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foall me’ ‘woman.” &% 
But this is my house.’’ ‘ 

difference. “A: mo law © ¢an' go 
and come as she pleases. I want some 
mustard and ginger frofm ‘the dru; 
Store, and if you slam the door when 
you go, out you'll find me at your| 
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* ‘Bofo’ the but loge at the 8 ink Xi Th t loaded and 
SERN pig 4 Powder in the house!’ 

Gi groaned. . 
*“Yos, purty fair Po cat, as cats 

go.’ say the oli’ woman: as keerless' 
as you please. 
“Har pelt: 1g’ ing “twa Prot fo 3 

Land ‘we can’t git ier 
Es mought it there was a men 
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Sh thisg to skeer Tilda White. 
You kin light up yous pipe: -d look 
on.” 
y37e What you gwine: to a8; Tiga? 1 
says. 
« Git, ‘that. cat’s pelt? wid: says as 

she « “rises up? ‘and - walks over. that 
ee 

4 ais 4 Had calli to’ Nef to 
sate back, but she laughs and keeps 
ightison. #I ran .into the cabin for 
pr. ‘knife, and while I was gittin’ it 
she picks up: &: ¢lub and walks 
straight for that cat. Lawd, strang-}|- 
er, but I was nigh skeerod.to death. 
¥' wouldn't have attacked that war 
‘mint armed a the best knife ‘i in’ 

all fernesscs e, ‘for atiybody’s thou- 
wine cog I'd ‘a ‘heap’ sooner tacks 

‘He ‘led a ba ar; with a cabbage stock. 
“The perversity of © woman was 

mighty plain yere.- Because I had f: 
twitted the old woman of beim’ a-|- 

g (raid of po. and ‘chipmunks she 
‘Was - gwine to tackle the wickedest 

/{ ¥armint of the. forest, and the almost 
Upont my” honah, sah,’ 

{she walks right:up and .gives the cat 
a whack with the club, and next in- 
stant: the fout was on. It ‘was. club 
agin teeth Lu Of co’se’ I 

mix in, but “When Tilda 
‘saw me ‘there she says: 

*‘ "Zeb: White, this: hain’t any = of’ 
‘your fuss and you keep:out.’ 

* ‘But ‘he'll .claw ye to death,” I 
~ “I'sHouts. 

“ ‘Keep away and give me a 
show’ 
"There was, the durndest mix-up 

fair 

“You ever saw, ‘The boldness of tha 
‘attack sorter rattled the cat, but she 

| wasnt runnin’: away by any means. 
+{'She clawed and pit and yeowled and 

bit, ‘and though I tried my hardest 
to get, my knife into her T couldn’t |say 
do it." She and the old woman was 
£00: thuch mixed up. I'm a-tellin’ you 
that’ that was the awfulest ~ fight 
that ever took place in this * State. 
‘woman with only a club was fight- 

ih’. right up "to her work! Her 
‘clothes was bein’s torn to’ fragments, 
and she was bein’ clawed "and « bit, 

“ {but she never wavered, Folks have 
eg that .1 ought to have helped me 

* But every time X . mixed in it 
os 58 to me that «shel get the 
knifginstead of the cat if T struck. 
“How did it end? Wall, sah, that 

fout lasted fifteen minits, and then of 
&'siidden the cat rolled over and lay 
Still. “I ran and put wy’ knife 
her; knowin’ she was only stunned, 
and then I looked ound ‘for ithe : old 
Woman. She Stood there with ® the 

her blazi I Carre eyes in’. + It was ni Eid} por Tr Edn Bani 
told: her that the at ‘wil dead that 

