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"PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—FREDERICTON,
Saturday, February 15.

CENSUS OF THE PROVINCE.

The Bill for taking an account of the popula-
tion of the Province was committed, and agreed
to with amendments; after a rather lengthy, but
very desultory and uninteresting discussion.

BANKS AND BANKING.

Pursuant to the order of the day, the House
went into Comuittee of the whole on the Bill to
regulate Banks and Banking in the Province.—
Mr. J. Taylor in the Chair.

The debate on this bill occupied about four
hours, and would fill, if our abundant notes were
fully transcribed, about F1FTY foolscap pages s
but from the impossibility of printing such a mass
of matter, we shall cull from it such prominent
partsas may be included within |'Cﬂ>'()nlllblc lIEIU(S-

The bill was alinost an exact transcript of that
brought forward by the same hon. member (Mr.
Hilly last session, (with the exception of the
clauses relative to Provincial loans, &c. omit-
ted in the present hill.) and \\‘hir"n! waus then ﬁ}ll
e The princi al proy
ons of tl I, as stated by Mr Hill, are as follow:
—that all Banks hereafler to be established, or
any alteration made in their Charters,

shall be subject to the provisions of this bill; thai
no Bank shall go into operation till fifty pe:
cent. of its rn;)ii‘al be paid up in specie; thatone
moiety of the capital be paid within six months,
and the other moiety within twelve months from
time of im‘r)rl)or:lli‘;Il ; that the amount of bills
and notes in circulationshall not exceed fifty per
eent. Leyond the amount of stock actually paid
up ; that the debts of any Bank shall not exceec
twico the amount of capital stock ; that Directors
shall be liable to answer and make good excessive
issues intheir own private capacities; that Banks
shall wot engage in trade or commerce, beyonc
certain necessary limits ; that Banks neglecting
to pay their bills within fifteen days after demand,
shall be liable to pay extra interest, at the rate of
two per cent. per month ; that Banks shall al-
ways be liable to pay the original amount of any
of their notes on bills which may have been alier-
ed in the course of circulatiou ; that all weights
&e. used in Banks shall be sealed once in every five
years; that all demands on Banks shall be paya-
ble in specie, at the place where such Banks are
respectively established ; that embezzlement by
any officer of a Bank shall be deemed larceny;
that the Cashier shall make returns of the state
and condition of the Bank when required so to
do by the Lieutenant Governor or Administrator
of the Government, at least once in every month ;
that the Provincial Secretary shall furnish blank
printed forms for such returns, and publish ab-
stracts of them in the Royal Gazette, so as to
afford (requent information to the public of the
proceedings of the Bank; that the aggregate of
all debts due from Directors to the Bank, as prin-
cipals, endorsers, &c. shall never exceed 33}
per cent. of the Capital Stock; that Directors
shall be liable in their private capacity to make
good any loss arising fromofficial miemanagement;
and further, that Stockliolders shall be also liable
in the same manner, to the amount of their stock,
sueh liability to continue for one year after trans-
fer-of their stock; that on the expiration of the
Charter, Stockliolders shall be liable for the debts
of the Bank, for two years from such expiration
of Charter; that any Stockholders having in their
private capacity been compelled to pay any debts
of the Bank, shall recover, by a bill in equity,
proportional partg of such payments from the Di
rectors er other Stockholders ; that the Lieute-
nant Governor shall annually appoiot Commissi-
oners o examine thestate and condition of every
Bank, and report the same to the Legis'awre 5
and that upon complaint in writing made to any
Judge of the Supreme Court, of the neglect.or re-
fusal of any Bank to pay any of its notes, bills, or
deposits, on demand, or within fifteen days after,
such Judge shall appoint Commissioners to take
possesgion of all the Books, papers, and property
of such Bank, to settle, and wind up its affairs,
and to do all such acts as the Bank itsell might
have done, and if any surplus shall in such case
remain after payment of the debts of the Bank,
shall pay it over to the Corporation. The last
section of the bill provides, that whenever the
Charter of any Bark expires, sach Bank shall
continue ia operation two years longer, for the
sole purpose of closing its concerns.  The hon.
member, after thus enumerating the leading fea-
tures of the bill, observed that it would be quite
unnecessary at present to comment upon them all.
If the general principle of the bil! should meet the
approbation of the Comnmittee, the provisiuns, be-
ing merely for the purpose of carrying that gene-
ral principle into eflect, might be respectively
canvassed when the bill should be read section by
section. He would now read some late remarks
by Governor Carroll, of Tennesse, in his Message
to the Legislature, on the subject of Banks, which
possibly applied to the present rage for Banking
i this Province.—The hon. member here pro,~
ceeded to read the document alluded to, from
the Quebec Gazetle, of Oct. 16th, 1833, also
the report of the debates on a Bank Bill, in the
Legislature of Upper Canada, from the Quebee
Gazette of 23d Dec. 1833, and a report from the
Lords of the Treasury, on the Banks of Upper
Canada, from the Quebec Gazelte, Jan’y. 17th,
1834. From all these duocuments, the hot. mem-
ber inferred, that the pecessity of public security
in the establishment of Banks, was paramountly
considered by them all, and that the fundamental
principles of this bill were fully recognized by
them. He observed, that the various petitions
before the House in favour of New Banks, alto-
gethier omitted any allusion to the great principle
of public security, while they promivently menti-
oned the minor points of Cash credits, interest on
deposits, The latter might be a very useful
thing, as Banks would thus hecome a kind of Sa-
vings’ Banks for all classes; but he doubted whe-
ther the Scotch system of cash credits could be
carried iuto effect in this country. Karmers
could not convert their produce into cash ; they
must depend on barter, and therefore they would
be unablo to maintain a system of cash” credit.
Money might go out of the Bank by such a sys-
tem, but it would be very difficult to get it in
again.  If Banks could not make a resnlar and
reasonable return, they could not control their
own means and \\’ould.sm)n get into an embarvas-
sed state.  Under this bill, Stuckholders would
be liable for the debts of the Bank. At preseiit,
they had no responsibility, and seldom kunew any
thing ot the management of its affairs
cared about reaping a good dividend;
were,made responsible, they would car
the management of their Bank.
present had no controul over the proceedings of
Banks in this Province : thisbill would give them
such controul, and would afford every necessary
eecurity. The hon. member here commented on
the B-l'nkrup(cy of the Eastport Bank, in illustra-
tioo of the necessity of such contronl, and of care-
fully guarding all exclusive privileges. The prin-
eiples of this bill had been fully recognised by
the communication from the Lords of the Treasu-
rv to Upper Canada, by the Legislature of that
Provinee, and by various States in the Union ;
u_ml the only question now was, whether this Pro-
vince should adopt a similar principle.

