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’OTTAWA LETTER:--

ln the Dlsoussion on Mr. -:Fﬁnt’s
Prohibition- Resoluhans,

{ —H-!-e—,- ¥ ."wum 5
M, Sifton Frankly Admits That Que-
be¢ Rules the Rust. 05 W

—‘*.

Mr. Logan's Peculiar Course and Mr Mc
Clure’s Attitude—The ‘West
Huron Steal.

OTTAWA, July 28.—The sensation of
the hours is of courss the railway sub-
sidy bill. This little sheet ¢alls'for the
snug sum' of six and & half millions,
. with great possibilities of enlargement.
The calculation s made on a rate of
$3,200 a mile except in respect of one
road, where double that subsidy 13-pro-
vided. But in a,u m the -ubddr

the are ‘supposed 'to be-

in the Rainy River railways, which
are to cost $896,000 and $224,000; 'they
ars also supposed to Be concérned:in
the Manitoba railways mentiohed. The
total number of new subsidies is 32,
but many of those are beginning" with
the certainty that other subsidiés are
to folloyw. Of the new railroads, bran-
ches and spurs four are in Nova Sco-
tia making 65 miles; and four in New
Brunswick aggregating 62 miles. ‘ he
Quekec bridge subsidy of a million dol-
lars was bargained for some time ago
and affords an interesting commen-
tary on one of the argumetits/in favor
of the Druminond railway contract.

* 'When Sir Charlss Tupper contended
that the Intercolonial railway should
be 2xtended to. Montreal by the North
Shore of the St. Lawrence, thus tak-
ing in Quebec and opening up a large
connection, it was urged to the con-
trary that this would imply .a large
expenditure for the bridge over the St.
Lawrence, ‘We are paying a sum equal
to ‘sevén or eight mlllions for the
Drummond-Grand ~Traak extens!on
and now we are to pay for the bridge
algo. Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s home' or-
gan, LeSoleil, has been boasting be-
forehand about this bridge. It has in-
formed the people of Quebec that Sir
Wilfrid never forgets his own. It
points out that Quebec city stood by
Sir Wilfrid in the days of his adversity’
and that the whole Quebéec distric has
sent a solid representation to support
Sir ‘Wilfrid ‘at 'Ottawa. 'The Soleil
points out that the premier owes his
majority and his control of the coun-
try to the solid vote of his part of the
provinee of Quebec, returning some 20
members, and that he resognizes his
obligation to meét the requests of the
brave people of that Adistrict.

iz ,_&ewm‘;mﬁ‘
¢ remind Aib-
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Sir “Wilfrid’s : compatriots.
Ot late »there‘is a good deal of glory-.

Sirg over ‘this. clrcumstance. . Mr. Bru- |

out l‘hatuc;mads wa.s controlled: by
thre¢ Frenchmen, Sir ‘Wilfrid Laurler,
Mr. Tarte and Mr.. Bruneau, wms a
sample of the utterances which are be- ;

eoming now quite familfar.  They were
uttered ‘triumphantly after the plebis-
cite election, when'the boast was made
that the vote of ‘Quebec had saved the
country and the premier.

‘When thls railway subsidy is passed
this session will have voted $58,000,000,
without counting the two or three mil-
lions voted to help _the government
out of last year’s tmubles. Over ‘a
million a week was the record before
this rauway vote e in, and now it
15 over eleven hundred thousand a
week. It is a pity to break the sym-

 metry of the thing by this new vote,

as it was convenient to speak of the
“million & week g‘ovemment -

Notwithstanding the mlmon a week
there are some reductions. Thée min- |

. dster of agriculture hus cut down his

. had mad

estimate for cold storage. Most of the
membera ‘think that this was the one-
vote most beneficial to the tarmmg
community and one that ought to have'
been increased it there was to be an
increase at all.”” Mx. Osler of Toronto

says that this is the most useful ap- |

propriation: of any., McDougall of
Cape Breton points out that nothing-
has been done to provide for cold stor-

inent ‘from me ‘Nova Bcotla

Sir ;..hgrlqes l‘upp‘!‘ é‘ﬂuns!y urged

wpon the ﬂye necgssfty of

the ldct late goverament and
fm—mf fo carry it for-

ward. . Now he was going back when

he should be advancing, and the coun-

try was in danger not

to continue the advance

a backward step. :Mr.

