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On the 4th section. Mr. Smith observed, that
he could see no reason why female teachers sheuld not
receive equal payment with males. He thought there
<hould be no difference belween them. 1fa woman is
competent (o teach, and performs her duty in the

|

herservices are worth as much as these of a man.

“?\?r‘!’(;"ue.:nrd coucurred, He would agree to limiting

the .,;,mber of female schoels, but would pay females

equaily with-males,

Mr. Speaker was inclined to make a mgdcrare_nlluw-
ance for female scheols, bux. be thought if the bill pro-
vided too greatly for them, it would d‘afea( the.d.esnred
object,as the bill might then meet with oppesition al-
togetber. He thought it would De better to abandon
<he bill altogether, and let the present law remain, than
to give more than £10 per year bounty to female
schools, or to allow more than two in each parish,

Mr. Cupard thenght Mr.Speaker’s fears unnecessary.
If the bill were sent up aod should comevback rejected,
it would then be time emoungh to alter it, nn:i send up
guch asmight be passed above. Tt was very important
(o establish female teachers, and he would be for giv-
ing them every possible ndvansago. ;

Mr. Eod had pot the experience in these matters of
Mr. Speaker, nor the facetious eloquence of our Hon.
Member for Westmereland, (Mr. Scott). The latter
gentleman had, yesterday, made every body laugh, by
his vivacious wit 3 but he (Mr. End,) nevertheless, be-
lieved that he had pot convinced ary body by his ar-

goments. He was surprised and grieved (o hear Hon.

Members object to giving female teachers the same &l-
Jowance as males. lle thought he could shew very
plainly, not only that female sehools are eutitled to
equal, but even to more eonsideration, than male
schools. He had found, on turning over the pages of
history of all ages, that the first impressions imprinted
by mothers on the minds of childreu, are the most dur—
able, and conducive to the formation of character in
after life. When the tender wax of youth receives a

ood impressjoo from the mother, the beneficlal result
will afterwards be evident, As the twig is bent se
will the tree be inclined. The best results follow from
proper maternal iostrection. The country now labours,
nay, groans, under the want of female teachers. The
sad misconduct which has occurred iu male scheols,
renders a reform imperatively necessary. Many fe-
male children had been seduced by male teachers,
There had been abominable conductof the kind at Mi.
ramichi, and horrid conduct in Dorehester. If (here
existed no other reason for female teachers, this was
quite enough.—As (o the value of the time of females,
he (Mr. E.) had heard no argument to prove it to be
less thao that of males. Males can do many things out
of school hours. They may post books, collect accounts,
&c. Bot females have no such oppertonities. They
maust give their sole and exclusive attentien to their
schools, aund ought to be paid accordiogly. All the
arguments te the contrary, which had beeo adduced,
were without foundatien. Female schools are pre-
eminently useful, They have been found to work well
where they bave heen hitherto established. Such
schools were pot in centraventien,but in fortherance of
the law, No difliculty bad ever beea found in getting
a liceur‘e for Mrs. Smith, of Newcastle, who had for
some years had a school there, He (Mr. E.) thought
every (®*in---averyfathercevery brother, must be ;o0 con-
viaced of the necessity of female schools, that he was
surprised te hear any arguments on the etherside. He
Boped the Committe would take into consideration the
arguments io favour of females,

Mr. Scott thought the Hon. Member for Gloucester
incorrect in his arguments respecting females, aod al:o
as to what be had said respectiog bim (Mr. §.)—He
(Mr. E.) had said that be (Mr, 8.) had yesterday made
an eloquent speech. Now he certainly had not, for
he was not capable of doing so. He had rlio cbarged
him with displaying a great deal of wit. Now bhe (Mr.
8.) laid ne claim to @it ; did not believe he had any ;
bad rever pretended (o have any. Asto notconvincing
any body ; he (Mr. 8.) believed he really did convince
a pumber of Hon. Members. But he could uot say
whether the cenviction still lasted or sot, beeanse he
bad beard it said,

** Convince a man against his will,

And ke's of the same opinion still."’ —
He thought the Hon, Member for Noarthumberland
(#ir. Guoard,) appeared to be fully coovinced of his
doty io the fair sex, in every respect but one, and that
was, wrappiong them o) in the holy bands of matrimeny.
He believed the Hon. Member for Gloucester (Mr.
End,) bad but recent ly tied the bonds of matrimony.

%i0d he supposed ke is so enraptured with its comforts,
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and with the vaive of the fair sex, that he wishes 1o
give £20 a year (e every bit of a girl that takes teo
teachiog a schaol. He (Mr.S.) thought however that
the house should deal jusily, They should deal out the
public money 50 as (o make il as equally beneficial to
the people as possible, They should take into censi-
deration the value of women’s wages,which are always
mach lower then men’s. He thought a bounty of £10
quite eneugh, or even (oo much, to give to'a female
teacher. He should by all means oppose any higher
sum. Women’s expenses are much less then men’s,
aod their time therefore much less valuable. Tf £20
a year should be given to every womaa (hat would
teach a school, the people would soon be unable to get
any male teachers that were good for any thing.