Mr. Kinnear opposed the bitl.  Its principles
were only to be applicable to banks frereafier to
pe established, or to others having their capital
increased. Ifthe !)il! were merely intended (o ;2\~
pose salutary restrictions on all banks indiscrimi-
?:\‘::ti,'l,"z;ui}:? give full security to the public, he

: Ject to it; but it would be very sin-
gular indeed, if a bill should pass to impose these
re.i:e‘f,l("}?jna"o?‘llj\!:w.rg b:m.kvs_,.lz(md to suffer the

ong enjoyed an lln)rivalln:lu:“u g, Jomeh ‘hﬂd s
stand as an exception to etll it M
i v e general rule. Ifany
restrictions to banking in (his countr were ue-
cessary, let them be applied to ol b'mksy &letj A
tice be done to the universal cry for one aore oy
He tho’t the application ol'lhyb~ k',e ek
r; K \ e banking principles

ofthe United States to this provine o Pe
. = \ e wholly wrong

The United States, with respect to 4 d
whh commercial

prosperity, politics, population, &c were far dif.
ferently situated from this P,rovix'\ce X ’i“;; )
corporutions of every kind grew up like mer,e,
rooms in every direction; because ever meuuf) ¥
and every branch of the Legislature \vzs whl I‘I’r
dependent on the will of the people, and what PLy
the will of the people demanded n:xust be i‘meu‘xel
diately conceded. In the United States, al o
. 3 4 50

great and serious evils had arisen from lhe,mulli‘
plicity of banks; the failure of the East rt b k.

was one of them ; and therefore the Lpo. -
egislature

had been compelled to regulate them by a general
enactment. But there wns nothing in that which
‘;’r%l:li:efomg;:: 1‘|:mh :he state of things in this
Tk o aaite b ere had for a long time been
bad o ) v any consequence, and that bank

» on the whole, got on pretty well. It had
awply remunerated its proprietors, and was in a
Proxperous state.  But should the eyils arising

ssed and repor ted.

having

&
<

XC.

; they only
but if they
eﬁllly watch
The public at

K.
“lpursued by the Bank of New-Brunsw

{from such an over abundance of banks a3 existed
in the United States, prevent the House froin es-
tablishing one more in this Province ? He thought
it should not; and he was sorry his hon. ﬂnz.! learn=
ed friend had been induced to bring in a bill con-
taining so many restrictions to clog :"llld fetter
all future Banks in this Province. The wealth
of this Province did not consist in specie; but
surely there was wealth enough to support two
Ban it another was es}nbliahcd, the ?ro-
vincial prosperity would be increased by it.—
This bill was u!>_§vmiunnhlc on ;\nmh(?r ground.
If it were passed, it would render particular pro-
visions in future Bank Bills so unoecessary, that
whenever the House might be called upon to es-
tablish another bank, a bill of very few words
would eflect the object. Often it was the case,
that when a thing was conveyed in a very brief
compass, it received but very slight consideration,
and went more speedily into operation; therefore,
if so few words would be requisite to create a
hank, and the thing could so very easily be ef-
ected, the very same evil as now existed in the
United States might soon be caused by the ope-
ration of this bill, because banks might start up
in every direction.  The Bill provided, that no
Bank should wake loans on pledge of its own

< Now that had been ihe system so long
K, and he
(Mr. K.) had never heard of any difficully at-
tending it. This provision went to the very root
of the system adopted in St Joho, and which had
so well been acted on hitherto, and yet it wasnow
1o be swept away by one clanse. The hon. mem-
ber thought there would be great difiiculty in ma-
king Stockhclders liable for the mismanagement
of Directors, Suach an enuctment would so cramp
and fetter all futare banks, that no persons would
be willing to hecome Stockholders; besides the
difficulty of ascertaining what set of Directors had
been guilty of’ mismanagement, and, therefure,
what particular Stocs holder should be responsi-
ble. - Such an enactment would only give rise to
frequent and long Chancery suits, and to great
inconvenience. Again, the clause providing for
the payment of heavy interest by the bank, or
payments neglected for fifteen days afier demand,
would, he feared, be a very difficult provision.
Was it ever heard, that any bank had so ne-
glected payment, without being actually Bank-
rupt 2 It would be most singular, if such a thing
should bappen; because, from the moment a bank
refused 1o pay any of its notes, it ought to be con-
sidered as Bankrupt. He conld not go with any
clause to alter that principle.  Rut the hon. mo-
ver seemed to think, that Stockhelders ran no risk
of loss at all, butcould only gain. Certainly, they
would gain while their bank was well managed ;
there was nothing to be apprehended from the
principal of banking, unless bad management
caused danger, and it would be strange indeed if
there should be such bad management, as to incu
a risk of any very serious loss.  Bat sull there
was a possibility of it, and therefore it was fair
to presume that Stockholders always did run some
risk. Should the bank be injured or broken,
they must then suffer loss, and therefore they al-
ways incurred a risk. He thought Mr. Hjll’s
observation relative to the petitions quite uncalled
for. It was plainly stated on the face of the new
Bank petition, that the petiticners asked (ur the
establishment of a bank exactly on the same foot-
ing as the old one.  There was no disguize or de-
coption. They simply asked that which had be
fore been granted to others. There was nothing
whatever in the petition that couid be construed
into a desire not to aflord the public every secu
rity. They bad not pledged themselves (o esta
blish the Scotch system; they bad only said they
would adopt it so far as would be practicable and
suitable to the country.  The eflect of this hill
would only be to incamber the operation of any
new banl, and he, (Mr. K.) therefore, could not
consent to its being read section by section. Lel
the two banks go into operation, on exactly
equal footing ; let both run together ; and
that, if it should be found that the competition,
now considered as most desirable, was ruining the
public, destroying trade, putting down conimer-
cial enterprise, &c. then let this bill be bro’t for-
ward, and bothbanks be together annihilated. But
he (Mr. K.) earnestly hoped sugh effecis would
never be witnessed in this Province.

Mr. Hill replied at considerable length to M.
Kinaear, and in doing so, admitted that all were
entitled to equal privileges; but contended, that
if that argumeat were good for any thing, it
would equally apply to all future banks as to the
one now contemplated, and therefore all might
claim to be established on the same footing as the
present one, with as little security to the public.
But ifthe system was wiong, it should be altered ;
now was the proper time to do it, when additions
to banking capital were sought. = The hon. mem-
ber then proceeded to contend for the necessity of
public controul over banks, and of responsibility
in proprietors; and in reply to Mr. Kionear’s ob-
servations relative to the shortness of future bank
bills, &e. said, that the hon. member should re-
member, that if thisbill should pass, all such par-
ticular bills must refer to its general principles,
and all would then be placed on an equal footing.
With respect to the old Bank, it would be break-
ing faith with that corporation to affect it by this
bill, unless an alteration of its capital were made.
He (Mr. H.) would be very glad to bring al

banks under itsoperation, but it was a very deli-
cate thing to interfere with chartered rights. No
reason had been urged, to shew why a system
found so beneficial in the United States, should
not be equally useful here; on the contrary it came
recommended {rom the Lords of His Majesty’s
Treasury, and was about to be adopted in Upper
anada.  This bill should be determined solely
on its own merits, and he (Mr. H.) would place
it on that jssue ; if its principles were desirable
it was the duty of the House to introduce themn
into all future banking operations. He expected
more bauks would svon be applied for; a New
Bank 10 St John was already in contemplation;

Fredericton demanded a Branch, and no doubt
Miramichi would soon feel a similar desive.
Banking capital would soon increase, and in time
the whole currency of the country would be under
the influence and operation of banks. It was
therefore of the greatest importance to preserve
the currency in a healihy state; the example of]
Nova Scotia was sufiicient to prove that; the ve-
ry moment New Banks were established, their
paper would become the circulating medium of
the couatry. and it ought, therefore, to be regula-
ted go as to be safe and vseful to the cmmtry." In
answer to the observation, that nobody would
take stock under'such a law, he would inform the
hon, member, that a new Charter had alveady
been applied (or by the people of Eastport, and
$10,000 of the Stock had been subscribed for in
Saint Anclrevs. ‘People knew the conditions of
the law and the responsibility attached to it, and
were therefore prepared to act accordingly.

