
A Paper Read by Miss EE. Murray, 
Chey of St. John, : 

ihe Fredericton Dlpcotha Sunday School 

“Conference Held at Sussex, N. B00 

Tuesday and Wednesday, 

May (7thand 18th. 

‘Assembled as we are ‘at this Sunday 
school conference, I may take it. foe 

granted that we all agree i ‘ 
portance, nay the aecessity of: : 
schools. We are not working under pro- 
test, only half assared that home teach-. 
ing may not be quite ag efficient. But 
seeing that the social sympathy of the 
kindergarten is brought at a veryiearly. 
age to assist in, a gobo education, we 
feel that chil igious training 

ought pd this time to récelve | 
all’ possible "help from outside thf. 

- ‘ances. 

Jairus’ Daughter,” they 6 
i RO Phi ihe pasta ot te Nall Twi 5 
and three at a time and stand per- | 

; fectly absorbed and silent ‘before the 

1 

i fury ;. good as can be afforded. The 

Orphan 

tures from Montreal, exhibited re 
Y. M. C. A. Some thought this an 
useless proceeding, as ithe pic 
‘would be Sp epond the Shep 

[En siede. (This is an age of 
istrative ame. ° “So let us have in ‘our 

ideal school house pictures as many } 

“is taught through the eye as 
well as through the ear. 

The next requisite is a boys’ Bible 
class room, and also one for girls. 

Young people. do mot like to be classed 
with children, and separate class 
-T00mSs might prevent the departure of 
anany scholars, who are apt to leave 
soon “after confirmation. I saw in 
Wannamaker’s large Sunday school 

Taking then this for ~granted, the 
mn pr in en's pe 

when ‘a paper tion requested on The Tdeal 
Sunday School. 

Dictionary ‘tells us, 

fo 2 Cousiilt Bik. Bb. 
says, The ideal. virtue 18 the Agr 
oo concept or ix cof virtue in its 
highest conceivable perfection.” 
Applying thig’ igang to our. ‘sub- 

ject, we should sig hat the ideal of a 
Sunday school. is'a, picture. in. our 
‘minds of a Sun 1. in dts. ‘high- 
est degree of perfection. But bere. a 
difficulty at once presents itself—How, 
ean we form a metal picture, a model, 
an ideal of a Sunday school in its 

_ highest degree . of: perfection, when 
Surday school work has so many dif 
ferent aspects. .It adapts itself to the 
ely, to the country, to the missionary 
fleld and to. our . wealthy. parishes. 
Several strong contrasts present them- 

. elves to. my memory. I can recall a 
Sunday school in a. pretty village in | 

Dorsetshire, Laurcls sheltered it, and 
faburn ins “leant over and: arched. the 
way’ that led from the school past. the 
quiet green graves to the old grey 
church. The village children, their, 

<-“hands filled with violets .or primroses,: 
. made as they 'enterefi school" their 
eurtsies to their : teachers; ‘one of 
whom, the clefgyman's neice, ‘Just 8 
years old, felt ‘more important/at the 
head of ‘her’ littl class than she does 
now, when addrsssing this” conference. 
Then may I'ask yout accompany 

me to a. missionary school in ‘the far 
south, shaded by 'magnolias; palmet- 
10 and Hve oaks from the fierce glare 
of the almost tropical sun. The seats 
are filled’ with dusky scholars; ' their 

I heard from Yeeiabah today,” y 
or our own. familiar “Onward Chris- 
tian Soldiers.” Sunday’ after Sunday 
thesd 400° negro children trudge six or 
seven niiles ‘to gather round their be- 
doved white teacuer, who has given a 
life’s work: to their education. She is 
now assisted by ‘a band of intelligent 
eolored teachers, her former scholars, 
and I venture to say that these little 
darkies know #&s ' much or perhaps 
more of their Bible thdn many white 
ehildren who ‘have leaflets and Bible 
helps and all other modern alds to 

study. 