Mr. S. Humbert thought there might be a possibility
of extendiug beneficial views (oo far, and they shoald
therefore be cautious.—i Mr. H. deprecated too much
indulzence of jocularity in debate.]—As (o the asser-
tion that gross misconduct nad eccurrcd in schools
taught by male teachers, in some connties, he thought
that no rule why it should be the same (hroughont the
country. It wasa matier of profound regret, thatsuch
occurrences had taken place, and bon. gentlemen had
done their duty in mentioniog them. As to the matter
in question, he (Mr. H.) was disposed to be as liberal
ns any man. But te thought they might go too far.—
They might draw the bow (oo tight, and it might break.
They should be carefal to keep within bounds. He
(Mr. H.) did oot think female teachers entitled to an
eguality of pay with males [Mr. Smith explained.]

Mz, Chandler trusted all the hon. members had but
one object ; the diffusion of general education. Butin
passing an act like the present, reference must be had
to the state of the public funds. If hon. members
merely consujted their feelings as men, as fathers, as
brothers, they might be very liberal in the matter. But
in (hat bouse it was necessary they should be influen-
ced by a due consideration of the revenue, and the ex-
penses attendiog (he proposed measure. Lookingsat it
in this way, however hon. members, and especially the
hon. mewmber for Gloucester, might be dispesed to fol-
low the benasvolent impulses of a generous heart, they
would find it inexpedient to go beyond the usual sum
granted to schools; or,ifthey did so, they must restrict
the number of schools. As to female teachers: if it
should'be found that two female schoo!s can be estab-
lished with g¢he same expense as one male, the public
will derive a benefit from the regulation.
thought the females themselves, who might be affected
by this bill, would gladly engage their services for the
sum of £10 boualy, in addition to the private subscrip.
tion. Such women are generally in poor circumstanees,
and the ensuring such an income would, ne doubt, be

a suflicient inducement to them. The public would
thus derive the benefit of two teachers instead of one.—
Butthe royal instruetions were never intended (o apply
to women, They only intended (o provide for the ap.
peintment of male teachers, competent to their dulies,
and of strict morality. Trustees might have granted
licenses to females, but such licenses were contrary to
the law. If it had not been so, the provisions of this
bill, authorising the employment of females, would
have been annecessary.— As to the criminal occurrence
in Miramichi ; that was the only instanece which had
occurred in that very large county., The solitary nature
of the circumstancg alluded to, was a proof'that the mis.
chief is by no means ecommon, or to be feared as likely
to be so.—As to the bill itself, he would beg hon. mem.
bers to remember, that it was net in their power to give
all they might wish. He hoped they would endeavour
to square the act with the state of the revenue, and be
governed by that principle. Asto the warm hearted
argumentsofthe hon. member forGloucester, they were
an honorto him, and to his nation, which is so distin.
guished by such liberal feelings; but in his (Mr, C’s)
opinion, they could net be allowed to have any sffect

He (Mr.C.) |

on thisbill. The hon. gent. had, probably, been more
influeneed by his feelings than by long reflection on the
subject. He (Mr. C.) was not disposed to allow £20 te
female teachers, nor much alteration in the bill.

Mr. Cunard observed, that improper conduct in male
schools had bappened io more counties than those which
had beeu named ; avd if, therefore, any part of the
people found women’s schools desirable, the bounty
ought to be equally allotted to them. Many men
come into the eountry and obfain situations as school-
wasters, without any previous knowledge of them by
the (rustees or people ; and they wight, therefore, be
very improper characters to entrust in such situations.
But where the people wish to appoint wemeo as teach-
ers, the women and their circumstances are well
koown, and they ought therefore, being considered
competent, to have an equal allowance with men.—
Tue allusion to female servanis’ wages was irrelevant
and improper. No comparison sught te be instituted
between a dairy maid and a teacher; and that (here-
fore formed no reason for rezulating the pay.

[Mr. Brown, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Slason, & Mr. Clinch,
severally expressed their sentiments, and thought the
rate of male and female (eachers’ remuneration should
be different.—The latter gentleman observed,that some
hon. members were very warm hearted in favour of
female schools ; they were therefore, at least, entitled
to the thanks of the ladies.

[The section of the bill wasagreed te, givingan allow.
ance of £10 to male semi-annual schools; £20 te male
annual sehools; £5 to female semi-annual sehools ;
and £10 to female annual schools. ]

Some few further observations were made on subte-
qoent portions of the bill ; io the course of which, Mr.
End took occasion (o remark that he would oppose the
bill in every stage, while it limited the number of fe-
male schools, and lessened the allowance to femaie
teachers. A great many complimenis had beea paid
to his (34r. E's) heart,at the expeose of his head. He
reminded Hon. Members, (hat it was an Irish beait ;
that its feelings must come out, io some way or otber;
and that, perhapg, if they did not escape inthat way,
they mizht come out in the shape of a lepresy.

The Bill was agreed to with amendments.

[Mr. Scott propesed an amendment to the Bill, to
provide female (rustees of schoels,as well as female
teachers ; fearing that young male trustees might be
too partial (o young female teachers, and also that it
wight not be proper (o allow the qualifications of fe-
male teachers to be examined by male trustees.—
Amendment pegatived. ]

. ELECTION LAWS,

Committee of whoje House on the Bill to regulate
the qualificatisusof Representatives in Assewbly.——Mr.
J. Humbert in the Chair.