Mr. Simonds bad always thought Banks in ge-
neral more pernicious than beneficial. He might
be wrong, but such was his opinion. He bad,
however, no objection to chartering another
Bank, with sufficient security to the public. He
was inclined to go witls the provisions of this bill
generally ; many of them appeared to be very good,
and very applicable to this Proyince. His hon.
colleague hud contended, (hat because one Bavk
had been establisbed on very iusecare principles,
un_ulller ought to be chartered on the Iy same
priociples, for the sake of equality, This wasno
argument. If it could be shewn that the o Bank
was not placed on secure principles, iv was the
‘oopnden duty of the House to establisly better
principles. It would be very desirable to bring

then crery care shauld ba taken i provide for
the public security, and to prevent the ruinous
effects of broken banks.

Mr. Street said, the simple question now was,
as to the principle of this bill, but hon. members
had wandered all through its details. He was fa-
vourable to the bill, and thought now was the
proper time for introducing it. The question
was, whether the subject of this bill required le-
gislation; whether any regulation was necessary,
to affect future Banks. If it was, this was the
time to effect it. The House should not wait till
many Banks were established, and the dapger in-
creased; but should at once guard against the
mischief which otherwise might ensue. The hon.
member proceeded to argue on the necessily of|
public security, and on the advantage of diffusing
general informatiun throughout the country, by
means of this bill, of the terms and conditions on
which nlone Banks could hereafter be established.
He thought hon. members should altogether reject
from their minds any consideration respecting
applications for new Charters: such speculations
should bave no weight in considering the princi-
ples of this bill. He had heard no solid argnment
against the propriety of this bill: the argument
respecting equality between the old and new
Bank had no weight with him; L use if the
principles on which the old Bauk was established
were inconsistent with the public safety, those
principles should certainly be amended with re-
ference to every future Bank. The only way to
do justice to the Province, was to look at the
subject prospectively, and to pass such measures
as would secure the public safety. If failures
from the great number of Banks had rendered
such a law as this necessary in the United States,
that was the strongest possible argument why a
similar law should be passed here, to prevent the
like evils arising from the llke cause. To put
both Banks on the same footing, and then to
wait for the effects, would be like saying to a
drowning man, ¢ Drown first, and then we will
help you out.”—This was the proper lime to
pass such a salutary law, for the regulation of all
Banks in future; and he hoped, therefore, it
would be adopted.

Mr. Partelow entirely agreed in the sentiments
uttered by Mr. Street. The question now, was
not, whether a new Bank should be established,
but whether the safety of the public, under the
provisions of the present Charter, was so well
secured, as to render no further security necessa-
ry.—He thought there could be but one opinion,
that the present principles of the banking system
did not afford sufficient security. Tlie hon. mem-
ber then proceeded to contend for a greater lia-
bility in Stockholders than under the present sys-
tem; and asked, what security to the public was
afforded by the present Bank Charter? There
was nothing to prevent Stockholders throwing in
Stock-notes and taking all their mouey out of the
Bank. This fact was particularly adverted to
last year, and salutary provisions introduced into
the bills then before the House, both relating to
this and other necessary amendments; and he
(Mr. P.) was sure, that the public would be bet-
tev satisfied if such guards were carried into ef-
fect.—The hon. member then enumerated various
provisions of -the bill, and added his approval of
them, and expressed his hope that the general
principles of this bill would meet with the appro-
bation of the Committee.

Mr. Slason briefly supported the bill, and also
stated his determination, in consequence of the
general expression of popular opinion, to support
the New Bank Bill.

Mr. Allen opposed the biil, because it would
preven( equality between the old and new Bank.
The bill could not have an ¢ er post fucto”
operation; the present charter could not be alter-
ed, and therefore the new Bank Rill would be
must unfavourably operated upon by this bill, if
passed.

Mr. Gilbert supported the bill.—Mr. S. Hum-
bert and Mr. Wyer opposed it on the same
grounds as Mr. Allen.—Mvr. Clinch and Mr.
Vail supported the bill.

Mr. Chandler opposed it, solely on the grounds
that it was unfair to clog the progress of the new
Bank bill by passing this; that all its salutavy
provisions couid be incorporated in that bill; but
that i( this should be passed, that bill must be
cut down to almost nothing, and made dependent
on this, and then the other branch of the Legis-
lature would be in the same dilemma as last year,
relative (o the old and new Bank bill ; they would
be obliged either to pass both or none. .

Mr. Simonds, in reply to some extraneous ob-
servations of Mr. Chandler, expressly stated that
he should not oppose the new Bauk bill; but
ehould give way to the general expression of
public sentiment in its favour,

Mr. Partelow also wished it to be clearly un-

derstood, that he did not intend to oppose the
New Bank bLill; and that if he thonght the pre
sent bill would at all bave the effect of in any de-
gree cramping the operation of that bill, he would
immediately oppose its further progress. He
cared not whether this bill passed at all, so long
as the ary principles of it were incorporated
in the New Bank bill; and if the same principles
could be introduced into the bill for increasing
the Stouck of the Oid Bank, he should vote for it,
Mr. Weldon briefly supported the general prin-
ciples of the bill.
Mr. Allen repeated his opposition, particularly
approving of the grounds on which Mr. Chandler
opposed the passing of this bill; and in order to
seitle the question definitively, moved that the
further consideration of the bill be postponed for
3 months.—Mr. [Hayward seconded the motion,

Mr. Scott, at considerable length, supported
the motion, and declared his conversion to the
New Bank Bill cause.

Mr. Brown reminded the Committee that this
was no new bill. It was not brought in by his
hon. and learned colleagne, with the slightest
view to impede the New Bank bill. It was the
same bill which he had brought in last session,
previous to the introduction of the Commercial
Bank Bill, and he (Mr. B.) was sure, that his
hon. colleague’s only desire was to afford the
public sufficient security against the ill effects of
too great a rage for banking.—The hon. member
then briefly declared his approbation of the gene-
ral principles of the bill, and opposed the motion
of Mr. Allen.