I'she fainted away. ‘Lawd, but she 
was a “sight €0" sed. ‘She hadn't 
‘skeercoly a ragléft on her, and’ she 
was all bite and claw marks. Them 
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for. two more,” but mebbe her suffer- 
ins was wuth it. Folks hain’t . got 

of. her yet, “and 
abaut = every two years the papers 
publish her pictur and: tell all about 
the fout.  Besides——"" . 
“Besides what?” I asked as the old 

man paused end” hitched: Jrquad: un= pr 2 eh phn 
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the:old woman has’ gorter beén best 
man round yere since that fout, and 
things Mook as it ‘she. gmat" to keep 
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I ‘had been off my route two weeks 
‘on a-vaecation. When I took up the 
‘routine *again;- at “the third delivery 

said 

**Abe;* you don't’ Fal hits Marthe. 
is: this morning.’ 
“*“‘Isn’t ‘she’ in’ the Kitchen is 
ing?" I giteried. 
*‘No ‘more churning in this house 

for Martha. She's bééh’' married over 
Lien, days, ,and ok ‘in Ohio? or her ‘bri- 
‘dal’ tour.” 

“You don’t say dot She aceidd 
Joe Lacy, of course?’ 
“Of course, They" had ‘been g- 

but 

pointed if you don’t ‘do it.” 

Rather than bring &" shadow to the 
‘honeymoon I sat down’ and turned 
out the following; and . warranted it 
water-proa; x 

“Ck, Hath you've got him at last, 

Your og hob is tied to ‘yod tight; 
No more witl you ie 28 Sunday 

‘T- hous; 1 comes ‘rou 
No moze ploddi] 

niglis, i 
oo cards’ o” 

‘Toved;" and Tong | 
lsive ben trae, 

inty { 

p t say -howdy-do the 

A Rs nl aE 

—— ==. pan 

_ And ‘long has this’ thing been ie 
+ pending; 

But, ort she got'in the way, ofa 
ull 

And was hurt in the a¢t of de- 
scending, 

tree, 
+ And while picking big apples for 

‘baking 
The! limb it gave way, and Martha 

went down, 

‘And got a shakeup in the shaking. 

**Again as_she. wandéred o’er -mea- 
dow and lea, 

“The bumblehee fleeing before Her, 
She fell ‘into a ditel and struck * ‘on 
#* +, her head, 
‘And it took weary xe to re- 

store ber. 

“Once more, in the dusk of an ever 
ing in Spring, 

As thither she skipped like a fairy, 
She stepped on a hoe, and the handle 

flew up, 

And’ the marriage again had to 

“But = the xg of lanes has: a 
turning, 

you, _ 
Be patient, 

and kind, 
“And life will 

true.”? 

be loving, be ‘truthful 

speed happy and 

But good Mrs. Jordan choked up 
as I finished and read the verses, and 
after handing me out half ‘an apple 
pie and a glass of milk she managed 
to control her voice sufficiently = to 

“Abe, anybody who'd ' mention 
Shakespeare in the same breath with 
you ought to be kicked by a cross- 
eyed “cow. Martha will boo-hoo 
right out when I read her that poet- 
ry, and if . Jim hasn't tears in his 
no then 5 n rs? him he’s.no son-in- 
la 

Life «Seemed full of happiness as I 
mounted my -cart- and -drove away, 
but. there: ‘was more to come. Ai Un- 
cle Joe Stevens’ I found him mow- 
ing the grass in the dooryard,: and 
as I held up a letter for him he came 
slowly -down to the gate and: took 
it, and then quietly asked: 
“Dig anybody tell you ° the news, 

Abe?" 
‘No; no: special news. What is it?” 
“Our Lugy’s gone.’ 
“You don’t say sc! Why, she was 

well and chipper: ‘when I saw her a 
couple of wecks ago.’ 
‘Went oft right sudden 

ago.’ 
.. “But what was the matter, Uncle 
Joe” 

“KE ‘believe they: call it love;”” he 
said ‘as he carefully: placed the Totter 
in his pgeket. 

; “Oh, I see. You mean she’s gone 
and got married? Well, who is ‘the 
lucky chap?” 
"dim" Swift. Popped thc question 
and then hurried things right’ along. 
He has an’ aunt in Michigan who's 
very sick, and he wanted to ‘be mar- 
ried before her death.: We- think Lu 
cy has done fairly well—fairly well. 