Mr. S. Hombert stated that this bill was intended to
repeal the old election laws, and to provide a dew law,
This was a very important matier. - Many doshts had
arisen as (o the execution of the old laws, which ought
to be ebviated, Some of those laws ought to be repeal-
ed. He hoped the commitiee would turn their atten-
tion te the subject, and, in the course of the discussion
of the bill, suggest such amendments as (hey might
deem suitable to the wants of (heir respective counties,
Great difflculties bad arisen at elections onder the
preseat laws, as to the qualification of electors. Most
of them were of the lower class of the people ; and
maoy of them very illiterate. Itfrequently happened,
that ai the poll they were cnlled vpon to swear as to
their qualifications, &c., without even knewiog the
meaning of the words of the oath, Oneobject of this
bill was, jto simplify the oaths, The first amendment
preposed by this bill was contained in one word. [t
consisted in defining by the word ** male,” those mem-
bers of seciety who are eotitled to vote.—Questions had
arisen, as to the qualification of female voters, Such
questions were hitherto undecided, as it appears by the
law at preseat, that feinales may vote. Buotsucha
conree was certainly objectionable. The werd ¢ male’
would obviate every difficulty in this respect. Another
difficulty existing, was as to the title oo which a free-
holder may vote. Thisrequired te be rendered more
explicit.— Anether reason for a new law was, (he ne-
cessity of consolidatiog all such parts of the old laws,
as it might be expedient toretain. .

On the reading of the First Section of the Bill, whigh
went te repeal all the existing laws on Elections—

Mr. Weldon thought the present act relating te the
trinl of controverted elections, commonly called a copy
or child of the Granville act, a very good one. It had
been found a very good law in the mother conntry,and
in the neighbouring colonies, from praciical experi.
ence ; and he (Mr. W.) could not see any necessity for
repealivgit, Heshould goagainst the repeal of that aet.-

Mr. Partelow thought it inexpedient at present to
repeal that particular aet. 1f unecessary to repeal it,
it might be done afterwards, by a separate bill, As (o
the other provisions of this bill, he accorded with the
sentiments of his Hon Collesgue, the mover of it.

Mr. S. Humbert acknowledged his intentions were
to repeal thatact altogether. Notwitkstauding its great
parent and bigh origio, be did not thiok it all needed in
this province. The cenniry wanted an election law
more simple in its operation, and less expensive. That
act bad been pacsed unnecessarily, merely becanse i
had existed elsewbere. The country had gone on peace-
ably and orderly without it, and did not reqyuire it. It
had produced very pernicigus effects. He was bold te
say, that that law had kept petitioners from comiog be-
fore the House for scrutioies in cases of undue elections.
1t wbliges a petitioning candidate te swear that beé is
worth £400, before he ean come before the House.—
What reasen was there for this? If petitioners could
come to the Houaxe as they could have done before
the passing that ac(, they could get serutinies promptly,
and the people would be satisfied. There were many
good aud sufficient men in the county, capable of serv
ing their fellow-men in this House, and likely to be
chosen, who could not pot their hauds on their hearts,
and say they were worth £400. Yet they must do so,
or they could not come to that House, That requisi-
tion was necessary to be repealed. The law in question
was feunded.on tyranny acd eppression. A man might
have a great extent of preperty, but it might be mort-
gaged,and therefore he would be preveated frem serv,
ing his countrymen in that Hense. Yetifsuch a man
were returned, who among bis constituents wounld com-
plain of his want of property ? Whe would raise a
murmur agaiost it? Why theo should the law prevent
it? Such a law ought never to have existed. The sooner
it dies, the better for the couotry.—There were now
fwolaws on the same subject in existeace. The origi-
nal law, which was intended to be soperseded by this
Graoville act, was, nevertheless, not repealed’ by it.
Which, therefore, is to be acted en ? The old law al-
lows & person (o sit as a member, althongh his property
may be mortgaged ; but the later law says he shall sor,
yet does not repeal the former law. Here is a clushing
of interests.—Look also at the language of this new
law. ‘“ Whereas itis deemed expedient”—to do what ?
—Do we ever come here to fetter and abridge the
rights and privileges of the people? No. We come
here to guard, and not to sacrifice those rights. But
this act says, it is deemed expedient ** to [{mit and re-
sirain !”—8uch an enactment is wnconstitntioval., It is
incorsistent with every principle of honor and justice.
The members of this House canuot restrain the rights
of their constituents. Ifsuch a thing has been done by
| this act, the sooser it is repealed the better. 1t isan
iniquitous law. For my own part, if I kad my will, I
could oot sleep another night without repealing it.—
The law has been already acted on with great reluc-
tance. Lawsshonld be respected and cheerfully acted
on, not executed with reluctance.

Mr. End thought this bili of great importance. Much as
he had often admired the principles, the sertiments, and
the practice of the hon. member who had just sat down, he
confessed he could not see the use of such expressions as
he (Mr. H.) had just uttered.—Perfection could not be ex-
pected in any person, or in any law. He (Mr. End) thought
many amendments might be made in the old law, and some

few in the later law. Bnt the House should be very cau-
l!ious in making such amendments. He would concur in
| some things which had been observed by the hon. member
| for St. John (Mr. H.) but not in others. He did not think
this law was founded in tyranny and oppression ; though
there were certainly some grievances in_it. As to the re-
cognizances required to be entered into by a petitioning
candidate, and the oath that he was worth £400, he (Mr.
E.) thought this patt of the law very pernicious, and ne-
cessary to be repealed. It restrains the liberties of the
people. He never was an advocate for making the qualifi-
cation of candidates so very high ; fer the same reason that
he advocated the payment of members; viz.—because hs
thought the people should not be compelled to choose rich
men to represent them—they should have the liberty of
choosing such men as they felt would be suitable, even tho’
they were not members of the aristocracy.
certainly did do away with the rights of the psople, by ma-