After some further replies, and counter-replies
fromn Messrs. Kinnear, Partelow, Chandler, Hill,
and S. Humbert,

Mr. End expressed his approbation of the bill,
and his intention to yield his private opinion in
deference to the general voice, relative to the
New Bank bill. The hon. member particalarly
replied o the arguments of some others, rela-
tive to borrowing laws from the Americans; ob-
serving that the bill contained wany very admi-
rable provisions; and if that axiom was true,
‘¢ Fas est ab hoste doceri,” he certainly thought
that to learn from the people of the U. States,
who ought not to be considered in the light of an
enemy, could be no reproach.

Mr. Hill observed, that he bad voted for the
Commercial Bank bill Jast session, and should do
30 again,

The Committee then divided on Mr. Allen’s
motion, which was lost by a majority of two : the
yeasbeing 11, and the nays 13.~Names as follow:

Yeas—Messrs, Kinnear, Wyer, 8. Humbert,
Hayward, Miles, Ward, J. Humbert, Allen,
Scott, Chandler, Smith,—11.

Nays— Messrs. Hill, Clinch, Brown, Gilbert,
Simonds, Partelow, End, Slason, Barlow, Ran-
kin, Street, Weldon, Vail,—13.

The Chairman was then directed to report pro-
gress, &c.—It being very late, some of the mem-

wly
sulut

all B;}nks under the provisions of this bill; but
how %t the old Bank could be affected by it, he
could not say. He was certainly sorry it was not
on a better too!INZ. At present,any Stcckholder
might put in his Stock-notes, and take out the
whole of his stock, so” that there really was no se-
curity to the public; and' that was his great ob-
jection to the present Charter. The hon. member
then proceeded seriatim to tou i on various de-
tails of the bill, of which he testifie.* bis approba-
tion. He did mot approve of making ,Ntockhold-
ers liable for the mismanagement of Diictors,
and thought mouthly returns too troublesome ;04
frequent. He very much approved of Stockhold-
ers being liable for debts of a Bank to double
their amount of stock, and wished the present
Bank could be rendered similarly liable, and also
wished that some other salutary provisions of this
bill could be engrafied on the old Bank Charter.
He was not at all anxious for the increase of the
stock of the present Bank ; but, if it should be in-
creased, would wish to have the Bank put on the
same footing as all other Banks, under the provi-
sions of this bill. The hon. member contended
for the necessity of public controul over all ex-
clusive privileges and powers, and hoped the
Coumittee would find it-expedient to pass this
bill, with some few amendments. If the voice of;
the people was to have its effect, there would
probably soon be several Banks: there was a
great rage for banking all over North America :
if the people had the means of eslab“sllinUbanks’l
their right to them could not be queslion‘ed; bu;x

bers left the House, immediately after the ques-
toon was decided; but immediately upon the
Spualker’s resuming the chair, and putting the
question as to the reception of the report, Mr. Al-
len move.| that the report be not accepted. The
opposite sn,'e immediately demanded a cail of the
House, and while waiting for the return of the
absent members, cousiderable skirmishing was
aguin carried on, Tlie members being returned,
Mr. Speaker put the guestion, and Mr. Allen’s
motion was again lost, 2.3 to 12.—Majority, one.
Monday, Feb»uary 17.

Pursuant to the order of twe day, the House
wel into committee of the whoy'e, In considera-
tion o1 the several Messages from MHis Excellep-
cy the Lieut. Governor.—Mr. J. JAumbert in
the Chair. ‘The first Message considvred, was
that relative vo *be paymeat of the
ESPENSES OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIK.

The debate on this subject occupied the com-
mittee upwards of three h_ours; but much of
what was said was very simii\ to what was ad-
vanced on the same point in comitice last year.

Mr. Simonds operied the discussion by advert-
ing to the message and resolution of la'st session,
and then observed, that it appeared that His
Excellency the Lieut. Governor had been ad-
vised to repeat the recommexdation, not 1a Gon-
sequence of any further instructions from the
Home Government, but merely fram the sugges-

Itherefore; the message of His Excellency, but

of his Council, or, as they might ba termed, his

Ministers. He (Mr. S.) thought that if His

Excellency had been left to himself, he would

not have made such a recommendation a second

time, after knowing the feelings of the House on

the subject. There would be a manifest impro-
priety in the House acceding to the recommen-
dation in this Message. The Councils were di-

vided about the time when the Message was first

sent down ; and by this new creation of Execu-

tive Councillors,a number of the old Legis!ativ.e

Councillors were causelessly degraded from theis

rank ; they were now no longer Executive Coun-

cillors, but were superseded in that high office

by persons, who, previously, had not been Coun-
cillors at all. This wasa very great hardship to
those Gentlemen: their feelings had been very
deeply wounded by this proceeding; and now
this measure was adopted, this proposal to pay
them, as he (Mr. S.) helieved, merely as a sop,
to allay their wounded feelings: they were to be
paid in money as a compensation for their degra-
dation. The mode in which this scheme had
been devised was most extraordinary ; perhaps
it had never been equalled in any Colony : he
[Mr. 8.] believed it was wholly conceived by a
Cabal in (his province, and that when it was
communicated to His Excellency, it was gone
too fur for him to prevent it. There was no
question in his opinion that His Excellency
would have stopped it if he had had an opportu-
nity; but it was conceived and carried into ef-
fect from mere wantonness of power; and then
pay to the Legislative'Council was proposed as
a compensation. The Hon. Mem. here alluded
1o the astonishment of Sir James Kempt at this
proceeding, when informed lately of the facts;
and commented on the different course pursued
(on a similar attempt being made in Nova Sc_o-
t1a) by Sir Peregrine Maitland, who had submit-
ted the proposal to the Legislative Council for
consideration ; and then proceeded to observe,
that in his (Mr. S’s) opinion, the whole proceed-
ing had been effected for the mere purpose of
placing a particular person at the head of affairs,
whose claims on the province he could not ascer-
tain. It was therefore totally out of the question
for the House to sanction such a procesding by
voting pay for the Legislative Council. Why
were the old Councillors reduced and degraded
from their rank? Had they been charged with
any imbecillity or misconduct? No.—Any want
of zeal or attention to duty ? No.—Any politi-
cal offences ? No. Any dishonourable conduct?
No; none. And yet this obnoxious arrange-
ment had been made, without their knowledge
or consent; all their former services were total-
ly lost sight of, and others promoted over their
heads.— W ith respect to the recommendation in
the message, his (Mr. S’&) opinion was decided-
ly the same as it was last year; that the House
could by no means comply with it. What would
be the feelings of the Legislative Councillors,
if they were offered this pay ? They would con-
sider it only as a price offered for their unme-
rited degradation; and several of them, he was
quite confident, and even authorised to say,
would spurn at it with indignation. Even those
who had been more recently appointed to seats
in that Council, had fully expected to enjoy all
the original privileges of Councillors, and they
too had been deeply disappointed by the new
arrangement. Therecould not be a single rea-
sou urged, why the House should now depart
from the course adopted last session; viz. that
it would ba inexpedient and improper to com-
ply with the recommendation. The hon. mem-
ber then submitted a resolution, to the effect,
that nothing had occurred, since last session, to
alter the opinion then expressed by the House
on this subject.