Coming nearer nome, the picture of 
a log school house in the ‘backwoods 

‘of our:own province crosses my mind. 
The school house is almost hidden by 
spruce trees, apd is filled by a ‘motley 
group of: children of various denomin- 
ations, gathersd €rom a’ sparsely get- 

" tled distriaf, through ‘which the clergy- 
man drives many a weary mile to his 

"Sunday services. During the rector’s 
absence 1 took the Bible ‘class, and 
standing before a promiscuous’ row of: 
‘scholars © I began, “What is your | 
mame?” then proceeding; “Who gave’ 
you this name?" ‘The unexpected an- 
swer was, “Parson says ¥ needn't 
Yearn (that, I'ain’t been sprinkled.” It 
is right to add. that this ‘log school 
House of thirty years: ago’ been 
replaced by a pretty gothic building, 
where, prestmably, more satisfactory 
catechism answers are given. 
Then of course we dre all familiar 

with our city Sunday sc 

2% ‘ments to interfere with teachers’ 
“F meetings. They will be loyal to rec- 

in Philadelphia that all the = older 
EE from the main } - 

a rey ye 4 gor € 

“school Howse ios be of difter- 
ent heights, and a table in the middle 
of each class is a great aid in con- 
centrating and securing attention. I 
first saw them in the'schogl of Christ's 
‘ehurch ral, Montreal. There 
each’ class ‘gathered round ifs table, 
‘which had a3 drawer for papers and 
books. CA ‘ropm. for. the infant class 
with a” ‘blackboard is almost indispen- 
‘sable “The last thing I would men- 
tion is that ‘perplexing and much 
‘abused Sunday school ‘library. Seo 
‘difficult ig # to manage that some 
would abolish it altogether and thus 
abandon a great aid in influencing 
and ‘instructing ‘young people. ‘Each 
Sunday school should have a library 
of books ur reference for teachers and 
a’ list of carefully ‘selected works of 
fiction. "I" say -d@eliberaitely works of 
fiction. “What are good works of fic- 
tion ‘but parables of Jifé? A lesson 
impressed by living examples. is re- 
membéred -when good advice is for- 
gotten. ‘These ‘books generally reach 
the parents of the scholars, and will 
aid in’ enforcing the rector’s admon- 
ftion and in supplementing his teach- 
“ing. That noble society for promot- 
ing Christian knowledge, the 8. P. C. 
‘K. as we ‘call it, provides at ‘its de- 
positaries in St. John and elsewhere 
a very good selection of interesting 
books at moderate prices. « Pictures, 
texts, illuminated cards can be had 
from the same society. This 1g'-our 
ideal ‘school house. Am impossibility 
it may be thought in a country parish. 

But if we cannot reach we can ‘strike 
towards an ideal. A small building 
may be as well proportioned, as well 
heatel, lighted annd ventilated as a 
‘large school house, and in these days | 
of dhromolithographs and photograv- 
ures, reprints of good pictures ' are 

: i difficult to procure. 

{| submitting if possible to examinations." 

‘words of that beautiful prayer i 

a oe about pri 
the de- 

would 
: hens arrangements to the: par- 
ish "house. - But in parishes without 
‘this useful building the basement of 
the Sunday school might be utilized 
for the purpose, and provided with 
erockery, cutlery and ofher appliances 
for the Sunday school feasts and en- 
tértainments which arg so popular at 
the present dav. 

The next part of my subject is the 
ideal teacher. What are the chief 
requisites. Presupposing deep religl- 

cous feeling and a fair amount of bi- 
Tlical and prayer book knowledge the 
chief requisite for an ideal teacher is 
the power of control, without which 
all other gifts are useless, A noisy, 
undisciplined class is .a reproach $0, 

the teacher. 
‘Thera are no bad regiments,” sald 

the great Napoleon, “but there are bad 
colonels.” '. The next best power is 
that of winning the affeetion of the 
young—so only can you mould the 
chavacter. ‘The third requisite is the 
powcr of teaching and imparting 
‘knowledge. These are the three im- 
portant requisites’ for a successful 
‘teacher. The power of controlling, 
the power of alftracting, ithe power of 

imparting. 
The ideal teacher will, of course, be 

punctual and regular in attendance, 
will get up the lesson carefully during 
the week, will occasionally visit the 
pareits, so that knowledge may be 