in a bumntious m

‘xk m,ormn. of if,- who
e.than the oppfgﬁhn leade

Mr.. F.(sher found t

.debate

Sir Richard Oa.nwﬂtht had tu mm a4

& confession during the Hay. He u-

scheme of this government was a com-

previous government -and claimed that
§i6 was getting a much better service
'by ‘the help of' Mr.2Dobell for. very
‘muth less’ monay.
Dabéll ;. fairly bubbled over with joy

the government . press from  the Lt-
lantiz to the Pacific; piled panenmcg

Jion the government for its oleverneu‘

in cancelling ‘the old bargain and ma.k

was . reliably assured that ' Peterson
~and Tats were quite ¢apable of carry-
ing on . the contract. They had only
been delayed by strikes and other Im-
-pediments,  Mr. Dobell was full of
words of encoumsement. Later in 1898
thera was a slight sicking of heart, but
the minister had not yet quite given up
the matter. In 1899 their whole pro-
gramme was admitted to be a failure
and Sir Richard admits himself to be
completely at sea in the whole maitter,

oo
The senate reform resolutions will
probably @tand over till next year.,
The -government is not so keen. &bout

] m!ely to be put back in the closet to

remain another year. If the resolu-
tion had been passad through the.
bouse the government might or might
not have Introduced it in the senate.
‘Whether it did or not the senate would
have taken notice of the performance
#nd would have adopted a resolution
sta.tlns ‘the whole case from the point
of view of that chamber. It could
have been shown that the senate’s ac-
.tion in nearly every case in which it
rejected measures carried through the
commons had been finally. discovered
to. be right. Either the government
T abandoned these measures or am-
ehded them so that in probably not
more than twoj/cases in ihe history of
the country has the senate rejected
‘the” same bill after it has been twice
tassed through the commons.

The West Huron enquiry is goingon
morning and afternoon; -and ‘makes
some progress in spiteé‘iof the delay
which the government is interposing.
It is rathar a difficult thing for a party
to gather all its voters at one poll and
prove that they voted for a certain
condidate. But Mr. Borden' is certain
toc prove that more votes were cast
at the Colborne poll for Mr. MclLean
“than were counted for him. There
may be cgnservatives that have wan-
dered away, there inay be some:who
had voted for McLean without an-
nouncing it, but already the number
examined is in excess of the number
of ‘votes counted for the candidate,
and all the hammering of the lawyers
defending the crime has rot been able
to shake the testimony of one of
them. ' They have been asked what
‘time of day they'voted, whether they
are sire they marked ‘the ballot right,
whether = they promised ‘to vote for:
McLea.n to whom they' mentioned the

eﬁn t before and after, and when,
‘lmd der ‘what 7 clrcumstances,and
what they' said, and what the qthf?r
man said, and how he came to say it,
and what they thought .when they .
‘sedd lt, and ‘what they would have

they came to sign the d on, and
whether. they .old myg;n:lbout it,
jand ‘whom, and when, And what they
.g8id, and what he said; and so on for
a half an heur or more in each case.

Usually some four lawyérs repeated
the same question, asking-the wiitness
if he hadn’t sworn to something that.
‘e didn’t swear to, a.nd..how he came
ta remember some : thmga when :he
cou!dn't remember some other things.

TR s o,ll rs,ther tediou;s ‘but the oe-
: mrrpnm are lightened up occasionally’
_with a laughable scene. Mr, * Britton
is & Kingston lawyer who regards him-'
self a very insidious man. He caught
‘. witness who seemed to be mervous
pa.nd.whose health was so wea.k that he
fainted before the examination was
aver, Mr. Britton laid a trap for this
witness and seemed to be very proud
. of /it.. 'Dhawltnels had sworn that he
‘ voted for MoLea.n. placing his mark
on the lower space on the ballot. Mr.
Britton concocted 'a little ballot of
his own, caretully p}aeinz MoLean's
name in the upper space. This he pre~
sented to the witness and asked him
to show how he voted for McLean, ex-
pecting that the youth would put his

‘plete. faflure, In 1897 Sir Richard de- |1
nounced the fast line contract of the |

