tisfied how this enormouns sum has been expended. It isa
very great sum, and has been paid by the poor people.
It is our duty to make a very particular enquiry.
¢ Mr. S, Humbert. As this conversation has already
aused so much te be said, I think I may as well say
ymething myself. Thisis a very importaut subject.
11 this house is the sole judge,and the proper jndge of
what burdens the peeple ought to bear, & perceive that
there are burdens.whieh the people ought not to bear,
we cannot be silent. As to the crawn officers, I am net
much acquainted with them or their offices, but I know
one case arising from them; of a. very oppressive na-
ture. If, however, the proceedings of a public office
become burdensome, the bouse undoubtedly has the
power, and will effect a remedy. But this ‘particular
office is only one among the many burdens of the peo-
ple. The people are laboring under burdens too heavy
to be berne. Shall they remain so ? . Shall they centi-
nue to bear them ? No, Sir. The timo is now come
for reform. Let us look at the Mother Country. She
has set us a wise example. It is for us to see that the
people are put in possession of (heir undoubted rights.
The burdens of the Crown Land System are notbing to
the other burdens under which tha couatry labours.—
The administration of tbe law in this eountry. Sir, the
law is good in itself, no doubt, but the admiristration of
it is grievous and oppressive. It is a burden no peaple
ought to bear. The people are saddled wilh expenses
they cannot bear. If we wantto recovera debt of
£18 or £20, we must spend £7 or £8 to, recovér it.
But the people at home are just rising<in (heir strength
to shake off such burdens. Sir, I glory in the hope, that
this house will look at the mother conntry, will copy
her reforms and retrenchments, and make law cheap to
the people.—The Custom House system. Sir, is another
grievous burden. The Custom House collects the re-
venue of thiscountry.—[ Here wa lost the principal part
of a sentence, respecting the price paid for provisions
by the people, and the custom house officers.]—Are we
1o be taxed to pay for what we eat? The mode of pay-
ing the custom houss officers is illegal. The house will
surely no longer suffer it, though we have submitted to
it hitherto. The money cellected is retained in the
hands of those gentlemen ; they -pay themselves, and
we have no account of the application of those funds.
Why should we not pay them ourselves? Look at our
Provincial Treasurer. He is an industrious, respectable
& worthy man. He is every day in his office at 10 o’clk,
and remains there till 2 or 3, actively attending to every
thing bimself, and carefully managing the accounts of
the whole Province, & for all this he receives the enor-
mous sum of £600 a year! While the Custom Heuse
gentlemen of 5t. John are driving abovt the streets with
their tandem sleighs, and horses,” and bells, and fars,
and receiving £1500 a year a-piece, while the Collect-

. or's name is signed to the custom house papers by a

elerk. 1 say again, Sir, shall we suffer this ? If these
are burdens oppressing the people, (and these are only
some of the burdens now bearing upon them), I hope
this house will not rise without making some alteration.
Oa the motior of Mr. Weldon, it was resolved, that
the petition of B. L. Peters, Esq. be taken into consi-
deration on Wednesday the 23d day of February, inst.
and that notice be given to the pelitioning candidate,
and to Mr. John Kinnear, the apparent agent of the re-
tarned member, to exchange lists of votes. T
Mr, Cunard presented two petitions,annexed to each
other ; the one being from certain freeholders of the
Couaty of York, and the other from George Frederick
Street, Esq. of the same county, praying that the house
would institute an inquiry into the qualifieation of John
Allen, Esq. & member returned for said county, vacate
the seat of the said John Allen, Esq, order the name of
the said George F. Street, Esq.-to be inserted in the re-
turn, and allow him to take his seat accordingly. The
Pelition being read Mr. Allen observed, that they
appeared to contain a very minute detail of circumstan-
ces indeed, and were probably intended to overwhelm
him altogether. Notwithstanding, however, such a
formidable array, hé was still in the land of the living,
There were many allegations in those lengihy compo-
sitions not altogether scriptural, altho they were engros-
sed on such a Jarge piece of parchment, aud so numer-
ausly & respectably signed. He thought it very extra-
ordinary, if they were true, that the County of York