gained of the home life of the schol- 
ars. . Tdeal teachers will qualify them- 
selves for their work by study and by 
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tor Re pion ‘never. idan 7 

g Among 

vill ‘often recur to their minds and be 
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the present Archdeacon Sill of Cohoes, 
Diocese of Albany, was for . many 
years Canon DeVeber's curate. He 
was given complete charge of the Sun- 
day school, which increased rapidly 
“under his ‘management. © He had a 
“wonderful memory of faces and. 
names, - and’ never passed. one of the 
300 scholars in the street ‘without a 
friendly recognition. His rule was 
strict, yet loving: His power of con- 
trolling, attracting and instructing 
was particularly marked when he 
catechisel. _ The scholars would “sit 
perfectly quiet, “their attention fixed 
on him, while by skilful questioning 
he roused the mind and drew out in- 
telligent answers. He also took much 

interest in ithe singing of the school, 
and being very musical himself he 
brought it up to a high standard. 

The other model superintendent was 

Mr. Montague Chamberlain, a lay- 
man, a business man. He ‘is now as- 
sistant librarian in Harvard college, 
Hoston. He broughti his exact and’ 
business-like’ ways into every depart- 
ment of our Sunday school: He was 
ready to adopt new plans and methods 
when old ones seemed to: be losing 
their power. His zeal and-seif-denial 
were shown in ‘one instance by his | 

arty Sitar] 
business life it is most difficult to find 
any one who, affer a week of hard 
work, is willing to give up his day of 
rest and act as superintendent of a 
Sunday school. All honor to those 
who do so. Let us appreciate their 
self-denying ‘labor and support them 

in their work. 

The ideal parish—In the ideal par- 
ish’ the parishioners’ take a deep in- 
terest iin the Sunday school. They 
see that their children afftend punc- 
tually and regularly, they enquire 
about the lessons, assist children in 
finding texts and inj every possible 
way co-operate with the teachers. In 
the ideal parish school sessions are so 

‘| arranged that the little ones, Nave an: 
opportunity of going with “thelr par- 
enits 0 the house of God. In ‘some 
parishes, such as St. Mary's and St. 
Paul's’in’ St. John, a morning ang an 
afternoon school have for.various rea- 
sons been deemed advisable, but these 
are exceptional cases: As a rule chil- 
dren cannot attend two Sunday school | 
sessions. and a ‘church service without 
much weariness. In a general way 
ithe ‘afternon Sunday school-seems to 
answer best. ‘It avoids ‘the hurry and‘ 
scramble ‘of the average family on 
Sunday ‘morning. ‘The Sabbath was 
made for man,” for ‘a brainworker 
or a hardworker, and an hour's later 
rest on Sunday morning is’ no. sin. 
Then afier a comfortable family meal. 
a little attention to ‘the children’s 
dress, the whole family proceed with 
Es uiet feeling to the: parish 

5 plan affords also ample. 
Shpatiy to. attend an eect as 

bration. ; 
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supernintendent. and. teachers in friend- 

‘doneted to home missions, and a por- 

tion, ‘only 4 ‘tithe it may be, ought to 

be appropriated to foreign missions— 

the salt on the: sacrifice. 

© The ideal ‘rector—Very careful must 

1 be in handling this part of my sub- 

ject, especially after my: ‘remarks 

about criticism. But 1 ‘may say that 

the ideal rector jwill' give the Sunday 

school a foremost place in his parish 

arrangements. Remembering that 

Sundey school work originated less 

than 150 years ago from a tiny seed 

dropped. by the Great Sower, in the 

seeing that since then, under ‘the 

influence of the Holy Spirit, the Guide 

of the cliurch, this: field of work has 

munities of the 

awd] Seite at: gi alt vine the 

ggency thus placed within ‘his reach 

J} ‘and use it to the best advantage. He 
will be in’his Sunday school as often | 

as 1s possible in these days of hard- 

werking,  over-worked: clergy. He will 

select ‘the opening and closing serv- 

jces of his school—the course of year- 

1y lessons ‘by leaflets or otherwise and 

the hymns. Let us have one hymn 

book for church and Sunday school 

garvices. ‘It binds the Sunday school 

closer to the church. And if the hymns 

of the Sunday scholar 
probably ' beyond that of 

of "the congregation. 