The House

king any law to secure claction to rich mén. This might
and should be amended.—(The hon. member, we believe,
alluded to the referring questions of qualifieation of mem-
bers to a select committee, and especially to thefcase of
the petition of G. F. Street, Esq. lately so referred.)—He
(Mr. E.) felt every principal of his heart aroused, when he
saw a question of mere qualification moved to be refsrred
to a select committee, and not determined by a committee
of the whole house.—He did not think the mode of pro-
ceeding undor the old law at all respectable or proper. A
select committee could not swear witnesses. Who would
be satisfied to have such questions settled by the evidence
of witnesses, who could not be sworn ? Cerl'ainly sueh per-
sons should be sworn; but there was no provision for such
purpose in the old law, The colonial Granville act amend-
ed that.—He did not think that act could well be amended,
without throwing down the whole fabric.—As to female
voters ; women and infants in law certainly ought not to
vote. The doctrine of such persons being incompetent, is
well laid down in the general law. If, then, this is the
written law, it ought to be strictly followed. It is mani-
festly improper for women to interfere in such matters.
The law also is positive on the subject. He (Mr. E.)
therefore highly approved of the principle on which the
word ¢ male” is introduced into the present bill.—Another
amendment requisite is, with regard to the oath to be ad-
ministered to freeholders at the poll. It is certainly a di-
rect assault on humanity and common sense, to oblige a
man to swear as to his qualifications, without knowing what
are the qualifications required by law. [Here the hon.
member’s voice sunk a little, and a few sentences fell short
of our station.] Another grievance to which the hon

member objected, was the discretion now given the Sheriff
as to the times and places of holding the poll. He would
as quickly as possible have the house relieve themselves
from the operation of sueh diseretion; and have the time
and place of holding polls throughout the Province specifi-
cally set forth. He would bave a committes appointed, to
ascertain at what parts of every county it would be expe-
dient (o have polls held ; and by enacting aecordingly, re-
lieve all candidates from the tremendous power now pos-
sessed by the Sheriff.

Mr. Parielow believed the whole House was of opi-
uion that comeamendments of (he election law were ne-
cessary. The only objection he bad tothis bill, was, the
inexpediency of repealing all the Inws by this bill.—
If the bon. mover wouid allow the expunging of that
part which went to repeal the colonial Grauville act,
be (Mr. P.) would be satisfied. He certainly appro-
ved of the general principles of the bill, But if it were
to effect such a sweeping repeal, it might not pass in
another quarter.

Mr. S. flumbert arrogated no meritin preparing or
bringing forward this bill. It wasa duty he owed fo
his county. He had pledged bimself to his constita-
eots to endeavour to get the election laws consalidated
and ameonded. e wished to bave this object effected
under the dicration and direction of the House, He
bad no ebjection to modify the repenling clause, if
some Hon. Member would appropriately amend the
section.—He (Mr. .) was very bappy thatthe Hon.
Member for Gloueester (Mr. End,) bhad so clearly
shewn his wisdom and discretion, in stating such
amendments of the law as he deemed expedient. He
(Mr. H.) hoped other hon. Members would also can-
didly do the same ; and that tbe House would make
the law as complete as possible.

Mr Cunard was happy to go with the Hon. Member
for St. John (Mr. Humbert,) in general, because his
views are usually so very liberal; but tho’ that Hon,
Geutleman had approved of the remarks uitered by ihe
hon. Member for Gloucester, he {Mr. C.) thought them
very futile, and mese sophistical reasoning. —1f the
law defived the goalifications of electors, should it net
also define those of candidates ?—If the whole wis-
dom of the country were contained in the beads of the
lower classes, it might be proper to give them tbe right
of sitting in that house ; but when every good gualifi-
cation was found in men of preperty, men of rather
better statien io society, he (Mr. C.) thought such
men ought 10 be elected. Much refereiice had been
made as (o the late decision of the House, with respect
to a petition agaiost an Hen. Member for want of due
qualification. That decision was sach as he [Mr. C.]
had wished to see, He hoped never to see the guard
removed, which had cansed that decision. He hoped
pever te see a controverted election (ried at the bar of
that house. The select committee would fairly try
the cause. He felt perfectly satisfied that {he decision
of the Commitice would be equiiable,
of trying such cases would be a grent saving to (he
eountry ; as, in the mean time the Heuse could bepro-
ceeding with other business. This was one effect of
the Ceolonial Granville act. Another very important
provision of (hat act he would mention. Before the
passing of that act, a petition against a return might be
brought in with impunity, without a shadow of ground
for complaint. Certainly persons aggrieved ooght to
have every facility in obtaioing redress. But if a pe-
tition bas no foundation, it has no right to cowe before
this House. The Granville act provides, that wherea
petition is frivelous or Vexatious, the petitioner shall
pay all expenses caused by ite presentatien, He [ Mr.
C.] could never wish to see eucouragement given (o
frivolous and vexatieus petitione ; petitions that would
harass others, without pavying their expenses.—As (o
the cooditions of the ontb, which a voter is required to
take. The party is reqoired to swear he has a freehold
of a cerlain value, and that he is qualified to voie.—
By the same rule which enabled him to judge the va-
lue of his freehold, he would be capable of judging of
his gualification to vote. When sworn, he is qualified
tovote according to the law, The same commen sense
whieh would enable bim to swear to the one matter,
would eoable him to swear te the other. IF nie should
bappen to have the misfortune to be a fool, why he
conld do ovo harm ; for in his (Mr. C’s.) opicion, be
certainly would not be accouniable for that which he
did notunderstand. He [Mr. C.] did votsee the pro
pricty of deivg away with (se Grauville Act.