Mr. S. Humbert observed, that with respect
to the origin of this call on the House for pay
to the Legislative Council, the House could
know nothing. They could only conjecture—
they could only presume, that it had been by ad-
vice of the Provincial Ministers or Executive
Jouncil; but come from where it might, it was
before the House, and was for them now to deter-
mine upon. With regard teo the opinivn alrea-
dy expressed by the House, it might be asked,
what right had any other branch of the Legisla-
ture to suppose that they would alter their opini-
ons ? They gave not their opinion asindividuals,
liable to change; they spoke as a deliberative
body ; their opinion was fixed and determined,
and their journals expressed it. Something of
very highimportance should be oflered to induce
them to alter their opinions; and he (Mr. H.)
had seen or heard no such important reason. —
Other: Caolonies had not been called on to pay
theie Legislative Councillors, aud there was no
reason why New Brunswick should. The situ-
ation of Coencillors was of so exalted a pature,
as to render it improper in them to receive pay.
The hon, mem. then animadverted on the im-
propriety and hardship of the late measures re-
lative to the separation of the Council; and ob-
served that the Legislative Councillors had been
treated on a principle simiiar to that erroneous-
ly maintained by some men, relatlve to salvati-
on and election; that some were elected, while
the Almighty did not d—n others, but merely
passed them by :—so the Legislative Councillors
had received no censure, had been charged with
no fault, but they had been entirely passed by ;
ard now they were to he compensnted for tbe in-
jury to their reputation and feelings by an offer
of money. He (Mr. H.) hoped the house would
reject the proposition.

Mr. Kinnear did not approve the principle,
that because the House had once expressed its
opinion on w subject, it might not be liable to
change; because peculiar circumstances might
authorise and require it. On the present ques-
tion his opinion was wholly unaliered; though
he thought every message from the Executive
aught to be treated courteously and respectful-
ly.—The hon. member then at some length com-
mented on the expression in the Messages,
¢ compensation for services,” as applied to the
two Huuses, and drew the distinction between
compensation for services and for mere expen-
ses of iravelling, boarding, &c. which was all
to which the House of Assembly, (excepting the
Speaker,) were entitled, and expressed his hope
that the bill now before the House for reducing
even that allowance, would be passed. The
hon. member also showed the disparity between
the situation of the Legislative Council and the
House, the latter being composed, with three
exceptions, of persons living at a distance from
Fredericton, and obliged therefore to travel and
reside away from their homes during the session ;
while the majority of the Council were persons
actually resident in Fredericton, and incurring
no such expense; and he argued, therefore, that
such han. gentlemen would neither be entitled
to, nor would receive payment from the public.
The two Houses therefore, were not on an equal
footing in any respect; and with respect to the
President of the Counciland the Speaker of the
House of Assembly, there was an equal dispari-
ty. The latter, like other members, came from
a great distance, and incurred great expense du-
ring the session; while the former did neuther,
but received a very adequate and ample salary,
as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and as
he could not possibly sit in both places at once,
he ought not Lo receive two distinct payments.
The hop, member then referred to the decision
of last year, and to the expressions in the peti-
tion of ‘the House to His Majesty, in which the
House declured themselves deeply aggrieved by
the diyision and composition of the Councils;
repeated his conviction of the universal dissatis-
faction pceastoned by that measure; adverted to
Mr. Stanley’s reply, and argued that practical
inconvenience was not the point urged by the
House, but the injustice to individuals which
ought to be redressed, and contended that by now
granting pay to the Legislative Council, the
House would.tacitly concur in those obnoxious
measures, and admit that all their complaints on
the subject were unfounded, The principle then,
must stand now as it stood last Session; and
the-House, therefore, could not comply with the
recommendation in the Message. Thers was
aunotherimportant view to be taken, on this sub-
ject. If a Legislative Council was to be esta-
blished in any Colony, independently of an Ex-
ecutive Council, it ought to be entirely compo-
sed of persons having no connection With such
Executive Council, and receiving no pay for any
other services. It should be perfectly free and
pure from all influence and interested motives.
On this grourd, also, the Legislative Council

tions of the Esecutive Council, 1t was pots

1id not stand on tho same footing as the Houso.
Tie Members of the House were chosen by the
People; he did not wish to see the Council si-
milarly appoiated ; but he was desirous o see it,
now that it was separated from the Executive,
put on so pure and independent a footing that
it might'be wholly free from every kind of im-
proper influence. He therefore objected to
granting them pay, because some of them now
formed part of the Executive Council, and oth-
ers held offices of trust and emolument. The
hon. member procegded to contend that Legisla-

tive Councillors ought to be appointed from the
most affluent and independent members of so-
ciety, (as the Lords are at home,) and that they
should be sach men as would disdain to receive
the paltry allowance contemplated as a remu-
neration for their expenses ; and concluded by
expressing his unwillingness to comply with the
suggestion of the Message.

Mr. Chandler thovght it wholly unnecessary
to mix up the compeition of the Councils with
this guestion. That point had been taken up
last year; had been cemplained of, and the com-
plaint had been replied to, by His Majasty’s Go-
vernment, and so far there was at present an
end to it. It appeared to him that the present
arrangement of the Councils had grown oat of
what was called the Canada Committee’s Re-
port; it was only following up the spirit of that
report, and it had been adopted in both the Ca-
nadas, as well as in this Province, though it
had not been enforced in Nova-Scotia.—It was
adopted for the sole purpose of rendering Legis-
lative Councillors more independent of the
Crown, and in future they would be rendered
so. The hon. member then contended, that
every reason applicable to the payment of the
House of Assembly, was equally applicable to
paying those members of the Legislative Coun-
cil, who were independent of the Crown; and
that, neither for the one House nor the other,
could a sufficieney of talented and able men be
always found, to render their services to the
public at their own expense. Affluence, in his
opinion, was not the requisite qualification for
either House ; talent, ability and integrity were
the proper characteristics, and these could not
always be found combined with wealth. The
hon. member contended, that in a young coun-
try likc this, it was therefore proper and neces-
sary, that both Houses should be paid, in order
to secure to the public the services of those best
qualified to perform the duties of the station,—
He saw no reason why both Houses should not
be on an equal footing; the Members of both
were chiefly engaged in commercial or other re-
spectable pursuits, which rendered a considera-
ble sacrifice necessary, to enable them to attend
to their Legislative duties; and he, (Mr. C.)
was therefore inclined to take up the idea start-
ed the other day by the hon. member who had
opened this debate; that those Councillors who
were independent of the Crown, and received
no official emoluments, should receive pay.—
The hon. member concluded by insisting, that
the question of rank and precedence was one for
the consideration and remonstrance of the Coun-
cillors themselves, and that the House had now
nothing.o do with it.