The ‘ideal ' rector holds regular 

teacher's meetings. Téachers are like 

telephonic wires By them the rector's 

influence reaches many more families 

than would otherwise be possible. 

Then ‘our Ideal rector has an “4deal 

wife, who strengthens - his authority 

and’ deepens his influence inthe’ Sun- 

day school. I Know there is a differ- 

ence of opinion ‘on this ‘subject.’ "A 
long controversy was carried on about’ 
it last year in the London Guardian. - 

Some think that the wife’ neéd not, 

nay, ought not to take interest in her 
husband’s professional duties’; that 

her family, her "household cares, her 

social duties, her legitimate recrea- 

tions will amply occupy her time. 

Doubtless there are many such cases. 

Others contend that ‘the bond ‘of 

mutual interest and mutual work in- 

credses the sympathy and enjoyment 
of married life; that in these days of 
woman's influence it will be one of 

the highest, sweetest duties of a 

cléergyman'’s wife to share iher - hus- 

band's interests, and to assist in the’ 

parish and in the Sunday school in 
the many ways a wife alone can do. 
LFnor parish in which the rectors. 

many 

young people of the parish. The work 

done, she returns to ‘her household | 

up daughter can take a post of use- 

fulness in the Sunday school. 
but nothing can quite replace the 
gentle, unobtrusive influence of .the 
rector’s wife. As I read these words 
many here will doubtless recall the 
beloved memory of the wife of a for- 
mer rector of this parish. 1 mean 
Mrs. Charles Medley, who has so late- 
iy entered into rest and rejoined her 
husband in the paradise of God. 
In loving companionship in mutual 

work, in kind hospitality, in sympathy 
with the ‘sick, the sad and the sor- 
rowing, she seemed to. fill ‘out the 

her in the retirement of her widow- 
hood, so that I cannot speak more 
definitely of her active life. 
Lastly, the ideal rector will encour- 

age the attendance of his teachers at 
Sunday school conferences, 
Here again we meet with a differ- 

ence of opinion. “What is the bene- 
fit of conferences?” we are asked. We 
see. that attendance at them is one of 
the features of the day. There are. 
church conferences, 
conferances, missionary = conferences, 
and, may I add women’s conferences. 
What is the benefit of conferences? 
we are again asked. Are they mere- 
ly a fad, a fashion? No, certainly 
not. There is no great movement of 
humanity but has some deep meaning. 
The spirit of the living God still 
broods over the world of men as for- 

{ merly over the face of the waters; 
= gradually SNSFILE unexpected .  re- 

ferences,’ but. even. now. we. can 4 
many, good results. Conferences tend | 
to widen sympathy, to arouse energy, 

to suggest new ideas. ‘While we are 

anather, fresh. thoughts come up in| 
our: own minds; while we. are speak- 

1ing, others aafoh the glow, of our en- 
thusiasm. But; in orde: ito experience 
the full benefit of a conférence we. 
must do our. share of the work. We 

‘ers; we must take gu active part. A 

| remark, or: indeed only a question, 
vont Sa Jeneshor ut 308 15; te: 
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{deal of ‘a rectors wife, I only knew | 

Sunday school | 

listening ‘to the earnest address of : 

‘school’ ‘houwe, | its: ag its: super- 3 

‘ent, of grading, of : 
require nes paper as long as this 
to enter on these subjects. Some of 

them will be touched upon during the | 
copes. of (his. conference. 2 

the whole work 1 will’ | 

ly conclave. A portion doubtless will [It 
;be given to the perish funds, #& portion 

ed to in this simple’ ‘poem, - 
a friend, with which 1 conclude my 
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With majesty divine 
Yet clearly echoes down the years, 
A voice from Galilee 
“As ye do it to the least of these, 
Ye do it unto Me.” 

FRANCES BE. MURRAY. 