Husbands can’t be picked up in these 
times like ‘stones in the road.: The 

four - days 

‘old ‘woman told me that if you come 
id to say that she had a word 

say. Goinlong in. 
‘went in, ang belo I had ; “Hick 

geod woman 
came -at me with: 
“Sit right down here at the table 

and write that poetry. Pa has told 

you all abeut Lucy’s getting mar- 
ried, ‘and I.krow you won't disap- 
point her. The -happy couple are 
over to her aunt’s to-day. Get up 
steam, Abe, and give us something 
good.” 
The Muse ‘was willing to be wooed, 
"ind it took me less than ten minutes 
to turn out the folinyime: 

En) im -Bwift and Raioy Stevens, 
" After loving brief but true, 
Have harnessed up together 
To see the old thing through. 

“Jim’s honedt and industrious; 
Lucy's gentle as the Spring, 

And the mother-in-law’s an angel 
On each shoulder is a wing. 

“It will be. a. happy houschold, 

And, to put the matter frank, 
I'am. wishing luck and riches 
"And a dozen kids to spank.’ 

“Abe do you. know - what. them 
verses will do?’’ asked. Mrs. Stevens 
as she held them at arm’s length and 
surveyed them with fond affection. 
“I hope they. won't give anybody 

colic. Tt 
“They'll just draw that pair closer, 

and closer together as.long as they 
iive. Whenever they begin to sass 
each other. and ‘wish they had never 
been married they will take . cach 
other ints the parlor, where ~ tho 
rl 

“When well over that she ascended’ a 

-| band, rasp what was the 

ha i 

And the lane's Bad a tarntiig for{” 

“ "Never before this wild beating of 

Aah eo & 

verses will bé Repging in paps ‘acorn 
frame, and read them aloud and then] t kiss &nd ask forgiveness. Lord! but] 
if“Uncle Joe could write such 

There was: one 
Ge waiting for 

sit: on “the back d 
‘Sol ook on his face, and with 
her head on the Kitchén~table the 
wife was’ giving way to sobs and 
tears. 
“You see, Abe,” explained the hus- 

matte, “our g 
ried * y' Henty 
hours ago, and he’s faken her off.” 
“Well, where should he take her?” 
“But she’s;left us.” She ‘hain’t- our 

gal ‘no more.” 

er’ was. 

silly mother! You ought to be re- 
joicing instead 'of crying. Al goad- 
looking girls dré sire to ‘get married, 

and ‘most. folks don’t want the son- 

done the right thing, and now you 
get me a sheet, of ; and let ‘me 
write some’ poetry on the occasion.’ 
“By- gosh, Abe, if you only will}’> 

exclaimed the father. 
“I‘ won't shed another tear, 'Abe— 

not a.one,’”’ added the wife. 
Thereupon’ I ‘wrote the following 

and ‘escaped without being crippled 
for hes 

" “Oh, “Hanmer!” said ‘Henry, ‘as to- 
; gether they sat” 

On the ‘porch well 
roses; 3 

And the = whippoorwill 

sweetest of notes, 
And’ the TREE took up his 

poses. 

hidden we 

*“ ‘Oh; Hanner!’ my heart is beating 
for. thee— 

For thee I'd’ jump ito the river; 
For thee I'd tackle the biggest of 

Trusts— 
For thee all grafters should shiver, 

heart— : 
Never before this wild ruction; 

You must be mine or perish I shall 

And meet with only destruction.’ 