In that year Mri | la
concerning his bottle necked ships, and

ing & better one. ‘In 1808 Sir Richard |’
was stil! hopeful but less confident. He

/Flint's state of consdence

by apmw that_ ihe.ballot should
diled. eﬂx;bﬁ: and hedome part
the evidence. % the record .of this’

case so long as it remains will con‘ta!nﬁ 000 ‘recei

‘the ingeniously dévised ballot ot Mr
Britton. REoE

Bana.tor Perley rather ‘resents ‘the
étatement of the St. John Telegraph
that the seventéen conservatives who
voted for his motion to hodst the Grand

' peo-
, 80 they
uld not punhh this govermnent for

The revenue drgtment has no termn
-ﬁr'«the aﬁﬂmm ‘jeader.’ The $8,000,~
from liguor taxes is  in

Hiig maind an absolutely paltry consider-
‘ation. A sober and industriods people
'conld make’ ‘up’ the amount . without
“feelinig it, and for .hat matter the $8,-
#000,000° could be taken ‘out of the ex-
fravagant supply bills' without much
“Joss to the country. Sir Charles point-

Trunk rallway bill :re dull and stuprd'f'ed out ‘that the liberal party had put:

persons. Mr. Perley is of the opinion
that these sénators have shown as
‘g8ood judgment and attained as much
sticcess in the affairs of life and in ‘the
business of the country as the author
of this criticism. 'Whateyér opinion
may be held as to the coprSe pur-
sued, Mr. Perley and his, colleagues
can hardly be described as dull _and
stupid people. Among them are Sena¥

tor Wood of New Brunswick, who is re- >

‘garded as one of the ablest men in thé

nenp.te, and Sem.tor muer of Nova_

MeKay and Prlmmse a.re nok
usually regarded as dull men, nor i
Senator Prowse of P. E.'L Mr. De-
Boucherville has been a premier of his
province, and the other dissidenis are
at least the equal  in knowledge and
ability with the average senator ap-
pointed by this administration.

Mr.. Mills complains that the senate ]
is giving him a hard time with gov-
ernment bills. He says they -eriticise
them with great severity and suggest
great numbers of amendments.  The
truth  seems to 'be that Mr. Mills is
himself very slovenly in preparing his
legislation. He does not see the effect
of things and is often only too glad to
Have corrections made 8o as to give
some pense to the proposed legislation.
Then he is often imposed upon by his
colleagues, who send him all the cru-
der legislation to introduce in the |
ate, so . that it can be put. into some
kind of shape betore it reaches the
commons. n, Mr. Mills fails'
pursuade his colleagues of some things
he wants to do. 'He had a medsure
prepared to add $500 to the salary of.
the -divorce court judges in Nova Sco-
tia and New Brunswick. No doubt;
these judges have a good deal of extra
work, but the colleagues of the minis-
ter of justice refuse to entertain his
propodition and it does not come betore
pa.rusm'ent. 8 D. 8. °

OTTAWA, July 29—Mr, Flint got his
dey for provinecial vrohibition, but his
resolution, after dragging on through
the afternoon and evening and ' until
three o'clock ‘this_morning, "did not
reach a vote. It had bean intended to
divide; but befors midnight ‘hings had
got so mixed on the government side.
of the house that the ministers were
ro doubt rea,dy to have the matter
postponed for further refiection. - The |'
gruusterlal tton was pretty 4

‘e may. ‘MoClure’ of 'pr
‘posing his bréhniltion ‘amendment 'to |
My, Flint’s motion at the time and in’
the nianner he did in order to help t
government' out of & hole,  But
effect of his mofion was thHat'it en-
abled Mr. Parmalee to come in with'
a second amendment, which will Imv'e
the support of the whole French- Can-
adian represmm.tion, and is expected
to shut out the MeClure mo‘xon a.lto-
gether,