should have acted under such a delusion; as to return
as their representative en nnqualified person. The
petitioning candidate was extremely modest, He only
required that a member returned by 800 or 900 free-
holders should be ejected from his seat, and his own
name inserted in the retura, It wasno doubta very
convenient way of proceeding. He, (Mr. Allen,) ac-
koowledged that he had some time since received a
letter from Mr. Street, calling on him to state his qua-
lifications as a member of this house, and stating that
such a disclosure might prevent unpleasantness, as
otherwise he, (Mr. S.) shotld certainly take legal steps
to prevent his being sworn in as amember of the house.
Mr, Street being a legal man, and yet talking about
taking legal steps to prevent his, (Mr. Allen's) being
sworn in, so much surprised him, that, and frem other
contents of that letter, he did not think it worthy of
areply. He would defer further remarks for the pre-
sent. He hoped however he should be able to give
some little information to the house, which would
prove that very few of the allegations of those petitions
were worthy of notice. He felt that he should fallinto
the hands of men—he should fall into the hands ofgood
men—for be should fall into the hands of the mer that
composed this House. They formed a tribunal which
would expound the laws according to their construc-
tion ; a tribunal not tied down by rigid rules of law,
bat judging with equity, and with (he fear of God be-
fore their eyes. He would rest his case in their hands,
afier baving given such information as would entirety
remove many of those allegations. In behalf of his
constituents, bowever, if the house should find reason
to vacate his seat, he hoped they would not hasfily in-
sert the name of the petitioning candidate in thereturn,
bat snffer the people of the county of York to have a
voice in the matter.

Mr. Scott moved for leave to bring in a bill for de-
fraying the expenses of the members of this house.

Nir, Partelow thought this motion rather premature.
The bill would properly ceme under the notice of the
committee for ascertaining what lawsare nearexpiriog.

Mr. Weldon believed it was quite competent (o any
member, when a law was very near expiring, to meve
for leave to bring in a new bill, otherwise, bills might
expire before that Committee could provide for their
continuance. He thought thisa very important bill,
and required the attention of the house.

Mr. Simonds objected to the title of the bill. He
thought it nevessary to state in the title the whole na-
ture of the bill. He would recommend it to be enti-
tled * A Bill to provide for certain services therein
mentioned,” Mr. Chandler briefly replied, but
we could not cateh what he said. Mr. S. Humbert
stated, that he had intended to bring forward a resolu-
tion in the Committee of Supply oo this matter, He
thought (he house ought to return to its first mode of
proceeding, in regard to the payment of members.—
He saw no reason why it should not adopt the old man-
ner of paying them, viz., so much per day, and so moch
for travellingtexpenses. Would pot this be the best
mode of proceeding. He, (Mr. H.) was in the house
when the change in this respect took place ; and he
thensaw no reason for that change. The Goverror,
the Cauncil, and the House, in fact all parties, were sa-
tisfied with the old method. Yhat was the argument
adduced, in_support of the alteration 2 Why, it was,
that if the payment was at so much per day while the
aessiop continued, some of the members might be indu-
ced 1o delay the business of the house, and thus pro-
long its session, - But he, (Mr. H.) thongbt this an un-
justimputation, He trusted that none of the members
-would be actuated by such a feeling. What was the
argument now, agaiost the new mede of payiog the
members a certain sum for the sessien, whatever might
be its length ? Why, it was, that if members received
£30 or £40, for their whole services. they would,when
they had sat 30 or 40 days, become impatient and rest-
less, and waould hurry the business of the house over,
in order to end the session, and thus, perhaps, do injus-
tice to the country, He thought that one of these
arguments had as much force as the other, and there
therefore did ot appear any reason for altering the
old wode. He conceived, for bhis own part, that the
labourer is alwavs worthy of his hire, and that if a

member sat in that house, attending public busiaess, for

50 or 60 days, he ought to be paid accordiagly, and oot
by giving him a certain sum for ap uncertain space Qf
time. Mr. Cunard granted that the labourer is
worthy of nis bire; but he would recommeod con*
tinuance of the new mode. Ho would say to every
member, after you have sat in this house 40 days, let
your pay for any further time, be the honor of it. He
would oppose any molion to the contrary effect.

