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that ever took place in this * State.
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‘clothes was bein’s torn to' fragments,
and she was bein’ clawed "and « bit,:

“{but: she never wavered, Folks have

said that .1 ought to have helped me
* But every t:ime,,I mixed in it
seemed 1o me ithat Aahe')d get the
knifginstead of the cat if T struck.
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I ‘had been off my route two weeks

‘on a-vaecation. When I took up the
‘routine *again;-

&t “the third delivery
said

**Abe;* you domt e.ek where Martha.

is- this mom.mg

“*“‘Isn’t ‘she’ in’ thg ldtchen ohurn—

ing?'" I giteried.

*‘No ‘more churning‘ in this house

for Martha.~ She’s bééh’' married over
I'ten days, a.nd is ‘in O!xiéfdzfaer ‘bri-
‘dal’ tbur.”

“You don’t say lfo! She married
Joe Lacy, of course?’

“Of course, They" had ‘been g-
but

poicted if you don’t ‘do it.”
Rather than bring & shadow to the

‘honeymoon I sat down’and 'turned

out the following. and . waru.nt,ed it
water-proa; z

“Ck, anc, you've got him at last,
Your Mnr‘hn is_tled to ‘yod tight;: -

No more witl you spa:k 28 Sunday
I sho.re. 1

comes ‘rou
No moze plod
mgl...v i

hbnfe’v\ vards’ o

‘Toved;" and 'long
lsive bewn trae,

mto {

b to say-howdy-do the
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_And ‘long has this’ thing been hn-
. pending;
But, lgmha. she got'in the way, of&
ull
And was hurt in the a¢t of de-
scending,

tree,
+ And while picking big apples for
‘baking
The limb it gave way, a.nd Martha
went down,
‘And got a sha.keup in the shaking

Again as_she. wandéred o’er -mea-
. _dow and lea,

“The bumblehee fleeing before Her,
She fell ‘into a ditel and struck * 'on
#* +, her head,

And it took weary months to re-
store ber/

“Once more, in the dusk of an even—
ing in Spring,
As thither she skipped like a fairy,
She stepped on a hoe, and the handle
flew up,
And ' the marrfage again had to

“But - the lougest of lanes l'ms a
turning,

you, .
Be  patient,

and kind,
“'And life  will

true.”?

be loving, be ‘truthful

speed happy and

But good Mrs. Jordan choked up
as I finished and read the verses, and
after handing me out half ‘an apple
pie and a glass of milk she' managed
to control her vgice sufficiently = to

“*Abe, anybody who'd ' mention
Shakespeare i the same breath with
you ought to be kicked by a cross-
eyed “cow. Martha will boo-hoo
right out when I read her-that poet-
ry, and if .Jim hasn’t tears  in his
ey:;a then I 11 tell him he’s.no son-in-
la

Lile -Beemed -full of happiness as I
movunted my -cart- and -drove away,
but. there: ‘was more to come. At Un-
cle Joe Stevens’ I found him mow-
ing the grass in the dooryard,: and
as I held up-a letter for him he came
slowly -down to the gate and- took

it, and then quietly asked:

“Did anybody -tell you ' the news,
Abe?"’

‘“No; no: special news. What is it?”’

“Qur- Lugy’s gone.”’’

‘“¥ou don’t say sc!  Why, she was
well and chipper: when I saw her  a
couple of wecks ago.’

“Went oft right sudden
ago.'lcr
.. “But what was the matter, Uncle
Joe”

“E° ‘believe they:call it love;””  he
said ‘as he carefully: placed the lettcr
in his pgeket.

; “Oh, I see. You mean shes gone
and got married? Well,  who is 'the
lucky chap?”’

" 'Jdim’ Swift.  Popped thc question
and then hurried things right’ along
He has an’ aunt in Michigan -who's
very sick, and he wanted to 'be mar-
ried before her death.: We- think Ly
cy has done fairly well-—-falrly well.
JHusbands can’t be picked up in these
times  like ‘stones in the road.: The

four - days

‘old ‘woman told me that if you come
.Qong to say that she had a word

say. Goinlong in.