* ‘Mr. Flint is not over zealous in'the
advocdcy of prohibition. ‘He devoted.
almost as miuch time to %he work’ of
excusing ‘the government for taking
no action as he did to the rest of his
argument. ~ Whatever may be " Mr. |
_ he can at |
least rest assured ﬁe ‘has nat’
given any trouble to the government
-which has refused to carry out. e
‘mendate of the people. Mr. MeClu
takes sterner grounds. He condemqs
the ‘government on :this ‘issue in: tge
strongest ' way. Perhaps' ' this ' co!
demnation has ' less terrors for Sir
Wilfrid than it ‘would if it came from’
scme other member jand ‘much less
thanwit would if Mr. MoClure had not
taken the trouble to say that he cen-
demned the opposition'’party equally,
and that he still supported the gov-
ernment on all other issues. But Mr.
McClure ‘made’ a strong prohibition

sreech, and censured the ministry. for
retuslng to take any action of any
kind in consequeace-of the plebiscite
yote. He insisted that even from the
government point of view' the 'vote
called *for ‘'some action, if not for a
‘general prohibitory law. Mr: McClure
_intends to holi ths government tes-
ponsible for the performance of its
duty, and will have nothing to do with
‘individual projects brought in- by
memters like Mr. Flint, If the min-
isters refuss to pertorm this ‘obvious

¥, Mr ‘MuCIure wlll ‘scold t.hexn

| Sir Charles '.l‘upper does not thmx
‘that Mr. ¥lint’s project is any 004,
nobm | He prafers the’ Scoit Act and declines’

to - a.salat in br g this new ele-
ment’into the ‘with all’the legal
complications and commercial compli-

catlons which must come with it. = }e | Province of Quebec agalnst it.

réviéwed the circtimstances which had |
{led up to the ‘present situation, sym=
bathmhg with ‘Mr. Tlint, . who  hsd

his career' as ‘a prohibitionist

| by apotozising for & government which
eludsd, the temperarice

‘Gaorge Cartier, who: ‘had .

the'ideal” parliament was one that ;
d ‘confine - Vot ]

the ‘plebiscits plank in their platform
to capture ‘the temperdnce vote, and no
doubt it had' been largely successful.
“They had mads the people believe that
they ' intended to ‘do :something, and
svhen the ' plebiscite bill was passed
they' gave'out statements which were
intended to make 'the temperance peo-
ple t.hink that ‘the will of the majority

voters who went to the polls would
sﬁe ‘carciéd out.’ At the same time, as it
wag now admitted, there was a secret’
/ irstanding’ tha.t action would not

ganizing, and all the time Sir Wilfrid
kept in his breast the secret of his in-
tention to disregard the result. If the
-people of Canada had known that the
government was attdching an impos-
gible| condition to this vote they would
havel had nothing to do with the pleb-
fscite.

Sir Charles read the view expressed
by some of the churches and temper-
ance bodies on this matter, and agreed
with them that an unfair advantage
had been taken of the temperance peo-
ple.

To, the surprise of the many mem-
- bers, Mr. Charlton, who in former days
was a mcst insisteat prohibitionist,
and who made all the trouble he could
‘for the-late government on this issue,
tcok the floor. declaring the govern-
‘ment had done all that could be ex-
pected. ' He believed that there was
ro authority in the plebiscite for a
{ prohibitory law, and declared that the
-gevernment had fulfilled all its pledges
wkhen it submitted the question to the
feople.

This is not the view of Mr. Brodeur
of Dundas, who declared - his inten-
tion to vcte against every amend-
ment which would take the responsi-
| bility from the government. It was
he who called attention to the position
‘of Mr. Fisher, who on his own state-
meht bad been made a minister on the
strength of his prohibition principles
end who was now opposing prohibition
as strongly as he had before support-
ed it. Mr. Pisher is a member of the
executive of 'the Dominion Alliance,

ch had condemned the government
ot which he was a meémber. ' Like the
cld bishop who was also a king, and
who prayed in one capacity ‘while he
mre in ‘anéther, Mr. Fisher. as a.
‘member of the Alliance was condemn-
‘ing“the ‘course hé: was: taking ‘as ' &
‘memFer of ‘the  government, = When:
the plebiscite campaign was on and’
Mr, - Fisher's : colleagues ' in: Quebec
were doing ‘all they could against |
‘prohibition; Mr. Fisher kept himself in
cold storag? in Ottawa.