Mr. Scott rose, and observed that the remmkg that
bad just been made had called him up. He believed
and hoped it was the case, that every member nf that
house would very cheerfully serve his country witlout
pay. His (the Hon. Member’s,) constitnents,bowever,
had no objection to his being properly paid for his ser-,
vices, and he believed his colleagues from Westmore-
land had no objection to every member of that house
being properly paid. As to the mode of payment sup-
ported by his boo. friend from Northumberland, it
might do very well for mercantile meo, who could

‘leave their homes without great inconvenience, and

whose business could be transacted regularly and ef-
fectnally in their absence, and who were possessed of
sufficient oratory to make a brilliant appearance in that
house ; but it would never do for farmers whose time
was required at home.-—For me, (said the hon. member)
whoam a farmer, and who am not blessed with sudh a
fluency of speech, and bave no svch great talents to
display, that mode of payment will not do. I skall
cootend for:the old form of payment. We ought (o get
what we got before, ~ All our constitnents are quite
willing that we should have it, The labourer is truly
worthy of his hire ; and if we discharge our duties
faithfully, we are worthy of our bire.— Leave graoted
to bring in the bill, :

Mr. Partelow rose, and begged leave (o say a few
words: he had but very little to say, and would not
trespass long on the patieace of the house. But he bad
n very important motion tn make, and he was vnwilling
to defer it any longer.—He wouldimove,that this house
adjourn till to-morrow morning, at- 10 o’clock.--Ad-

Jjourped accordingly.
Friday, February 11,

Mr. Hill begged leave (o read a petition from certain
inhabitants of the Parish of St. James, in the County of
Charlotte, members of the Kirk of Scotland, praying
for Provincial aid, 1o assist them in erectiog a chapel.

Mr. Partelow thought such a petition eotirely out of
order. He believed there vas a resolution on the Jour-
nals of the House, (hat nosuch petitions, from aoy reli-
gious body of men, shoold be presented. . The Hon.
Member reminded the House, that io the session of
last year, the Rev. Dr. Gray, the Episcopal Clergyman
of St. John, presented-asimilar petition praying for
provincial aid, to enable lim to complete an Episcopal
chapel in the parish of Partland, near that city, which
petition was refused.

Mr. Simonds- was not aware of any such resolution
being in existence. He believed there wasa general
understanding that the Houie would not grant proviocial
aid te any one religious denomination more than (o an-
other. The hon. memberfor Charlotte was perfectly
right in presenting the petition,and the House wonid be
s0 in receiving it. The pétitioo of Mr. Gray, referred
to by his hon. colleague, lad slipped his memory, but
he well knew thatbefore that occuirence such pelitions
bad been always received

The Speaker declared 'ﬂ’r. Hill to be perfectly in
order. Mr. Partelow would not press the objection.
But there was certainly al all events a general under-
standing that the house wonld notréceive such petitions.

Mr. S. Hombert would be very sorry indeed,”i0 ob-
ject to the reception of any petition frem any of the
people. But it was well knowu that petitions of this
kind gave great tronble to the honse, & occupied much
of its time, to no good purpose. Lf this petition should
be received, all the religious denomivations in the Pro-
vince wounld alto come forward, and pour in petitions
praying for provincial aid for their churches.

Mr. Hayward would be loth (o-object 1o the petition,
and loth to vote for it ; but the reception of (his petition
would open a door which the house could not afterwards
well shat, He should oppose the pelition,

Mr. End declared himself in favour of the petition.
If there existed a rule of the honse, by which the houose
defermined not to assist one religious sect more than
avotbier, it wasa very goad rule, anc au honor to the

house. He (Mr. E.) was nn enemy to all ecclesiaslical
partiality ; but be had a full confidence in the ditcre-
tion of the house. No matter wheire a peﬁlion comes
from, or from-whal sect or denomination, if the house
did oot (hink proper to graot the assistance, il wonld
refuse, He would nct go the length ofsaying,thatevery

‘Christian sect should receive part of the public money,

which all Christians pay ; but he thovght that all peti-
1ions ought to be received, even if the prager of them
was afterwards refused.