‘went.-in, ang be[ore I had ; time
geod  woman
came -at me with:

‘“Sit right down here at the table
and write that poetry.  Pa has told
you all abeut Lucy’s getting mar-
ried, ‘and I.krow you won't disap-
point her. The -happy couple are
over to her aunt’s to-day. Get up
stcam, Abe, and give us something
good.”

. 'The Muse ‘was willing to be wooed,

"ind it took me less than ten minutes

to turn out the followmg

"‘J im -Bwift and any Stevens,

" After lowving brief but .true,
Have harnessed up together
To see the old thing through.

“Jim’s honedt and industrious;
Lucy’s gentle as the Spr'ng.

And the mother-in-law’s an angel
On each shoulder is a wing.

“It will ba a. happy houschold,
And, to put the matter frank,

I’am. wishing luck and riches
"And a dozen kids to spank.’’

*““Abe do you. know - what- them
verses will do?’’ asked. Mrs. Stevens
as she held them at arm’s length and
surveyed them with fond afiection.

“I hope they. won't give anybody
colic Tt

%nJust draw that pair closer,
and ecloser together as.long as they
iive. Whenever they begin to sass
each other and ‘wish they had never
been mq.rrled they will take . cach

other inty the parlor, where - tho

T

‘““When well over that she ascended a

.ba-nd wh.enlaskedwha.t was  the

A i
And the lane's had a turning for{”

“ "Never 'before this wild beating of

At o &

verses will bé lumgmg inrapa ‘acorn
frame, and read them aloud and then|t
kiss' &nd" ask {orgiveness. Lord! but]

if“Uncle Joe coyld write such

.There was:one
gap waiting for

sit: on “the back d
‘Sol 1,001: on his face, and with
her - head on \the Kitchén~table the
wife was'’ giving way to  sobs and
tears.

“You see, Abe,”” explained the hus-

mattéy, “our g
ried ' Henty -
hours ago, and he’s faken her off.”
“Well, where shoqlﬂ he take her?”
“But she’s;left us.” She ‘hain’t- our
gal ‘no more.”

qrwa.s

gilly mother! You ought to be re-
joicing instead 'of orying. Al good-
,laokmg girls dré sire to ‘get married,
and ‘most. folks don’t want the son-

done the right thing, and now you
get me a sheet, of ; and let ‘me
write some’poetry on the dccasion.’
“By- gosh, Abe, if you only will}’>
exclaimed the father.
“I‘ won’t shed another tear, 'Abe—
not a.one,’”’ added the wife.
Thereupon’ I ‘wrote the following
and ‘escaped without being' crippled
for life

" 'j.’)h “Hanner!” said ‘Henry, 'as to-
; gether they sat”’
On the ‘porch well

roses; 3
And the . whippoorwill
swectest of notes,
And' ' the mghting-a,le took up his
poses.

hidden -with

“sang - his

*“ ‘Oh; Hanner" my heart is beating
for. thee—
For thee I'd’ jump inf.o the river;
For thee I'd tackle the biggest of
Trusts—

. Eor thee all grafters should shiver,

heart— :
Never before this wild ruction;
You must be mine or perish I shall
And meet with only destruction.’

“Sho extended her hand—he’ clasped
it in his—
Sne extended her chin and he kiss—
ed it;
She pouted het Hp—his error he saw,’
JW hardly can say that he miab-

Sl Aot m,. e ot ) ¥

“She said: she'd be his'n and his’n
she is,

‘And that is.the way with all lorv-

Let ha.ppmess reign, a.nd lave there
a.bide,
While ° ‘er . thom’
ers.””

constancy hov-

)

. g SR
.".zC'IQI...I'..’.“I.“QA.