Mr. Simonds as exceedingly superlative,and by
expressing his dissent from them, and particu:
larly with respect to the idea, that the division
of the Councils was chiefly for the purpose of
advancing one individual. The hon. member
thenreferred te the Journals 0f 1822, and quoted
a dispatch from the Home Government, disal-
lowing an Act which had passed both Houses,
for giving pay to the Members of both; and
thence contended, that this was not the first
time that the proposal had been made, and that
so far from refusing to accept pay, the Council
had formerly concurred in passing an Act for
that purpose. 'T'he hon. meniber insisted, that
on the principles of common justice the Legis-
lative Councillors were entitled to pay, and de

manded, what would be the condition of the low-
er House, by and by, (if they should refuse to
pay the Council,) with respect to their own pay?
He was also of opinion that the Assembly ought
to be paid; he was never over modest in that
matter ; because, by depriving them of their
pay, they wou:d deprive the people of the pow-
er of choosing such representatives as they most
approved. T'he representation would then en-
tirely be thrown into the hands of rich men;
and therefore, for the sake of keeping open the
elective franchise, the members ought to be paid;
but they certainly eught not 10 make money by
it; their expenses only should beallowed. But
how would the House be situated by and by,
by refusing the Council pay? A new House
would meer, they would send up their own pay
bill for concurrence ; no riotice would be taken
of it; and the House would find out privately
and accidentally, that the Council cid not in-
tend to pass it, till pay was provided for them
too. Thus the Legislative Council would have
a complete command and influence over the
House, by becoming their paymasters ; and
therefore, for the purpose of establishing that
principle of the constitution, that every branch
of the Legislature should be independent of the
others, the Council ought to have their pay.—
The Chief Justice and some other Councillors
perhaps, would not receive it; but there was no
reason why it should not be generally given
and let them refuse it if they pleased.

Mr. Street entered into the question at im-

mense length; but our time and limits will only
permit the Iranscription of a few of the leading
points of his speech ; especially as the argu-
ments were chiefly similar te those of hon. mem-
bars on the same side, in debase on the same
question last year. The hon. member contend-
ed that the division of the Councils was an ex-
ercise of the prerogative of the Crown with
which the House had no right to interfere ; that
the duties ol the Legislative Council, when much
more arduous than at present, had been gratui-
tously performed, by men of ability, talent, and
integrity, for nearly half a century, and that
there was therefore now no reason for pay; that
the Province had much increased in wealth,
and that there was now therefore a greater num-
ber of eligible persons to be found, who would
serve gratuitously ; that though an Act had been
passed in 1818 by both Houses, yet it had been
disallowed by His Majesty’s Government in
1822, as derogatory to the dignity of the par-
ties ; that the arguments of the hon. member for
Gloucester carried with them an apprehension
on the part of the House, that the House would
hereafter lose their pay, if they refused pay to
the Council ; that such an argument ought never
to influence the House ; and that as no other co-
lony paid their Legislative Councillors, this
Province ought not be an exception. The hon.
member, at very great length, eulogised the
Hon. Judges, and regretted their retirement
from the Council; and as he considered that the
resolution of the House ought to express the
reasons of their determination, stated that he
intended to submit an amendment to the resolu-
tion, to the effect, that, as it had been found
that men of tried worth and talent had served
the office of Legislative Councillors for nearly
fifty years, the House did not now consider it
necessary or expedient to pay them for their
services, especially as in their opinion the Le-
gislative Council ought to be composed of per-
sons wholly independent of the Crown.
Mr. End, in explanation, assured Mr. Street,
that he did not wish to hold up a cooflict be-
tween the two Houses about their pay ‘¢ in ler-
rorem” over the House; but merely to shew
that such a collision would tend to destroy that
principle of the constitution, that the various
Legislative branches should be independent of
each other.

Mr. Partelow briefly animadverted on the
wide and discursive range the discussion had
taken, and declared that nothing had been ad-
vanced to alter his former opiniou, which was
decidedly against paying the Legislative Coun-
cil.—The hon. member very much approved of
Mr. Street’s amendment.

Mr. S Humbert disapproved the amendment,
because he conceived the House was not bound
Lo state its reasons in its resolutions. The hon.
mem. also highly disapproved of Mr. Chandler’s
proposition, which he considered asan invidious
indignity towards the Council.

M. Slason briefly stated hisopinion to be ex-
actly the same as last year ; which was, in fa-
vor of paying the Legislative Council.

Mr. Clinch, at some length, spoke on the op-
posite side of the question ; but we could hear
his observations but very imperfectly. :

Mr. Allen approved of the principle on which
the Legislative Council was intended to be com-
posed ; that of independence of the Crown ; but
contended that that principle was altogether de-
parted from, by appeinting members of the Exe-
cutive to seats in that Council, which ought not
to be the case. The hon. member entirely dis-
approved of paying the Legislative Councillors;
but did not exactly like either the resolution or
the ameadment, particularly the latter, which,
he thought, expressed a great deal more than
there was any necessity for. i
Mr. Hill suggested, that if the Council were
paid at all, it ought Lo be out of the casual re-
venue ; but he could never consent to pay them
out of the funds belonging to the people.
Mr. Simonds replied at soma length to various
arguments of the opposers of the motion; and
particularly explained, that Mr, Chandler had
misunderstood his remarks the other day. He,
(Mr. S.) had merely meant to admit, that f it
was proper to pay the Legislative Council at

>

Mr. End began by styling the observations of

all, the principle should only be applicable to|
those Councillors who held no office; but he
certainly did not approve of the principle at all.
He had also no =bjection to dividing the Coun-
cils ; because he thought the Legislative and
Executive duties ought not to be united; but
he contended, that in dividing them, injustice
ought not to have been shewn to the old and
faithful Councillors.
Mr. Speaker next spake on the question; and
we regret that the late period at which he rose
prevents our doing justice to his speech, our }i-
mits being already overstepped.-—The hon.
Speaker confirmed the assertions, that no other
Colony paid its Councillors; that the services
had hitherto been well and gratuitously perform-
ed, and (hat the Canada Committee’s Report was
the origin of the present constitution of the Coun-
cils. He also animadverted on the fact, that no
grounds or reasons had been alleged by His Ma-
Jesty’s Government, for recommending pay to the
Council ; a measure which they had formerly dis-
allowed. He thought, however, that the division
of the Councils must have been adopted from a
mistaken belief, that the country desired it; and
though he could not approve of the manner in
which the Legislative Council was now compo-
sed, yet he thought the principles of common
justice required, that there should be some pro-
vision made for the members of that body. But
he could only go so far in this respect as the Go-
vernment had met the views of the country; and
he would therefore be disposed to compensate
only such Councillors as were perfectly indepen-
dent of the Crown. The hon. Speaker approved
of Mr. Chandler’s observations and proposal.

Mr. Scott thought it was very much to be re-
gretted, that the hon. and learned members of
the House, with all the advantages of education
and talent which they possessed, did not contrive
to convey their ideas in fewer words; and he was
therefore of opinion, that the hon. member for
Northumberland might have said all he had to
say in less than half the time.—The hon. member
then driefly contended for the justice and pro-
priety of paying the Legistative Councillors.