Moore of Stanstead, one of the lead-
ing' ‘members of the Dominion: Alli-
ance, ' took 'the ‘strongest  possible
greund'against Mr. Flint's scheme. He
objccted; to it on general principles,
and in:particular because .hat portton -
‘of Quebeo - in which: he  lived. was
strongly in favor of prohibition. TUn-
der Mr... Flint’s  scheme it would be
absolutely shut . nut from all hopes of
| checking the liquor trafic for a gen-
eration to. eome.  Mr. Moore gave
some entertaining information in re-
gard to.the Quebec vote, quoting the
resullis in“a mnumber of wolls, where
out-of 4 hundred to one hundred.and
.fifty registered voters the ballots cast
‘were in some cases within three or
four of the total number, and in some
cases larger than the total number on
the list. . He gave a list of a dozen
polls .or thereabouts, in which the vote
recorded was 1330 out of a possibfe
1,357, which of course must have.been
s fraundulent. vote.

'Mr. Bell of Prince Bdward Istand
made & long and semewhat involved
argument in defence of the course of
the government. He held that the
ministers  were: perfectly/ Jusuﬁed in
refusing. prohibition, dwelling particu-
larly upon. the adverse- vote..of Quebec.
| He also invented the fresh excuse that
the government knew if they brought
in @ prohibitory bill the qena.te would
throw it out.. This produced some am-
usement, as it was appuent to every
member in ‘the house that the Zovern-
ment would. have only too glad
to have. such a/ bm thrown out by the

T'he on]y mmlater who spoke on the
discusston was Mr. Sifton, whodecla.red
himselt’ 8 temperance man, but asser-
téd that it would be the height of legis-
lative. folly to pass such a law with the

ch
-an’ injustice to Quebec would be. dq?::dy
‘injurious and offensive  coming from
_people of a diffarsnt race and. langnage,
and naturally it would be resented by
‘*e French Gumnam Thla frank ac-

“have contributed D. quirter of d ‘million

had voted in ta.vor ot naﬂona.! prohibl-,

had spent: uﬂ:eir time and money in or-‘

~Huron: ¢nquiry opens up a. pew line of .
“investigation: - 'We have mnew heard:
{'something * from. three polis .in that :f

| that' conservative ballots marked for

.discovered, and’ ‘4t" has'- been - found

‘and commeénd&’the govemment for re-

molation. -~ Mr.

to- appeal to the house: w the |

'{ to move hlm to plty.

would hardly

from the .and two or three
times that sum from private sources to
‘bring out a vete. the result of which
was ~kKnown betorehand especially
since the. pleblacuo had already been
taken in most of: the English provinces.:

Mr. Wilson 'of ‘Liennox,’ coneerva.tlve,
a member ‘of the Dominion Alliance,

caused ‘it to be understood that this |

resolution of  Mr. 'Filint dia not
come from ' any ' becdy of tem-
perance people ‘@8 such. It had been
subimitted “o the alliance and only the
liberal members of that body had ac-
cepted it.  From that hour the measure
had been in ¢harge of the grit members
of the alliance altogether and was ap-
parently used to take away the atten-
tion of 'the people from the main issue.
Mr. Richardson of Lisgar, a/govern-

ment supporter, is in favor of prohibi~

tion’ and believes that the goverriment
was fully authorized to go on!in that
direction. Dr. Roche, conservative, for
Manitoba, took the ‘same view, and Mr.
Henderson, conservative, of Halton,
informed the house that his constitu-
ents had shown their disapproval of
local option laws by rejecting the Scott
Act, while by a large majority they

self strmgly in con‘!ematiotr ot iha
actior.’ ‘of ‘the government and. read
Zrom’ Mr. Tarte’s Ufgan ~article after
article, printed during the campaign,
denouncing prohibition, and the whole
organization of “water drinkers.”