“Sho extended her hand—he’ clasped 
it in his— 

Sne extended her chin and he kiss-| o5t 
ed it; 

She pouted het Hp—his error he saw,’ 
gy hardly can say that he miss. 
Sip bet oe re oper) ¥ 

“She said: she'd be his’, and his’n 
she is, 

‘And Fr is. the way with all lov- 

Let Sanited reign, and lave there 
abide, 

While ° ‘er . thom’ 
ers.” 
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To the south'of the blg Island of 
Palawan, which is one of the Philip- 
pine group now owned by :the United 

States; there is a group of. over one 
hundred small islands dotting the 
waters before the north coast of Bor- 

lahids are named onthe -charts. and 
up to this day tho channels between 

them have not. been surveyed, nor is 
‘the group known.to any but the na- 
tives and such trading vessels as 
may have visited them. . 
In the year:1880 we ran down from 

Manila in the trading schooner Alba- 
tross to’ explore these islands ‘and 
work .up trade. with the‘natives, hav- 
ing & permit fromthe Spanish’ au- 
thorities to doyse. ‘We ‘found only 

about one in five-of the island's in- 
habited, and the people on them sus- 
picious and treachéfouB.: We had 
worked in, and out Along them for 
a month, being ell ‘the time on the 
watch) against, treachery, when one 
day as we anchored off an; island- 
about five miles fn circumference one 
of the natives who came out to trade 
informed us’ that a white woman had 
lived among them for the last-three 
years. He could not tell us. what 
her nationality was, except that she 

did" not speak English: She had come 
ashore on a raft, almost dead of 
hunger end’ thirst, and had been un- 
able t0: tell them  mnything. The wo- 
man d been well treated, the na- 
tive said, but as she was a "burden 
on them, and spent much of her time 
in weeping, they would be glad to 
get rid of her. The captain was ask- 
ed to go ashore and have a talk 
with her, 
The story excited our curiosity, but 

it might be.a scheme to undo us. Af- 
ter: thinking things over, the captain 
declined to go" ashore or ‘to permit 
any one else to. If the natives want- 
ed to trade they must bring their 

goods off in canoes. When the native 
insisted that he was telling the 
truth, and that no harm was: meant 
us, he was given pencil and’ paper; 
and told to have the woman write us 
a line:” In an hour he was back with 
a note‘writfen in French. We had a 
Frenchman * ano! our crew, and] 
though “he ‘hadn’t much of an educa- 
tion, he made out that 4 ‘French wo- 
man was. among the natives,” and 
anxious to be taken off. The’. ch 
tain still refused to go ashore, "but 
offered the natives ™ worth of’ 
trade if: they would bring the Woman 
out’ to the schooner in a canbe. This 
offer was accepted, and an hour later 
she was alongside: «The 280048 were: 
handed” “‘down*™ before Sho” came  a- 
board, and before ‘we had heard her 
story or rot a.faif bight of ber. 
When the woman’ was. finally re- 

ceived. on rook: Whi were: astonished 
over her -looks {le dressed as a 

verses | 
‘I'd spread butter and Lg on him | 

: and eat him‘ up!'t  ¢ 

mors, (lest id Sa 
my careless feet. At}, 

armer Green's I found the husband]: 
with a} 

mars: 
d ‘about two. 

“You booby of a tather and youl §i 

in-law around thé house. Hannah has 

néo is reached. Very few: of these is- f 

face was .searcely more ued 
than ‘sunburned, * and” she’ was what &0 
any one-wonld call ‘handsome. She 25%: 

best: ot. health. - Her story was a “is: 
Lone. ‘She was a resident of & 
Tt het Cutis 

Fou: years’ Rebiots” she bad married. 
a: Frerichman named Du Cliff, and al- 
most" at once had. set out; with him 
ini a _ sailing vessel for Singapore. 
'Fwo days after sailing they had en- 
CO! ed a typhoon. She was not 
very clear as’ what followed, be- 

ing, very ill ‘at the time. She thought 
the ship. struggled with the storm for 
two days.” She then sprung a leak, 
and fo The : woman had been undered. 
bern ‘on deck and lashed to the 

