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Calling Po ultry 

Flock Removes Un- 

profitable Birds 

Some Standard Must Be Set. 

However, For Best 

Results. 

By B. F. TINNEY, 
Dominion Experimental Station, 

Charlottetown, P. E. I. 

| The essential factor in poultry 
flock culling is the removal of the 

unprofitable bird. It becomes 

necessary, therefore, to establish 

{ some standard before culling is 
undertaken. 

If it is desired to establish a 
minimum of 200 eggs during the 

pullet year as a standard for 

selection of breeding stock, it is 

[necessary only to refer to the 

jtrap nest records to determine 

| which birds should or should not 
{be kept. It is understood, ‘of 

| course, that the essentials of 

|breed characteristics and type 

va receive consideration. If pro- 
geny testing in any form is fol- 

| lowed. it is possible to go much 

further in selecting a flock for 
| high production. Trap-nest re- 

| cords alone have their limita- 
tions in that a high-producing in- 

dividual selected by this method 
may come from a rather poor 

sister-group. Progeny testing 

admits testing the entire pullet- 

sister group, and if selection is 

made on a family-group basis 
rather than on an individual- 
record basis, taking into consid- 
eration not only type but also 
production, egg and body weight 

and low mortality while in laying 
quarters, it will be found that 

great improvement in production 

{and vigor will result. 

Lacking actual records as a 

guide, culling becomes a matter 
of selecting to a type assumed to 

meet satisfactorily the require- 

ments for which selection is made. 

It is the only method where cull- 

ing of pullets is attempted. 

Choose birds which conform to 

breed characteristics, and select 

quick, active, vigorous birds that 

are always busy and seem to have 

plenty of work to do. Pullets 

shoulda be well developed, with 

deep keel and wide back, ensur- 

ing plenty of body capacity. A 

bright, prominent eye generally 

indicates an alert, . active bird, 
and is a desirable characteristic. 

A clean-cut head, with smooth, 

waxy comb, will indicate quality 

throughout the bird, and should 

be sought. If egg size is a factor, 

there is evidence to the effect 

that, within the breed, the larger 

bird will lay the seavier cgg. Dis- 

ard all shallow-bodied, coarse- 

headed or crow-headed individu- 

als found in the flock, and un- 

less they are to be kept for spe- 

cial purposes, such as for the 

breeding pen, it is questionable 
whether it is profitable to retain 

any birds after the completion of 

their pullet. year. 