. THE ISLAD OF MTS:

L4
»
*
#
*
B
2
'

BY M. QUAD.
srarsnsasvrrsnsnsbsnnZasanse

To the south'of the bjf Island of
Palawan, which is one of the Philip-
pine group now owned by :the United
States;: there is .a group of.over one
hundred small islanda dotting the
waters before the north coast of Bor-

lahids are named on'the-charts. - and
up to this day tho channels between
them have not. been surveyed, nor is
‘the group known.to:-any but the na-
tives  and such trading vessels -as
may have visiiged them. .

In theyear:1880 we ran down from
Manila in the trading schooner Alba-
tross to’ explore these islands ‘and
work.up trade. with the‘natives, hav-
ing & permit from'the Spanish’™ au-
thorities to doyse. ‘We ‘found only
about one in five-of the island’s in-
habited, and the people on them sus-
picious and treachéfouB.: We had
worked m and out g:;ggng them for
a month, being &ll ‘the time on the
watch) against, treachery, ~when one
day as we anchored off an;island-
about five miles fn circumference one
of the nahva who .came out to trade
informed us’ that a white woman had
lived among them for the last-three
years. He could not tell us. what
her nationality was, except that she
did'not speak Emglish: Shv.ha.d come
ashore on a . raft, almost dead ~of
hunger end’ thirst, and had been un-
able t0: tell them  mnything. The wo-
man d been well treated, the na-
tive said, but as she was a "burden
on them, and spent much of her time
in weeping, they would be glad  to
get rid of her. The captain was ask-
ed to go ashore and have a talk
with her,

The story excited our cunosity, but
it might be.a scheme to undo us. Af-
ter: thinking things over, the captain
declined to go" ashore or ‘to permit
any one else to. If the natives want-
ed to trade they must bring their
goods off in canoes. When the native
insisted that he was telling the
truth, and that no harm was: meant
us, he was given pencil and'  paper;
and told to have the woman write us
a line:” In an hour he was back with
a note‘writfen in French. We had a
Frenchman* anfo! oUr erew,  and]
though “he ‘hadn’t much of an educa-
tion, he made out that 4 ‘French wo-
man -was. among the natives,” and
anxious to be taken off. The'- ch
tain still refused to go_ashore, "but
offered the natives ™ worth of’
trade if:they would bringthe Wwoman-
out’ to the schooner in a' canbe. This
offer was aecepted, and an hour later
she' was alongsﬂdx\'f"!‘hn 280048 were:
handed” “‘down*™ mré Sho” came  a-
board, and beforeé ‘we had heard her
story or ot a.faif kight of ber.

When the woman® was'. finally re-
ceived. on bo;rd-m were: astonished
over her -looks {le dressed as a

verses |
‘I'd spread butiter and nu"px on- him |-
: a.nd eat him‘up!'t . ¢

mors mtrhnonia.l Sa
my careless feet. At}
armer Green’s I foupd ,the husband]:

with a|

mar-:
d ‘about twof .
“You booby of a !ather and you| §i

in-law around thé house. Hannah has

néo is reached. Very few: of -these is- f

face wa.s .searcely more - i
than ‘sunburned, " and” she>'was what &0
any one-wonld call ‘handSome. She 2%

,Mﬁf»imlth Her-story was a ‘i
’L_one. ‘She was a resident of &
.;theupudofmnchcmlu.