Mr. Chandler, to decide the question, moved
as an amendment, that i was not expedient to

Mr. EDITOR,—

len, who are cradled in luxi
wealth, and surrounded by pom

in :_tﬁqr life, can scarcely re:\lizepll?“
sociation of a respectable sufficien, e.
income, less thau lhousands—Pre' (:1)”
s0 completely enslave the ming W
tion is 80 apt to measure cj
own standard of good and eyj
I1s comparatively a defin]
scribi 1

ury, sch,

e
»a0d the 1, 3
r]cums(;mc L

sufficiency, or the enoy
quirements of the age,
be defined, because the
manners, climates, and fons,—.
dred and fifty pounds a year in Eyq
give the possessor. of it a name o
his affluent superiors; whereas, that g ;
Brunswick, compared with the mea::m o)
ners of the country, is, to a publie ofﬁund
thousands would be to a similar officj Icz;r,
Britain.—The preceding remarks ha: ™
cited by Mr. Stanley’s dispatch requirime,l
annually, in exchange for the conlr0u[0?£“’
maining hundreds in the Casual Revey afew g
a division of that sum among the Dﬁc::!,andl"
rated in the dispatch. The famiiiarixy‘en :
tercourse of the Colonial Minister wi(hm;,d 1
tensive salaries in England, must ha\-e'l o8
him to suppose that 514,000 was a g l";iw
reasonable demand from the Revenyeg o;na}H
try, in which piles of Public Buildipes hac ]
erected among the stumnps of the re(;e;“va“ :
ed wilderness, and are recorded among rehc
penditures of the Province, as “ impy b
monuments” of its—Extravasance and';‘n*
Mr. Stanley’s apparently eiro ol
respecting Colonial Finance,
sure be attributed to the imm
a few individuals, which hay
years, and which come more
his cognizance, and toa Govel
tion to a Representative Body to pay the Ho
rable Legislative Council, = Thig proposij
may- have been intended as'a balm for the
ed feelings of those, who have been degrade]
the recent elevation of their Juniors to sy

gh

Y are modife,

situati d by

Sevep |
gland, o
A place 5,

8!

54

neous i".'WEssi
may in sopg

oderate 10C0Mes
e been !(Jyﬂl'dlgdf
mxmedialely Wi
Nor’s recomug

provide for the Legislative Council, excepling
such Councillors as received no salaries from
the Crown,

After some skirmishing, Mr. Street, who had
not actually submitied his amendment to the
Chair, now moved it as an amendment to Mr.
Chandler’s amendment; and upon the question
being taken, it was negatived, 20 to 6.

Mr. Chandler’s amendment was then put, and
lost, with the same majority aganst it.

Mr. Simonds’s original resolution was then put;
upon which, Mr. Brown stated that he was deci-
dedly for the principle of the resolution, but
wished to see some reason for the refusal embo-
died in the resolution itself.—Mr. Vail supported
the resolution; and no further amendment being
offered, the question was put, and carried in the
affirmative—17 to 9.

Yeas—Messrs. Kinnear, Simonds, S. Hum
bert, Allen, Rankin, Hill, Clinch, Wyer, Gil-
bert, Hayward, Miles, J. Taylor, Barlow, Ward,
Partelow, Street, Vail,—17.

Nays—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Scott, Smith,
Chandler, End, Slason, Weldon, Harrison,
Brown,—9.

The Committee then proceeded to the other
Messages; as follow,

No. 2, On Government Paper ; No. 3,"On
Aliens ; No. 4, On Public Buildings for Re-
cords ; No.b, Militia ; No.6, On the Casual
Revenue, §c.

Nos. 2 and 3 were passed over, as requiring no
resolution.—No. 4 was referred to a select Com-
mittee, to report thereon by Bill or otherwise —
No. 5 was referred to the Committee of Supply,
to save needless repetition of discussion; and No.
6 was postponed, till the detailed accounts come

before the House.
—_——

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNALS,
Thursday, February 13.

On motion of Mr. Partelow— Resolved, That
an humble Address be presented 1o His Excellen-
cy the Lieutenant Governor, praying that His Ex-
celleney will direct to be laid before the House,
a detailed account, shewing the income of the Ca-
snal and Territorial Revenue for the year 1833 ;
also the charges upon that fund for the same pe-
riod; a detziled Account shewing the charges up-
on the Survey fund for 1833. anda particular ac-
count of the number of acres of land disposed of
during the same time, the names of the parties
purchasing, the Counties in which the sales took
place, and the prices obtained per acre for each
lot. Ordered, That Messrs. Partelew, Scott,
and Vail be a Committee to wait upon His Ex-
cellency with the Address.

Mr. J. Taylor, by leave, presented a Petition
from John Robinson, James Taylor, Sen., Mark
Needham, Thomas Pickard, and 450 others, in-
habitants of the County of York, praying an Act
may pass for the establishment ofa New Bank at
St. John; which he read. Ordered, That the
said Petition be received and lie on the table.

Mr. Hayward, by leave, presented a Petition
from David Burpe, James Tilley, T. V. W.
Clows, and 87 others, inhabitants of the County
of Sunbury, praying an Act may pass for the es-
tablishment of a New Bank at St. Jolin ; which
he read. Ordered, That the said Petition bere
ceived, and lie on the table.

Mr. Slason, by leave, presented a petition from
Richard Ketchum, B. Cranwell Beardsley, Ciias
Perley, Jeremiah Connell, and 216 others, inha-
bitants of the County of Carleton, praying an Act
may pass for the establishment of a New Bank at
St, John ; which he read. Ordered, that the
said Petition be received and lie on the table.
Friday, Feb. 14.—Mr. Partelow, by lcave,
presented a Petition from Bartholomew Coxetter,
Samuel Strange, John Kenney, and 51 others,
engaged in the Fisheries at Saint John, praying
that an alteration may be made in the Act relative
to the Grand Manan Herring Fishery; which he
read.— Ordered, that the said Petition be recel-
ved and lie on the table.

COMMUNICATIONS.,

[FOR THE COURIER.]

MRr. CHUBB,—1I observed in your last Satur-
day’s paper, Mr. CLOPPER’S reply to a commu-
nication in a preceding number sigoed ¢ An old
Loyalist,” in which Mr. Clopper has, in no very
choice terms, charged me with being the author
of that production. Now, Sir, so far as Mr.
Clopper is concerned, it is a matter of so- much
indifference to me, what he saysor what he thioks,
that I should not have taken the trouble to con-
tradict his assertion, but that others (from some
expressions used by the ¢ Old Loyalist,”’) may
be led to think Mr. Clopper’s suspicions in that
respect correct; I therefore think it necessary for
the information of yourself and the public, to de-
clare that I am not the author of that article, nor
had I apy thing to do with 13 ~Indeed, I hold all
anonymous attacks upon the private characters of
individuals in such utter contempt, that I never
have, and never will put pen to paper for such a
purpose—and Mr. Clopper is the very last person
who should suspect me of resorting to such a mode
of attack ; as he has experienced, that when a
man intentionally gives me personal offence, I am
not the person who will seek redvess through the
medium of the public prints; I am the keeper of
my own honour, and know how to protect it—
and Mr. Clopper knows that there has that pass-
ed between us, which now renders it impossible
for me to put myself on a par with him, by per-
sonally resenting any thing he may write or say,
without detracting from my own respectability.
I therefore pass over the allusions he has made to
our private differences with the contempt they de-
serve, as I have not vanity enough to suppose the
public could take any interest in the circumstan-
ces connected therewith—but as far as I am con-
cerned, Mr. Clopper may be assured, he has my
my cordial assent to his making as public as ke
pleases, every fact relating thereto, if he only ad-
bere to truth in doing so.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
GEO. FREDERICK STREET.
Fredericton, 19th Feb. 1834.
R = L 2
Mr. EDITOR,—Finding an alteration of the
Road Law is contemplated by our Legislature, 1
would suggest one item which can be amended.
No road can now be altered by the Commission-
ers without the sanction of a Jury. Those who
are acquainted with the nature of the country will
readily conceive how difficult it is to get juries
into remote situations to examine every trifling
alteration of the road. But as juries may insome
cases be necessary, I will merely suggest the pro-
priety of advertising intended alterations for ten
days previous to their being made, and then call-
ing a jury, if interested individuals require.
I am, Sir, your’s truly,