Mr. Bourassa was the only French
member 'who took part in the discus-
sion. He is the secretary of the in-
terndtional treaty commission, and
defends his leaders with great ear-
nestness. Mr. Bourassa insists that
nothing less than a majority of the
total registered vote would be author-
ity for the zovernment to act in &
matter of this kind. The last speaker
was Mr. Logan of Cumberland, who
informed the house that his county
had given the largest majority of any
in favor of prohibition, and that he
intended to carry out the promise
made in Amherst that if the majority
of “qualified electors voted for prohi-
‘bition’ he would support it in  the"
house. Having thus' squared himself
with the people of Cumperiand,  Mr.
Logan devoted the whole  of his
speech to thé work of squaring him-
self with the government. He .ran-
sacked all the files he could find ‘to
collect utterances in favor of the view
that nothing less than a majority
vote of all the ‘electors of ' Canada
would be a mandate for the govern-
ment . to pass a prohibitory law.  Most
of his readings were from recent edi-
torials in the Halifax Chroniele justi-
fying the course of the government; so
itat while Mr. Logan promised to vote
for prohibition, his whole speech was
s commendation of the government
for refusing prohibition, and a plea
to other meémbers not to vote b Mr.
Logan voted.

Yesterday's episode in . the Weﬁt

constituency. From cne poll 41 elec--
tors have sworn: and mamta.lned in
‘the. face of the most severe and even
brutal cross-examination that 'they
voted for: Mclean, ! whereas only 30
ballots are accounted for. In this poil
16 * ballots were found, evidently
breught in from some foreign source.
They  differ from the other ballots,
supposed to be taken from the same

rad, are marked ' in ink, ‘while the
others are marked in pencil, and all
bearing a cross opposite the name of
the . government ' candidate. It is
found: that not one officer at this poll
was sworn in, that upauthorized per-
sons were allowed to assist in, count-
.ing the ballots, that a grit scrutineer,
was allowed to act as-poll clerk, that
thée returning officer failed to marx
the counterfoils, as “he law requires,
and put them in his pocket, which the
law forbids.

In anbther poll it is found that'the:}
grit heeler who was made returning
officer had escaped ‘to ~the:  United
States to avold giving evidence, and

the conservative candidates were found’
scattered on the floor where he held
the poll.  In the third’ pollinx place.
the ‘returning officer was Dot sworn
in. *Neftheér were any of the other of-
ficials. Two forged ballots have been:

that 'Cap. Sullivan, ‘of . the machine
garg of pluggers' and desperadoes, was
ergaged at this ‘point 'of operations.:
Everywhere
touched it had foundisomething wrong, |
and in view of what has been diseov~
ered the only ‘surprising thing is that
My Holmes, who'isits 'In the- house

fusing to' carey ‘out its promises,. did
z.ot ha.ve a majomy of a thousand.

AT

Sir Henri Joly 1: iot a wlttr'man‘,*‘

Marie: wpa under axaamp yestc-r-

day, and ‘one of the features of, the |
measure dealt with the use of tobacco
for the convicts. Mr. Mills is not dis-
| posed to allow tobacco to ‘be used, and:
the legislation is in support of his pol-
icy. To th2 surprise of the house, and
especially ' of .the premier, Sir Henrl
rose to plead for the pﬂoomr, point-.
ing ofit that tobacco was a great so-
lace and comfort to & man instrouble
and tlu.t it was emel to deprive a well

Henrl to the ranks .
but suggested that it was

r 1men §ir Henri him- |
‘ap . The

| not smoke and that it was mmoulble ;

" members had gone home.

of "ministerial policy.

that . the enquiry had i g

D8

orr).wa. J’nly sllti ~It may be ‘.-
sumed that . arohibition, provineial
national, 'will: not be heard fre
more this year. On the

'{ ernment nas «nanaged this

rather adroitly, It was late befor

ministars mmced thst_th i

THE NAME

; THZE SOAP
that. has peculiar
qualities for washing
elothes and 'is good
. for all uses.
! HIGHEST IN QUALITY,

about exhausted before the order was:
reached. But Mr. Flint thought it
was necessary to say something, so he
got the premier to assign 4 day for the
discussion of Mr. Flint's way of escape.,
The motion came up on Friday and
bmptht out two amendients with
: ¢ i redsions of o;:niovn which
8t vision of the h

might bx'lng afbout some awkwamd:gss:
It is true that Mr. Charlton, Mr,
Holmes (whose election is being in-
vestigated in the privileges committee),
Mr, Parmelee, Mr. Logan, Mr. Flint
- himself and Mr. Sifton and other gov-
ernment supporters ¢ame to the rescue
of the ministers with excuses and rea-
sons, but on the other hand Mr. Mc-
Clure, Mr. Richardson and even Mr.
Logan anounced that they would have
to voie for straight prohibition.