SUNBURY COUNTY 8. 8. 8. CONVENTION, 

FREDERICTON JUNCTION, June 23. — 
Ta of: superint teachers ad 

th school wor] ers gathered at the ¥. 
C. Fo church at Fredericton Junction 
for their annual convention. “There on 

; «first RS Rev. 
Robertson, the pastor, Col. T. 

 Sremdent, the ~ secretary, oe noet 
3 ing the field secretary, Miss Lucas ati 

After a halt hour of devotional setvice, the 
field secretary gave a spirited address on the 
‘Word and the Work, appealing’ strongly to 
ET ve As wot 3h 
gent. © Miss Lucas then spoke for a «few 
en addressing earnest words to the 

who were present. Tre president 
bua rg pts of his joy at seeing’ 5 many 
present, and odio al ya ‘welcome. 
The foll three sessions, was 

one of deep r Soins 5 the Sunday jaa! 
werk of the County. The i 
was opered by a Bible realirg by Hom 

rips {omit The number: of « 

1." Rlosander; | 

Manifests an Interest in the 
Ay 

Spaniardsand the Cubans. 

The Reporter Sets Him Right on One 
or Two. Points, and Utters 

a Warning. 

Some Very Important Despatches Relative 

to the Prospects of a Great 

. Sea Fight, 

Paul the: Milicete, With his hand on 
his knife-hilt, his ‘tread cat-like, ang 

his eyes roving like those of a war- 

rior on the death trail, leaped into the 

reporter's den and quickly closed the 

door. 

+..The reporter was wholly unprepared 

| tor war. E5008, A OMAR fo him in 

been at church twice on 

: Biota, ‘and had heard oné man say 

salvation depended on deeds, and ‘the 

other say it depended on faith. & Be- 
tween the two, in the flash of con- 

h he believed preceded 

ition, he felt that he 
through. 

“Where they gone?’ was the coun- 
ter question?” 
“To what particular Spaniards do 
you allude?’ 
“Them ‘Spaniards . been drove ‘way 

from Cuba,” replied the Milicete.. 
“ “T Had mot heard,” said the reporter, 
“that any of them had started yet.” 
Mr. Paul stared at the reporter for 

a full minute, and then sat down; 
_ffAint them Yankess drove ‘em all 
out?” he demanded’. ; '1 
“Not yet. The. three weeks! war. 1s 

still in progress. = But the Spanfards 
are dying rapidly. Numbers. of them 
have been killed, several times. And 
‘the bloody work goes on. They will 

‘be. killed several times’ peng They 
‘appear to like it—even to thrive on it. 
I see no reason why they should not 
continue the cheerful pastime. all sum- 
mer. ” 

“That man Cervera,” queried Mr. 
Paul. “Is he bottled up?” 

Ari ricans wanted to keep him in, the 
Merrimac blocked the channel. Now 
‘that they talk of going in themselves, 
the channel js not’ blocked.” 
“Then,” said the sagamore, “I s’'pose 

they won't ‘need any St. sop man 
“his : 

; nor 
ci nce onset ni gl ‘but ‘the two or- 

ed parishes =e; ~xcellent Topont of 

. Robertson oaentes: the -devo- 
tional services of the afternoon. The -elec- 
tion of officers following was a season of 

work of oe a vis 

nie Merseceau; 

tin; Maugerville, Jas. A. 
Miss Lucas’ address 

ho iy 3 

must not be merely attentive lsten- {stones at a noisy dog, when- able passer-by slipgek. and 

day 

of Halifax, /If you SH over the 
relic, “again in my you will 

ary Supsriptenient, Mion syrtle “Hayward, | 

Blissville, | sand 
‘Li. /Tra< 

cey:: Lincoln, Taylor rms diy Burton; { 
Samuel J. Kibnie; Sheffiell, Rov, J. M. yi 4 

Raymond. were,” ga _ report 
they were patriots of ‘noble soul and 

lofty courage—and they were mar- 
| tyrs. And eir blood cried out to 

‘war for their de- 

Coy The waits onal record says 
Dr. Talmage. But since they 

tying in the shade all 

leating the rations of the Am- 

ldiers and smoking cigar- 
tes all night—while the Americans 

do the work and the fighting—they are 
quite as noble as they were. In 

“Not as much as he was. When the 
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