Four years pré'ﬂone she hnd married.
a: Ernnchman named Du Cliff, and al-
most" at once had. set out; with him
ini a _sailing vessel for Singapore.
'Fwo days after sailing they had en- .
cO! ed a typhoon. She was not
very c}ear as’ what foqued be- .
ing, very ill ‘at the time. She thought
the ship. af.rugg}qi with the storm for
two days.” She then sprung a = leak,
and fo The - woman had been

undered.
bmuggt ‘on_deck and lashed to the
_along with her husband,

- while_the ‘crew were trying .to..con- ac.

struct some sort of a raft. "A great
wave. middenly overwhelmed them.
and the pext that Mrs. DuaCliff  re-
membered ‘was waking up on the
shore . of an island. She was still
Tashed &0 the ‘wreckage, but.she was
W she was able to move
about _'s found fresh water and
plentyh 'lwild tnms, and 'ia the for-
g ted a hut out of
limbs and shes. Evgry day
she expected rescuc. She
m‘ld%tﬁipﬁ up and down, .. .
lhih;s of hpr ’
3 six montha .
gone W, md w!;ile inspect.mg me o
hill to see if shq could not set up@a ...
alginl tbere) , “the woman made &
“discovery. She found a cave. ...
wﬂcﬁ had certainly once been a de-
1po WW for the plunder of the Sulee
P ‘What she told us I believe
to be the truth, because she verified
it in muny ways. She.vigited - ‘the
cave twenty different times—in. fact,
lived in it for the last month of her .
stay, and so'she had plphty of time .
tp overhaul the plundqg ‘She found'
that cave: gold, silver and paper
monay ‘to - the amount ‘of $80,000.
There was gold dust. which she . es-
timated at. $10,900 mpore. There was
jewelry  w thousands: of dollars. -
She Said- there wera” dia.mbnds. rubieh

* | and'other precious stones. There were -

bales and.bales and- boxes:that. she
had not meddled with and “did-“not
know their contents. So far .as g‘xe
could judge, no one M v‘hited e
eave for years. When m»plomd her
doyvn to- . she  remembored

tion.
believers., ere in the world. We
werse | Oonﬁnced within ;an hour -that
the. woman::had seen what.she de-
clared’ she had, and Mthe island .
was- the one known now ‘as “Onf.er
Island.” It stands to-day. the west-
ernmost’ ~‘of all ‘the group, and is
still * without’ inkabitants. ‘After . a
full year'on the island Mrs. Du Clift
became “degperate. She gave up all
hopes of being taken off and . detem-
mined to rescue herself. She b

raft and ome day trusted. herse!

the treachierous sea. -A: west.. wind
was blo ,and she hoped - to" be
carried ‘ac to other land before it
changed. For five days she’ q;mup
and down the China Sea, and: was
then ‘cast uhore ‘on the lsld.‘nd T B
found her.: ' - o ¢

Half’ aﬁuymmsmmm By

1old .we were on ‘our way to the:is-
laid. We . hed it without,. inci-
dent, but_ to ‘meéet with "a surprlae
and a bitter disappointment. We had
.no sooner approached the'ishore in
the yawl than we discovered that the
whole. place swarmed with rats. The
creatures werg there by the hundreds
ot j.hqusands Tney were water rats
the lapgest size, and their demea-
nor was so ferocious that we dared
not land. We pulled all around. the
dsland a dozen times over, but met
the rodents®everywhcre, = were
gnawing down the trees and ' eating
the grass out by the roots. Where
they ‘came from I cannot say. There
was not one on the island when the
woman left. We tried powder and
shot ‘and fire to frighten them, but it
was not to be done. After a week
we. bore away for Saigon. Here the
woman'’s story was fully corroborat-
‘as to her residence, marriage and
the loss of the ship, but the story
of the cave and' the treasure had
also to be told. The French Govern-
‘or at once sent a ship to the island
iapd . brought “ewervthing away after
bhaving spent a fortnight throwine
poisoned fopd to the rats. We  of
the: trading "schooner were promised
afair share. but no man of us ever.
fingered a dollar:  We were put. off o
one. excuse or another, and finally
‘threatened with impnsonment if we
moved further .in the matter.  The
woman was ngen a share I be!ieve. :
but the: greater part. ofthe singular - ™
find ‘went to enrich two or three offi- '*=

cials of thg colony.

_ only: about: 30 years:old, and intf &5

for ‘e

snd “wotld have: found ready b