It became necessary to head off the
vote and this was doae by the simple
expedieat of adjourning the debate and
leaving it adjourned until after the
The elo-
quent member for Gaspe, Mr. Lemieux,
who has no patience with the “water
drinkers,” at the suggestion of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier propoeed ‘the adjourn-
ment, and it was adopted.  The
chureheas, the temperance societics, and
all other religious and temperance
bnadles and-individuals may now resolve

and veadlve, sut the .government is -

safe for another year, unless the pro-
hibitionists' choose to get in their work
in the by-elections, but the government
does not appear to be much afraid of
that. The ' ‘“threshing machine” is
probably considered more than a suf-
ficient offset to anything that the tem-
perance people can ‘say or do.

Saturday’s discussion on. the ques-
tion of ministers’ salaries affords a
pleasant example of the fluctuations
Everybody is
willing that Mr. Paterson, who roars
leuder *han any: other minister, ' and
can break mor2 desks with his fist in
@ 'day than all the rest of the cabinet
can  break in a session, should have
as mueh say as his colleagues. i Sir
Henri Joly is not so fierce in his moods
as the minister of customs, but he is
nore emertalning. It is absolutely re-
freehing to ses him come into - the
Pouge with a mild protest against the
‘government bill which is supposed to
‘be his own. When the minister of in-
lend revenue gravely appeals to the
chamber against the anti-tobacco le-
g'slation of the minister of justice, the
house is not convulsed with
laughter, but is ‘' radiant!: with
smiles. Sincz goverrment by
cabinet " has been established the
srectacle has not been 'seen of a
minister criticizing a goveérnment bill
until Sir Henri established the prac-
tice. If he will d6 that two or three
times a session his opponents at least
will be willing that he Shall not be
dccked two thousand - doﬂm of the
\regulation salary. . %

But wha.t do the gn,a.t liberal party
think about ‘1t? For vears we have
been hearing that the miinisters’ cost
100 much and that there were too
many of them. 'Mr. Mulock has de-
livered numervus orations on the sub-
Ject, afficming that seven ministers are
all that is necessary. = Sir Richard

Canadla.n govemment has twice as
many ministars as the United Etates
‘guvernment, and a large. part of the
.campaign \sa.inlt the lh.te mmistry
was that the people were paying en-
urely too much in mmlst,erla.l su.laries.

When this. zovernmen; wa.s organ-
ued no reduction was made in the
‘number of portfolios. But the two

ers. . The excuse offered was
that the red,lt"tlon ‘of portfolies could
‘not _be made at omce, but that it
_would be done gradually. The heads
of the dement of customs and ex-
cise were left with the controller’s sal-

21y, with the assurance that when a

| x.oﬁtolio was abolished they wouid be

up to full status. BSo con-

ithe govemmnt in its in-

m now on the stat-

g ministers out of tke

. h‘oller- cont&lned the clause that

3 Swould be In: oreased as

tﬁenld tlie Awnbor of ministers was
reduceq by one.

\OV  have the next stép. The
mlaﬂe. &re increased and the number
lers is. not reduced by one.

1 n ministers in full

pay, which is ‘an increase over ‘the
‘number at any previous time; and
‘therefore it intensifics the evil, which
ed upon the feelings of Sir
%ﬂ‘tﬁﬁwﬂ@t and ‘Mr. Mulock
e, Sir Richard's case is

/"&e most Bumiliating of any, for he

‘holde a' portfolic which he has him-
self declared to be nseless, and which
‘from- it all the respon-
when he made this de-
i ‘Charies Tupper now
vith him that the department
Wt be abolished, and the only
defence -the premier has is found in
The mamnt that Sir Richard Cart-
yright is useful as a wort of a general
jant  ih other departmemts. Sir
#rtd himself says that he does not
m having advocated & reduc-
“in the number of ministers, and in
m he condemns and repudi-
ey 'the dsnunciat! of the gentle-
‘are shief oolleagues.
Nl to see with
‘Richard accapts the situ-
q«. not pretend that he
prk to do in his present
only record, as Sir Charles
out, is the mﬂu
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