Mr. Slason objected to the petition. Tf it were re-
ceived, many others of the kind would be poured in op-
on the house. Such pelitions only took up ihe time of
the house uselessty. 3

Mr. Brown stated, that if itshovld be a general on-
derstanding, tbat the house should not grant any such
aids, either to the established church or to any other
religious body, he should willingly vote against the re-
ception of the petition ; butif partiality were shown
to the established cburch, he should certainly support
the prayer of (be petition.

Mr. Weldon folly concurred with Mr, Brown. There
certainly was an understanding of the house, not to
graot leave for the presentation of any such petitions.
The reasom was, that the house had found by experi-
ence, that wheo money bas been thus granted by the
house to churches of the establishment, and to chapels of
other denominations, when those petilions were sent vp
stairs, the church grants were confirmed, while those
for the other sects were thrown out.  Finding this par-
tiality, the house bad thought it best to preveot i(, by
receiving no such petitivns at all, He (Mr. W.) should
therefore vote against the petition. He wasno friend
to ecclesiastical partiality. Mr. Canard objected
to tbe petition, There were ample methods of dispo-
sing of the public money, io other ways.'

Mr. Hill offered to withdraw the petition, on the ge-
neral understanding, that the house weuld not appro-
printe money to any such purpose. -

The Speaker mentioned, that if Mr. Hill wished (he
watter (o appear on the Journals, he had better present
the petition, andtake tlie sense of the house on (he ques-
tion, whether itshould be read. Mr. Hill accord-
ingly presented the petition.—Question negatived.

Mr. Simonds took occasion to obserye, that it was

highly necessary souie measures should be adopted, on
an early day of this session, for the codsideration of
the Custom House of this Province. He (Mr. S.) knew
from common complaint, that the_practices io the Cus-
tom House were not what they ought to be. No alten-
tion was paid to the laws of this Province. There
seemed (0 be an utter contempt of those laws in that es-
tablishment.. (The Hon. Member then detailed an in-
stance of a certifieate which had been destroyed as
waste paper.) In claiming the fishery bounties, the
law required certain certificates (o be praduced at the
Custom House. Such certificates had been annihilated
and destroyed. If the Custom Hoose Officers are not
compelled to observe the laws of this Province, it is
full time that they were. They were not servants of
this Province. They were appointed and authorised
by the Government at home, and they seemed to think
that they were under no control in this country. He
(Mr. 8.) hoped the House would take sirong measures
to remedy 1hese abuses. These officers seemed to
tbink themselves above the law of this Province. It
‘was bighly necessary that Custom House Officers sbanld
be compelled to obuervc'lhe"law. A great many fishe-
ry bounty certificates had lain a loog while in the
office a1 Fredericton; and the poor peaple were unable
to obrain heir beunjiss, becavie the certificates were
shamefully motilated. Ti was, in the opinion of the
Hon. Member, full time for the House to come te
some determination onthe subject, and to adoptdeci-
sive measures. For his part, he /Mr. Simonds,)
would never submit to sach insolence of office ; for it
certainly was insolence of office that officers should pre-
sume to mutilate a pablic docament,

Mr. Wyer felt very moch pleased with the observa-~
tions of his Hon, friend from St. Johu. In the situation
in which the couotry at present stood with the Custom
Honse Officers, it was utterly impasssble for the poor
fishermen to get their fishery bounties, for they covld
not get their certificates signed. 1t was full time for
tbe people to obtain their rights.

Mr.S. Humbert bad no doubt it was highly pecessary
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. Onthe motion of Mr. Simonds, the time for llkinf H
inte consideration the Petition of B. L.Peters, B
was postponed to Monday the 28th instant. i