Mr. Weldon bad no objection to the section of the
bill under consideration, providing the repealing clauvse
could be modified as proposed. The Hon-Member
then proceeded to advocate the benefits of the Gran-
ville act, and to prove (he necessity there had been for
passing it.—He also contended for the evident justice
of compelling petitioners (o pay the expences caused
tositting Members,by frivolous and vexatious petitions,

Mr. S. Humbert consented to the modification of the
repealing clauge, bot contended that there bud been no
need of passing the Granviile act, and stated that mem-
bers in the House at the time of passing it had been
unaware of its contents, and would baye opposed it if
they bad been so.

Mr. Taylor said a few words, which were alinost
‘wholly inaudible to us. We understood (he sentiments
of the Hep. Geatleman, on the matter iz question, lo be
somewhat similar (o those of Mr. Weldon,

Mr, Caandier expressed bimself very favorable at all
times to the conselodation of the laws. Whatever might
now be the opinioo of Hlon. Members as to the opera-
tion ef the Colenial Granville act, he (Mr, C.) belicved
it was fully understood at the time it was passed, that it
was a vecessary measure. Committees fermerly met
and decided questions as to eleetions, without the farms
and golemnities now in force. It was then strenuously
contended against such Committees, that they were in-
vesied with very large large powers, administered no
oatbs, andobserved noselemnities in their proceedings.
QOn this aceount the House saw fit to paes the Granville
acl.—As to the terms, * tyraony and oppression ;" he
(Mr. C.) really ¢id not understand the espressinos.
To whom, or to what, were they intended to apply ?
Was it to the whole body of members who passed the
Graaville act, or to any individuals, that these expres-
sions were intended to apply ? In either case, he
thought the Hoon. Member for St. John, mistakeo in the
view which had caused bim to utter them. He (Mr.
C.) thought such observations uncalled for and unoce-
cessary. What had been the monstrous inconyeniences
occasiooed by resorting (o the act in question, io the
case lately before the House ?—A petition had come
before the House, respecting the qualification of an
Hon. Member. A select committee had been chosen
from the members of the House. The names had been
duly drawn,and properly objected to and struck off by
the parties, until a proper commiliee was legally
formed. That committee would be beund by oath, to
decide according to the evidenee, The evidence will
be duly examined by thea, and no improper evidence
will be received. Was there any thing objcctionable
or oppressive insueh a course as this? Formerly, great
prejudices had existed against Commitiees, because
their proceedings were secret. But this isnot the case
now. They are publicly appeinted by (he House.
Tbey will sitin a place where the public may have free
access ; the whole of the evidence may be publicly
heard ; aod it is only when the members wizh to deli-
berate and consult amoog themselves, that other parties
will be ordered (s retire, He (Mr. C.) conld not sce

Sueh a mode |

bow suchi a proceeding conld be said to be founded io
tyranny and oppression ; nor how it can operate te the
prejudice of persons asking relief under the election
lu.Ws. The present act certainly operates to prevent
frivolous and vexatious petitions, which ia bighly desi-
siruble. The act had been found very beneficial in
Eogland, and subsequently in Nova Scotia; and he
[Mr. C.] felt certain, that when a few years had given
time for proof, it would be found equally beseficial
bere. Asto the law respecting elections : it might be
said by some, that there yhould be o restrictions at all
as to the right of voting. But it had beeo found pe-
cessary in all countries where elections obtained, (o-
limit and restrain the elective franchise ; to define what
should be (he qualifications of voters; and (o require
that representatives should be persons of respeciability.
Such regulations pever can be enlled an infringement
on the libertiesof the people. The Hon. Member then
made two or three brief remarks oo the amendment
preposed, in the oath administered to voters, which we
did not elearly liear ; and concluded by observing, that
if the Hon. mover of the bill could medify (he repealing
clause, so as to leave unrepealed the Granville act, he
weuld go with bim in the remainder of the bill.

