ob-
stinacy in resistieg all overtures for Peace;

i of ne

just another proof of his great sagacity. He
has not vet been offered Peace upon any
terms which he could accept with henour,
and he knows that so long as he resists
these, he enjoys the sympathy which always
flows generously and largely towards the
oppressed, while at the same time the exis-
tence of his empire is guaranteed by the in-
terest of the Great Powers of Europe. His

Spain.—The London Literary Gazette,
ives a very flattering statement of the pre-
ent condition of Spain and its future pros-