sending persons

dignities—or it may have been suggested (o
Excellency by those, who would fasten themse
upon the resources of the country with yan,
gluttony. But if Government thinks proper
sport with the feelings of its Legislative servy
it is to be hoped that the Representative
will _Dot exercise a similar sportiveness with el
public purse, towards which, every man is il
directly or indirectly a contributor. Had ug
proposition been made under a different sig
public salaries, it‘inight have been interprets)
a proof of the poverty of the people, the ¢
few”” of whom being unable to devote a monj
public service without pecuniary compensiy:
and this construction would receive support f
the Governor’s ¢ Speech,” in which the Firgl
ces of the Prevince are declared to be in a sl
of difficulty, bordering upon embarrassmenj—
The puoblic voice exclaims against the terms .
posed in the Dispatch—what inference,therepn'
is deducible {rom the tenor of it 2—We musjy,
fer that the Colonial Minister has been mij.
formed, as we cannot, in justice to such a disi.
guished character, suppose that he would ky
made such a requisition, if be had been intims
ly acquainted with the real state of a Colony,
which last summer celebrated its fiftieth annisee
sary, commemorative of the year in which iy
faithful adherents to the Royal Standard abas
doned property and home in a moare congenill
climate, and sought a vesting place for thei
Loyalty in the forests of New-Brunswick. Wi
we contrast that period, acd the expenses of ig
then Government, with the present state of
Colony, and its existing public expenditures,
are obliged to confess, that great, as has beea i
“ march” of improyement, the gallop of expes
diture has outstript it: This is, in some d
attributable to the influence of Military Gores
nors, who have been trained up in parade andt
tentation, and who continue it from the forcesf
education. Man is an imitative creature, ad
the example of superiors will speedily operie
upon persons who revolve around them. Thee
again, in turn, epitomising regal splendour, fi-
mulate the ambition of their associates and sb-|
acquaintances, until delf is despised, and the pre-
cious metals alone can minister to an appetite
Hence has arisen the necessity for increased sale
ries. The overflowing conditionof the publicreve:
nues, and the freedom of the Province fiom deb
do not authorise such augmentations. A supe
cial review of the present state of New-Brow
wick, must convince every unprejodiced mish
that the present is not the time to increael
pubfic burden; but, on the contrary, that thereid
loud and imperative call for Governmental Gt
nomy, and for retrenchment in those salar
which can sustain it, with least injury to the
terestsof the Province. Insuch a state of thing
it would have been more satisfactery to the
ple, if the sums intended for the respective OF
cers mentioned in the Dispatch, had been pec
fied. From such a specification, the Hol{sei
Representatives might have formed some estimi
of the Retrenchment urged and recommended ff
the Governor; as it is but reasonable to conclude|
that His Excellency must have submitfed the ie
cessity for such measures to the Colonial Mini¢
ter; and that the Colonial Minister must hn’“
contemplated some other reductions than the o
privations from Emigrant Agents, paltry &
amount, when given as exemplifications of'Gf
vernmental Retrenchment, but important (o inge
viduals supported by it. Sucha specificatior,
presume, would materially influence the rece[l::
or rejection of the proposal, as it woul(:(d L
enabled the Representatives to form some | ’m
the ¢ overplus” for future app_roprmtnonsby[ :
Government in England; and if the scaleol®
larres had been regulated by the ﬂClU_”l“"nf
of the Officers,and by the means and circumsial
ces of the Colony, it would have assured_lhemo
the wish and determination of the Mmistet®
advance the interests, and to perpetuate the af
3 atts his Proyse®
tion and attachment of the people of t
to the Mother Country. But when the §
sum, required by the Colonial Minister, 15t
in connexion with his letter respecting the !?.w
of the Crown Land Commissioner, the suSP'fl'-'
will arise, to use a common illusqu(lel:: that 1
a ¢ penny wise and pound foolish” retE
ment. It is therefore to be hoped that the
berative body of the Province will pause i
it entails a pledge upon the Provlnceyr" y
may hereafter assume the character © }‘;"
ance. From the present proposition there
not appear to be any immediafe advnnlfl?’ g
an eventnal disadvantage from ®e 8d°P“:w-‘_
If the existing excessive salaries are 1o be co?! :
ed, or increased, of which there is some sus P
Jet the House record its protest, and Jet ]:Jd
a party coneerned in the \'ol(unary_sum"“
the interests of the Province to the interes! Y
few individuals in office. % The tn:nlebm!
when better prospects will present tbel
the Delegalplnw'g(i(nocl(ed at the door Of,"f;"
and the Colonial Minister has opene
have already effected some good, notwithtv.
the < doubls,”” and < regrets,” and “,'”‘-
ons,” and ¢ visual and intellectual
cies of those who can clamour abouta ol v
dieds expended in the experiment, #5055
crouch in silence beneath the thoust™
are annually paid for less important “" od it
The House is pledged to per=eve! | Mok
is called upon 1o submit to the Colodi oo
ter a statement of salaries from a o‘n,ofﬁ”
the lowest officer, founded upon the MEAE Fer,
Province, and the servicesof the Omcfﬁ':’iﬂnam
ward that ssatement, not through woher Delegt:
of Provincial Agents,” but by anotier g
tion—to strengthen it by a 1eferEl!C°
cified salaries of similar officials 10,
States, for © fas est ab hoste do¢eT™
¥ . . r ene
may receive instruction from ot
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ought not to despise it when it 15 iglven
ous friends;—the out cry against “?im
a deputation, contrasted with ‘h;'h:in
s respectful petitions through = v
our Provincial Agent,” is the lan,ﬂn
economists, who deal in cou{fc"’h":;l you
get the expressive adage, . ant:
thing to be done, send your MIﬂ’" “Although
wish it well done, go youf!’f' rity, an
fully appreciate the talents, "’“‘gl o ot
wishes of the Provincial Agent, e feel the
reasonable as to suppose }hul ["';_ e Provisch
same interest, as an inhabitant ouve e
and a member of the Representa e veryFl."
faithful discharge of this duty Cﬂ"'."° he €] (on( ¢
sing to the Colonial Minister 2 I‘erexpe jene 0
of his proposition, hence arises { 1ed 37 a0
directly Imer:ﬂ:opo!
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