Mr. 3. Humbert asked, what were the privileges
grauted (o the people by the old law? One of them
was, thatif any one candidate at an election, or any
two electors, felt aggrieved, and demanded a scrutiny,
they would immediately be allowed it. They waunted
Justice. They would have it promptly. The road was
plaiv before them, and it would cost them nothing.
But the new law says, that they shall not come to the
House to get a scrutiny, unless they first give security
to refund the expences of (he sitling member, in case
the petitien should be thrown eut. Does not this re-
gtriction take away the electors’ right of petitiening ?
Ef one leak would sink a ship, ove tliegality should in-
duce the House to amend a law. As to the oath of vo-
ters, it was in many respects objectionable. It con-
tained three or four thiogs quite unnecessary, and only
tended to confuse poor men. For instauce, a man mnst
swear he bas not ** polted’” before at the same election.
Notone in a hundred of the voters know what the word
*‘poll” means. He cannat tell wheiher it is a hop-pole,
ora bean-pole,or what kind of pole it mwight be | Ifhe
were made to swear that he bad bot‘‘ voted” before,
he would understand it. The oath onght to be simpli-
fied. 1t ought to be made explicit and plain,

Mr. Specker explained (hat the fecegnizance to be
entered into by a petitisner was merely to provide for
the paymeatof damages sustained in consequence of a
frivolous or vexatious petitian. The law provided that
the sureties should justify,and not the pelitioner.—
He [Mr. Speaker] was surprised (o hear the Hon. mo-
ver of the bill state what he ¢id.—He objected to re-
pealing the Colenial copy of the Granville act,—He
would recall the recollection of these Members who
had sat in (he House in 1827, and 25k them if, at that
time, when 50 many election petitions eame before the
Houze, they would not have found such ap act a very
great relief ? A very great majorily of that house wese
then disposed to refer such eases (o committees, altho’
there was no posisive law to anthorize them fo do so.
It was a case of emergent expediency, to relieve the
House from the pressare of so many petitions. He
[Mr. Speaker,] was surprited now (o hear some eof
those former Members say, that cases of contested elec:
tions would not be tried before the pablic if referred to
select eommnitleés. There was no difference now in
the mode of proceeding. Commifteesihen opened their
dnors to the public, and {hey would do so now. He
[Mr. Speaker] saw po reason for such aiserfions,
whick would induce the world to thick there was a dif-
ference between the proceedings of a commiitee of the
whole House and a selec? commitlee.— He folt favon-
rable Zo many things in {hisbill; aud in order to taku
the sense of (his Comumitice, he would move thut that
parf of the repealing clause which referied to ¢he Colo.
nial Granville act, be struek sut.— Which motion, afler
some few cbservations from some of the members, was
carried in the affirmutive—when the chairman leftihe
chair,reporied progrese, and asked leave lo sifagais.
- PROVINCIAL AGENTS.

Mr, Weldon, pursuant to notice previounsly given,
moved a resolution to the effect, (hat ¢the sewvices of the
Provincial Agent: were no longer vecessary, that the
Speaker of the House chioold scquuint these gentlemen
of the same, topeiber wilk the (hanks of the House for
{heir past servicer, and that @ Commiltee should be ap-
pointed tn communicale the recvlufion to the Coureits

The resolution wus opposed by Mesrs. Allen, Parte-
low. Taylor, Siagen, Clinch, Cunard, Dow, and End ;
some of which gentlemen thooght the services of the
Ageots very useful,and oflievs tbougbt if at all events in-
expedient {o discontinue them =¢ present, when, under
ibe present pecoliar stafe ofadaics between the Moiher
Couniry & ihis Proviace, they might be enabled to reo.
der very impertant services, ~Messrs., Weldan, Scott,
S. Huwbert, and Smith, spoke ia faver of the resolstion.

The resolution was negatived. —Nays 17, Ayes b,

Zhursday, February 24.
FISH BOUNTY CLAIMS.

Committee of whole House on his Ilonor the Presi-
denis’ Message, and documents.

Mr. Barlew stated the circumstarces of the ease,
which are already, we believe, well knows : and ¢b-
served that the whole matter resolved iiself inte the
question, whether the custom house officers were bound
to observe the provincial laws or not. Iie (Mr. B,)
thooght the preper course to be taken by the House, 1o
relieve these paor fishermen, who had been deprived
of their bounties for want of proper certificates, would
be, to refer the matter to the Commitiee of Supply.

My. Partelow could notagree_with bis koo, eolleague
in his view of the cace. On looking at all the docu-
ments produced, the letter of the compireller (H. B.
Smith, sq.) the opivion of (he Attoroey General, &e.,
itappeared to him (Mr. P.) that the custom house of-
ficers were not to blame. He did not see how, under
the existing law. they counld have prepeily signed the
certificates. [The hon. member here read a sectioo of
the law.] Yo appeared to him, that unless the vessels
io quesiion were under the coutrel of the cusiom heouse,
the comptroller could nat, under the law, bave coun-
tersigned (he ccriificates under cousideration. KHe
(Mr. P.) eertainly thonglit the law required an amend-
meul, so that the ceriificate of the Treasurer of the
Province should be made sufficient te autherise the is-
suing of warrants for the payment of the bouaties. But
on a view of the wlisle case, he couvld not view the con
duct ef the custom Lovye officers in the same light as
some hon. members did. He thought they should be
exoonerated from all imputation of blame, With regard
to the mede of remedying such difficulties in future, e
should recommend the intreduction of a bill, to provide
properregulations for such cases. He would cheerfally
go with such a Lill, but be coulé not blame the officers.