_ along with her husband, 
‘while the ‘crew were trying .to..con- ac. 
struct some sort of a raft. "A great 
wave. suddenly. overwhelmed them, 

and the pext that Mrs. DuCliff  re- 
‘membered ‘was waking up on the 
shore . of an island. She was still 
Tashed $0 the ‘wreckage, but. she was 

vo W she was able to move 
about _'s found fresh water and 
plenty Sn fruits, and ia the for- 

g pig a hut out of 
limbs _ and shes. Every day 

she expected rescuc. She 
Eg up and down, “.. 

miles, of de ’ 
3 six months . 
gone. on “and while inspecting - ow 

hill to see if she. could not set wpa  ... 
signal “there , “the woman made a 

“discovery. She found a cave. ii. 
‘which had certainly once been a de- 
1po Bory. for the plunder of the Sulee 
P ‘What she told us I believe 
to be the truth, because she verified 
it in many ways. She. visited ‘the 
cave twenty different times—in. fact, 
lived in it for the last month of her 
stay, and so she had plenty | of time 
ka overhaul the plunder. ‘She found 

that cave: gold, silver and paper 
money ‘to - the amount ‘of $80,000. 
There was gold dust. which she  es- 
timated at. 310.000 more. There was 
jewelry w thousands: of dollars. - 
She Said: runs wera” diamonds, rubies 

“| and! other precious stones. There were - 
bales and bales and: boxes: that. she 
had not meddled with and “did-“ not 
know their contents. So far as pe 
could judge, no one had visited * e 
eave for years. When ‘we ploned her 
‘down to. : she remembered 

dy 
believers. ere in the world. We 
were | convinced within ;an hour that 
the. woman::had seen what.she de- 
clared’ she had, and that! the island 
was- the one known now ‘as “Outer. 
Island.” It stands to-day. the west 
ernmost ‘of all ‘the group, and is 
still © without’ inhabitants. ‘After . a 
full year'on the island Mrs. Du Clift 
became “degperate. She gave up all 
hopes of being taken off and . fet 
mined to rescue herself. She by 
raft and ome day trusted. herse! 
the treacherous sea. -A: west. . wind 
was ‘blow , and she hoped - to" be 
carried ‘ac to other land before it 
changed. For five days she’ drove up 
and down the China Sea, and: was 
then ‘cast ashore ‘on the foie Fh EEE 
found her. - om ¢ 

Half’ HRs" hilar thé sof had ben Bid; 
old .we were on ‘our way to the:is- 
laid. We hed it without. inci- 
dent, but. to ‘meet with "a surprise 
and a bitter disappointment. We had 
no sooner approached the'ishore in 
the yawl than we discovered that the 
whole. place swarmed with rats. The 
creatures were there by the hundreds 
wl. 1m pet Tney were water rats 

the lapgest size, and their demea- 
Se was so ferocious that we dared 
not land. We pulled all around. the 

dsland a dozen times over, but met 
the rodents everywhcre, = were 
gnawing down the trees and’ eating 
the grass out by the roots. Where 
they ‘came from I cannot say. There 
was not one on the island when the 
woman left. We tried powder and 
shot ‘and fire to frighten them, but it 
was not to be done. After a week 
we. bore away for Saigon. Here the 
woman's story was fully corroborat- 

‘as to her residence, marriage and 
the loss of the ship, but the story 
of the cave and' the treasure had 
also to be told. The French Govern- 
‘or at once sent a ship to the island 
apd. brought “ewervthing away after 
having spent a fortnight throwine 
poisoned fopd to the rats. We of 
the: trading "schooner were promised 
afair share. but no man of us ever. 
fingered a dollar: We were put. off on 
one. excuse or another, and finally 
‘threatened with imprisonment if we 
moved further .in the matter. The 
woman was given a ae I believe, : 
but the: greater part. ofthe singular - 
find ‘went to enrich two or three offi- '*= 
cials of the colony. 

only: about: 30 years: old, and inf i 

for ‘ae 

ied “would have: found ready bi