Mr. Cunard concurred, and puid a cempliment to
the talents, elear head, and jodependence of Mr. Par-
telew. He (Mr, C.) could not agree with Mr. Barlow
io this matter, ke thought his (¥r. B's.) view of the
case a very strange ove.—Itappenred to him (Mr. C.)
that Mr, B. was blamiog the custom house efficers for
a fault vot their own—a fault of the legislature. He
(Mr. C.) considered the comptrolier’s letier perfectly
satisfaetory.—Wheo he had first heard this maiter me:
tioned io the honse, he had expected, from the state-
ments then made, that somethiog of a very strong na-
ture would have been brought forward agaiost the eus-
tom bouse officers, But it bad been sa fully explained
by the documents, that it amounted to nothin&!'_ The
officer bad sove his duty under the law; aod it ‘was
unjust to find fault with him for an error eauvsed by de-
fect in the legislature. He (Mr. C.) was vel‘)'.“'“‘"g
(hat the-poor fishermen should have their bounties; but
a new act should be made, to provide for the recur-
rence of sigilar difficulties.

Mr, Wyer agreed with Mr. Barlow.—The !R‘W re-
quires that fishing vessels shnll be provided with suf-
ficient stores for prosecuting the fishery, It was easy
fo send tide -waiters to examine those stores. Wlho
pays those tide-waiters ? They are paid by the custom
house, out of the duties collected in the province.—
Where, therefore, the custom-honse oflicers bave 'he-'{c
tide waiters, to send en board vessels to make exami-
nation, they ought to sign the certificates on the report
of (he[tide waiters,.—He hoped the house would take
effectual sieps to ascertain, whather the custom iouse
officers are bound to ebey the Provincial Jaws or not.—
The case bore very bard on the peor fishermen.

M+, S, Humbert ackuowledged that his first impres-
sions in regard to (his case had been very sirong, a-
gainst the efficers. But on examining the decumeais
before the House, his opinion was aitered.—The ofii-
cers had certainly refused to eign certain papers.—
That is granied. Bup the question is, whether they

had been correet in doing so ; whether m_eir reh{uul
had heen foundedon proper principles 2 —ke (Mr, IL.)

e e Lo Ve g

thought it had been.—(The rapidily of (ha Hon. Gen-
tleman’s eounciaiion deprived us of some .-enxe(-me}s 1
He thought the Comptroller had dope his duoty ’N;e
error was in the law.—It was a maxim with him (Mr
H.) that all provincial matters should be under pmvin:

cial controul. But the csstom house officers ara nog
under such cantroul. They are officers appointed by
the home government. They could net, therefore, act
(athcn.wisc than they had. The whele error was ir; the
proviocial law ; and be hoped the mafter may be bet-
ter regulated in future by the House.

Mr. Ward thougkt an amendment of the Jaw neces-
sary.  ltappeared to him that the custom house officers
had anly done their legal duty in refusing to sign the

certificates 5 but he thought (hey had gone too far in
makiog errasures in (hem,

Mf. Partelowrecommended r
f“" Committee of Trade,———Mr. Barlow thovght that
itshould be referred to the Committee of Supply, which
wonld be the shorter and more cffeetual course.
cogfirde.‘:]ﬁl.‘:.‘i" "'»f"lrfllrrr;d. The Hon, Memher also
quite sufficient eK'},"(mm,(m afforded by (he documents
letter was Pe.rt'c(‘(;e r?a\~0') oA N lheComp!roHc'r’s
(the Comptroller,) i yl Eﬂmfm ey aapd honest. " 3¢ e
as to sizniln the L,'le "Ba .].“.j n’ny C()n‘m:mlmous wiipien

(remely wrin in 'I‘ _C."‘"LS{ he would bave done ex--
b gieon wugs ks sigoing them. The explanation ha

> Wus such es any reasonable and honest man
0“;‘!’:“ to have given, under the circumstances,
j?c‘[;"zl:'zjclsk:“g{nf ‘His Honor the President,on the sub-

e m: ‘(‘)“:;"‘!”’"ymg_ documents, were then re-

mittee of Supply.
DIVISION OF YORK COUNTY.
“]i\fir;-e'rag}oy moved for leave to bring in a Bill (o au-

! a division of the County of York into two Coun-

ties. Mr. Weldon thought it would be better to
postpone any such’measure, till the important question
of the Boundary Lx'ne is seitled; after which, he would
recommend annexing Sunbury te York, and then divi-
ding the whole. :
Mir. Partelow observed, that Sunbury being the old-
est county in the Province, it would be rather deroga-
tory to annex Sunbury to York ; it should be, York to
Sunbury. He cencurred in the inexpediency of pres-
sing the measure iq question, at present. Yi would ba
a}most'a matter of impessibility to make a proper divi-
sion of the county, till after the setilement of the Boun-
dary Dine. That matfer appears in a fair way of set-
llen‘)en.l. ”.e hoped, before the next Session, it would
be nec.xd_ed in our favour, when the house might very
well divide York irto three Counties. :

Mr. Dow lh{mked the hon. member for his suggestion
of three counties. At present they asked only two. Ae to
!lne boundary question, Le (Mr. D.) thonght, that even
if the U. 8tates should get all tbey want, there would
still be enough left of York to divide info two good
Counties. There existed a great necessity for such di-
visien. A greatnumber of the inhabitante in the remete
parts of the ceun(y have no gaol or court heuse, & ars
nblized to come several hundred miles, to Fredericton,
to carry on any law business in the courts.

Mr. Allen said, that if Hon, Members were agguaint-
ed with the county, they would quickly agree (o intro-
ducing the bill.—The beundary line may not ba set-
tled for many years ; but if it shonld be settled, and in
our faveur, after the preposed division, there weuld
then be terrilory enough for another county. The
Hon. Member then proceeded to detail the necessity of
the measure, and the greatincenveniences at present
pressing on the inhabitants by reason of the extent of
the county.

Mr. Cunard thought it very likely he might be fa-
verable to the propesed hill, but net just now. He
would recommend the withdrawal of (he motion, be-
cause be thought (here would very soen be a discussion
as to.the divisjon ef other ceunties, when this matler
and the rest might be inc'uded in one hill. There was
4o doubt in his mind a3 to the prapriety of increasing
the represenistion of ether counties. He wovld not
advocate (he laking away represention from Susbury,
bat the increase of representation in other counijes.

Mr, Slason was convianced that the great abjections
some Hoo, Members had zgainst the proposed bil),
arose sol fiem any consideration of (he boundary line,
but from jealousy as respects the additione! Members
which would be given to that part of (he covolry now
inciuded in York county. There were at preseot quite
evough iuhabilao(s in the county <o authorige a division
isio three counties.

#is. Scott wus astopished to hear amy objection
agniest this meusure. The arguments 2pains| it were
very extraorvdinary. If, however, lie had apy thing
like correct information, there is already enough of
York county, without reference to the disputed pait,
to make two countics; and if the boundary line be de-
cided 1o oui favour, there will then be ezcugih for apno-
ther, The whole House must.koow that the cour(-
house and gaol of the couniy of York are by no menns
cestral, They are 6o cae side like the handle of a jug.—
all on one side. The burdens thus imposed on the peo-
pie are very great, aud if the House could relieve
them, without incenveniencing or bringiog an incem-
biance on others, it was its daty to do so. )

Mr. Ward bad ne ebjection to the bringing ia the bill.

Mr. Eod observed, that if Hon. Gentlemen would
trouble themselves (0 look at the map of the Province,
(bey would be conviaced that the boundery live had
nothiog to de with the present quesiion.— 1t was evident
(hat the inhabitaats ef York county were labouring un-
der s burden too grievousto be berne.—Hon, Members
appeared to be treatiog this subject with levity, They
displayed much of the infloence of Momuy, and were
making a mere laughing matter of it. Butwhen (hey
saw 4000 or 5000 persors coming te that bouse, for re-
lief from oppressive berdens, he (Mr. E.) saw nething
to laugh at.— [t wus not then a iime (o speak of apnex-
ing Sunbury to York, or taking away its representative
privilege. These are liberal deys : the illiberal
days are gone by, These nre days of franchising, not
of disfrapchising, He (Mr, E.) woo!d be sorry to pre-
scribe to any Hen. Genilewen the laboure and fatignes
of stndy ;5 but be theught, if they would enly step into
the Cemmifiee Room, and Isok atthe map, they would
be convinced of the necessity of this meassre. He
(Mr. II.) suw vo reason for delaying the question.—
The people are groaning for redress. It was a mest
necessary measure,—York County is very peculiariy
circumstanced. In one corner ef the county is Kre-
dericton, the seat of gevernmnent,nad the enly place
where the couvnty courts are held, The inhabitents of
the countly must come from its remotest parts, from a
distance of many hundred miles, to do whbat? To do
every public duty, No wonder the people complaio
of the hardship. Shoold the bouse, then, delay er
pause in the consideration of the question? Wko
weonid be injured by proceeding with it 2—On the con-
trary, a great nember of people would be relieved
from beavy burdens, by the measure, He (Mr. E.)
considered that it must be promptly effected.

Mr. Haywnard advocated the introduction of the bill,
and would go with it when introduced.” He was satis-
fied of the present inconveniencessostained by the peo-
ple. The Sessious and ihe Sopreme Court are held
only in Fredzricton. The inhabitan(s must come here
from very grent distances, and were often obliged to
stay here as long ns ten days. This was a greathard-
skip ; s crying evil, Wkere were the people te ge¢
redress 2 Why from that hevse.  As te what bad been
said by the hon. menber frem Keot, respecting the an-
nexing of Sunbury and York; why lh.m might be ‘u‘zl
very well io that hon. gentleman’s opinion. It ceriain-
ly might be so. He (Mr. H.) would not say it might
not. But it had nothing to do with the picsent ques-
tion.—This matter bad been treated with great wirth
by some hen. gentleman; But it evght not to e so.
That house were orshould be a grave body of men. He
had no doubt the hon. member for Kent, when on .lhc.
hustiogs at (be last election, had made great promi=es
to his constitnests, about guarding their rights and pri-
vileges, and so forth. But now be was these he ap-
pea.-)m to turp every thing into ridicule.—ie werld
remind that hon, gentleman. that tbe county of Sunbu-
ry.emall as it is, is very independent ; remarkably ro.
Lts represzatatives did pot come to l[la( house )on.ded
with petitions, begging, praying, ciying for pecuniary
relief. No. They bad vot presented one duriog this
session. They depended on their owo ressurces, and
did not trouble the house at all. This was not the case
with some other eounties. Even from itbat very res-
pectable county of Kent, its represeniative came to
the House, earnestly praying for aid. He (Mr. H.)
feared that kind of praying was the cnly kind prae-
tised., He feared there was vot much nbser'vil”.“ of
the Seriptural injunction, to ** pray in secret.’

Mr. Chandler observed, that this question had often
been before the house, asd he had never befure heard
it snid, that the scttlement of the Boundary Line wouid
have no influence upen it. He thought it very extras

eferving the matter to
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